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1 Introduction 

1.1 Study Context  
Following the consultation on the National Development Framework (NDF) 
Preferred Option in the summer of 2018, the Welsh Government are now in the 
process of developing the Draft NDF with consultation planned for July 2019.  

As set out in the Preferred Option, it is proposed the NDF will include both 
national and regional policies across the defined regions. The three regions will 
cover North, Mid and South West and South East Wales as shown in Figure 1.  

 
Figure 1  NDF Regions 

This reflects the regions identified by the Welsh Government’s Economic Action 
Plan. Chief Regional Officers have been appointed for each region and have 
commenced work to develop the Welsh Government’s approach to improving 
regional working and delivery. The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 facilitates this 
approach and provides a legal framework for the preparation of Strategic 
Development Plans (SDPs) on a regional basis.  
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From a regional perspective the NDF’s role includes supporting the delivery of 
the Welsh Government’s regional policies and better strategic planning / 
collaboration between Wales’ Local Planning Authorities (LPAs).  

To assist in the development of the NDF and provide an evidence base for the 
policy development (both national and regional), Arup have recently been 
appointed to undertake research in this area.  

The research will establish an evidence base of the strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities and threats (SWOT) within each region and explore the role of the 
NDF in responding to these, suggesting the most appropriate policy intervention 
(e.g. national, regional, local or community planning). The research will draw 
together a range of data and information for each of the three regions, presenting 
this in both tabular form and spatially. Importantly, as well as supporting the 
development of the Draft NDF, the outcomes of this research will be used to 
support the development of SDPs and LDPs. 

1.2 Stakeholder Involvement 
As part of the study, Arup has led two approaches to stakeholder involvement: 

1. As part of the data / information gathering, Local Planning Authorities in 
Wales have been contacted to request quantitative information they hold to 
inform the research. This includes, for example local employment, housing 
and environmental data where it has not been possible to gather this data from 
published sources; and   

2. As part of the SWOT process and in seeking to identify regional priorities, 
148 organisations were invited to attend a series of workshop events, 
representing those interested in the economy, society, culture and environment 
in Wales. The workshops focused on exploring a range of policy areas and 
issues, as well as discussions about the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 
and threats (SWOT) within each region. The focus was on asking stakeholder 
groups what the NDF could do to maximise its contribution to the future 
successes of the Welsh regions.  

1.3 Purpose  
The data / information gathered as part of the study will be presented within the 
Study Report. This Workshop Report provides the results of the Mid & South 
West Wales Regional event and provides a factual account of the event, its 
discussions and initial findings. 

Separate Workshop Reports have been prepared for the North Wales and South 
East Wales regional events.  

A SWOT analysis is provided within the full Study Report.  
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1.4 Structure 
This Workshop Report is presented in the following sections: 

• Section 2 describes the details of the workshops and those involved;  

• Section 3 provides the results of the first stakeholder activity, helping consider 
different policy areas, cross border issues, how they should be defined and at 
what scale; and 

• Section 4 provides the results of the second stakeholder activity, involving 
focused discussions about the region’s social, cultural, economic and 
environmental strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats.  
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2 Arrangements and Attendees  

2.1 Details  
A range of locations, venues, dates and times were explored and those decided 
upon best reflect the limitations and requirements of the study, considering 
capacity, accessibility and programme. The Mid & South West Wales event was 
organised as follows: 

Location Llandeilo 
Venue The Plough Inn 
Date 30th November 2018 
Time  10.00 – 12.30  

2.2 Welsh Language 
All event materials were supplied in both Welsh and English languages and 
attendees were invited to participate in the language of their choice.  

To facilitate this, Arup were supported by Trosol who provided written translation 
services.  

During group activities at the workshops, any person that wished to communicate 
in Welsh was able to thanks to a simultaneous translation service, also provided 
by Trosol.  

