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Foreword
I am pleased to introduce this report which summarises progress 
against commitments in our statutory waste management plan 
for Wales, until March 2016.1 This report focuses on commitments 
in our waste sector plans and Waste Prevention Programme and 
complements our earlier report Towards Zero Waste 2010 – 2050 
Progress Report, July 2015’, which focuses on commitments in 
Towards Zero Waste (TZW), our over-arching waste strategy.2 

We have made good progress against the targets set in TZW. This includes reducing waste 
arisings, improving the rate of recycling, reuse, composting and recovery, reducing the amount 
of waste sent to landfill and exceeding the target reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from 
waste set out in our Climate Change Strategy.

Embedding resource efficiency into every day life across society and breaking the link between 
economic growth and waste generation are essential in addressing our aim for Wales to 
become a ‘one planet nation’, putting sustainable development at the heart of government. 
They are also central to our aims of developing a circular economy which offers the potential 
for significant savings to both businesses and individuals.

Legislation is one of the instruments we use to help deliver policies. The Well-being of Future 
Generations (Wales) Act 2015 strengthens existing governance arrangements to ensure 
present needs are met without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
own needs. The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 enables Wales’ natural resources to be planned 
and managed in a more proactive, sustainable and joined-up way. Where it is possible and 
we have similar policy goals to other UK Governments, we have worked closely with them to 
ensure our legislation is consistent with theirs. 

We have also worked closely with key delivery partners such as Natural Resources Wales which 
regulates waste management and permitting, the Waste and Resources Action Programme 
(WRAP) which works with businesses and individuals to help them reduce waste, develop 
sustainable products and use resources efficiently and Constructing Excellence in Wales, which 
leads waste prevention in the construction and demolition sector by promoting and sharing 
best practice. We have also received valuable support from the Wales Centre for Excellence for 
Anaerobic Digestion, the Eco-Design Centre and Chartered Institute of Waste Management in 
their respective areas of expertise. 

1  In addition to TZW, the other documents which make up our waste plan under Regulation 7 of the Waste (England 
and Wales) Regulations 2011 are: the Collections, Infrastructure and Markets Sector Plan, the Municipal Sector Plan, 
the Industrial and Commercial Sector Plan, the Construction and Demolition Sector Plan, the Food, Manufacture, Services 
and Retail Sector Plan, the Waste Prevention Programme, Planning Policy Wales, and Technical Advice Note 21. 

2 Available at: http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/epq/waste_recycling/zerowaste/?lang=en 



3

  

Work to promote waste prevention has been taken forward through awareness raising 
consumer campaigns by WRAP such as ‘Love Food Hate Waste’ and ‘Love Your Clothes’ and 
also through a range of voluntary agreements with industry relating to grocery product and 
packaging, product sustainability, electrical products and sustainable clothing.

Promoting reuse is important in moving higher up the waste hierarchy. We have provided 
advice to the public on how and where to donate household items for reuse, through 
enhancements to the online ‘Recycling Now’ Recycling Locator and we have been encouraging 
reuse and charitable organisations across Wales to use the tool. We also worked with WRAP 
Cymru on proposals for a Reuse Alliance for Wales to develop the infrastructure and raise 
awareness of the reuse economy. 

Wales is the only UK nation to set statutory recycling targets and we are leading the way in 
the UK in recycling municipal waste by a significant margin. In 2015/16 we achieved a 60.2% 
recycling rate compared to the statutory target of 58%. Our record also compares favourably 
in Europe and up until March 2016 our municipal recycling rate ranked fourth among EU 
member states. If Wales was reported as a separate country, it would be the second best 
recycling nation in Europe and third best in the world, according to a report by Eunomia 
published in March 2017.3 Household waste not sent for recycling has continued to decrease 
from 258.4 kilograms per person per year in 2010-11 to 198.7 kilograms per person per year 
in 2015-16.4 Reducing the amount of waste which is not recycled is key to creating a high 
recycling society and reducing the amount we send to landfill.

We have also offered all Local Authorities in Wales the opportunity to participate in the 
Collaborative Change Programme which helps ensure Wales meets the higher recycling targets 
and provides capital grants in support of service changes and assists Local Authorities to move 
to more sustainable waste management services. 

