
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 May 2017 
 
Dear ,  
 
ATISN 11251 – Discretionary Assistance Fund  
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 28 April 2017 about the Discretionary 
Assistance Fund.  You asked for data on the Discretionary Assistance Fund from 
2000 – 2017 relating to the following: 
 

 Establish people in the community following a period of care, where 
circumstances indicate there is a risk of them not being able to live 
independently without such financial assistance.   

 Grants paid to help people remain in the community rather than going into 
care, where circumstances indicate there is a risk of them not being able to 
live independently without grant assistance. 

 Financial assistance to set up home in the community as part of a planned 
resettlement programme following an unsettled way of life.  

 Community care grants paid for care of a prisoner or young offender on 
release on temporary license.  

 Hard copies of the Individual Assistance Payment (IAP) application form, 
guidance documents and scoring matrix. 

 
Following a search of our paper and electronic records, I have established that all of 
the information you require is not held by the Welsh Government.  As mentioned in 
my earlier letter the fund was transferred to the Welsh Government in 2013 so we 
hold information from 1st April 2013 onwards.   
 
The information we have for awards made during the first two years of Welsh 
Government managing the fund (2013/14 – 2014/15) is held as a total figure which 
covers all Individual Assistance Payments (IAP’s) made during that time. 
Unfortunately, we are unable to break this down to cover the first four points you 
have requested. The number of awards for IAPs were 10,594 in financial year 
2013/14 and 6,489 in financial year 2014/15.   
 



Changes were made to the way information was recorded relating to IAPs during 
2015 and the number of awards for 2015/16 and 2016/17 is shown in the table 
below: 
 
 

 FY 2015/16 FY 2016/17 

Leaving a care home 31 12 

Leaving Hospital 39 46 

Leaving a prison/detention centre 153 133 

Leaving supported accommodation 29 85 

Leaving foster care 3 0 

   

At risk of entering a care home 24 29 

At risk of entering a hospital 10 2 

At risk of entering supported 
accommodation 

11 1 

   

Planned resettlement programme 1171 1543 

   

Care for offender released on 
temporary licence 

3 0 

 
Please see attached the hard copies of the Individual Assistance Payment 
application form and guidance document which is available on the 
Moneymadeclear.wales website. 
 
This is a discretionary fund and each application is awarded based on the relative 
need presented in the application with the individual’s circumstances taken into 
account.  There is no scoring matrix used by decision makers.   
   
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you 
can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government,  
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  

mailto:FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk


Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 


