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An update to the All Wales Community Dental Service (CDS) school dental 
screening / inspection protocol 
 
August 2017 
 

Community Dental Services will no longer provide dental screening 
in nurseries or schools. 
 
Introduction 
 
The first school dental screening/inspection protocol was published in February 2014 
with a review date of February 2017.  
 
Since school dental screening is closely aligned with delivery of Designed to Smile 
the review was postponed until the publication of Welsh Health Circular 2017 no. 23 
on the refocus of Designed to Smile (D2S) in June 2017: 
http://gov.wales/docs/dhss/publications/170619whc023en.pdf 
 
The first protocol was developed as part of the Welsh Government’s National Oral 
Health Plan commitment to work with PHW to consider evidence regarding dental 
screening, review the current school screening programme in Wales and update 
advice to CDS. It was informed by a detailed review of school screening published 
by Public Health Wales in September 2013. 
 
1. The place of school screening 

 

The PHW review cited the work of the National Screening Committee (NSC) which 
claims that one of the key features of any screening programme is having explicit 
quality standards and that robust approaches are necessary to ensure that quality 
assurance is guaranteed (UK NSC criteria, 2013). 
 
The criteria underpinning dental screening are at odds with those of the NSC. 
Screening as referred to by the NSC is about risk reduction and disease prevention 
or intervening at an earlier stage in the natural history by treating precursor 
conditions. This is not the case for dental screening. There are fundamental 
problems associated with meeting the criteria associated with the condition, the test 
and the treatment. 

When the first protocol was published, the Welsh Government accepted the view of 
the NSC that “school dental screening (of children aged 6 to 9) was ineffective in 
reducing levels of untreated dental disease and increasing attendance at the level of 
the population”. Therefore, a protocol was published which focussed primarily on 
aligning screening with components of D2S. 

http://gov.wales/docs/dhss/publications/170619whc023en.pdf
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2. Screening and Designed to Smile 
 
The refocus of D2S states: 
 
   School screening   
 
In 2014 the Welsh Government published the All Wales Community Dental Service 
(CDS) school dental screening/inspection protocol:  
 
There will be no place for school screening as part of D2S and the protocol will be 
revised to reflect this. 
 
    Fissure Sealants 
 
The refocus removes the use of fissure sealants as part of D2S noting: 
 
Fissure sealants are provided to children aged 6 and over. Whilst it is a valuable 
component of individual patient care, the emerging evidence does not support its 
cost effectiveness or return on investment within a population public health 
programme such as D2S. 
 

Therefore, Community Dental Service D2S teams will 

 No longer deliver fissure sealants as part of D2S.  

 No longer provide screening as part of their D2S work in schools.  
 
The original protocol noted that “screening may be used to identify children who may 
benefit from fluoride varnish application where local policy includes screening for 
this”. 

 
The D2S fluoride varnish programme does not require children to be screened for 
dental disease before application and therefore, there is no place for local screening 
policies in respect of the application of fluoride varnish. This is underpinned by the 
introduction of direct access and the GDC Scope of Practice for DCPs to deliver 
fluoride varnish as part of a public dental health programme such as D2S.   

 
3. Screening by the Community Dental Service  
 

The CDS will not undertake routine school screening. 
 

This is reinforced by WHC 2016 / 005 – The Role of the Community Dental Service 
and Services for Vulnerable People – which notes: 
 
CDS may also screen or provide clinical oral health risk assessments to other 
groups, including people living in care homes, for older people or people with 
learning disability. However, we expect services to clearly define the objectives of 
this activity and evaluate it to ensure it is an efficient way to identify individuals in 
need of care and direct them into appropriate services. 
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4. Data collection 
 

The current Welsh Government CDS data collection system includes a section on 
screening. This will be revised to remove all requirements to report on screening 
 
5. Screenings, surveys and schools 

 
Legal notes are included at Appendix 1 for completeness but this does not change 
the policy intention of this Protocol in that routine school screening should not be 
undertaken by the CDS.  
 
 
 
Lisa Howells, Deputy CDO, Welsh Government, August 2017 
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Appendix 1   

 
 

SCREENINGS, SURVEYS AND SCHOOLS - LEGAL NOTES 
 

1. Duty of the Community Dental Services 
 Section 5 of the 1977 National Health Service Act as amended by Schedule 

12 paragraph 20 of the Education Reform Act 1988 states that: 
 
 ‘It is also the Secretary of State’s duty to provide, to such extent as he 

considers necessary to meet all reasonable requirements- 
 (a) for the dental inspection of pupils in attendance at schools maintained by 

local education authorities or at grant maintained schools; 
 (b) for the dental treatment of such pupils; and 
 (c) for the education of such pupils in dental health.’ 
 
 In Wales that Duty lies with the Welsh Assembly who have indicated that the 

Community Dental Service shall undertake the surveys. 
 
2. Duty of the School 
 Encouragement and assistance - The Education Act 1996 s 520 (1) states: 
  
 ‘A local education authority shall make arrangements for encouraging and 

assisting pupils to take advantage of the provision for medical and dental 
inspection and treatment made for them in pursuance of section 5(1)  or 
(1A)of the National Health Service Act 1977, or paragraph 1(a) (i) of Schedule 
1 to that Act. 

 
 A similar duty is placed upon the governors of grant maintained schools by s 

536 (1). 
 
 Accommodation - Schedule 1 paragraph 3 of the National Health Service Act 

1977 as amended by Schedule 12 paragraph 21 of the Education Reform Act 
1988 provides that it is the duty of the local authority or, in the case of grant-
maintained schools the governing body, to make available: 

 
 ‘such accommodation as is appropriate for the purpose of assisting him so as 

to provide as is mentioned in section 5 above for pupils in attendance at the 
school’ .   

 
 See above for content of Section 5. 
 
 Thus there is a statutory legal duty on the school to accommodate the needs 

of the Community Dental Service to undertake these surveys. The school 
cannot simply decide not to participate because it is not convenient. 

 
3. Data Protection 
 Information required for screenings and surveys is requested from schools.  

Where this data is held on a computer schools must register in accord with 
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the Data Protection Act 1984.  It is important that the registration includes 
disclosure of information for school health services purposes if the legal duties 
stated above are to be fulfilled.  Schools should be reassured that: 

 only the minimum of data is requested. 

 data is only used by those conducting and analysing the 
screening/survey. 

 data is not passed on to any other parties. 

 all data is medically confidential and treated as such by those 
conducting and analysing the screening/survey. 


