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Welsh MPA and Relevant Authority Groups 
2018/19 Update 

Introduction 
The MPA Management Steering Group was set up to help provide a national steer for MPA 

management across the network of MPAs in Wales. The group has since produced an MPA Network 

Management Framework for Wales. The framework sets out the structure for improving the 

management and condition of the network of MPAs in Wales for the period 2018-23. Following this, 

an MPA Network Management Action Plan was produced for 2018-19. The plan sets out the priority 

actions identified by the MPA Management Steering Group to maintain and improve the management 

and condition of the MPA network across Wales.   

It was agreed by the MPA Management Steering Group that maintaining links between the network 

and local level was important. Therefore action 20 was included in the action plan: 

‘Maintain links between the Network Action Plan and locally agreed actions where they exist, and 

support exploration of funding opportunities’. 

MPAs and Relevant Authority Groups (RAGs) 
This report covers five out of the 134 MPAs in Welsh waters, however they do represent the larger 

MPAs and as such cover a large portion of the Welsh MPA network. Many of the smaller MPAs such 

as SSSIs and RAMSARs fall within the boundaries of the five sites and help underpin them. Projects 

undertaken within the five MPAs will always consider the requirements of the smaller MPAs nestled 

within as well as other considerations e.g. Biodiversity Action Plans and the Water Framework 

Directive.  Some of the projects will also help deliver management for the new Harbour Porpoise SACs 

as well as existing sites with no RAG e.g. Menai Strait and Conwy Bay SAC.   Many of the projects 

outlined in this report are identified as local actions within the Network Action Plan 2018-19 Annex 1.   

The RAGs included in this report: 

- Pen Llŷn a’r Sarnau RAG 

- Cardigan Bay RAG 

- Pembrokeshire Marine RAG 

- Carmarthen Bay and Estuaries RAG 

- Association of Severn Estuary RAG 

Other work 
This report focuses on the projects undertaken by the RAGs and site officers of the MPAs listed above, 

that will help improve or maintain site condition. However, there are many tasks undertaken by the 

RAGs and site officers that are essential to maintain site management that are not covered by 

individual projects. These include, but are not limited to: 

- Maintaining the RAG and Liaison Group 

- Stakeholder engagement 

- Raising awareness and education 

- Sourcing and securing funding 

- MPA contact point 
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- Providing advice and information 

- Liaison and partnership working 

- Working with other site officers to ensure consistency across the network  

- Sitting on various groups to ensure MPAs are represented and promote joint working e.g. MPA 

Management Steering Group, Marine Planning Stakeholder Reference Group etc.  

 

Funding for MPA site officers has varied greatly over the years. This is reflected in the number of days 

a week each site has a dedicated site officer. It varies from one to five days a week, see table 1.  This 

in turn reflects the amount of work possible on site.  

 

MPA Number of days per week 

Pen Llŷn a’r Sarnau SAC 5 

Cardigan Bay SAC 4 

Pembrokeshire Marine SAC 2.5 

Carmarthen Bay and Estuaries EMS 1 

Severn Estuary EMS 2 
Table 1: Number of days per week each MPA has a dedicated site officer 

 

Management principles  
The MPA Management Steering Group developed five management principles to guide delivery of the 

vision and objectives for the management of the network. Each action included in this report 

contributes to at least one of the five management principles. Local actions contribute primarily to 

management principle 5, wider management. But many also contribute to other management 

principles.  

Management Principle 

MP1: Strategic Planning 

MP2: Regulation, development consenting and assessment processes 

MP3: Management advice and guidance 

MP4: Understanding the condition of, and pressures and threats on, sites and their features to 
inform management 

MP5: Wider management 

Table 2: Management principles 
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Pen Llŷn a’r Sarnau SAC RAG – 2018/19 update 

Land and Sea Llŷn / Summit to Sea  
Funding has been secured for two catchment level 

projects within PLAS. Land and Sea Llŷn covers the Llŷn 

Peninsular and has secured three years funding from 

the Sustainable Management Scheme Funds.  Summit 

to Sea covers the bottom third of the SAC and has 

secured five years funding through the Endangered 

Landscapes Fund. The aim of these projects is to 

manage marine, freshwater and terrestrial 

environments together. The SAC Officer is marine lead 

for both these projects. Many of the projects below 

are delivered under one or both of these projects. As well as project delivery a lot of time has been 

spent on stakeholder engagement and involvement.  

