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Working Towards a Safer, Stronger Wales 

 

Violence Against Women Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence National 

Advisors Annual Plan 2019-2020 

 

1. Introduction 

 

In 2015 the Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) 

Act (‘the Act’) came into force.  This was a ground breaking piece of legislation, 

which built on the progress made since the publication in 2010 of The Right to be 

Safe strategy and places a strategic, statutory focus on the key issues.    

The Welsh Government has introduced a range of measures to tackle the root 

causes of violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence 

(VAWDASV), and the Act has met the strategic objective to improve collaboration 

between the public sector and improve responses in Wales.  

The Welsh Government’s National Strategy, required by the Act, builds on the 

collective progress to date, and prioritises delivery in the areas of prevention, 

protection, and provision of support.  It sets out the Welsh Government’s key 

objectives based on the three purposes of the Act: prevention; protection; and 

support. The intention of the strategy is to improve the public sector response to 

gender-based violence, domestic abuse and sexual violence and to provide a 

strategic focus on these issues.  

For clarity, all actions and objectives set out in this annual plan apply to all victims 

and apply equally to female and male victims and survivors, BME, LGBQT, children 

and all those with other protected characteristics. 

In July 2018, the Welsh Government published the cross-government Delivery 

Framework. The priorities specified in the cross-government Framework will 

contribute to the pursuit of the prevention of violence and abuse, the protection of 

victims and the support of all those affected. The ultimate aim is to move to a society 

where everybody is able to live fear free.  The cross-government Framework outlines 

the specific actions that have been delivered to date, and sets out in more detail 

what the Welsh Government aims to deliver over the next 3 years to achieve the 

commitments within the Strategy.  Our Annual Plan complements and adds value to 

the cross-government Delivery Framework.  

The Welsh Government’s approach to enabling individuals and groups within our 

communities to live free from fear of violence and abuse in Wales is a demonstration 

of our application of the five ways of working outlined in the Well-Being of Future 

Generations (Wales) Act 2015 through involvement, prevention, integration, long 

term planning and collaboration. 
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There has been much progress since 2010 and multi-agency working is now 

commonplace, but there is still more to do.  We will work, along with the Welsh 

Government, to build on the foundations which have already been laid, to create a 

stronger, more resilient sector to support individuals and families who are at risk. 

Although these issues disproportionately affect women and girls, violence and abuse 

is also perpetrated against men and boys, and references in this plan to ‘victims’ and 

‘survivors’ mean all those who have experienced and been affected by VAWDASV. 

2. Context 

 
We are pleased to report on significant progress in this area as outlined in our 

Annual Report published in September 2018; however, we are fully aware there are 

specific challenges/objectives which require targeted and sustained effort.  Section 

22 of the Act requires us to produce an Annual Plan setting out our objectives and 

priorities for the coming year. 

This, our annual plan for the period April 2019 to March2020, sets out a framework 

which aims to support the progress of our key objectives and will help drive the 

ambition of making Wales one of the safest places in Europe for a woman, and 

ultimately for all its citizens. It is our aim to ensure the overarching purpose of the Act 

is translated into positive outcomes for those who need protection and support. 

Our overarching priorities for our term as National Advisors (and the measures we 

will use to monitor progress) are: 

Preventing Violence 

 A greater proportion of society believes VAWDASV is unacceptable and is 
empowered to challenge violent behaviour; 

 Fewer victims of sexual and domestic violence each year; 

 Frontline professionals (e.g. teachers, doctors, police and prosecutors) are 
better able to identify and deal with VAWDASV; 

 More employers recognise and support victims of VAWDASV. 
 

Provision of Services  

 VAWDASV victims receive a good and consistent level of service across 
Wales; 

 The statutory and third sectors get the response right the first time; 

 High quality commissioning and service provision at all levels – national, 
regional and local. 

 

Partnership Working 
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 Better support available for victims and their families with the statutory and 
third sectors working together to share information and agree practical action. 

