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On 26 September | a ed stretching targets for renewable energy which include Wales
generating 70% of its electricity consumption from renewable energy by 2030" to help to
decarbonise our energy system. The ability to meet our needs from clean energy is the
foundation for a prosperous low carbon economy, this in turn, means moving away from
continued fossil fuel extraction. Therefore | wish to provide further clarity on our position
regarding on-shore unconventional oil and gas and coal extraction in the planning system.

02 5 October 2017

As part of our precautionary approach, two Notification Directions have been issued in
respect of unconventional oil and gas extraction. Both Directions require the referral of
applications to Welsh Ministers, where local Planning Authorities are minded not to refuse
them.

With a view to supporting our decarbonisation pathway established in the Environment Act
2016, and to give effect to the Welsh Government’'s manifesto commitment on fracking, |
intend to consult on the appropriateness or otherwise of amendments to planning policy and
whether planning policy should no longer be supportive of the following forms of fossil fuel
extraction - unconventional oil and gas extraction, including shale gas or coal bed methane
extraction and underground coal gasification; the extraction of coal.

| will be consulting on appropriate amendments to Planning Policy Wales as part of my
forthcoming review.
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Bae Caerdydd » Cardiff Bay 0300 0604400
Caerdydd « Cardiff Gohebiaeth.Lesley. Griffiths@iyw.cymruy
CF99 1NA Correspondence. Lesley. Griffiths@gov.wales

Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg. Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.

We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.