Water quality 
Water quality is an issue that many MPAs across the network 

face. This project focuses on the Daron catchment on the 

Llŷn. Working closely with partners, such as NRW, the Daron 

River has been sampled at regular intervals at multiple 

locations over an extended period. A contract was also run to 

walk the entire catchment to identify sources of pollution. As 

a result a report was produced identifying sources of 

pollution as well as providing recommendations that will lead 

to improved water quality. A successful workshop was then 

run with landowners to present the results and discuss the 

recommendations. The next stage will be to implement the 

recommendations in the report. Funding has been set aside for this in the Land and Sea Llŷn project 

for 2019-20. Work has also begun to lay the groundwork for reviewing data on nutrient condition, fish 

and freshwater invertebrates of the estuary feature. This work will continue in 2019-20. 

(This project also contributes towards Action 15 “Explore how outcomes from pilot projects on diffuse 

and atmospheric pollution at Pen Llŷn a'r Sarnau, Pembrokeshire Marine and Severn Estuary SACs can 

be applied across the network”.) 

Crawfish 
It has been reported that crawfish populations in PLAS were decimated in the 1970. Their populations 

remain critically low. Crawfish are a component of the reef feature in PLAS. This project looks to 

explore feasible options that will help the crawfish recover. The SAC Officer has been working closely 

with other areas and experts to explore possible actions. The SAC Officer has secured the support of 

local fisheries associations and dive clubs. The SAC Officer is currently working on pulling all 

information together to ensure that the project is based on the best evidence.  
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Otters 
Otters are a feature of PLAS. They are currently in favourable condition but still face a number of 

issues. This project is twofold, first to ensure that they remain in favourable condition and second to 

use the otter an educational tool. The SAC Officer has been gathering information on all work past and 

present with regard to otters to see where the gaps are and to ascertain what more needs to be done. 

The otter will also be used as an iconic representation of the catchment approach to management as 

it uses terrestrial, freshwater and marine environments. The otter will feature as a character on the 

new education pack and one of the activities will centre on the otter.  

Litter 
Litter projects in PLAS focus on a number of different elements mainly, beach 

cleans, litter monitoring and reducing litter from source. A number of beach 

cleans have been run across PLAS. The Last Straw campaign has continued with 

many businesses pledging to stop using straws or switch to biodegradable 

versions. Work has also gone into maintaining 

the #2minbeachclean stations. PLAS also 

worked with a team of universities who sailed a Welsh long boat into 

Arctic waters to study the effects of plastic. Images and film taken 

during this voyage will form the basis of a PLAS litter exhibition and 

event in 2019.  

Education Pack 
Education is a key element of marine management. The SAC Officer has been leading a partnership to 

develop a bilingual education pack for primary schools. The pack will cover marine, freshwater and 

terrestrial environments in line with the catchment approach to management. The SAC Officer also 

collaborated with Cardigan Bay and Pembrokeshire Marine SAC. 

#Largo18 
A programme of events was developed by #Ecoamgueddfa and partners to celebrate the year of the 

sea on Llŷn in 2018. PLAS led the awareness activities that included beach sessions, school visits, 

presentations as well as introducing a new electronic marine litter game. Thousands of children, 

visitors and local communities took part in the events.  

Marine Code and Dolphin Watch  
In partnership with Ceredigion SAC and stakeholders a new Marine Code was 

produced for PLAS in 2016 to reduce marine mammal and bird disturbance. 