 

Justice Outcomes and Risk Reduction 

We recognise this is not a devolved power, however by working in partnership with 

the relevant UK agencies we will work towards enabling the following:- 

 Increased confidence of women and girls to encourage access to the Criminal 
Justice System; 

 Improved criminal justice outcomes for victims of violence against women and 
girls, including the rate of convictions; 

 Increased rate of rehabilitation among offenders; 

 Reduced multiple incidents of violence by using the appropriate risk 
management tools. 

 

 

3. Issues and Challenges:  

 
Our role as National Advisors fully supports the ambition of the Welsh Government 

to eliminate all forms of gender-based violence. To do this we must change attitudes 

and implement a systematic and sustainable change in all areas of society. On a 

political, economic and societal level we must not tolerate any behaviour which 

causes harm or distress. We will continue to address some of the barriers and lack 

of awareness within key community settings. 

We identified a number of structural and cultural issues which we laid out in our 

annual report, published in September.   

 

The diversity of funding sources remains a concern; however, the development of a 

national model for sustainable funding for VAWDASV specialist services should help 

achieve Welsh Government’s VAWDASV Strategy priorities, which include:  

 Increased focus on holding perpetrators to account and provide opportunities 
to change their behaviour based around victim safety;  

 Make early intervention and prevention a priority; and  

 Provide victims with equal access to appropriately resourced, high quality, 
needs led, strength based, gender responsive services across Wales.  

 

The mix of devolved and non-devolved organisations active in taking forward the 

aims of the Act, includes Health, Housing, Education, the Probation Service, Police 

and Crime Commissioners and the Police, this can mean at times collaboration and 

integration can be difficult, particularly with some partners. 
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The lack of a single national set of quality standards or a Code of Practice has meant 

a limited uptake of accreditation against existing standards.  

 

Uncertainty about the future of local government reform has led to delayed decisions 

about releasing funding, for example for SARCs, or contributing budgets to a 

regional pot. 

 

At times there has seemed to be lack of join up between policy areas and 

departments within the Welsh Government. The Welsh Government has now 

committed to a cross-departmental approach and is in the process of establishing a 

cross-government steering group. 

 

Through our engagement with victims and survivors we are fully aware that whilst all 

authorities aspire to put victims and survivors at the centre of everything, this 

ambition has not been fully realised. Survivors identified 10 key recommendations for 

Welsh Government as part of the National Strategy, as National Advisors it is our 

priority to ensure we take forward these recommendations as part of our Annual 

Plan. The principles outlined by survivors, their experiences and the gaps which exist 

must be central to informing service development. It is our responsibility to ensure 

we act upon what they tell us, this is why we propose a “case-review” panel based 

on the CPS scrutiny panels, which identify service improvements drawn from historic 

cases. In May 2019, we will outline a Wales model which will help us learn and 

improve the victim’s journey. 

If you have one or more of the protected characteristics e.g. race, disability , then the 

Equality Act 2010 requires authorities to consider the impact on these characteristics 

when developing policy. It has long been thought that being a ‘victim of abuse’ 

should in itself be a protected characteristic, but the thinking has not been taken 

further. 

 

Improved referral pathways for mental health assessments which identify trauma 

caused by domestic abuse, sexual violence and illegal cultural harms. We have 

spoken to individuals who are affected by abuse and harm as well as professionals 

who require training and information so that they can signpost to specialist providers.   

This is an area of work we will prioritise in 2019 by working with Welsh Government 

policy leads and Health Boards. 

4. Objectives  2019 - 2020  

 
4.1 NATIONAL APPROACH TO REFUGE & Sexual Assault Referral Centre 

SERVICES 
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The welcome and necessary provision of safe places for victims has developed 

piecemeal over the years. It is highly valued. It is, however, under strain resource-

wise and subject to a geographical lottery. 

The same can be said for the provision of sexual assault referral centres (SARCs). 

