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23 June 2020  
Dear  
 
ATISN 14042 – Covid-19 

 
Thank you for your request to the Welsh Government for information under the Freedom of 
Information Act (2000) received on 09 June where you requested the following in relation to 
COVID-19: 
   

1. The number of people in Wales who have died from COVID19. 

At time of writing, according to the Office for National statistics (ONS) there 
were 2,317 provisional deaths where coronavirus (Covid-19) was mentioned 
on the death certificate for Welsh residents which had died up to the 5 June 
and registered by 13 June. 

2. How many have died in care homes? 
According to the ONS there were 654 provisional deaths registered up to the 5 June 
where coronavirus (Covid-19) was mentioned on the death certificate for Welsh 
residents which had died in Care Homes. 
 
The Welsh Government also publish weekly data on notifications of death to Care 
Inspectorate Wales (CIW) from registered settings as registered care homes are 
legally required to notify CIW of deaths. 

  
3. How many had underlying health conditions? 

The ONS have published an article on pre-existing health conditions, as identified on 
a death certificate, for deaths involving Covid-19 which is available on their website.  
 
Public Health Wales (PHW) through the rapid mortality surveillance estimates have 
captured co-morbidities of Covid-19 deaths since the rollout of the new Rapid 
Mortality Surveillance eForm. Up to 18 June there were 606 covid-19 deaths in 
confirmed hospitalised cases reported via the eForm. Of these deaths, 76.7% 
reported one or more underlying health risks. We know this does not represent a 
comprehensive figure for Wales and the true number will be higher. 
 
The Chief Statistician has written a blog explaining the differences between the ONS 
and PHW data sources - https://digitalanddata.blog.gov.wales/2020/05/05/chief-
statisticians-update-explaining-covid-19-mortality-data-sources-for-wales/ 
 

4. How many were from black and ethnic minorities? 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/bulletins/deathsregisteredweeklyinenglandandwalesprovisional/previousReleases
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/bulletins/deathsregisteredweeklyinenglandandwalesprovisional/previousReleases
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fnotifications-deaths-residents-related-covid-19-adult-care-homes-1-march-5-june-2020-html&data=02%7C01%7CAshley.Caddick%40gov.wales%7Cf9fbcd90dcb1458f2a0c08d80e1808b3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637274843666236129&sdata=W6IV7AQA%2B%2Fe80qcl%2BvAnQg%2ByjSFk5XygL%2FEQcl2mnao%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/bulletins/deathsinvolvingcovid19englandandwales/deathsoccurringinapril2020#characteristics-of-those-dying-from-covid-19
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalanddata.blog.gov.wales%2F2020%2F05%2F05%2Fchief-statisticians-update-explaining-covid-19-mortality-data-sources-for-wales%2F&data=02%7C01%7CAshley.Caddick%40gov.wales%7Cf9fbcd90dcb1458f2a0c08d80e1808b3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637274843666246084&sdata=AC70WYaPTxiQaGPWFlHfCBcnuVVNVyrYo22n4GH5c3w%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalanddata.blog.gov.wales%2F2020%2F05%2F05%2Fchief-statisticians-update-explaining-covid-19-mortality-data-sources-for-wales%2F&data=02%7C01%7CAshley.Caddick%40gov.wales%7Cf9fbcd90dcb1458f2a0c08d80e1808b3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637274843666246084&sdata=AC70WYaPTxiQaGPWFlHfCBcnuVVNVyrYo22n4GH5c3w%3D&reserved=0


 

 

The ONS published Covid-19 mortality figures by ethnicity for Wales up to 15 May.  
 
Since the 6 May, PHW have been received 200 deaths where any ethnicity had been 
reported through the eForm up to 18 June. Of these individuals there were fewer 
than 10 reported Covid-19 deaths of black, Asian or minority ethnic (BAME) people in 
confirmed hospitalised cases. We know this does not represent a comprehensive 
figure for Wales and the true number will likely be higher 
 

5. How many had type2 diabetes? 
The ONS have published an article on pre-existing health conditions, as identified on 
a death certificate, for deaths involving Covid-19 which is available on their website. 
 
PHW have also collected information on type 2 diabetes, since the rollout of the new 
Rapid Mortality Surveillance eForm. Of the 606 deaths reported in confirmed 
hospitalised cases up to 18 June, 27.1% reported type 2 diabetes as an underlying 
risk. We know this does not represent a comprehensive figure for Wales and the true 
number will likely be higher. 
 

6. How many were obese? 
Since the rollout of the new Rapid Mortality Surveillance eForm morbid obesity has 
been captured as a co-morbidity. Of the 606 Covid-19 deaths in confirmed 
hospitalised cases reported up to 18 June, 3.6% reported as morbidly obese. We 
know this does not represent a comprehensive figure for Wales and the true number 
will likely be higher. 
 

If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government,  
Cathays Park,  
CARDIFF,  
CF10 3NQ  
Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales  
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
CHESHIRE,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it 
has been through our own internal review process. 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/articles/coronaviruscovid19relateddeathsbyethnicgroupenglandandwales/2march2020to15may2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/bulletins/deathsinvolvingcovid19englandandwales/deathsoccurringinapril2020#characteristics-of-those-dying-from-covid-19
mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales


 

 

Any information released under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 or Environmental 
Information Regulations 2004 will be listed in the Welsh Government’s Disclosure Log (at 
https://gov.wales/about/open-government/freedom-of-information/responses/?lang=en). 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 

https://gov.wales/about/open-government/freedom-of-information/responses/?lang=en