The SAC Officer then went on to produce a code for Anglesey and Conwy. The 

same code is now promoted across the four counties and has been adopted 

and distributed by each local authority. Training was also given to maritime 

staff in Gwynedd, Anglesey and Conwy. In 2018-19 work focused on 

distributing and promoting the code. The SAC Officer has also been working 

with the Pembrokeshire Coastal forum to develop special mapping for sensitive areas of PLAS. This 

has included several stakeholder workshops. The SAC Officer has also been exploring possible 

supporting material for the marine codes and creative methods to improve distribution and 

compliance. Dolphin Watch has also continued were trained volunteers use data forms to monitor the 

compliance with the marine code.  
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Fisheries Projects 
The SAC Officer continues to work closely with local fishermen and associations to develop projects 

to follow the Llŷn Marine Ecosystems project.  

PLAS Biosecurity Plan 
The SAC Officer has been working with NRW to develop a biosecurity plan for PLAS to help prevent 

the spread of invasive non-natives. This year the SAC Officer has coordinated the collation of up to 

date data on hotspots and pathways for non-natives in Wales. This has been collated into GIS map 

layers. This will form the baseline for the biosecurity plan work from April 2019.  

Seal Pup Disturbance  
The SAC Officer has coordinated work to explore the option of tackling the issue of seal pup 

disturbance at a national level. This has included sourcing funding, writing proposals and coordinating 

editing a panel. 

Blue Heart Project 
The Blue Heart project aimed to take a storytelling approach bringing to life the relationship between 

people in the UK and the ocean. The data was gathered via video-recorded interviews by a range 

of people with varying values and perspectives, at different locations across the UK. PLAS helped 

interview people in PLAS and provided Welsh language support. The project will produce a final 

documentary film that reflects what interviewees revealed about their connection to the ocean and 

their views on key marine conservation issues. 

Porthdinllaen Seagrass Project 
This project looks at options to reduce the impact of anchoring and mooring on seagrass. Porthdinllaen 

has one of the largest and densest seagrass beds in Wales. In February 2019 two helical anchors were 

installed in the inner harbour in Porthdinllaen. These will be trailed this year in the hope that they will 

replace the concrete block mooring anchor.  Helical anchors have a smaller footprint so have much 

less of an impact on installation, inspection and replacing.    

Awareness and Education  
Awareness and education plays an essential role in marine management. In order to reach as many 

people as possible the SAC Officer has: 

- Produced issue one of the PLAS magazine O Dan y Don 

- Been active on social media accounts and maintained the PLAS website 

- Written articles for a number of publications 

- Been on local radio and appeared on TV discussing marine issues 

- Given a number of presentations 

- Ensured that PLAS material has been at various shows and events 

- Visited local schools 

- Promoted PLAS films 

- Marine educational roadshow in partnership with Snowdonia National Park 

For further information about these projects or the Pen Llŷn a’r Sarnau SAC please contact Alison 

Hargrave at alisonpalmerhargrave@gwynedd.llyw.cymru. Or visit www.penllynarsarnau.co.uk. You 

can also find information on the PLAS Facebook and Twitter sites.  

mailto:alisonpalmerhargrave@gwynedd.llyw.cymru
http://www.penllynarsarnau.co.uk/
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Cardigan Bay SAC RAG – 2018/19 Update 

Citizen science 

The MPA Officer continued to recruit, train and support 

volunteers for the Dolphin Watch monitoring project. From 

August 2018, with funding from NRW, the MPA Officer 

expanded this project to become the Dolphin and Porpoise 

Watch monitoring programme, with the aim to recruit, 

train and support volunteers to collect data on harbour 

porpoise along the Ceredigion coast.  

We currently have little data on site use by harbour 

porpoise.  We will be using the data gathered to gain a better understanding of site use by harbour 

porpoise; if this is linked to an absence of bottlenose dolphins at the time of the sighting, and patterns 

of possible avoidance behaviour at times of the year when bottlenose dolphins are present. 

