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Overview 

Welsh Government has developed a new set of performance measures for further 
education (FE) and school sixth forms, which give a more rounded picture of learner 
outcomes in the post-16 sector.  The new measures are learner achievement, post-16 
value added and destinations.   
 
These FAQs are an aid for FE colleges, school sixth forms, local authorities (LAs) and 
consortia to understand the methodology behind the new achievement measures, and 
help them to identify and address any data issues.   
 
We will add to the FAQs as we continue our discussions with the sector on the new 
measures.    
 
Contact  

Post-16 Quality and Data Management Branch  

E-mail: post16quality@gov.wales 

No. 
 
FAQs 
 

A1 How will the achievement measures be used? 

The achievement measures will form part of a suite of measures (i.e. learner 
achievement, post-16 value added and destinations) to give a more 
rounded picture of learner outcomes. 

Performance measures are used in a number of ways; they are important 
in evaluating the effectiveness of learning; they are part of the evidence 
base used by Estyn (the Office of her Majesty’s Inspectorate for Education 
and Training in Wales) during inspection or thematic inspection work; they 
help learning providers to assess their own performance and identify where 
improvements may be needed; and they help the general public, particularly 
learners, their parents and carers, to make decisions, alongside other 
factors, about the best choice of learning provider and course and engage 
with providers on their performance. 

Performance data is not an end in itself, but a starting point that can help to 
identify providers, programmes, departments or groups of learners which 
are performing to high standards; or those where support is needed to bring 
about improvement.  We will be working with the FE sector and education 
consortia to ensure that the measures are used effectively to drive up 
standards.   

mailto:post16quality@gov.wales


April 2019                                      2 
 
 

No. 
 
FAQs 
 

A2 In the general education and vocational programme measures why are 
outcomes shown by the age groups ‘16’ and ‘17+’? 

It allows greater comparability between the cohorts being measured in both 
the school and FE settings.  A learner’s age group is calculated from their 
age as at 31 August prior to starting their learning programme. 

 

A3 Are part-time learners included in the measures? 

Learning undertaken by part-time learners is included in the learning activity 
measure.  The programme measures include learners on full-time 
programmes only (therefore for example, adult learners undertaking an 
evening A level class are excluded from the programme measures).  This 
is because the measures are based on comparable learning programmes 
and this cannot be consistently applied to part-time learners. 

A4 What equivalent qualifications have you included in the level 3 general 
education programmes? 

We are including A/AS level equivalents (qualifications of a comparable size 
and points value such as the Advanced Welsh Baccalaureate Skills 
Challenge Certificate and BTECs).  Qualification sizes and points values 
are determined using the Qualifications in Wales (QiW) database.  

A5 We have learners who take four AS levels or equivalents but drop one 
before starting A2 levels.  How does this affect our data? 

The cohort for the general education achievement measure will be any 
learner enrolled on three or more A level (or equivalent) programme. 
Therefore if a learner drops from three AS levels plus the Welsh 
Baccalaureate to two A2 levels plus the Welsh Baccalaureate in the 
following year, the retention rate will not be affected because the learner 
has returned in year 2. The achievement measure looks at the percentage 
of this cohort that attains three or more A levels or equivalent (the Advanced 
Skills Challenge Certificate is counted as an A2 equivalent).  

A6 Our school/college picks up learners who leave a different provider 
after undertaking AS level, are these learners included in our A2 level 
data? 

No, these learners are not included in the programme measure.  There is, 
of course, greater complexity involved in tracking these learners and 
assigning their outcomes to a provider.  We anticipate that our new matched 
education dataset will identify where learners have completed AS levels 
with one provider and undertaken A2 levels with a different provider.  Once 
we have this analysis we will undertake informal consultation on how these 
learners should be included in the measures.  A levels undertaken by these 
learners will be included in the learning activity measure. 

https://www.qiw.wales/
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A7 Which learners are included in the early drop-out rate? 

This includes any learner who left learning within the first eight weeks of 
starting their programme; this is to take into account the initial assessment 
period.  Early drop outs are excluded from all calculations.  