I am proud of the progress we have made since the publication of TZW and I am determined 
to continue driving this work forward. We will consult on a refresh of the TZW strategy in 
July 2018 to ensure it complements the aims set out in the Well-being of Future Generations 
Act (Wales) 2015 and the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. The refreshed strategy will help 
to continue progress towards our One Planet goal of reducing the impact of waste in Wales 
to within our environmental limits by planning and managing Wales’ natural resources in 
a more proactive, sustainable and joined-up way, to ensure present needs are met without 
compromising the needs of future generations.

Lesley Griffiths 
Cabinet Secretary for Environment and Rural Affairs 

3  Recycling – who really leads the world? Identifying the world’s best municipal waste recyclers’,  
Eunomia, available at: http://www.eunomia.co.uk/reports-tools/recycling-who-really-leads-the-world/

4  Stats Wales, Residual household waste produced per person by local authority and quarter, at: 
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Environment-and-Countryside/Waste-Management/Local-Authority-Municipal-Waste/
Quarterly/residualhouseholdwasteproducedperperson-by-localauthority-quarter

https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Environment-and-Countryside/Waste-Management/Local-Authority-Municipal-Waste/Quarterly/residualhouseholdwasteproducedperperson-by-localauthority-quarter
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Environment-and-Countryside/Waste-Management/Local-Authority-Municipal-Waste/Quarterly/residualhouseholdwasteproducedperperson-by-localauthority-quarter
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Introduction
This document provides an overview of progress we have made between 2010 and March  
2016 against commitments in our waste sector plans and Waste Prevention Programme for 
Wales. These documents, together with our over-arching waste strategy Towards Zero Waste 
(TZW), comprise our statutory waste management plan for Wales.5 Progress is reported under 
the headings of cross cutting actions and the waste hierarchy stages of waste prevention,  
reuse, recycling, and other recovery and disposal.

The statutory waste management plan for Wales is required by law and delivers Programme  
for Government and ministerial priorities for green growth, resource efficiency, tackling poverty 
and increasing resilience for businesses and the Welsh economy. The plan is comprised of:

•  Towards Zero Waste6

•  Collections, Infrastructure and Markets Sector Plan7 

•  Municipal Sector Plan8 

•  Industrial and Commercial Sector Plan9

•  Construction and Demolition Sector Plan10

•  Food, Manufacture, Services and Retail Sector Plan11 

•  Waste Prevention Programme12 

•  Planning Policy Wales13 

•  Technical Advice Note 2114 

We are developing two other documents to complete the suite:

•  Public Sector Waste and Resource Efficiency Plan (we held a public consultation on the 
proposed plan in September 2015 and will publish the final plan and Welsh Government 
response document in summer 2017).

•  Agricultural Position Statement (to be published in 2017).

5   Details of progress against the targets set out in TZW are provided in ‘Towards Zero Waste: Progress Report July 2015’, available 
at: http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/epq/waste_recycling/zerowaste/?lang=en 

6  Available at: http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/epq/waste_recycling/zerowaste/?lang=en

7  Available at: http://gov.wales/docs/desh/publications/120713wastecimsectorplanen.pdf

8  Available at: http://gov.wales/docs/desh/publications/110310municipalwasteplan1en.pdf

9  Available at: http://gov.wales/docs/desh/publications/131203industrial-and-commercial-sector-plan-en.pdf

10  Available at: http://gov.wales/docs/desh/publications/130301construction-demolition-waste-plan-en.pdf

11  Available at: http://gov.wales/docs/desh/publications/140919-food-manufacture-service-and-retail-sector-plan-en.pdf

12   Available at: http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/epq/waste_recycling/prevention/waste-prevention-
programme/?lang=en

13  Available at: http://gov.wales/topics/planning/policy/ppw/?lang=en

14  Available at: http://gov.wales/docs/desh/publications/140228technical-advice-note-21-en.pdf
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In delivering this work we have worked closely with our key delivery partners which we grant 
fund. These include the Waste and Resources Action Programme (WRAP), Constructing Excellence 
in Wales (CEW), Natural Resources Wales (NRW) and Fareshare Cymru South Wales. We have 
also worked closely with the Wales Centre of Excellence for Anaerobic Digestion, the Eco-Design 
Centre and the Chartered Institute for Waste Management (CIWM) in their respective areas of 
expertise.

