
 

 

 

Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg.  Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd 
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.  

 

We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh.  Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding 
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.   
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Dear , 
 
ATISN 11422 - Initiative to increase the number of Welsh speakers in Wales – 
Cymraeg 2050 : A million Welsh speakers 
 

 
Thank you for your request, which I received on 26 July 2017. The information you 
requested, in relation to the initiative to increase the number of Welsh speakers in Wales to 
1 million by 2050, is set out below.  
 
 

Who initiated this objective? 
 
Cymraeg 2050 : A million Welsh speakers is a Welsh Government strategy aimed at 
reaching a million Welsh speakers by 2050 and which builds upon the work undertaken in 
line with the Welsh Government’s A living language: a language for living – Welsh 
Language Strategy 2012-2017.  
 
The target of a million Welsh speakers was included in Taking Wales Forward, the 
Programme for Government 2016-21 published in November 2016. Taking Wales Forward 
can be found by the following link: 
 
http://gov.wales/about/programme-for-government/?lang=en 
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What were the drivers? 
 
In the foreword to the Cymraeg 2050 Strategy, the First Minister and Minister for Lifelong 
Learning and Welsh Language note that the Welsh language is one of Wales’s treasures 
and part of what defines us as people and as a nation. The target of a million Welsh 
speakers is deliberately ambitious so that the Welsh language thrives for future generations.  
  
http://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/170711-welsh-language-strategy-eng.pdf  
 
How much has been spent to date on research? 
 
Research projects undertaken under the Welsh Language Strategy Evaluation Framework 
(established in 2014) between 2014-15 and 2016-17 totalled £199,882. In addition, a survey 
on Welsh language use funded in partnership with the Welsh Language Commissioner 
resulted in spend totalling £119,168 during between 2013-14 and 2015-16. 
 
What is the projected cost until the end of the initiative? 

The Welsh Language Division revenue budget for 2017-18 is £36.195m. This is the budget 
which funds activities and programmes in support of this Cymraeg 2050 Strategy.  

 

During implementation of the Strategy, the re-allocation of funds and resources within the 
current Welsh language budget will be required in specific areas to meet the key priorities. 
As a 33 year strategy, it will be necessary for future administrations to take decisions on 
funding priorities throughout the lifetime of the Strategy, subject to future budget rounds. 

 
Details of the Welsh Government’s budget or 2017-18 is available here:  
 
http://gov.wales/funding/budget/final-budget-2017-18/?lang=en 

 
 
How will the project be managed in terms of P.I.S.? 
 

The Work Programme for the first four years of the strategy, which outlines what targets we 
will strive for and what steps we will take to that end, as well as key milestones on the route 
to a million speakers, can be found on the following link: 
 
http://gov.wales/topics/welshlanguage/welsh-language-strategy-and-policies/cymraeg-2050-welsh-
language-strategy/?lang=en  
 
 

What is the cost of having a bilingual culture in terms of road signs, public 
documents, employing Welsh speakers? 

 
The Welsh language is mainstreamed into spending across the breadth of the Welsh 
Government’s activities. As such, the cost of producing road signs or public documents in 
Welsh cannot be disaggregated from the total cost of delivering those services. Similarly, 
we do not hold information about the cost of employing Welsh speakers over and above the 
total cost of employing staff.  
 
I hope that this information is useful to you.  
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an 

http://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/170711-welsh-language-strategy-eng.pdf
http://gov.wales/funding/budget/final-budget-2017-18/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/welshlanguage/welsh-language-strategy-and-policies/cymraeg-2050-welsh-language-strategy/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/welshlanguage/welsh-language-strategy-and-policies/cymraeg-2050-welsh-language-strategy/?lang=en


 

 

internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner. The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:   
Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it 
has been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely 
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