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Dear 
 

Thank you for your e mail on behalf of your constituent,           . As a parent of a young child,     
has raised issues around starting school, the Foundation Phase and childcare.  
 
I am aware of the consultation being undertaken by Powys with regard to the age of starting 
school and Foundation Phase provision for young pupils. Requirements in relation to 
consultation on admission arrangements are set out in the School Admissions Code, the 
latest version of which was published in July 2013. This requires that consultation is 
completed by 1 March in the year prior to the admission year when the arrangements will 
apply. I understand that the local authority started consultation last month, and that the 
arrangements will affect entry to school in September 2017. The School Admissions Code 
provides that where significant changes are being proposed, parents should also be 
consulted. As the most significant change seems to affect the parents of young children, I 
am aware that the local authority has, in addition to the web based consultation, provided 
posters and information to schools and pre school settings, both maintained and non 
maintained, and also to mother and toddler groups. Your constituent is clearly already 
aware of the consultation and I would encourage       to make         views known directly to 
the local authority, given its responsibility for the matters       raises. 
 

Local authorities have a statutory duty to make available a free part-time Foundation Phase 
place for all children from the term following their third birthday. Part-time is for a minimum 
of ten hours per week for around the same number of weeks as in the school year (normally 

38 weeks). The place can be either in a maintained school, or a non-maintained setting that 
is approved by the local authority’s Early Years Development and Childcare 
Partnership.  Both are inspected by Estyn.  

 



 

 

Each local authority will deliver their early education entitlement differently, taking into 
account the needs of the individual child and their parents as identified in their local 

sufficiency assessment (which includes a duty to secure, where reasonably practicable, 
sufficiency of childcare for working parents), and to put in place arrangements which ensure 
as many families as possible are able to access the free early education provision 

In Wales, flexible, accessible and affordable free part-time Foundation Phase early 
education entitlement and childcare are clearly different. Both help parents to work, but from 
an early education entitlement perspective, we are ever mindful of not losing focus on the 
importance of providing high-quality early education experiences for children.  With regards 
to childcare, the Childcare Act 2006 sets out the statutory position in relation to the duty 
upon local authorities in Wales to provide childcare locally.  It is the responsibility of local 
authorities to provide sufficient childcare as far as is reasonably practicable, and in ways 
that meet local needs. Family Information Services should be able to advise your 
constituent on the childcare support available within     locality.  
 
Ensuring access to affordable, high quality childcare for all children and families across 
Wales, especially the most disadvantaged, remains one of our top priorities.  The Welsh 
Government provides 12.5 hours a week of Childcare for the most vulnerable 2-3 year olds 
via our Flying Start programme. 
 

In line with our ambitions set out in the ‘Building a Brighter Future: Early Years and 
Childcare Plan’, officials are actively looking at options in which we can enhance the support 
we offer parents to improve the flexibility, accessibility and affordability of early education 
and childcare. 
 
On the matter of resourcing of schools, your constituent may wish to note that since 2011-
12, the Welsh Government has committed to increasing spending on schools services at 
1% better than the uplift to the overall Welsh budget. Local authority budgets have been 
monitored on an annual basis to ensure they meet the required level for schools budgets in 
line with the protection. In support of this, additional funding has been provided each year 
for schools through a range of funding streams. 
 
We are continuing to prioritise schools funding in our Draft Budget for 2016-17. Building on 
the level of funding protected for schools in 2015-16 (£2.141bn), we are investing an 
additional £40million for schools next year, the majority of which will be delivered through 
the Revenue Support Grant (RSG) to support frontline schools delivery as part of our wider 
commitment to the simplification of local government funding. 
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