Highlights to March 2016
We have made good progress against our targets for reducing waste arisings, improving the rate 
of recycling, reuse, composting and recovery and reducing the amount of waste sent to landfill.15 

Particular achievements include

• Supporting Local Authorities to make service changes to meet higher recycling targets, through 
our Collaborative Change Programme. As a result Wales leads the UK in recycling municipal 
waste by a significant margin, achieving 60.2 per cent in 2015/16, an improvement of 19.7 
percentage points since 2009/10.16 

• Reducing the overall amount of waste produced in Wales sent to landfill at permitted sites to 
2.1 million tonnes in 2013, representing 27 per cent of waste managed by permitted sites, 
compared to 2.3 million tonnes in 2010 (37 per cent).17 

•  Despite an increase between 2014-15 and 2015-16, we made general progress in reducing 
household waste arisings by an average of 1 per cent per year from 2009/10 to 2015/16.18

•  Meeting the EU target for 2020 for biodegradable waste collected by Local Authorities and 
others sent to landfill eight years early.19 

•  Between 2009 and 2014, reducing waste related greenhouse gas emissions by an average of 
9.6 per cent per year, exceeding the target reduction of 3 per cent per year set in our Climate 
Change Strategy.20

15  Details of progress against the targets set out in TZW are provided in ‘Towards Zero Waste: Progress Report July 2015’,  
available at: http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/epq/waste_recycling/zerowaste/?lang=en

16  Sources: Local Authority municipal waste management report for Wales, 2015-16, http://gov.wales/docs/statistics/2016/161006-local-
authority-municipal-waste-management-2015-16-en.pdf, http://statswales.wales.gov.uk/catalogue/environment-and-countryside/waste-
management/local-authority-municipal-waste/annual

17  Source: Wales Waste Data Information 2013, Table 2, Natural Resources Wales, available at:  
http://naturalresources.wales/evidence-and-data/research-and-reports/waste-reports/wales-waste-data-information-2013/?lang=en

18  Sources: Local Authority municipal waste management report for Wales, 2015-16, http://gov.wales/docs/statistics/2016/161006-local-
authority-municipal-waste-management-2015-16-en.pdf; StatsWales website, Tonnes of waste generated by type and year, 2000-01 to 
2011-12, https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Environment-and-Countryside/Waste-Management/Local-Authority-Municipal-Waste/
Annual/Pre-April%202012-definition/TonnesOfWasteGenerated-by-Type-Year

19 Source: Natural Resources Wales

20  Source: National Atmospheric Emissions Inventory, Devolved Administration Tables, available at:  
http://naei.defra.gov.uk/reports/index 

http://gov.wales/docs/statistics/2016/161006-local-authority-municipal-waste-management-2015-16-en.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/statistics/2016/161006-local-authority-municipal-waste-management-2015-16-en.pdf
http://statswales.wales.gov.uk/catalogue/environment-and-countryside/waste-management/local-authority-municipal-waste/annual
http://statswales.wales.gov.uk/catalogue/environment-and-countryside/waste-management/local-authority-municipal-waste/annual
http://naturalresources.wales/evidence-and-data/research-and-reports/waste-reports/wales-waste-data-information-2013/?lang=en
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Environment-and-Countryside/Waste-Management/Local-Authority-Municipal-Waste/Annual/Pre-April%202012-definition/TonnesOfWasteGenerated-by-Type-Year 
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Environment-and-Countryside/Waste-Management/Local-Authority-Municipal-Waste/Annual/Pre-April%202012-definition/TonnesOfWasteGenerated-by-Type-Year 
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Environment-and-Countryside/Waste-Management/Local-Authority-Municipal-Waste/Annual/Pre-April%202012-definition/TonnesOfWasteGenerated-by-Type-Year
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Environment-and-Countryside/Waste-Management/Local-Authority-Municipal-Waste/Annual/Pre-April%202012-definition/TonnesOfWasteGenerated-by-Type-Year
http://naei.defra.gov.uk/reports/index
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Overarching actions 
Some of the work we have taken forward cuts across all the stages of the waste hierarchy 
including providing guidance, legislation, and developing and enforcing regulations. 

Sustainable development is at the heart of TZW and the Welsh Government has introduced two 
key laws which reinforce this approach in waste management and resource efficiency. Through 
the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, the public sector bodies listed in the 
Act are now required to build sustainable development into all of their work. The Environment 
(Wales) Act 2016 also creates the legislation needed to plan and manage Wales’ natural 
resources in a more sustainable and joined-up way. This Act provides Welsh Ministers with the 
powers to require the separation of recyclable wastes by the non-domestic waste producers, 
the separate collection of the waste by the collector, the banning of recyclable waste materials 
from incineration and the banning of the disposal of food waste to sewer from non-domestic 
premises. 