Volunteers will also be collecting data on sightings of chough during spring 2019. The aim is to collect 

data identifying key areas along the Ceredigion coast for this species, habitat use by choughs, 

preferred feeding sites and to try and establish the location 

of nest sites. This data can then be used to inform future 

habitat management.  

The MPA Officer provided training and support for existing 

Dolphin Watch volunteers to include porpoise and chough 

in their monitoring observations at existing watch locations. 

Four additional training sessions were delivered in 

September 2018 at New Quay Bird’s Rock, Aberporth, 

Aberystwyth and Mwnt.  

Events 

The MPA Officer delivered thirteen Dolphin and Porpoise watching events between August – October 

2018 to engage the public and raise awareness and understanding of harbour porpoise in Welsh 

waters. These events were held at New Quay Harbour wall, New Quay Bird’s Rock and Mwnt. 88 

members of the public participated in these events. 

The MPA Officer also ran six ‘marine creature creations’ workshops, involving 44 members of the 

public, to raise awareness of marine litter during the autumn half term holiday 2018. 

The MPA Officer ran three Dolphin and Porpoise Watch events from the harbour wall in New Quay 

during the two weeks covering both the Welsh and English schools February half term holiday, 

porpoises were sighted on two out of three of these events. 22 people participated. The MPA Officer 

also ran Dolphin and Porpoise watching events every Saturday throughout March, porpoise have been 

sighted regularly.  

Dolphin Watch 

The MPA Officer inputted the 2017 Dolphin Watch data into the database and produced the 2016 

Dolphin Watch report.  

School workshops 

The MPA Officer delivered shore based field visits to Key Stage Two children from primary schools in 

Aberaeron, Cei Newydd and Aberporth to celebrate ‘Blwyddyn y Môr’ ‘Year of the Sea’. 
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Ceredigion Marine Code of Conduct 

The MPA Officer promoted the Ceredigion Marine Code of Conduct throughout the 2018 season; 

distributing copies of the code to water users launching from New Quay and educating those water 

users not following its recommendations. The MPA Officer worked closely with wildlife trip boat 

operators to ensure that the Commercial code was consistently followed.  Three 8 knot buoys were 

put out for the season to highlight the voluntary speed restriction and to encourage water users to 

keep their vessels on the seaward side of the buoys in sensitive areas containing sea bird colonies and 

seal haul out sites.  

Interpretation material 

The MPA Officer has produced both leaflets and 

interpretation panels in Welsh and English to promote 

understanding and awareness of chough and harbour 

porpoise in Ceredigion as part of the NRW funded project to 

raise the profile of these species in Ceredigion.  

Marine litter 

As a result of a successful NRW funded pilot marine litter 

reduction scheme in the village of Llangrannog in 2016, part of a collaborative project with PLAS SAC, 

who ran a similar pilot project in Cricieth; we wanted to accredit or reward businesses who reduced 

their plastic use and packaging. 

As part of an NRW funded marine litter reduction project for 

2019, The MPA officer launched a competition with five 

coastal primary schools in Ceredigion. The project worked 

with children in years 5 and 6, and following a workshop with 

the MPA officer the pupils were tasked with designing a 

poster to be used for the accreditation scheme. 133 children 

participated, 5 winning designs were chosen, these children 

were awarded with certificates and a non-fiction book 

encouraging plastic reduction, eight runners up also received 

certificates. The MPA officer also awarded each school with a 

copy of the plastic reduction book for their school. 

The designs chosen each accredit businesses for one of the following areas – not giving out plastic 

straws, plastic reduction, packaging reduction and re-filling water bottles. The fifth design will be used 

in schools to encourage plastic reduction.  The accreditation scheme will be rolled out during the 

spring and summer of 2019. 

Cardigan Bay Marine Protected Area Information and Activity Centre 

The MPA Officer opened the Visitor’s Centre on New Quay 

harbour wall every Saturday from the beginning of April to 

the end of October 2018 and during school holidays during 

February and March 2019.  

 

For further information about these projects or the Cardigan 

Bay SAC please contact Melanie Heath at 

Melanie.Heath2@ceredigion.gov.uk.   

