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From:[                ]  
Sent: 30 January 2017 21:04 
To: Roberts, Kathryn (ESNR-Tourism, Heritage & Sport-Cadw) 
Subject: Pen Dinas - Hill Fort  
 
Dear Kate, it was really interesting to talk to you today and hear about the Caerau 
Hillfort project that, does sound like a project that has a lot in common with our Pen 
Dinas project. 
As you might know we’re hoping to have a Geophysical survey carried out soon, and 
will make the data available to anyone who would like to use it. 
 
I got in touch because of the continued reports of metal detectorists on the site, and 
as I there appears to be blackthorn and the scrub being allowed to grow on the 
embankments, which could damage and is masking the archaeology of the of the 
site, both physically and as a feature of the landscape. 
 
There is a management plan that you can find here  
https://www.dropbox.com/s/79ohjkcptuwtd3i/Pen%20Dinas%20and%20Tanybwlch%
20LNR%20management%20plan%202013-19.docx?dl=0 
 
It states (section 6) 
6. AIMS, OBJECTIVES, INDICATORS AND MONITORING  
6.1 Hillfort  
Aims: 
Maintain archaeological interest as discernible and interpretable features in the 
landscape  
Maintain heathland and unimproved grassland    
 
Rationale: 
The site is dominated by the magnificent Iron Age hillfort of Pen Dinas, whose 
defences enclose the two hill top summits of a longer ridge. Only the southern  
half of the fort falls within the LNR. The hillfort is a scheduled ancient monument, and 
the Wellington Monument stands on the southern section.  
 
Objectives:   
Control gorse and bracken where there is masking of the banks of the hillfort .  
Ensure that bracken cover does not exceed 20%.  
Maintain Wellington Monument. 
 
Indicators:  
Carry out checks to ensure that the hillfort banks are visible throughout the year. 
Carry out checks to ensure that heathland is maintained on the top of the hillfort and 
that bracken cover does not exceed 20%. 
 



I would very much appreciate it if you could get in touch and ask about the 
management of the site, and when the work will be carried out.  The site is owned by 
Ceredigion County Council. I believe the people to contact are: 
[                    ] 
[                    ] 
 
You don’t have to copy me into the email, but I had asked my regional AM Simon 
Thomas to ask about protection of the site, and he sent me a response from Ken 
Skates AM. So it may be good to copy Simon into the email 
Simon.Thomas@assembly.wales 
 
If the possibility arose, our charity The Penparcau Community Forum, would be more 
than happy to work with both CADW and the RCAHMW to write a funding proposal 
to support further understanding and work on the Pen Dinas site. We have received 
CFAP funding from WAG to develop a community centre and would eventually like to 
develop a heritage hub in the area.  
 
Couple of things that may be of interest.  
Here’s a small animation that a friend has been working on 
https://youtu.be/7XSDMAjCH30 
Here’s something that the Commission did for us using an estate map that we’d seen 
and the freely available LiDAR data https://youtu.be/5ahkeyYovWM 
 
Regards 
[      ] 
 

 
Document 2  
 
From: Roberts, Kathryn (ESNR-Tourism, Heritage & Sport-Cadw)  
Sent: 31 January 2017 09:09 
To: Groom, Polly (ESNR-Tourism, Heritage & Sport-Cadw) 
Subject: FW: Pen Dinas - Hill Fort  
 
Polly 
 
I spoke to [    ] yesterday – email covers much of what we talked about.  [    ] is part of the 
group that is working with Royal Commission [          ] on developing a Pen Dinas project – I 
understand from him that some of the site is managed / owned by the Council – which I 
hadn’t realised – I thought it was all in private ownership… 
 
Anyway, the group appear to be keen to try and tackle the problems that have been 
developing, particularly the metal detecting – we’ve had two reports in the last 6 months or 
so.  
 
Sounds like there is some potential momentum here – are you in a position to take this up.  I 
suggest that it might be useful to speak to the Local Authority officers who may be able to 
help, and to [           ] at the Commission and see how we can help to support this emerging 
project – build on the enthusiasm of local interest. 
 
What do you think? 
 



Kate 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 