2.3 Agenda  
The structure of the workshop was focused around the following items: 

Item Description  

Introductions The project team were introduced and stakeholders were asked 
to identify their name and organisation in turn, to help the 
participants appreciate the diversity and range on interests 
involved. Housekeeping was also outlined.  

The Study The Welsh Government set the context for the study, providing 
the background to the NDF, its consultation, the scope of the 
Arup research, approach to the NDF Regions and programme. 

Data and trends Arup explained the types of economic, social and cultural and 
environmental information, characteristics and spatial maps that 
have been sought and inform the study. Useful trends to show 
comparisons across the Welsh regions set the context of the 
study area in advance of the stakeholder activities. 

Data definitions and issues Activity 1 – ‘Sticky-dot’ exercise – helped stakeholders share 
their views of the relevant scales and definitions of policy areas, 
as important considerations for the development of the NDF. 
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Item Description  

SWOT Activity 2 – Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats 
exercise – facilitated discussions around economic, social, 
cultural and environmental issues pertinent to the region.  

Next steps Arup and the Welsh Government closed the event by thanking 
participants for their involvement, explaining how they could 
stay involved and the next steps for the study and NDF. This 
included that there would be a shared factual Workshop Report, 
future focused stakeholder meetings about projects and plans, 
data collection for publication via the Lle Portal, a Study Report 
and timeline for the publication of the NDF. 

2.4 Presentation 
A PowerPoint presentation complemented the above agenda items, providing 
prompts and helpful text and images. A copy is included at Appendix A.  

2.5 Activities 
Stakeholders were asked to participate in two activities as part of the workshop, 
which are described in turn below.  

2.5.1 Activity 1 – ‘Sticky-dot’ exercise 
In order to establish the policy areas and issues of most interest within the region 
and whether or not the NDF is the appropriate mechanism to help address these, 
an interactive session involved stakeholders being asked to help: 

• Define the appropriate scale of policy intervention (e.g. National, Regional, 
Local or Community) across a range of themes; 

• Prioritise cross border issues; 

• Define major employment sites; and 

• Define major centres of retail and commercial activity. 

These activities involved participants being provided with an exact number of 
sticky dots to place on a series of activity sheets, to record their choices and 
preferences accordingly.  

A copy of the completed activities is provided at Appendix B.  

Further explanation alongside a summary of the results is provided in Chapter 3 of 
this report.  

2.5.2 Activity 2 – SWOT  
Attendees formed three groups who in turn discussed the region in relation to all 
of the following broad themes, which reflect the four pillars of sustainable 
development in Wales:  
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1. Social and Cultural;  

2. Economic; and 

3. Environmental. 

The sessions were facilitated and scribed to help encourage discussion and record 
the issues as they were raised.  

Each group spent between 20 and 30 minutes discussing each of the themes. 

Photographs of the exercise and records of the outputs are provided at Appendix 
C, with a summary of the discussions provided in Chapter 4 of this report.  

2.6 Participants 

2.6.1 Attendees 
21 participants attended the workshop, representing the following organisations: 

• Mid Wales Housing Association 

• Brecon Beacons National Park 
Authority 

• Dyfodol i'r Iaith 

• Powys County Council 

• Ceredigion County Council 

• Neath Port Talbot Council 

• Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Park Authority 

• Aberystwyth University 

• National Infrastructure 
Commission for Wales 

• WLGA 

• Carmarthenshire County Council 

• Swansea Bay City Economic 
Strategy Board 

• Campaign for the Protection of 
Rural Wales 

• Mid & South West Wales Fire 
Service 

• Pembrokeshire Coastal Forum 

• Persimmon Homes West Wales 

• Natural Resources Wales 

• Office of the Future Generations 
Commissioner 

A copy of the event register is included at Appendix D.  

