
 

 

 

Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg.  Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd 
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.  

 

We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh.  Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding 
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.   
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Dear ,  
 
ATISN 11390 Additional Learning Needs Financial Allocations versus Welsh 
Language Financial Allocations 
 
Thank you for your request, which I received on 12 July 2017. The information you 
requested is below. 
 
The Welsh Government provides around 80% of the money allocated to local authorities 
(LAs) in Wales through the Revenue Support Grant (RSG) which is distributed on the basis 
of a needs based formula. A joint Welsh Government and LA working group, called the 
Distribution Sub Group, is responsible for ensuring the formula is reviewed regularly. 
 
All funding provided to LAs via the RSG is unhypothecated and as such it is for LAs to 
determine how to spend the totality of their funding in order to best meet their local needs. 
As the Welsh Government provides funding through the RSG it does not hold information on 
the specific allocations by LAs in respect to educational provision for special educational 
needs (SEN) and the Welsh Language. 
 
However, the Welsh Government does publish annual statistics in respect of budgeted 
expenditure on SEN. This annual statistical release analyses the budgeted expenditure data 
supplied by the Welsh LAs in respect of SEN provision. This information can be accessed 
through the Welsh Government website, via the following link: 
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http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/budgeted-expenditure-special-educational-needs-
provision/?lang=en  
 
The following table identifies the total expenditure on SEN provision between 2011/12 and 
2016/17. It should be noted that these figures include notional allocations to nursery, 
primary, middle and secondary schools in respect of amounts provided for SEN (as part of 
the individual LAs formula for distributing funds to schools). As it is for each school to 
determine how much of its delegated budget to spend on SEN, the actual spend within 
nursery, primary, middle and secondary schools can vary from these notional allocations. 
The figures also include expenditure financed by specific and special government grants. 
 

Financial year  

2011/12 £347.100m 

2012/13 £346.862m 

2013/14 £359.217m 

2014/15 £357.099m 

2015/16 £356.306m 

2016/17 £361.737m 

 
The information within these statistical releases is broken down by LA and by sector, i.e. 
primary, secondary and special schools, etc. There is no information held in respect to 
direct delivery, capita, revenue, marketing and publicity. 
 
In relation to funding for Welsh Language provision, expenditure is divided into two 
spending areas – Welsh language and Welsh in education.  

 
The Welsh language spending area includes funding for organisations such as the Welsh 
Language Commissioner and Mentrau Iaith, and grants to promote and facilitate the Welsh 
language through various organisations and activities.  

 
The Welsh in Education spending area includes funding for organisations such as National 
Centre for Learning Welsh, Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol and Mudiad Meithrin, and 
provides grants to support Welsh-medium provision through various programmes, including 
the Welsh language Sabbatical Scheme for practitioners and the commissioning of teaching 
and learning resources.  
 
The following table identifies the annual budget for Welsh language and Welsh in Education 
between 2011/12 and 2017/18. 
 

Financial year Spending area Annual budget 

2011-12 Welsh language 25,162,000 
 

Welsh in education 11,415,000 
 

2012-13 Welsh language 24,670,000 
 

Welsh in education 16,106,000 
 

2013-14 Welsh language 25,490,000 
 

Welsh in education 15,680,000 
 

2014-15 Welsh language 30,442,000 

http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/budgeted-expenditure-special-educational-needs-provision/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/budgeted-expenditure-special-educational-needs-provision/?lang=en


 

 

 

Welsh in education 21,006,000 
 

2015-16 Welsh language 27,215,000 
 

Welsh in education 18,733,000 
 

2016-17 Welsh language 26,004,000 
 

Welsh in education 18,267,000 
 
 

2017-18 Welsh language 36,495,000 
 

Welsh in education 29,531,000 
 

 
The recent increase is 2017/18 is a result of responsibilities and budget being transferred 
between Welsh Government departments. 

 
Additionally the Welsh language is a cross cutting theme; so as well as this budget 
allocation, other departments support the development of the Welsh language, especially 
within the education system. This budget is not easily quantified as Welsh-medium 
education is part of the education infrastructure in Wales. 
 
I hope that this information is useful to you.  
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner. The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:   
Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it 
has been through our own internal review process. 

mailto:FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk


 

 

 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
  

 