Since the publication of TZW and the sector plans, we have issued a range of guidance to assist 
the sector. This includes technical advice on the role of land use planning in the management 
and control of waste through the revision of TAN21 – ‘Planning and Waste’, advice on the 
application of the waste hierarchy and deviations from it and advice on climate change 
adaptation. Advice on sustainable procurement has also been provided through CEW’s website 
and its Construction Procurement Strategy and through the Welsh Government’s draft Public 
Sector Waste and Resource Efficiency Plan. 

 

We have worked with the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) and 
other UK administrations and government departments on legislation and regulations to take 
forward our aims. For example, we worked with Defra to develop regulations which help 
provide consistency for businesses and the environmental regulators. We also worked with 
Defra to revise the Duty of Care through the Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2011 to 
give simple, clear and practical guidance to those who import, produce, carry, keep, treat or 
dispose of controlled waste to fulfil their legal duty of care obligations. We carried out a joint 
consultation with Defra in February 2015 on six proposals to strengthen regulatory powers 
to tackle non-compliance in the permitted waste industry and illegal waste activities. We also 
worked closely with Defra and other UK administrations on increasing recycling targets under 
Producer Responsibility Obligations (Packaging Waste) Regulations which set higher statutory 
targets for steel, aluminium and plastic and split targets for glass.
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NRW works to ensure the waste sector is compliant with regulations and we have supported 
and worked closely with NRW on this. We also support NRW to ensure enforcement of waste 
management permits using a tiered risk-based approach. In determining permit applications, 
NRW takes into account advice from Public Health Wales to ensure the potential health impacts 
on neighbouring communities are taken into account. Through publication of the revised 
Technical Advice Note TAN(21), we have also encouraged use of Health Impact Assessments to 
enable Local Authorities to consider environmental quality and health effects when assessing 
planning applications. We have also worked with NRW to improve its enforcement powers 
to tackle fly-tipping and put in place export controls via the Transfrontier Shipment of Waste 
Regulations 2013.
 
 
 
 

To inform policy and delivery, we continue to monitor waste arisings through measures such as:

•  periodic surveys of the industrial and commercial sectors and construction and 
demolition sectors, which we grant fund NRW to undertake

•  the Green Compass Scheme run by CEW with our grant funding, which independently  
validates waste management data in the construction and demolition sector

•  grant funding NRW to monitor the management of municipal waste through the 
Local Authority Recovery Target (LART) as set out in the Waste (Wales) Measure 2010 
on our behalf. 

Waste Prevention
In waste prevention we have grant funded WRAP to deliver consumer campaigns, and CEW’s 
Enabling Zero Waste (EZW) programme which supports interventions in live construction projects. 

The consumer campaigns include Love Food Hate Waste (LFHW) which helps households make 
the most of the food they use and avoid food waste, Love Your Clothes (LYC) which has been 
developed with industry to reduce the environmental impacts of clothing in the UK, and Recycle 
for Wales which helps householders understand how to make the most of the collection services 
provided by their Local Authority. To April 2016, over 3,700 people and 580 organisations have 
received LFHW cascade training, enabling them to raise awareness about food waste prevention. 
The LYC website is now 100 per cent bilingual and includes 51 guides and 20 social infographics 
which give advice on buying new clothes, care and repair, refashioning and upcycling, and finding 
new homes for unwanted clothes, and nine consumer best buy guides. LYC followers on social 
media reached 8,700.
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WRAP promotes waste prevention in the industrial and commercial sector, through a range of 
voluntary agreements covering grocery product and packaging (the Courtauld Commitment), the 
former Product Sustainability Forum (PSF), the Electrical and Electronic Equipment Sustainability 
Action Plan (ESAP) and the Sustainable Clothing Action Programme (SCAP). Through our 
Resource Efficient Wales service, the Welsh Government also provides a single point of contact 
to domestic, business, community, voluntary and the public sector for support on using energy, 
materials and water more efficiently.

 
The predicted impact of the third phase (2013-2015) of the Courtauld Commitment in Wales is 
to save approximately 63,000 tonnes of waste and reduce 165 thousand tonnes of CO2(e), with 
a cost benefit of £91 million to consumers, the grocery sector and Local Authorities.

The PSF was a collaboration of organisations made up of grocery retailers and suppliers, 
academics, non governmental organisations and UK Government representatives which provided 
a platform for these organisations to work together to measure, improve and communicate the 
environmental performance of the grocery products. From 2016, the work of the PSF has been 
taken forward under Courtauld 2025. 