 

mailto:Melanie.Heath2@ceredigion.gov.uk
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Pembrokeshire Marine SAC RAG – Project Updates April 2018-March 2019 

SWEPT (Surveying the Waterway Environment for Pollution Threats) has been led by the 

Pembrokeshire Marine SAC Officer and co-delivered with the West Wales Rivers Trust, Pembrokeshire 

Coastal Forum and the Darwin Centre.  It has been funded by an NRW grant.  SWEPT has recruited, 

organised, and trained citizen science volunteers to collect environmental data within the Milford 

Haven Waterway.  This data (including the results of water sample testing for nitrates and phosphates) 

is being used to better understand the effects of land run-off upon the marine environment, and to 

lead to environmental improvements. 

Social media and local networks were utilised to recruit volunteers for the project in late summer 

2018.  Registration forms came pouring in; the level of interest took all by surprise.  The large number 

of volunteers meant that more stretches of the Waterway could be surveyed.  The survey stretches 

were determined largely by access; in the end 46 stretches were allocated to volunteers.   

Kyoritsu PackTest kits were used for the water sampling as they are the most 

accurate and cheap and easy to use.  However, as they are manufactured in 

Japan, considerable lead-in time was needed to secure stock.  The first survey 

was carried out at the end of November 2018, with three further repeat 

surveys in December, January and February.  Data is currently being compiled 

and analysed.  The first survey alone resulted in 729 photographs being taken, 

273 individually logged water inputs, and 190 water samples tested for nitrate 

and phosphate levels.  Early indications show that nitrate is at very high levels 

in many places (unsurprisingly, but levels do vary on a local scale).  Phosphate 

is generally low throughout – no high levels have been recorded at all.  In 

addition to the water quality results, volunteers also collected information on 

interesting finds, marine litter, non-natives and any other pollution threats such as oil or fly tipping.  

SWEPT surveys resulted in some reports to NRW about immediate pollution concerns thereby aiding 

pollution prevention. 

In addition, group educational survey sessions were 

run and canoe trips reached hard-to-access 

areas.  A feedback event for volunteers was held 

in May and potential next steps have been discussed 

with NRW.   

A final project report will be completed by the 

autumn.  SWEPT has undoubtedly raised 

awareness of the issue of land run-off affecting the 

marine environment and this will hopefully lead to 

changes in land management and a reduction in 

nutrient pollution within the Waterway resulting 

in improved ecological status of the Milford Haven 

Waterway and improved condition of the Pembrokeshire Marine SAC. 

(SWEPT also contributes towards Action 15 “Explore how outcomes from pilot projects on diffuse and 

atmospheric pollution at Pen Llŷn a'r Sarnau, Pembrokeshire Marine and Severn Estuary SACs can be 

applied across the network”.)  

Pembrokeshire Marine Bilingual Education Pack.  Provision of a bilingual education resource has been 

an aspiration since the Marine Awareness Roadshow for Schools (MARS) work in 2012-2015.   The SAC 

Officer made contact early on with local educators and interested parties to ensure good collaboration 

 

 

Map of SWEPT water sample data (nitrate levels) 

from Survey 1 (November 2018).  
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and to target the resource appropriately.  It was agreed that the pack would be mainly aimed at 

primary school education, but be relevant for other organised groups to use.  Liaison also occurred 

with the Cardigan Bay MPA Officer to draw on her extensive marine education work and teaching 

experience, who has already produced a Seashore Education Pack. This was very useful and enabled 

a clearer idea of what the pack could contain and how it could be presented. In addition, there was 

collaboration with Alison Hargrave (PLAS SAC Officer) who was also developing some education 

resources. 

