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8 June 2016 
 
Dear Chris Davies MP 
 
Thank you for your email of 26 May on behalf of your constituent,        , regarding 
postgraduate funding                           to undertake a Masters’ degree. 
 
As you are aware, there is no statutory student support currently available for Masters’ 
courses.  
 
In terms of overall funding for higher education student support, Welsh undergraduate 
students presently receive the most generous package in the UK and consequently incur 
substantially less debt than their English counterparts. It is worth noting that although 
English Ministers will be offering postgraduate loans for English domiciled students in 
academic year 2016/17, they will also be withdrawing all maintenance grants from their new 
undergraduate students, even those from households with the most modest incomes.  
Welsh students still have access to these grants.  
 
Unfortunately, a postgraduate loan scheme could not be implemented for Welsh students in 
academic year 2016/17 but on 3 March 2016 the Welsh Government published a 
consultation which closed on 26 May 2016.  This consultation outlines a proposed interim 
loan scheme to be implemented for academic year 2017/18 to support Welsh postgraduate 
students.  
http://gov.wales/consultations/education/support-for-postgraduate-study-and-part-time-
engineering/?skip=1&lang=en 
 
Meanwhile, there are certain educational trusts and charities that may be prepared to assist                                       
                                                               by means of small grants or loans. There are 
standard lists in most public reference libraries including the Educational Grants Directory.   
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Assuming                                      is hoping to start a course in 2016/17, an option would be 
for her to consider deferring entry (with the University’s agreement) until academic year 
2017/18 when a postgraduate loan scheme should be available or perhaps consider a part-
time Masters which will have reduced fees. 
 
If no other funding is available, and subject to eligibility, a Professional and Career 
Development Loan (PCDL) can help to pay for course fees and any associated costs. 
However, the course provider and course has to be listed on the PCDL register.  Further 
information is available at: https://www.gov.uk/career-development-loans/overview or by 
contacting a careers adviser on 0800 100 900. 
 
Yours sincerely  
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