ESAP seeks to catalyse sector action, share evidence and bring together the many different 
stakeholders to deliver tangible economic and environmental benefits in product durability, 
minimising product returns, consumer behaviour and sustainable products, resource efficient 
business models and reuse and recycling. It is underpinned by WRAP research which we have 
funded and focuses on consumer electronics and household appliances such as televisions, laptop 
computers, vacuum cleaners, refrigeration products and washing machines.

 
The ambition of SCAP is to improve the sustainability of clothing across its lifecycle. By bringing 
together industry, government and the third sector it aims to reduce resource use and secure 
recognition for corporate performance by developing sector-wide targets. It is overseen by a 
Steering Group consisting of major retailers, brands, recyclers, sector bodies, non governmental 
organisations and charities and is supported by four working groups. Leading clothing sector 
companies have pledged to measure and reduce their environmental footprints and to date 
87 organisations have signed up to the SCAP 2020 Commitment. In just two years retailers, 
brands and organisations from across the clothing supply chain have reduced water impacts by a 
significant 12.5 per cent per tonne of clothing, against a 15 per cent reduction target by 2020. 
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They are also making encouraging progress to cut carbon impacts, having achieved a 3.5 per cent 
reduction per tonne of clothing against a 15 per cent reduction target. In Wales this equates to a 
total reduction of Carbon of 48 kt CO2(e) and a total reduction of just less than 26 million cubic 
metres of water. 

 
 
 
 
With Welsh Government grant funding, CEW manages waste prevention in the construction 
and demolition sector through EZW. This programme provides practical, positive and active 
intervention for professional waste management solutions targeted at live construction projects. 
CEW works with these construction sites to offer practical intervention to the construction project 
and site teams to explore viable solutions of achieving zero waste. CEW has also enabled the 
construction industry to donate surplus materials for reuse by charitable and community projects 
and promote avoiding waste and landfill through Recipro, a web based exchange service and 
surplus centre. In addition CEW provides guidance material to the construction and demolition 
sector in Wales on waste prevention via its website. It is anticipated in CEW’s current work 
programme from October 2015 to 31 March 2018, 5,000 tonnes of material will be diverted 
from landfill, cost savings of £50,000 will be generated and four green jobs created.

Reuse
We have provided grant funding to WRAP and CEW to develop and manage work programmes 
and projects to advance the reuse economy of Wales by increasing awareness of it and 
developing its infrastructure. Other work we have sponsored in this field includes:

• analysis and mapping of the reuse organisations in Wales

• development of signage to increase reuse at Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRCs) 
for use by Welsh Local Authorities where they see fit

•  in partnership with WRAP and CEW, development of communications and campaigns. For 
example, the ‘Recycle for Wales’ website which includes advice on repairing and reusing items21 

•  enhancements to the Recycle for Wales Recycling Locator tool which provides advice to 
householders on how to prevent waste and where to recycle items.22 The site also provides 
advice on how to donate household items to increase the amount of reuse being carried out 
by local reuse and charitable organisations 

• work is also being carried out to encourage organisations across the reuse sector to include 
their details on the Locator.

21 www.recyclenow.com/

22 http://recycleforwales.org.uk/recycling-locator
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Recycling
We have promoted high quality recycling in the Local Authority municipal sector by setting 
statutory recycling targets through the Waste (Wales) Measure 2010, issuing guidance on 
separate collection and best practice. We support the sector in achieving these through our 
Collaborative Change Programme (CCP) and our Local Authority Single Revenue Grant (formerly 
the Sustainable Waste Management Grant (SWMG)). The CCP supports Local Authorities to 
optimise their potential to operate sustainable waste management services. We provide funding 
under the Single Revenue Grant (and formerly SWMG) to support a list of activities which 
supports only recycling activities. These included the promotion of waste prevention measures 
and the preparation of reuse of items, kerbside collections services for dry recyclables and 
separately collected food wastes, increasing awareness within the public and industry and to 
increase participation rates and effective participation in recycling schemes. The Environment 
(Wales) Act 2016 also gives Welsh Ministers new powers in recycling including:

• all businesses and public sector bodies to keep recyclable materials separate at source 
(including food)

•  recyclable materials to be collected separately

• a ban on recyclable wastes to Energy from Waste

•  a ban on the disposal of food waste to sewer (not including from households)

