
 

 

Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg.  Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd 
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.  

 

We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh.  Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding 
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.   
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31 August 2017 
 
Dear , 
 
ATISN 11506 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 24 August.  You asked for: 
 

 Information on how many voluntary access agreements (VAAs) there are and on 
which rivers VAAs have been agreed.  
 

 Where VAAs have been sought by those wanting access but where access has 
not been granted by riparian owners or anglers. Please supply information from 
as long ago as possible to date, but certainly from 2004 to date. 
 

 What is the value to the Welsh economy of income derived from fishing on 
freshwater resources e.g. on inland rivers and lakes. If no up to date information 
is available, I would like to know what the date is for whatever information there is. 

 
The information you have requested on VAAs is not kept by the Welsh Government. 
However, Natural Resources Wales has got a certain amount of detail regarding existing 
VAAs, though it’s unlikely this will extend to agreements rejected by riparian owners, 
anglers or other interests. 
 
In order to submit your request for information to NRW I suggest you use one of the 
following options: 
 

 By telephone: 0300 065 3000 and ask to speak to an Access to Information Officer; 

 By email: accesstoinformationteam@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk; or 

 By post: ATI Team, Natural Resources Wales, Maes y Ffynnon, Penrhosgarnedd, 
Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57 2DW. 

With regard to the value of fresh water fishing, the last economic analysis, undertaken in 
2009, revealed “Recreational fishing brings economic benefit in excess of £74 million 
annual expenditure in Wales, supporting around 1,500 Welsh jobs and £32 million in 
household income often to rural communities” (Mawle and Peirson, 2009).  

mailto:accesstoinformationteam@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk


Other information available to us, but not necessarily owned by the Welsh Government, 
includes the value of rod licences between 2012 – 2016, which was included in NRW’s 
latest Fisheries Income and Expenditure paper (April 2017) attached; and the “Valuing 
Activities” report by Visit Britain from 2015. The latter can be viewed at the link below: 

https://www.visitbritain.org/sites/default/files/vb-corporate/Documents-
Library/documents/England-documents/valuing_activities_-
_final_report_fv_7th_october_2015_0.pdf, 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at: Information Rights Unit, Welsh Government, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NQ or 
Email: FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF  
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it 
has been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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