2.6.2 Apologies 
Those invited but unable to attend included: 

• Community Transport 
Association 

• Dwr Cymru Welsh Water 

• Associated British Ports 

• Institute of Civil Engineers 

• Network Rail  

• Sport Wales 

• Welsh Language Commissioner 

• Welsh Sports Association
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3 Results of Activity 1 - ‘sticky-dot’ exercise 
All outputs from this activity can be found in Appendix B, whilst a summary is 
provided below. 

3.1 Defining policy areas at different spatial scales 
Participants were asked to place their sticky dot within a column or on a dividing 
line to best represent their choice as to which spatial scales (level) different policy 
areas should be defined.  

The results, as shown in full at Appendix B, show variation across the different 
spatial scales but with clusters helping to illustrate some consensus in places.  

For the purposes of this report, an orange marker has been overlaid by Arup on a 
blank copy of the activity sheet to best represent and illustrate the clusters. This 
seeks to help inform the Welsh Government at which scale the attendees generally 
considered each policy area should be defined. This is shown below: 

Policy area National Regional Local 
Authority 

Community None (non-
planning 
issue or 

best 
handled 

elsewhere) 

A settlement 
hierarchy 

 
 

   

Population growth 
(forecasts) 

     

Strategic health and 
well-being issues 

     

Strategic Welsh 
language issues 

     

Affordable Housing 
need 

     

Housing allocations 
(units) 

     

Strategic natural 
resources / 
environmental assets  

     

Strategic marine 
planning issues 

     

Key economic 
sectors 

     

Strategic 
employment sites 

     

Strategic transport 
objectives or targets  
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Strategic active 
transport objectives 
or targets 

     

Strategic 
placemaking 
principles 

     

Strategic design 
advice/requirements 

     

Strategic built 
heritage assets 

     

Strategic flooding 
issues 

     

Strategic minerals 
issues 

     

Strategic waste 
issues 

     

Strategic energy 
project 

     

Strategic digital 
connectivity issues 

     

Cross-border issues  
 

    

In summary, participants did not consider any policy areas should be defined at 
the community level or would be best handled elsewhere. 

The results indicate that in Mid and South West Wales there is a general 
consensus that policy areas that should be considered at the national level only 
include: 

a) Strategic marine planning issues 

At the national-regional interface: 

a) Strategic energy projects (national-
regional) 

b) Strategic transport objectives or 
targets 

c) Strategic minerals issues (national-
regional) 

 

 

d) Strategic waste issues (national-
regional) 

e) Cross-border issues 

 

 

 

And at the regional to local level: 

a) Strategic placemaking principles 

b) Strategic design advice/requirements 

c) Strategic active transport objectives 
or targets 

d) Strategic flooding issues 

e) Strategic built heritage assets 

f) Strategic employment sites 

g) Key economic sectors 
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h) Strategic natural 
resource/environmental assets 

i) Affordable housing need 

j) Housing allocations (units) 

k) Strategic health and well-being 
issues 

l) Strategic Welsh Language issues 

m) A settlement hierarchy 

n) Population growth (forecasts) 

 

3.2 Prioritising cross border issues 
Participants were asked to place their sticky dot within a row to best represent 
their choice as to which different economic, social, cultural and environmental 
issues are of most importance as a cross-border issue for their region. Participants 
were able to choose their preferred three from seven options. 

The results, as shown in full at Appendix B, show all the different options were 
selected at least once but with evident consensus that some types of cross border 
issues are considered to be more important than others for the participants.  

For the purposes of this report, a total count has been provided to illustrate the 
choices. This seeks to help inform the Welsh Government which cross-border 
policy issues are of most importance in the region. This is shown below: 

Linkage Number of times selected 

Energy infrastructure 8 

Employment / place of work 9 

Housing and communities 2 

Labour / employees / skills 13 

Retail / commercial and leisure 1 

Services and facilities 6 

Transport and travel 17 
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3.3 Defining major employment sites 
Participants were asked to place their sticky dot on an area of a worksheet to best 
represent their choice as to which size/scale employment sites are considered to be 
‘major’ in their region.  