There is a strong persuasive argument for saying that these are national emergency 

services and should be viewed in the same way that we see the other Emergency 

Services.  

We welcome the First Minister’s announcement to take steps to transform refuge 

provision and sexual violence services in Wales. This will include a review, led by the 

Wales Centre for Public Policy to examine some of the best international examples 

of services and support. In addition, and importantly, the review will engage service 

users to develop a “made in Wales” model that provides a world-leading standard of 

support to victims of sexual violence.  

Objective 1: We will review the findings and the recommendations conducted by the 

Wales Centre for Public Policy and support future developments. 

Objective 2: We will work with Local Authorities, Local Health Boards, the Third 

Sector and SARC Service providers to ensure the needs of victims and survivors are 

reflected within the Local Strategies by 1st May 2019. 

4.2 REPORTING & MONITORING/EVALUATION 

If you do not measure what you treasure, then it will not be done.  A quick review of 

the reporting and monitoring/evaluation landscape suggests that there is duplication 

and there are gaps. We consider some of it as being very effective and others less 

so. Much of it simply monitors the process rather than the desired outcomes. There 

is very little impact monitoring and, because of the way the services have developed, 

little cost-benefit or cost-effectiveness analysis.  

Objective 3: We will, by 30th June 2019, review work on identifying gaps in research 

data and data collection  and identifying best practice in evaluation.  

4.3 NATIONAL INDICATORS: 

The Act requires the creation and publication of National Indicators. 

Therefore, we are supporting the Welsh Minister to developing National Indicators 

which will be measures of progress against the purposes of the Violence against 

Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence Act. We have explored additional 

areas that would benefit from further research, and in 2019, we will be exploring 

questions we can include in the National Survey.  This area of work will be a priority 

for us as National Advisors, working with external partners and will be subject to 

public consultation by the end of this year. 
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Objective 4: We will work with the Welsh Government to publish final indicators by 

May 2019. 

4.4 GOVERNANCE 

In our Annual Report we identified the need for current governance arrangements to 

be refreshed. The Cabinet agreed at their June 2018 meeting to our proposals for a 

Cross-Government Ministerial Steering Group (CGMSG), supported by an Expert 

Stakeholder Advisory Group (ESAG), Expert Academic Panel (EAP) and a 

Sustainable Funding Group (SFG). Terms of reference and membership are 

currently being developed, see Annex 2 for reporting structure. 

 

4.4.1 CROSS-GOVERNMENT MINISTERIAL STEERING GROUP 

In our report to Cabinet we requested  each Minister and Cabinet Secretary to make 

a commitment to the VAWDASV agenda, working across portfolios wherever 

appropriate, and providing a strategic lead that will facilitate pooling of resources and 

partnership working. As part of that commitment, a cross government steering group 

will be established to:- 

 provide leadership and steer to VAWDASV  priorities across the Welsh 
Government;  

 ensure provisions specified in the Act are met within each Ministerial portfolio;  

 develop cross-ministerial actions which can further progress the requirements 
and objectives within the National Strategy on Violence against Women, 
Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence: Cross Government Delivery 
Framework 2018-2021 

 ensure VAWDASV consideration be given to every policy, project and 
programme which has potential impact for victims of abuse. 
 

Objective 5: We will play an active role in the Cross-Government Group and will 

ensure that victims and survivors voices are heard at a National level. 

4.4.2 EXPERT ACADEMIC PANEL 

The Cabinet agreed to the creation of a panel to monitor and promote the principles 

and obligations enshrined in both The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of 

Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and the Istanbul Convention in Wales. This 

group will also explore and advise how future compliance can be developed from a 

legal and policy perspective. 

The panel is made up of internationally regarded Academic professionals and 

researchers, and will report directly to the Cross-Government Steering Group.    
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Objective 6: We will chair the Expert Academic Panel with a view to feeding into 

monitoring reports and acting as the link between it and the Cross- Government 

Steering Group. 

