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To: Chief Planning Officers 
 

1 April 2019 
 
 
 
 
Dear Colleagues 
 
The new version of Planning Policy Wales, published in December puts placemaking at the 
heart of national planning policy. Paragraphs 3.19 to 3.24 promote the role of the planning 
system to create healthier places, recognising that the built and natural environment is a key 
determinant of health and well-being. The way places work and operate have direct impacts 
on the choices people make and these are intrinsically linked to the Healthier Wales goal of 
the Well-being of Future Generations Act. 
 
The Health, Social Care and Sport Committee of the National Assembly for Wales recently 
published a report1 into its inquiry on suicide prevention in Wales. During the course of their 
hearing sessions the committee heard examples of where deterrents to suicide had been 
implemented within developments to help reduce the risk or to encourage people to seek 
further help.  
 
The committee, in its report, reflect on the importance of designing structures that limit 
access to the means of suicide.  Consideration should be given to railways, public spaces, 
tall buildings and bridges for example.  There are some innovative approaches in Wales in 
the UK to safeguard those at risk while also maintaining visually appealing designs.  The 
committee notes that safety should be the key consideration.  
 
The Welsh Government believes that these measures can be integrated into the design of 
new developments in such a way so as to reduce the overall visual impact of otherwise 
‘functional’ measures to protect people. This is best done at the design stage of a proposal 
where measures can be integrated into the development rather than being seen as an ‘add 
on’ to the process at the end. Any measures should be complementary to the over-arching 
need to create good places and should not frustrate this.   
 
Local planning authorities, when they are discussions with developers (at both the pre-
application and planning application stages) and their own colleagues within local 
government / public services regarding new tall buildings / structures, bridges, railway 
stations and other potential areas with high potential suicide rates to raise this issue and ask 
for prevention measures to be integrated into the overall design.  
 

                       
1 http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s83783/Report%20-
%20Everybodys%20Business%20A%20report%20on%20suicide%20prevention%20in%20Wales.pdf  
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In 2015 Public Health England published Preventing suicides in public places: A practice 
resource2 which gives further practical advice on this issue. We are currently considering if 
this can be adapted in the Welsh context. Further advice is also available from 
www.talktometoo.wales The Design Commission for Wales’ (DCFW)3 design review service 
can also help provide independent, practical advice on how measures can be incorporated 
into those developments which carry a higher risk of suicide attempts.  
 
The planning system should play its part in helping to create better places which reduce 
opportunities for people to wilfully harm themselves or others and I encourage you to think 
about this issue carefully when considering development proposals.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

 
 
 
Neil Hemington 
Chief Planner 
Welsh Government 
 

                       
2https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/769006/Preventi
ng_suicides_in_public_places.pdf  
3 http://dcfw.org   
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