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Post-16 consistent performance measures  
Update | June 2019 

 

This briefing provides an update on the 
development of the new consistent post-16 
performance measures, and highlights key actions 
that schools and colleges should take. Click here 
for a leaflet which summarises the measures 

We welcome your feedback on any aspects of the 
measures. If you have any questions or 
comments, please send them to 
post16quality@gov.wales. 

 The measures: 

 
Achievement 

The completion and attainment of learners undertaking A level, 
vocational and Welsh Baccalaureate programmes. 

   

 
Value added 

The progress made by learners, over and above what would normally 
be expected based on their prior attainment and gender. 

   

 
Destinations 

The proportion of learners who progress into further learning (including 
higher education) and/or employment. 

   

 

What’s coming up? 
 In September 2019, we will be publishing the second all-Wales statistics on destinations for learning programmes that ended in 2016/17.  We 

will also issue individual school and college destinations reports. 

 From September 2019 onwards, Estyn will consider the new measures alongside broader inspection evidence e.g. lesson observations, 
learning walks, scrutiny of learners’ work and feedback from learners as part of inspections. 

 The post-16 value added contract with FFT comes to an end this academic year. We intend to retender the contract this autumn. 

 We are working with FFT to make some final improvements to the reporting, which will include ‘visualisations’ showing schools and colleges 
how their value added scores compare to the national picture. The provisional 2018/19 data will be issued in October 19.  

 We have issued initial data on vocational achievement to colleges, and will work with those schools that deliver vocational programmes to 
ensure that the data being submitted via the Post-16 Collection is accurate. 

 We have made progress in developing an online portal similar to My Local School so that learners, parents and carers, employers and other 
interested parties can have access to detailed information on provider, programme and course outcomes.  The working title for this portal is 
Post-16 Choices.  An early pilot version has been tested with a number of user focus groups including learners, parents, teachers/lecturers 
and Careers Advisers. We are now working to develop the site further, taking account of feedback from the focus groups.  We envisage 
releasing the first version of the site towards the end of this calendar year. 

https://beta.gov.wales/consistent-post-16-performance-measures-overview
mailto:post16quality@gov.wales
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Checklists 
 

What schools and colleges should have now:   
     

 Achievement reports for 
2017/18 – via DEWi and the All 
Wales Core Datasets System 
(for schools) 

 Explanatory notes for schools 

 Explanatory notes for colleges 

 All-Wales 
statistics on the 
Achievement 
measures for 
2017/18 

 Value added 
reports for 2017/18 
– via Aspire 
Analytics 

 Destination reports 
for 2015/16 

 

 All-Wales statistics on 
the destinations 
measures for 2015/16 

 
What to look out for in the autumn term: 

    

 Provisional 
achievement reports 
for 2018/19 (FEIs 
only) 

 All-Wales statistics 
on the destinations 
measures (Sept-19) 

 Destinations reports 
for 2016/17 (Sept-
19) 

 Provisional value 
added reports for 
2018/19 (Oct-19) 

 

Consultation and engagement  Key actions for schools and colleges 
 We held four regional events in November for 

schools, local authorities and FE colleges. 

 We are setting up a technical group with 
representatives from the sector and Estyn to 
discuss the course level reporting for the new 
measures. 

 Over the summer, we will be preparing draft 
guidance for schools, colleges, local authorities and 
consortia on interpreting the new measures and 
using them to drive improvement.  We welcome 
volunteers to review and comment on the draft, via 
post16quality@gov.wales.  

 We will be working with the sector to introduce the 
Post-16 Choices online portal. 

  Make sure that your 2018/19 data submissions are accurate (see below for 
details of the data collection timetable). 

 Check examination outcomes and raise issues via FFT helpdesk (WED checking 
exercise). 

 Review the explanatory notes for the achievement measure to ensure that you 
understand the methodology, and how any inaccuracies in your data might affect 
your school or college’s outcomes. 

 Review the value added guidance to ensure you understand your value added 
reports. 

 Integrate the new performance measures into your annual self-evaluation/self-
assessment cycle, performance monitoring and reporting to governors. 

 Use the all-Wales achievement and destinations statistics to benchmark your 
performance in relation to other schools and colleges. 

https://beta.gov.wales/consistent-post-16-performance-measures-explanatory-notes-school-sixth-forms
https://beta.gov.wales/consistent-post-16-performance-measures-explanatory-notes-further-education-colleges
https://gov.wales/consistent-performance-measures-post-16-learning-achievement-august-2017-july-2018
https://gov.wales/consistent-performance-measures-post-16-learning-achievement-august-2017-july-2018
https://gov.wales/consistent-performance-measures-post-16-learning-learner-destinations-august-2015-july-2016
https://gov.wales/post-16-consistent-performance-measures-regional-engagement-workshops
mailto:post16quality@gov.wales
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Data collection and 
checking  
The post-16 collection is essential for 
calculating the new achievement and 
destinations measures; it is the only source of 
data on learning programme enrolment and 
completion. 

It is a retrospective collection that takes place 
in September/October each year and 
includes data about all activities followed by 
pupils in Year 12, 13 and 14+ during the 
previous academic year.   

We have developed a DEWi management 
report that is automatically generated when 
the post-16 collection file is uploaded to 
DEWi. The report calculates school-level 
figures that feed directly in to the calculation 
of the new post-16 achievement measures, 
so should be used by Heads of Sixth Form 
and data contacts at local authorities to assist 
in validating the data. We have produced 
some guidance to help with the validation 
process. It is important that Heads of Sixth 
Form liaise with colleagues who submit the 
data to ensure the data is accurate. 

The achievement and value added measures 
use Welsh Examinations Database (WED) 
data which is checked by schools as part of 
the overall annual WED checking exercise. 

 Timetable for 2018/19 measures  
The IMS Calendar provides a list of key dates for schools submitting information. 

 Date Activity 

 September-2019 All Wales Core Dataset System: destinations data reports issued 
to schools and local authorities for 2016/17 

 September-2019 Website: Statistical Article: Destinations measure for 2016/17 

 17-September-19 to 

18-October-19 

DEWi: post-16 data collection covering programmes and learning 
activities delivered in 2018/19 academic year 

 October-19 DEWi: Schools check examination outcomes and raise issues via 
FFT helpdesk (WED checking exercise) 

 October-19 Aspire Analytics: provisional value added reports based on 
2018/19 data issued to schools and local authorities  

 

December-19 
All Wales Core Dataset System: provisional achievement data 
reports issued to schools and local authorities using 2017/18 and 
2018/19 data 

 February-20 All Wales Core Dataset System: final achievement data reports 
issued to schools and local authorities using 2017/18 and 2018/19 
data 

 February-20 Website: Statistical Release: Achievement measures for 2018/19 

 February -20  
 

Aspire Analytics: final value added reports based on 2018/19 data 
issued to schools and local authorities 

 Spring-20  
(date to be confirmed) 

Post-16 Choices: individual school and college data for each of the 
measures published using 2017/18 and 2018/19 data 

 

 

 

https://beta.gov.wales/post-16-data-collection-dewi-summary-and-validation-report-guidance
https://beta.gov.wales/information-and-data-collection-calendar