4.4.3 EXPERT STAKEHOLDER GROUP: 

The Leader of the House and Chief Whip agreed to the replacement of the current 

Advisory Group with a new stakeholder group which would inform policy 

development as well as engage with all specialist providers so as to ensure that 

good practice is shared and their voices are heard. The primary purpose of the 

Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence Expert Group is to 

provide Third Sector advice to support the further implementation of the Violence 

against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act and to assist the 

Expert Academic Panel’s  work in implementing the principles of  the Istanbul 

Convention framework within Wales. 

Objective 7: We will Chair the Expert Stakeholder Group, acting as the link between 

it and the Expert Academic Panel and Cross-Government Steering Group. 

4.4.4 SUSTAINABLE FUNDING GROUP: 

One of the key challenges for 2019/20 is to be moving towards a sustainable funding 

model for VAWDASV provision. Alongside Welsh Government officials, we have 

been undertaking significant work to develop a long term and sustainable funding 

model following the draft commissioning guidance published in Spring 2018. It is our 

aim that this model could provide the foundations to a funding mechanism that will 

give vital and sustainable financial security to our specialist services. For this reason 

we have re-established the Sustainability Funding Group. 

The purpose of the group is: 

 reviewing Welsh Government and other funding sources that currently support 

VAWDASV services and interventions across Wales; 

 ensuring a smooth transition to move to a regionalised approach that 

encourages and facilitates greater collaboration between relevant partners 

and provides the opportunity for future funding to take account of gaps in 

service provision and be more responsive to local needs by April 2020; 

 identifying barriers which may arise from the implementation of the statutory 

Commissioning Guidance and identify possible solutions by April 2020 

 developing the principles and framework for a model for sustainable funding 

of VAWDASV specialist services that takes account of the above review and 

regionalisation agenda. 
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Objective 8: We will chair the Sustainable Funding Group and report progress on 

the above purpose of the Group. We will also act as the link between the Expert 

Academic Panel, Expert Stakeholder Group and the Cross-Government Group. 

4.5 NATIONAL SURVIVOR ENGAGEMENT FRAMEWORK 

Survivors fed into the consultation on the framework, offering a very personal insight 

into how services made that difference and offered help.  We also learnt how we can 

improve the way we engage with survivors.  Consultation is ongoing and we are 

keen to continue the journey and identify how survivors can influence future 

provision.  The consultation on the National Survivor Engagement Framework also  

highlighted the need for improved join-up of information to avoid re-traumatisation. 

We remain committed to ensure the first response to disclosure is the right response, 

adopting a “one-chance” approach for all safeguarding and non-safeguarding 

organisations.  

Objective 9:  We will work with existing structures to integrate lessons learnt into 

practice which have potential to be mainstreamed within relevant structures 

 

4.6 UK GOVERNMENT 

There is a requirement to work much more closely with the UK Government. We 

have seen poor communication from the UK Government with Welsh Government 

officials “surprised” by initiatives developed in England that have an impact or 

implications for policies or considerable bodies of work already undertaken in Wales. 

This concern is for issues relating to devolved and non-devolved responsibilities. 

This must change and we, as National Advisers, will work to improve engagement so 

that it is early and informed. 

The UK Government will be introducing a Domestic Violence and Abuse Bill next 

year which is expected to: 

 set out a legal definition of domestic abuse, recognising that domestic abuse 
extends beyond violence;  

 create a consolidated new domestic abuse offence, recognising that domestic 
abuse extends beyond violence;  

 establish a domestic violence and abuse commissioner; 

 give the UK the ability to prosecute certain offences which occur outside 
national borders in relation to some VAWG offences, such as rape and sexual 
assault. 

 

None of this should stifle the progress being made in Wales, but we will work to 

improve implementation of the Act based on what Wales tells us.  We also need to 

share learning with the other devolved jurisdictions. 
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Objective 10: We will work with Welsh Government colleagues to improve  

communication with the UK Home Office and Ministry of Justice. 

