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Date:  29 September 2017 
Dear                     , 
 
ATISN 11549: BBC Freedom of Information Requests. 
 

Thank you for your request which I received on 8 September.  You asked for: 
 
How many BBC requests under the FOIA have been made to the Welsh Government over 
the period from the 1st of January 2008 to the present. 
 
Whilst I can confirm that the Welsh Government holds information of this description, I 
estimate that it will cost more than the appropriate limit set out in the Freedom of 
Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004 to answer 
your request.  The appropriate limit specified for central government is £600. This 
represents the estimated cost of it taking over 24 hours of time to determine whether we 
hold the information and to thereafter locate, retrieve and extract it.   
 
The Welsh Government does not hold a central record of requests received by any named 
organisation. Since 1 January 2008 to the date of your request, Welsh Government has 
handled 8442 requests under the Freedom of Information Act. To provide you with the 
information that you have requested would require us to manually interrogate each request 
on our system to see if it was made by an employee of the BBC. We would have to do this 
by either looking at the email/postal address of the requester (to see if they were from the 
BBC) or else from other information contained within the request itself. At a generous 
estimate (based on our calculations to arrive at the figure at the end of this letter) of it taking 
20 seconds per request to do this, I estimate it would take 47 hours to interrogate all 8442 
requests. Consequently, I have decided not to provide you with the information you have 
requested.   
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
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or Email: FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:  
 
 Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
Please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it has been 
through our own internal review process. 
 
However, whilst we are unable to provide you with the number of requests made to Welsh 
Government by the BBC since January 1 2008, I am able to provide you with information 
dating back to 2012. This is because requests received within this period that have been 
logged as being made by ‘media’ bodies can be isolated on our database, meaning we only 
have to interrogate a much smaller proportion of the whole. For example, we received 885 
requests during 2016, only 78 of which were recorded as being made by media bodies, 
meaning we only have to interrogate the subset of 78 rather than the whole 885. We are 
unable to do this for requests that pre-date 2011. 
 
Based on the above explanation, I can tell you that since January 1 2012, the Welsh 
Government has formally logged and dealt with 236 requests from the BBC under the 
Freedom of Information Act.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
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