
 
 
 
 
22/11/17 
 
Dear                                , 
 
ATISN 11698 – Seren Network 
 

Thank you for your request which I received on 7/11/17.  
 
You asked for a breakdown of "other expenditure" associated with the Seren 
Network showing how it is portioned out. In our acknowledgment to you we 
interpreted your request to be to supply additional information to support the 2016/17 
Seren Network budget allocation associated with “other expenditure”. 
 
The information you have requested is as follows: 
 
The total spend against budget was  £523,152.38 
The sums paid directly to the hubs was  £125,406.00 
Other Expenditure     £397,746.38 
 
The other expenditure during 2016-17 is outlined below. In all cases, the figures 
have been rounded to the nearest thousand: 
 

1. Staff  
Cost £110,000 

The cost of staff working exclusively on the Seren project. 
 

2. National Programme Content 
Cost £190,000 

This included the cost of specialist support to the Seren hub network to build 
capacity, knowledge and expertise within the local hubs, as well as the 
development of a resource bank. It also included the full cost of delivering the 
National Seren conference for Seren students and those supporting them in 
schools and colleges.  

 
3. Alumni 
Cost £26,000 

This was a pump-priming activity linked to the initial set-up and rollout of the 
Seren Network. Local hubs now make their own arrangements for engaging with 
alumni who are recognised as having an important role to play in connecting with 
young people from their former schools/colleges and raising aspiration. 

 
4. Student Recruitment, Media and Marketing 
Cost £72,000 
These costs support the recruitment of circa 2000 year 12 Seren students and to 
establish clear communication channels for students, parents/carers, teachers, 
lecturers and the University partners themselves. Year 12 students invited into 



the Seren Network all received an information pack. This cost also supported 
establishing and maintaining a vibrant social media content for the network and 
its partners. This included raising awareness of opportunities; relevant advice and 
Seren network events which were all promoted and distributed through the Seren 
social media channels.  A number of case studies were developed to highlight 
Welsh successes and encourage Welsh students to apply to the leading 
Universities. 
 

 
Total cost : £398,000 

 
  
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you 
can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

mailto:FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk

