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Background 

The Act introduces provisions for the management of shellfisheries and marine licensing functions.  

Fisheries for Shellfish 
The Welsh Ministers can make Several and Regulating Orders in relation to the management of 
shellfisheries. A Several Order allows the grantee to establish and cultivate shellfish for their own 
economic benefit, often creating employment opportunities as part of that process. 

A Regulating Order enables the grantee to regulate a natural fishery by issuing permits to others 
which allows them to fish for shellfish. 

There are relatively few active Several or Regulating Orders in Welsh waters, or applications for new 
ones. 

The legislative changes ensure that the Welsh Ministers can comply with their environmental 
obligations, whilst creating economic development opportunities for sustainable shellfisheries in 
Wales. These new powers increase the Welsh Minister’s ability to adjust the management of Several 
or Regulations Orders, thereby ensuring that no harm comes to a European Marine Site through a 
shellfishery’s operation. 

The first new power gives the Welsh Ministers the ability to issue a Site Protection Notice in certain 
circumstances where it appears to the Welsh Ministers that harm to a European Marine Site has 
occurred or is likely to occur. The Site Protection Notice must state why it is being made, and set 



out the steps which must be taken, and specify by when those steps must be taken by the grantees 
of the Several or Regulation Order in question. The grantees are required to undertake whatever 
actions are deemed necessary to avoid damaging a European conservation area. An appeals 
mechanism is provided by the First-tier Tribunal (General Regulatory Chamber), HM Courts & 
Tribunals Service. 

Where a Notice is issued, there is a second new power which allows Welsh Ministers to vary or 
revoke the Several and Regulating Order in question, but only to reflect the requirements of the 
Notice.

Marine Licensing 
The extended powers in the Act enables the licensing authority for Wales, to charge fees associated 
with administering the marine licensing regime. 

The extension to the marine licensing fees and charging powers enable the licensing authority to 
charge for:

• Advice and assistance, for example, in relation to pre-application work;

• Dealing with applications for variation, transfer, suspension or revocation of a licence;

• Monitoring of a marine licence, to include assessment of monitoring reports, discharge of 
conditions and compliance testing. 

Timeline 
The powers given to the Welsh Ministers by the Act in relation to the management of shellfisheries, 
will be exercised on an ad-hoc basis.

A marine licensing fees review, managed jointly by the Welsh Government and NRW, is ongoing. 
Following the review and the Act receiving Royal Assent, proposals for a new fees model will be 
consulted upon. The aim is to recoup, where possible, the costs of the services provided by the 
licensing authority in carrying out marine licensing functions.    

More information
The Act became law in March 2016. You can find out more about the Act on the Welsh 
Government’s website at:  
http://gov.wales/environmentact 

You can also subscribe to our monthly e-bulletin by emailing us at: 
NRBulletin@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
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