4.7 PERPETRATOR PROGRAMMES 

The Welsh Government is continuing to work towards developing and implementing 

policy in relation to VAWDASV perpetrator services in Wales, striving to inform 

practice that is effective in addressing the risks and needs of VAWDASV 

perpetrators while contributing to ensuring that Wales is a safe place to live for all. 

We recognise that it is essential that we work with perpetrators if we are to protect 

victims and survivors, and the wider public from harm, and we will emphasise this in 

our engagement with stakeholders. The focus will be on supporting services to 

develop practice that is consistent with the Welsh Government’s Standards for 

VAWDASV Perpetrator Services and/or specialist accreditation. Commissioners of 

such services will also be supported to develop processes that account for and 

support adherence to these Standards, and we will promote the value of the 

Standards with stakeholders across Wales.  

Objective 11: We will work with those regions which have not undertaken robust 

mapping and gap analysis of their VAWDASV perpetrator services (across statutory 

and non-statutory, devolved and non-devolved agencies) to ensure they undertake 

this crucial work in order to effectively plan and commission services that meet risk 

and need.  

Objective 12: We will encourage public services more broadly to apply the good 

practice guidance for public services in Wales working with VAWDASV perpetrators 

(being developed by the Welsh Government) in order to ensure a consistent 

approach to identifying and signposting individuals to specialist services. 

4.8 SEXUAL VIOLENCE:  

We recognise there are specific challenges for the sexual violence sector across 

Wales. Our engagement with specialist services and survivors of sexual abuse 

highlights the need for a strategic approach to future commissioning of services. This 

means we gain a better understanding of the interventions available against the gaps 

in current provision. We must also recognise the good practice across regions, 

especially the goodwill of volunteers who currently fill without remuneration for their 

time. A contribution to travel costs does not reflect the value of individual services. In 

2019, we aim to ensure that sexual violence services are no longer seen as a poor 

relation to the other strands of VAWDASV.  

Objective 13: Following the review conducted by the Wales Centre for Public Policy, 

referenced in section 4.1, we will explore with sexual violence service providers how 

capacity can be built and collaboration enhanced. 

4.9 SUPPORTED ACCOMMODATION: 
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The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government is currently leading on 

a review of the local provision and funding of domestic abuse accommodation based 

services, including refuge, across England. We need to better understand what 

currently works in Wales, what may require improvement and understand lessons 

learned to ensure as far as possible that vulnerable people, including victims of 

domestic and sexual violence have access to the supported accommodation they 

need. We recognise the need for better collaboration in fulfilling a public duty of care 

and in 2019 we will continue to raise this at a UK level and across Wales.  

Objective 14: We will continue to raise the issues around supported accommodation 

with those who have the ability to impact on its development  

4.10 ILLEGAL CULTURAL HARMS: 

We recognise the lack of understanding of forced marriage, honour-based abuse 

and Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) which still exists, we need to do more to 

protect vulnerable groups and ensure the abuse experienced by specific black and 

minority ethnic groups is understood and victims are supported with specialist 

provision. We will be part of the All Wales Honour-based Violence, Forced Marriage 

and Female Genital Mutilation Leadership Group (the Leadership Group) to ensure 

we work towards achieving referral pathways which effectively deal with child 

protection and safeguarding in context of cultural identity. In the coming year we will 

explore the multiple vulnerabilities and complex needs of, not only BME groups, but 

also survivors with protected characteristics. We accept more work in this area 

needs to be done, and we will introduce action plans for reaching those victims who 

still cannot make the necessary disclosure of abuse because they are not aware of 

the services who can help, and improving the way we meet the needs of diverse 

groups. 

Objective 15: We will identify communities at risk by working within local areas so 

access to support is available and children at risk are protected. 