The results, as shown in full at Appendix B, show that the majority of participants 
considered a ‘major’ employment site in Mid & South West Wales to be greater 
than 5 hectares.  

For the purposes of this report, a total count has been provided to illustrate the 
choices. This seeks to help inform the Welsh Government how the NDF could 
best help shape major (or strategic) employment sites across the regions. This is 
shown below: 

Scale of Employment Site Number of times selected 

50+ hectares 3 

Between 20 and 50 hectares 1 

20 hectares 4 

Between 10 and 20 hectares 1 

10 hectares 9 

Less than 10 hectares 7 

We recognise that scale is only one way in which to define major sites and other 
factors could be considered. This definition is discussed more broadly in the 
Study Report.  

3.4 Defining major centres of retail and commercial 
activity 

Participants were asked to place their sticky dot beneath an area of a worksheet to 
best represent their choice as to which scale centres of retail and commercial 
activity are considered to be ‘major’ in their region. This was complemented by 
three maps: 

1. Map A: showing centres where there are 3,000 or more employed in the retail 
/ commercial sector; 

2. Map B: 2,000 or more; and 

3. Map C: 1,000 or more. 

The maps and the results, as shown in full at Appendix B, show the participants 
selected all of the options but with variations focused on Maps B, C and in-
between.  
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For the purposes of this report, a total count has been provided to illustrate the 
choices as selected. This seeks to help inform the Welsh Government how the 
NDF could best help shape major (or strategic) centres of retail and commercial 
activity across the regions. This is shown below: 

 Number of times selected 

Over 3,000 Employees 0 

Over 2,000 Employees 2 

Between 1,000 and 2,000 
Employees 

0 

Over 1,000 Employees 19 

3.5 Summary 

The results show general consensus in Mid & South West Wales that: 

1. The majority of strategic policy areas should be defined at the regional or 
local level, apart from strategic energy projects, transport objectives or 
targets, minerals issues, waste issues, cross-border issues and marine 
planning – which should be defined at the national to regional level. 

2. The key cross-border issues include transport and travel, energy 
infrastructure and labour / employees / skills as well as places of 
employment / work.  

3. There is a lack of consensus over what scale a major employment site in 
Mid and South West Wales is, but there is a focus on one that is around 10 
hectares. 

4. A major centre of retail and commercial activity in Mid and South West 
Wales is one that accommodates more than 1,000 jobs. 
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4 Results of Activity 2 - SWOT 
People were encouraged to consider Strengths / Weaknesses as ‘Current’ and 
Opportunities / Threats as ‘Future’.  

SWOT discussions were facilitated and notes were taken to help capture all of the 
points raised and shared. These are presented in the sections below. 

The analysis of the SWOT is provided in the separate Study Report. 

Photographs of the outputs and discussions are provided in Appendix C. 

Section 4.4 provides a summary and regional overview. 

4.1 Social and Cultural 

STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES  

• Active travel 

• Protection of National Parks 

• Healthy lifestyle 

• Heritage and historic landscape 

• Different socio-cultural identities 

• Skill-base within region 

• Restricted employment 

• Physical transport links and connectivity 

• IT/digital infrastructure 

• Out migration of young people 

• Local Authority communication within 
region  

• Perception around tourism, lack of “buy 
in” 

• Negative population growth 

• Health infrastructure 

• Aging population and health services 
pressure 

• Major job losses in border towns 

• Limited apprentice opportunities and 
capacity of businesses to offer them 
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OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

• Jobs to inspire growth 

• Culture change - Green Regeneration 

• Responding to new ways of working (e.g. 
work from home) 

• Digital connectivity 

• Healthy lifestyle 

• Heritage and historic landscape 

• Inter-generation interaction 

• Second homes and community 
breakdown 

• Negative population growth 

• Lack of cohesive sense of region 

• Health infrastructure 

• Cultural heritage 

• Tension between urban and rural 
priorities 

• Education and closure of village schools 

Planning Levers and Barriers were also discussed (being opportunities, 
mechanisms or constraints to a successful planning policy and development 
management system), with the following issues raised (all being levers): 