In the industrial and commercial sector we grant fund WRAP to support recycling and 
reprocessing businesses and to work with Welsh manufacturers to increase the amount of 
recycled content in products and packaging. Through this WRAP has provided capital funding 
for investment in equipment for this through its European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 
financed Accelerated Reprocessing and Infrastructure Development (ARID) programme and 
technical support for this to businesses through its ReMade programme. Our grant funding to 
WRAP has also supported research to explore barriers to the use of recycled content by Welsh 
manufacturers, consultancy support to encourage segregation of food waste and disposal via 
Anaerobic Digestion (AD) facilities and support to composting and AD sites to meet quality 
standards for compost. Similarly our grant funding to CEW has supported the promotion of 
recycling in the construction and demolition sector through its Interventions and Innovation 
Delivery Group and the EZW programme. The group works with clients to overcome barriers 
to the use of recycled and secondary materials including providing advice, problem solving and 
sharing of good practice. EZW focuses on separate collection of waste for recycling.

We have set ambitious targets for recycling through the statutory recycling, preparation for reuse 
and composting targets set out in the Waste (Wales) Measure 2010. We have provided funding 
to Local Authorities to help them meet these targets and NRW monitors performance against 
these closely. 

Working with other UK administrations and government departments we introduced new 
packaging targets for the period 2013-17 through the Packaging Responsibility (Amendment) 
Regulations 2012, which set higher targets for the recycling of steel, aluminium, plastic and split 
targets for glass. We also issued guidance to Local Authorities on issues such as the separate 
collection of paper, metal, plastic and glass under the Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 
2011 (as amended). To support this we published the Collections Blueprint, which describes the 
Welsh Government’s recommended service profile for waste collection from households. 
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If provided across Wales, it would result in increased rates of high quality recycling, significant 
cost savings and improved sustainable development outcomes. Currently 12 Local Authorities in 
Wales have household waste collection services which are aligned to the Blueprint. 

We have also offered all Local Authorities in Wales the opportunity to participate in the CCP, 
which helps ensure Wales meets the higher recycling targets and provides capital grants 
in support of service changes. The programme assists Local Authorities to move to more 
sustainable waste management services and offers authorities a platform to share good ideas 
and best practice. Since the CCP was established in 2011, all 22 Local Authorities have either 
been supported or are currently receiving support from the CCP and work is in progress to 
develop case studies to promote best practice.

In March 2016 we conducted and published a review to improve the reporting of final 
destinations of local authority collected recyclate, which will enable us to track how much 
recycled material is used in Wales and monitor improvements in the future.23 We also grant 
funded a compositional analysis of municipal waste in Wales in 2015 conducted by WRAP to 
inform policy.

Other recovery and disposal
Since 2001 we have provided additional funds to Local Authorities to help them develop 
the infrastructure needed to recycle more, including food waste. This has enabled all Local 
Authorities in Wales to offer comprehensive recycling services and nearly all households receive 
recycling collections, including collections of food waste.

For waste which cannot be recycled or reused, we have developed two programmes to either 
produce compost or recover energy from it or divert it from being sent to landfill. Since 2008 
our Food Waste Treatment Procurement Programme has provided £12 million capital and 
revenue support for Local Authorities which adopt AD technology. Five contracts for AD facilities 
have been awarded through the programme, all of which have been built and are in operation, 
with two further projects to be awarded in 2017. We have also funded WRAP to develop 
markets for compost and AD digestate through projects which demonstrate the benefits of 
using compost and AD digestate in agriculture, landscape and construction.

Since 2008 our Residual Waste Treatment Procurement Programme the programme has 
provided £5 million to Local Authorities to treat waste which cannot be recycled or composted 
to produce energy. Through the programme we have encouraged and supported Local 
Authorities to work in consortia to procure residual municipal waste treatment capacity. 
Two Local Authority partnerships have awarded 25 year contracts in south east Wales, and a 
partnership in north Wales has awarded a contract in 2016 with facilities becoming operational 
in 2019. 

23 Available at: http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/epq/waste_recycling/publication/end-destinations-review/?lang=en
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Next steps
We will consult on a refresh of the TZW strategy in July 2018 to ensure 
it complements the aims set out in the Well-being of Future Generations 
Act (Wales) 2015 and the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. Our objective 
is to continue progressing towards our One Planet Goal of reducing 
the impact of waste in Wales to within our environmental limits by 
ensuring our plans and programmes will continue to plan and manage 
Wales’ natural resources proactively, sustainably and in a joined-up way, 
ensuring present needs are met without compromising the needs of 
future generations.
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