A workshop with some teachers was held in March 2019 at which a draft education pack was 

considered and presentation of information and ideas for further inclusion, were discussed.  The pack 

contains both shore-based and classroom activities as well as useful shore-based information to aid 

leaders and provide them with the confidence to undertake 

safe, productive and fun seashore trips.  It will be provided as 

e-copy only and is designed so that users can print individual 

activities as required.  With a little modification to remove 

local context, the pack is also able to fulfil requirements by 

Keep Wales Tidy for a national marine education resource 

freely available for all.  The resource should be completed in 

time for the summer term and a launch event is planned to 

raise awareness of its existence and provide training to 

teachers.     

Bait digging management. A bait digging code of conduct was introduced in 2015 to an area near Dale 

where intensive bait digging was having a negative impact.  A code was a recommendation of a 

legislative review and case study that the RAG commissioned, as the first step towards long-term 

management of digging of bait in the area.  A byelaw by Natural Resources Wales (NRW) was identified 

as a logical progression, whereby the ‘code’ could in effect be enshrined in statutory legislation.  The 

case for the introduction of a byelaw had to be made within NRW and approved by the appropriate 

boards, which has now happened.  However, resources within NRW are such that there is currently 

seen to be insufficient resource to police the byelaw effectively if it were introduced – not an ideal 

situation.  This is the current limitation on addressing bait digging management near Dale.  This issue 

has been raised recently within the Wales non-licensable activities project led by NRW and it is hoped 

that a solution can be found soon.   

Recreational carrying capacity of the coast within MPAs.  The SAC Officer is a steering group member 

and has been inputting to the Wales Activity Mapping project led by the Pembrokeshire Coastal Forum 

which is updating current information and looking into sustainable recreation activity.  As part of this 

work, conflicts between recreational activity and MPA features are being ‘heat mapped’ as a tool to 

help inform management.  Addressing recreational carrying capacity has been an action within the 

SAC Management Scheme since 2008.   

For further information about these projects or the Pembrokeshire Marine SAC please contact Sue 

Burton at sue.burton@mhpa.co.uk.   

 

 

 

mailto:sue.burton@mhpa.co.uk
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 Carmarthen Bay and Estuaries EMS RAG – 2018/19 Update 

Currently, the Carmarthen Bay & Estuaries European Marine Site Officer is only employed for one day 

per week. This is due to availability of funding from the Relevant Authorities Group partners. The post 

was recently funded for 12 months from 1st April 2019 until 30th March 2020. 

It is therefore difficult to undertake any project work in such limited time. The main areas of work are: 

 acting as Secretariat to the RAG – sending out information, taking minutes at the RAG 
meetings, organising meetings – setting Agenda and inviting speakers, distribution of minutes 

 attending external meetings and providing feedback to RAG 

 responding to consultations 

 liaison with other Welsh EMS Officers 

 production and distribution of a recent site information leaflet 

 liaison with NRW officers responsible for different aspects of the site 

 answering email queries 

 contributing to funding bids/projects 
 

For further information about these projects or the Carmarthen Bay and Estuaries EMS please contact 

Judith Oakley at Judith.Oakley@swansea.gov.uk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Judith.Oakley@swansea.gov.uk
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Association of Severn Estuary Relevant Authorities (ASERA) – 2018/19 Update 

Severn Estuary European Marine Site Management Scheme & Relevant Authorities Action Plan 

ASERA was pleased to publish the new 2018-2023 Severn Estuary European Marine Site (EMS) 

Management Scheme & Relevant Authority (RA) Action Plans in May 2018. The ASERA Management 

Scheme provides a mechanism for Relevant Authorities to set the framework within which their 

activities will be managed, either voluntarily or through legislation, to achieve the nature conservation 

objectives of the site. It considers whether activities are causing 

adverse effects and, if so, how such activities can be regulated by 

Relevant Authorities to prevent damage to the features and sub-

features of the site. The impact of an activity can depend upon its 

scale, location and frequency, as well as the vulnerability of a 

feature. 