• Planning for Welsh Language at business level  

• Area Statements within NDF Regions  

• Housing for Welsh Language speakers  

• Protection of Listed Buildings and heritage 

• Planning for housing typology and development  

• Joint working at Local Planning Authority and regional level  

 

Priorities for the NDF were discussed and the following key points emerged:  

• Flexibility to respond to different localities 

• Joined-up planning approaches and consistencies (e.g. within tourism) 

• Retention of Welsh Language and ensure its sensitivity as with the 
environment 

• Connectivity between activities delivered on different spatial bases 

• Clear relationship between LDPs, SDPs, Community Plans and the NDF 

• Careful development in rural areas 

• Ensuring Local Authorities are able to input detail via LDPs 

• Horizontal policy connections 

• Education intervention at younger age to encourage regional skills growth 
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4.2 Economic 

STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES  

• Energy sector and Low Carbon economy 
(including R&D) 

• Tourism 

• Steel and minerals 

• Large-scale agricultural development 

• Working from home  

• New businesses introduced from non-
Welsh speakers (SMEs) 

• Trade with Ireland and international 
locations 

• Location of housing 

• Universities 

• Lifestyle 

• High quality rural areas 

• Quality places to work 

 

• Perceived friction between planning system 
and Welsh Language 

• Welsh Language and culture dilution 

• Reliance on universities and their influence 
on region 

• Planning system as barrier to development 

• Minimal Local Authority neighbour 
collaboration 

• Inconsistent approach to development of 
rural enterprise dwellings 

• Un-representative place-planning 

• Housing need 

• Modal shift 

• Night-time economy 

• Mobile network 

• Online retail 

• Transport and air quality 

• Under-occupied homes 

• “Long border” and economics of distance 

• Distance to markets (e.g. from 
Pembrokeshire) 

• Care for elderly and location of necessary 
care facilities 

• Sustainable transport and populations 
needed for their viability 

• Graduate ‘Brain Drain’ across border and 
internationally 

• Cross-border competitive disadvantage 

• Seasonality and low-paid employment of 
tourism 

• Lack of official tourist attractions 

• Air quality 

• Poor digital infrastructure 

• Housing, job opportunities, service and 
infrastructure for population retention 
within region 
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OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

• Strategic position of Neath Port Talbot as 
gateway to south 

• Regional ports for renewable energy as 
well as oil opportunities 

• Regional natural assets in the form of 
National Parks, general landscape, 
coastline, and dark skies 

• Possibility of designation of new 
Cambrian Mountains National Park 

• Agricultural sector and produce 

• Growth of Universities and linking higher 
education to new business and 
employment 

• Electronic economy 

• Higher environmental controls 

• Place-planning 

• Rural agenda 

• Economic future/vision 

• The Haven and marine industries 

• Aligning sites with infrastructure 

 

• Insufficient housing, market or affordable 

• Declining use of Welsh language 

• Aging population and ‘top heavy’ 
demographic, with increased dependency 
on services  

• Care for the elderly, particularly in rural 
areas 

• Mobility and transport issues 

• Retaining the workforce in region 

• Quality of jobs 

• Quality of place 

• Impact of Brexit on economy, particularly 
agricultural sector and the operation of 
ports 

• Impact of service dependency on digital 
systems - reducing face-to-face solutions, 
establishing community physical services, 
and creating well-being issues 

• Agricultural pollution 

• Declining workforce 

• Economy vs. the environment and socio-
cultural issues 

• Aligning sites with infrastructure 
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Planning Levers and Barriers were also discussed, with the following issues raised 
(all levers):  

• TAN 20 and Welsh language to better account for Welsh speaking areas 

• Understanding the relationship between different spatial levels of government 

and create more balanced discourse; concerns that this is currently very much 

top down, which doesn’t help Welsh language issues. 

