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Estyn Remit Reports  

Welsh Government Response     

  

Report title: 

Prevent – how well maintained schools implement their duties under the 
Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015. 
 

Report  details 

The report was commissioned by the Welsh Government’s Education 
Directorate to understand more about how the Prevent agenda is being 
embedded in schools and to highlight best practice case studies to be shared 
across Wales. 
 
The report focuses on effective provision for safeguarding learners in 
maintained primary, secondary and all-age schools when identifying and 
supporting learners that are identified as being at risk of exploitation. It 
includes case studies of notable practice observed by inspectors. 
 
Summary of main findings 

 
There is clear and comprehensive guidance in place for schools in Wales 
outlining their duties for Prevent under the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 
2015.  
 
In the majority of schools surveyed, leaders have a secure understanding of 
their role and responsibilities to safeguard learners, including with regard to 
radicalisation and extremism. However, in a minority of schools leaders do not 
perceive radicalisation and extremism as relevant to their school community. 
This lack of attention to Prevent means that staff in these schools may miss 
an opportunity to identify and address early concerns about a learner.  
 
Most schools sampled do not do enough to ensure their school's curriculum 
educates learners in citizenship; and how learners might safeguard 
themselves from those influences and pressures that might seek to exploit 
them. This is largely because teachers do not have enough easy access to 
appropriate support, training and guidance. 
 
Teachers need to be confident they are able to handle sensitive and 
contentious issues that might arise during the school day. Although schools 
have been well supported in understanding their duties under the Act, there 
has been less guidance about how to integrate this work into the curriculum. 
Schools have not been provided with enough support or challenge to help 
them to develop their curriculum in this area. Local authorities and consortia 
have not worked together well enough for the development of curriculum 
support for the inclusion of citizenship aspects that build resilience within 
learners.   
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Many schools are not aware of the range of classroom resources available to 
them, including those on Hwb. 
 
All local authorities surveyed have ensured access to training for schools 
about their duties under the Act. How well school leaders disseminate 
information learned on training, such as the Home Office Workshop to Raise 
Awareness of Prevent (WRAP) course, to other members of staff is not 
monitored well by local authorities. 
 

The Welsh Government should:  
   
R-10 - Work with local authorities and regional consortia to support schools 
build learners’ resilience when confronted with radicalised and extremist 
influences. 
 

Welsh Government response: 
 
Accept: The Welsh Government accepts the findings of the Estyn report. 
 
The Welsh Government is fully committed to building learners’ resilience 
when confronted with radicalised and extremist influences.    
 
The new Curriculum will focus on providing learners with the skills and 
experiences to develop effective decision making.  Learners will be 
encouraged to examine and evaluate a range of information, taking account of 
the various factors, to make informed and considered decisions.  Schools and 
settings will be encouraged to use the online world as a means of exploring 
and developing these skills.   
 
The Health and Well-being Area of Learning and Experience specifically 
focuses on developing learner knowledge and understanding of social 
influences, including the online world.  Learners will be encouraged to 
critically evaluate the information they are exposed to and to understand the 
impacts of social influences both on themselves and the wider world.   
 
We are currently funding Wales Extremism and Counter-Terrorism Unit, 
working in partnership with the All Wales School Liaison Core Programme, to 
produce a video and resources on preventing radicalisation and extremism to 
be delivered in schools by School Beat officers. 
 
We are currently revising our Keeping Learners Safe (KLS) guidance to 
ensure the developments in the Prevent agenda are fully reflected and the 
message that Prevent falls squarely under the ‘safeguarding’ umbrella is 
clearly articulated. Updated KLS guidance will be published later this year. 
 
We continue to work closely with local authority safeguarding education leads, 
as part of our ongoing involvement in the Safeguarding in Education group, 
which considers the developments of the Prevent agenda as part of its remit. 
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Last November we published updated national anti-bullying guidance, which 
includes provision for the recording and monitoring of all instances of bullying 
by schools. This was done on a partnership approach. Work is now underway 
with partners and key stakeholders, including local authorities and schools to 
assess how we ensure the guidance is effectively implemented to influence 
practice in our schools, including around teacher confidence.  
 
We have used the EU Transition Fund to develop the Hate Crime in Schools 
project and the Hate Crime Minority Communities Grant. The £350,000 Hate 
Crime in Schools Project, managed by the Welsh Local Government 
Association (WLGA), will be delivered in 100 schools across Wales. It will 
seek to build children’s critical thinking skills and ability to recognise and 
challenge hate speech online and offline. 
 
 

The report sets out the following recommendations for schools and 
local authorities: 
 
Schools should: 

 
R1 - Include risks to pupils from radical and extremist ideologies in the 

school’s policies, in particular policies that cover ICT and online safety 
 
R2 - Record and report all incidents of racist language and racial bullying 
properly, and offer suitable support and challenge to victims and perpetrators 
 
R3 - Acknowledge that radicalisation and extremism are real risks to pupils in 

all schools, and ensure that staff training, policies and the curriculum suitably 
address these risks 
 
R4 - Ensure that all pupils have a voice and can share with the school any 

concerns they have about behaviours or expressions of radical or extremist 
ideas 
 
Local authorities should: 
 
R5 - Monitor school safeguarding activity relating to duties under the Counter-

Terrorism and Security Act 2015 using criteria in the Home Office and Welsh 
Government self-assessment toolkits 
 
R6 - Work with partners to ensure that schools are included in post-referral 

action plans in order to best support pupils subject to Channel support 
 
R7 - Work with regional consortia to support schools in developing their 
curriculum to support pupils in building resilience when confronted with 
radicalised and extremist influences 
 
R8 - Work with partners to ensure that requests for advice prior to referrals 
are captured in order to provide intelligence about the issues faced by schools 
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R9 - Improve the tracking of the take up of training by school leaders, 

governors and teachers, and ensure that the cascading of training is effective 
 
The Welsh Government will write to local authorities and regional consortia to 
draw their attention to the recommendations placed on them, and on schools, 
by this report.  
 

Publication details. 
 

The report was published on 05 February and can be found on Estyn’s 
website: https://www.estyn.gov.wales/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mae’r ddogfen yma hefyd ar gael yn Gymraeg.  
This document is also available in Welsh. 
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