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07 February 2018 
 
Dear             , 
 
ATISN 11903 Freedom of information request for the sheep to abattoir figures 
 

Thank you for your request which I received on 11 January 2018.  You asked for: 
 

 The number of UK sheep presented at each abattoir in Wales for November 2016, 
February 2017 and July 2017. 

 
EIDCymru holds the information requested. I have considered your request and have 
concluded this information is exempt from disclosure under Section 43 of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000: prejudice to commercial interests.  Full reasoning is provided at 
Annex A to this letter. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at: Information Rights Unit, Welsh Government, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NQ or 
Email: FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk  
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF  
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it 
has been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely 
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Annex A: Section 43 (2) – Commercial Interests   

  

I have decided to withhold the following information:   
 

Information being withheld Section number and exemption name 

 The number of UK sheep presented 
at each abattoir in Wales for 
November 2016, February 2017 and 
July 2017. 

 

  Section 43 (2) – Commercial Interests   

 

 
This Annex sets out the reasons for the engagement of section 43 (2) of the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) and our subsequent consideration of the Public Interest Test.   
 
This exemption states that “information is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act 
would, or would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person (including the 
public authority holding it)”.  
 
Section 43 is a qualified (public interest tested) exemption. This means in order to engage it, 
I must show that the public interest in withholding the information is greater than the public 
interest in releasing it. I have therefore given consideration to the effects of disclosure of the 
information to the world at large as the information is made available to anybody and 
everybody, not just the requestor. As such, when considering your request I have 
considered the wider effects of disclosure rather than any personal interest you may have in 
being provided with the information.  
 
Following consultations with the affected third parties, we believe that number of sheep 
presented at each individual Welsh abattoir for the months of November 2016, February 
2017 and July 2017 may be used as a useful indicator of the size of operation of each 
business, as presentation of one type of animal equates directly to the number of kills of that 
type of animal. The businesses concerned believe that their commercial interests are likely 
to be harmed in the event that competitors should know the size of their operations, as it 
provides business intelligence that allows a competitor to set up in opposition, particularly 
where the operations are small. 
 
Public Interest Test  
 
I recognise the general public interest in openness and transparency and releasing all of the 
information would help the public gain a better understanding of the decisions made by 
Government. I also recognise information on presentation of sheep at abattoirs provides 
useful public information on the overall size of the sheep farming industry in Wales. 
 
We are content to publish aggregate figures for Wales in answer to these public interest 
arguments, but the question is whether the public interest for the requested information 
outweighs the public interest in protecting the commercial interests of the abattoirs who are 
required to report this data to us. 
 
As explained above, the presentation of sheep for these dates on an individual abattoir 
basis would provide competitors with detailed commercial information which they would not 
otherwise have access to.  
 
I am aware that as a general rule, the sensitivity of information is likely to reduce over time, 
so that the age of information, or timing of the request may be relevant in determining 
whether to apply the exemption, or where the public interest may lie. In this case, however, 



the information captured is sufficiently current to still provide a good indication of the current 
size of these operations. 
  
In conclusion, I believe that the balance of the public interest falls in favour of withholding 
the management information.   
 

 