• Importance of simplicity in planning system 

• Complementarity of Planning Acts and other related Acts  

 

Priorities for the NDF were discussed and the following key points emerged:  

• Developing communities through positive planning 

• Helping creative an inclusive economy 

• Providing more housing in the right places, including via off-site fabrication  

• Expanding the use of renewable energy 

• Building on and developing skills and trade 

• Considering the impacts of an ageing population 

• Linking LDPs to NDF and vice versa 

• Construction using people trained locally 

• Developing a region-wide circular economy 

• Creating a new economic future for the region 

• Converting regional assets into prosperity – diversification opportunities 

• Improve the digital economy and digital infrastructure 

• Using the Well-being Act more effectively to drive sustainable forms of 

development and ways of working 
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4.3 Environmental  

STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES  

• Forestry 

• Minerals 

• Landscape and natural resources, 
including water 

• Built environment 

• Resistance to SuDS 

• Development in flood risk areas 

• Waste management at national level 

• Green Spaces in developments 

• Grid connectivity 

OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

• Seaside tourism 

• Biodiversity potential 

• Tourism and enviro-tourism (e.g. 
glamping) 

• Multi-functional Green Spaces 

• Forestry  

• Decarbonisation 

• Modal split towards Green Transport 

• Copper resource 

• Marine tourism 

• Circular economy 

• Renewable energy generation, including 
offshore 

• Greener housing 

• New designations 

• Data and modernisation of land 
management techniques to inform policy 

• Environmental education and engagement 

• Localised grid 

• Contribution of environment to wellbeing 
and health 

• Illegal and unregulated waste 

• Marine tourism 

• Climate change 

• Risks of pollution 

• Environmental constraints impacting built 
development 

• Tourism 

• Industrialisation of farming 

• Air pollution 

• Grid connectivity – impacting renewable 
energy potential 

• Wildfires 

• Flooding 

• Accountability in decision-making at a 
national and regional level 

• Agricultural permitted development – 
impact on landscape 

• Privately owned landscape 

• Phosphates in water – public health 
impact 
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Planning Levers and Barriers were also discussed, with the following issues 
raised:  

Levers: 

• Biodiversity gain by developers  

Barriers: 

• Stage at which site constraints are considered 

• Land remediation – onus on developers 

• Level of decision-making 

 

Priorities for the NDF were discussed and the following key points emerged:  

• Driving forward opportunities for renewable forms of energy 

• Defining strategic issues at the regional and national level 

• Considering different scales of development influencing decision-making 

• Better consideration of all factors involved in decision-making 

• Understanding rural land use issues better 

• Having a joined-up approach to environmental decisions 

• Partnership working at the strategic level to help facilitate development 

• Considering ‘low impact’ housing at the national level 

• Considering designated sites and their management at the strategic level 

• Facilitating local ownership in energy projects 

• Protecting and enhancing biodiversity 

• Area statements for NDF Regions 

• Land maps and site grading to help identify areas for development 
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4.4 Summary 

4.4.1 Key points 

Ten key points raised by stakeholders with an interest in the Mid & South West 
Wales region were: 

1. Pride in the Welsh language and concern to retain and increase its use 
within communities 

2. Impact of Brexit on economy, particularly within the agricultural sector and 
the operation of ports 

3. Declining workforce and low skill-base within region, attributed to job 
losses in border towns, out-migration of young people and limited 
apprentice opportunities 

4. Concern regarding negative population growth and an increasingly skewed 
demographic, with associated pressure on health services 

5. Opportunities brought by digital connectivity and an openness to respond to 
new ways of working, including work from home 