Objective 16: We will work with the Leadership Group to improve data collection, so 

we have a better understanding of prevalence, by working with specialist providers. 

Objective 17: We will support the work of the All Wales Honour-based Violence, 

Forced Marriage and Female Genital Mutilation Leadership Group and act as the link 

between it and all groups highlighted at Section 4: Governance. 

4.11 LOCAL STRATEGIES: 

The Act places a duty on local authorities and local health boards to prepare and 

publish joint local strategies for tackling violence against women, domestic abuse 

and sexual violence. In developing local strategies, local authorities and local health 

boards are required under section 7 of the Act to have regard to the most recent 

needs assessments undertaken under the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) 

Act 2014 and strategic assessments under s6 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 
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relating to reducing crime and disorder, combating substance misuse and reducing 

re-offending.  In 2018, we wrote to all the local authorities and local health boards 

requesting a copy of their local VAWDASV strategies to identify good practice and 

progress against the Act and have analysed some of the responses and where 

possible we will share good practice.  

Objective 18: We will work with the Welsh Government to continue to analyse the 

Local Strategies developed in 2018 and by 1st May 2019 provide examples of best 

practice to assist in development of future strategies  

4.12 CHILDREN: 

 

We continue to recognise that child victims require a bespoke approach and that, 

historically, they have been let down by all agencies. In this regard, toolkits and 

guidance needs constantly updating and we will not lose sight of that. 

Objective 19: We will work with the Children’s Commissioner to review ongoing 

policy development to ensure the needs of children as victims and witnesses are 

considered and appropriately addressed. 

4.13 VICTIMS OF ABUSE 

The Equality Act 2010 protects the holders of 9 protected characteristics: age; 

disability; gender reassignment; marriage and civil partnership; pregnancy and 

maternity; race; religion or belief; sex; and sexual orientation. The law protects such 

people from disadvantage or discrimination. It requires public authorities to consider 

the impact of a policy before its implementation with a view to eliminating 

discrimination, harassment and advancing equality of opportunity.. We have listened 

to those working with victims and survivors of abuse and will consider how to 

eliminate adverse impact for victims of abuse in the development of policy, projects 

and programmes through the work of the Cross-Government Steering Group. 

Objective 20: We will explore further what additional rights victims of abuse should 

be entitled to. 

4.14 ACCESS TO SERVICES 

We recognise the difficulty which faces many victims who need to travel across 

Wales and from rural parts of the country to access specialist provision or access 

emergency services as a result of domestic and sexual abuse/violence. This can 

lead to making a choice of being safe or sustaining the damaging effects of harm for 

victims and their children. We want to ensure, where possible, irrespective of where 

you live, access to services including signposting of specialist provision is available. 

Therefore, we will work with Welsh Government colleagues and Ministers with rural 

and transport responsibilities to ensure our strategic aim to improve access for all 
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can be achieved through a better understanding and mapping of existing provision 

which also identifies gaps in services across Wales. 

Early intervention is key if we are to reduce the devastating impact violence against 

women, domestic abuse and sexual violence causes for individuals and families. We 

are committed to ensuring protection can be achieved through a coordinated and 

collaborative response. 

Objective 21: We will work with specialist providers to explore a “partnership 

routeway for victims” improving multi-agency working and early identification for 

those at risk of harm. 

4.15 MENTAL HEALTH ASSESSMENTS 

Through our engagement with victims and survivors of abuse, especially sexual 

violence we recognise the need for integrated mental health pathways which 

address the specific trauma experienced by them. 

Working in partnership, we will do everything we can to reduce harm and support 

victims and survivors.  

This plan is our first as National Advisors and we believe it meets the ambitions of 

the Welsh Government and the people of Wales to make this country a safer place 

for all its citizens. This provides a platform for transforming the way VAWDASV 

services are delivered across Wales. 

