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Under Regulation 7 of the School Teachers’ Qualifications (Wales) 
Regulations 2012, an “accredited institution” is an institution accredited by the 
Higher Education Funding Council for Wales as a provider of courses or 
programmes of initial school teacher training (ITT). 

Under Regulation 7(2) of the 2012 Regulations, the Higher Education Funding 
Council for Wales may only accredit as a provider of courses or programmes 
of ITT an institution that satisfies such criteria as may be specified by the 
Welsh Ministers from time to time.  

Under Regulation 7(3) of the 2012 Regulations, the Higher Education Funding 
Council for Wales may withdraw the accreditation of an institution in 
accordance with such criteria as may be specified by the Welsh Ministers 
from time to time. 

This document sets out the accreditation criteria which all accredited 
institutions providing courses of ITT must satisfy. It includes requirements for 
the provision of ITT courses which replace the requirements previously set out 
in National Assembly for Wales Circular 2006 (no. 50) and Welsh Assembly 
Government Circular 17/2009. 

This document does not set out procedures for how proposals for 
accreditation should be presented or the procedures to be followed when 
there is evidence of an accredited institution’s non compliance with the criteria 
set out here. Drawing up these procedures and establishing and publishing 
clear and consistent documentation for them will be a matter for the Higher 
Education Funding Council for Wales. 

This document is made in exercise of the powers conferred on the Welsh 
Ministers by regulation 7 of The School Teachers’ Qualifications (Wales) 
Regulations 2012 (2012 No.724) and after consulting the Higher Education 
Funding Council for Wales in accordance with regulation 7(4). 

The accreditation criteria set out in this document will apply to all courses, the 
first year of which commences on or after 1 September 2014. 

Interpretation 

Except where the context otherwise requires, for the purpose of this 
document: 
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