A8 We have learners who transfer to a different learning programme after 
the first eight weeks, are these learners excluded from the programme 
measures? 

Learners who leave after eight weeks are not excluded as the programme 
measure provides outcomes on the completion and retention of learners 
based on their original learning aims at the start of their course.   

A9 What data sources have been used for award data? 

The Welsh Government currently uses data from different systems to 
measure qualification outcomes. FE institutions submit awards data to the 
Welsh Government via the Lifelong Learning Wales (LLWR) on a rolling 
basis throughout the year, with regular statistical freezes.  

For schools, a contract is in place for the collection and matching of pupil 
level data on public examination entries and achievements in Wales. The 
data is collected from around 15-20 main awarding organisations, 
dependent on which organisations are used by the schools in Wales.  To 
calculate the new achievement measures, this is matched to the post-16 
collection which schools submit for sixth form learners, programmes and 
activities.   

A10 What happens if a learner resits an examination and achieves a higher 
grade as a result? 

An examination is discounted when a learner achieves a higher grade or 
higher level qualification (with the same discounting code (please refer to 
the Qualifications in Wales (QiW) database for the discounting codes).   This 
means that the best grade and highest qualification for a subject will be 
counted towards the performance measures.  If a qualification is discounted 
then it does not count towards the measures. 

A11 We have a partnership with another provider who delivers learning on 
our behalf, where would the outcome be attributed? 

Recognition is being given to the home institution where the learner is 
enrolled and not the institution which delivered the learning.  This is in line 
with the approach taken for other published data. 

A12 How will learners that repeat their AS year be treated? 

The first time they undertake the AS year they will be shown as not retained 
for A2, they will be included again for the repeat AS year and whether they 
show as retained will depend on whether they then progress to A2.    

https://www.qiw.wales/qualifications/search?lang=en
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A13 How will learners that repeat their A2 year be treated? 

The learner will be included in the programme measure for the first year 
they undertook A2 but not for the year they repeat it.  The learning activity 
measure will include the grade outcomes for both years. 

A14 If a learner completes and achieves for example Further Maths A Level 
whilst on an AS (or equivalent) programme, then goes on to achieve a 
further two A2s in the following year, how will this be counted in the 
programme grade measure? 

The threshold looks at everything achieved by the learner over the two 
years of the programme, so they would count as achieving 3 A levels. 

A15 Why aren’t vocational programmes delivered in school sixth forms 
included in the data tables? 

Data tables for vocational programmes have not been included for school 
sixth forms at this stage, due to issues with the quality and completeness of 
the data.  This measure requires a new qualification code which is being 
collected for the first time from schools in 2017/18.  In the meantime we will 
continue to work with schools on our proposed approach to measuring the 
achievement of vocational programmes to improve data quality. 

A16 Why are there no grade outcomes included for learners who have 
completed vocational programmes? 

We had considered introducing a measure for vocational programmes 
based on the average grade a learner achieves, but this would have been 
too complex due to the diversity of the vocational qualifications landscape, 
compared to A levels where it has been relatively straightforward to develop 
a ‘threshold’ measure of outcomes at programme level.   Having looked at 
options, we have decided grade outcomes at course level would be of more 
value and this forms part of our work in the development of the online 
systems for use by the general public, and for benchmarking purposes for 
providers.     

A17 How will learners enrolled on vocational programmes be treated if they 
continue the same programme into the next academic year? 

These learners will be included in the cohort for the second year only (they 
will be excluded from the cohort for their first year).   For example, learners 
who started in 2016/17 and continued the same programme in 2017/18 
would be excluded from the 2016/17 data tables but included in the 2017/18 
data tables.  
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A18 Are all learning activities included in the A level learning activity 
measure? 

No, the learning activities included here are those where learners have sat 
an examination/ assessment.  Those learners who have not attempted or 
have withdrawn from the examination or assessment have not been 
included.  This means that the learning activity figures are not directly 
comparable with the programme measures, since the latter include all 
learners rather than just those who attempted assessment. 

 

 