Objective 22: In Spring 2019 we will Host a National VAWDASV event which will 

bring together good practice and share lessons which demonstrate meaningful 

outcomes for victims of abuse. We will work with specialist partners to highlight gaps 

in existing provision and identify Local, Regional and National actions for service 

improvement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAZIR AFZAL / YASMIN KHAN   NATIONAL ADVISERS 
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ANNEX 1 – OUR OBJECTIVES FOR 2019 -2020 

Objective 1: We will review the findings and the recommendations conducted by the 

Wales Centre for Public Policy and support future developments. 

Objective 2: We will work with Local Authorities, Local Health Boards and Third 

Sector and SARC Service providers to ensure the needs of victims and survivors are 

reflected within the Local Strategies by 1st May 2019. 

Objective 3: We will, by 30th June 2019, review work on identifying gaps in research 

data and data collection  and identifying best practice in evaluation.  

Objective 4: We will work with the Welsh Government to publish final indicators by 

May 2019. 

Objective 5: We will play an active role in the Cross-Government Steering Group 

and will ensure that victims and survivors voices are heard at a National level. 

Objective 6: We will chair the Expert Academic Panel with a view to feeding into 

monitoring reports and acting as the link between it and the cross Government 

Steering Group. 

Objective 7: We will Chair the Expert Stakeholder Group, acting as the link between 

it and the Expert Academic Panel and Cross-Government Steering Group. 

Objective 8: We will chair the Sustainable Funding Group and report progress on 

the above purpose of the group. We will also act as the link between the Expert 

Academic Panel, Expert Stakeholder Group and the Cross- Government Steering 

Group. 

Objective 9:  We will work with existing structures to integrate lessons learnt into 

practice which have potential to be mainstreamed within relevant structures. 

Objective 10: We will work with Welsh Government colleagues to improve 

communication with the UK Home Office and Ministry of Justice. 

Objective 11: We will work with those regions which have not undertaken robust 

mapping and gap analysis of their VAWDASV perpetrator services (across statutory 

and non-statutory, devolved and non-devolved agencies) to ensure they undertake 
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this crucial work in order to effectively plan and commission services that meet risk 

and need.  

Objective 12: We will encourage public services more broadly to apply the good 

practice guidance for public services in Wales working with VAWDASV perpetrators 

(being developed by the Welsh Government) in order to ensure a consistent 

approach to identifying and signposting individuals to specialist services. 

Objective 13: Following the review conducted by the Wales Centre for Public Policy, 

referenced in section 4.1, we will explore with sexual violence service providers how 

capacity can be built and collaboration enhanced. 

Objective 14: We will continue to raise the issues around supported accommodation 

with those who have the ability to impact on its development.  

Objective 15: We will identify communities at risk by working within local areas so 

access to support is available and children at risk are protected. 

Objective 16: We will work with the Leadership Group to improve data collection, so 

we have a better understanding of prevalence, by working with specialist providers. 

Objective 17: We will support the work of the All Wales Honour-based Violence, 

Forced Marriage and Female Genital Mutilation Leadership Group and act as the link 

between it and all groups highlighted at Section 4: Governance. 

Objective 18: We will work with the Welsh Government to continue to analyse the 

Local Strategies developed in 2018 and by 1st May 2019 provide examples of best 

practice to assist in development of future strategies.  

Objective 19: We will work with the Children’s Commissioner to review ongoing 

policy development to ensure the needs of children as victims and witnesses are 

considered and appropriately addressed. 

Objective 20: We will explore further what additional rights victims of abuse should 

be entitled to. 

Objective 21: We will work with specialist providers to explore a “partnership 

routeway for victims” improving multi-agency working and early identification for 

those at risk of harm. 

Objective 22: In Spring 2019 we will Host a National VAWDASV event which will 

bring together good practice and share lessons which demonstrate meaningful 

outcomes for victims of abuse. We will work with specialist partners to highlight gaps 

in existing provision and identify Local, Regional and National actions for service 

improvement. 
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Annex 2: Governance Structure 
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