6. Healthy lifestyles as an important well-being strength and opportunity to 
attract more people to the region 

7. The importance of renewable energy, decarbonisation and low carbon 
economy growth within the region 

8. Consensus regarding regional natural and heritage assets - National Parks, 
landscape, coastline, and dark skies, and their opportunities for seasonal 
growth of tourism including enviro-tourism 

9. Concern about loss of culture and Welsh language with inward and outward 
migration as well as second homes, for their perceived contribution towards 
community break-down 

10. Insufficient market and affordable housing, alongside the opportunities for 
green and off-site manufactured housing to meet regional needs 
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4.4.2 How the NDF could or should help the region 

Stakeholders suggested that the NDF could or should help the region in the 
following ten ways: 

1. Protect the natural and historic environment, with opportunity to integrate 
with area statements, minerals, waste, coastal and marine planning 

2. Encourage apprentice opportunities and other education development that 
will help retain young people in the area and build skills-base 

3. Support green growth through renewable energy and grid connections as 
well as help the decarbonisation agenda, including via local ownership of 
energy projects 

4. Support environmental and historic designated sites and their management 

5. Protect the Welsh language and associated cultural assets  

6. Stimulate growth of the digital economy and infrastructure 

7. Policy connectivity between activities delivered on different spatial bases 

8. Facilitate sustainable tourism across the region 

9. Encourage partnership working and plan-making at a strategic level 

10. Allow flexibility on housing targets, re-use of existing buildings and the 
housing market and readdress community balance with greater control over 
second homes and non-indigenous population 

These priorities and suggestions in relation to what the NDF could / should do 
will be explored in greater detail through the wider SWOT Reports which are to 
be prepared alongside this Workshop Summary Report.  
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1. Introductions
2. The Study
3. Data and trends
4. Data definitions and issues

Break
5. SWOT
6. Next steps
7. Close 

Agenda
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Project team Stakeholders Housekeeping Study

Introductions



4

• National Development Framework (NDF)
• NDF Consultation
• Scope of Research
• NDF Regions
• Study to be completed in February 2019

The Study
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Data and Spatial Maps
Economic Social and Cultural Environmental

Employment Population National Parks

Unemployment Key settlements Designations

GVA WIMD AQMAs

GDP Welsh language Listed Buildings

Work in primary sector Method of travel to work Flood risk areas

Work in secondary sector Educational attainment Renewables

Work in tertiary sector Road and rail
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Characteristics – Mid & West Wales

9%
No Qualifications 4.2% Unemployment

24%
Speak 
Welsh

£14.9bn 
GVA 14% work from home

0.9m
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Trends – Comparison across Welsh Regions

696,400

904,400

1,524,700
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North Wales Mid & West Wales South Wales

31%

24%
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Percentage able to speak Welsh

North Wales Mid & West Wales South Wales
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40.0%
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Unemployment

Employment rate - aged 16-64

Unemployment rate - aged 16-64
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Approach) by Local Authority 

(£bn)
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33% 34%

9% 9% 8%
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% with NVQ4+ - aged 16-64
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12%
14%
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South Wales Mid & West
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Work mainly at or from home
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1. How a wide range of potential policy areas should be defined

2. Scale at which employment sites could be judged to be ‘major’ 

3. Location of ‘major’ centres of retail and commercial activity

4. The most important cross border linkages for your region

Please place a sticker in the area that best represents your choices.

Anything else please tell us….

Definitions and Issues
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Facilitated stakeholder activity in 
three groups:

1. Economic
2. Environmental
3. Social and cultural

Structured around
a) SWOT for the NDF
b) Planning levers and barriers 
c) Priorities for the region –

focusing on the national scale

SWOT
WS

O
T
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• Factual Workshop Report
• Focused stakeholder meetings about projects and plans
• Data collection for publication via Lle Portal
• Study Report

- SWOT to support the development of national planning policy
- Provide direction for regional planning

• Publication of the NDF

Next Steps



Thank you

For further information contact:
Russell.Dobbins@gov.wales 
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