Action Plans provide the mechanism for Relevant Authorities to 

address the following: 

 Activities identified as likely to be causing deterioration or 

significant disturbance to the site; 

 Activities of which the effects are unknown (i.e. there is 

insufficient evidence available at present to determine the 

level of deterioration or disturbance to the site);  

 Specific plans and projects of an ongoing and repetitive 

nature for which ASERA may facilitate the production of 

guidance notes. 

The reporting year for the RA Action Plans is 1 April to 31 March. The first report for 2018-2019 will 

be available in May 2019. 

Severn Estuary Good Practice Guidelines 

Recreational disturbance has been identified by ASERA as one 

of the key issues affecting the conservation status of the 

Severn Estuary EMS. Disturbance is any activity or noise that 

could change behaviour of an animal (feeding, resting or 

breeding) or habitat structure. Repeated disturbance can 

threaten the survival of some of the key species and habitats 

designated under the Severn Estuary EMS.  

Although produced in 2017, promotion of the guidelines remain a key component of ASERA’s work to 

ensure they are actively supported by RAs and are respected by user groups. 

Recreation Studies 

As mentioned above, recreational disturbance has been identified as a key issue for the Severn Estuary 

EMS.  A key focus of the ASERA Officer has been to undertake a review of activities in order to 

understand the potential impact they may be having on the features of the EMS.  

Land-based Recreation 

Phase 1 of this study aims to bring together existing data on a range of land-based recreational 

activities (e.g. bird watching), beach-based activities (e.g. kite surfing, sand bugging, motor cross) and 
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coastal access. Data is currently being collected on the intensity, frequency and location of these 

activities alongside and adjacent to the Severn Estuary. The Phase 1 report is now at a first draft stage 

and a sub-group of ASERA members has been agreed to review this data. This sub-group will be 

broadened to include wider stakeholder input later this year. The summary report is likely to be 

consulted on during 2019.  

Bait Digging & Recreational Angling  

This study includes both shore and boat-based angling, and bait digging for recreational purposes. 

Phase 1 of the study has involved collating and mapping existing information on these activities, in 

order to identify where there are gaps in data/evidence. Phase 2 is likely to involve site surveys, with 

the project completed by 2019-20. This evidence will inform whether there are any management 

actions required for RAs. 

Biosecurity in the Bristol Channel – What’s the Risk? 

In May 2018, ASERA provided a platform to pilot and ‘test’ the RAPID LIFE project biosecurity training 

package aimed at user groups most at risk of spreading Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) in coastal 

environments. As a result of these discussions, the group has agreed to undertake a high-level risk 

assessment of INNS in the Severn Estuary EMS.  We have recently been successful in funding for an 8-

week student placement to support this review. This will involve collate available information on the 

presence and location of established INNS within the EMS, the potential types of pathways for INNS 

spreading within and adjacent to the EMS and how both recreational and commercial use of the 

estuary may influence the spread of INNS. A specific sub-group of ASERA members has also been set 

up to oversee this review.  

Awareness Raising, ASERA Meetings & External Engagement 

The ASERA Officer continues to support the 

Relevant Authorities Group (RAG), 

facilitating meetings of both the ASERA 

Management and Working Group, and 

organising the Annual General Meeting 

(November 2018). 

We were also active members of the Wild 

Seas Wales partnership promoting 

responsible marine recreation as part of 

Visit Wales’ Year of the Sea 2018. We have 

also had a presence at many events over the 

year, such as the Volvo Ocean Race in 

Cardiff, promoting our recreational Good 

Practice Guidelines and communicating the 

work of ASERA. 

ASERA have also been represented by the ASERA Officer on Welsh Government’s Marine Planning 

Stakeholder Reference Group and the Wales Marine Advisory and Action Group (WMAAG), ensuring 

the cross-boundary Severn Estuary EMS has been taken account of in decision-making related to both 

Wales’ and England’s marine environment.  

For further information on the activities of ASERA, please contact Lucy Taylor at 

TaylorL14@cardiff.ac.uk.   

Figure 1. Members of the ASERA Management Group on a tour of Bristol 
Port in November 2018. 

mailto:TaylorL14@cardiff.ac.uk

