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 Ein Cyf/Our Ref:ATISN 11171 
 

4 April 2017 
 
 
 
Dear , 
 
ATISN 11171 – PISA Analysis 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 12 March about PISA analysis.  The 
information you requested is enclosed. 
 
I have decided that some of the information is exempt from disclosure under section 22 of 
the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) and is therefore withheld. The reasons for 
applying this exemption are set out in full at Annex A to this letter. Table 1 of Annex A lists 
the information that I have decided to withhold. 
 
The April 2015 published further analysis of PISA 2012 is the only additional analysis 
undertaken by NFER. There is no unpublished analysis held by Welsh Government. 
  
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  

http://www.llyw.cymru/
http://www.gov.wales/
mailto:FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk


Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it 
has been through our own internal review process. 
 
 



I have decided to withhold the following information:   
 

Information being withheld Section number and exemption name 

 
Further Analysis of PISA 2015 completed by 
the Institute of Education. This will include:- 
Regional Reports; 
PISA/GCSE Link; and 
Factors Associated with High & Low 
Achievers. 
    

 
Section 22(1) -Information intended for 
future publication 
   

  

 
This Annex sets out the reasons for the engagement of section 22(1) of the FOIA and our 
subsequent consideration of the Public Interest Test.   
 
Engagement of section 22(1) (Information intended for future publication) of the 
Freedom of Information Act. 

 
The Welsh Government believes that the Further Analysis of PISA 2015 should be exempt 
from disclosure on the basis that the raw data recently received from IoE will be required to 
be contextualised and formatted into documents fit for publication.  This work is ongoing and 
the Further Analysis will be published in due course. A link to the published data will be 
provided to you when that work is complete and the data has been published.   
 
Public Interest Test 
 
In order to satisfy the public interest test in relation to the exemption, it is necessary to 
conclude that the public interest arguments in favour of withholding the information are 
sufficient to outweigh the public interest arguments in favour of release.   
 
Public interest arguments in favour of disclosure 

 

 The general presumption of openness that the FOIA  aspires to; 
 

 General interest from certain sections of the public, for example parents or researchers, 
in the additional analysis. 

 
Public interest arguments in favour of withholding 

 

 The intended publication date is in the not too distant future. 
 
• The data in question are in a raw state and are still undergoing quality assurance.  The 

final, published version of the data may be substantially different, making it possible that 
confusion could arise when comparing the two versions and potentially leading to 
incorrect conclusions being drawn about the analysis. 

 
• Withholding the information until the publication date will ensure equal opportunity of 

public access as required under the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. 
 
• Disclosure of this information before the final publication date may compromise trust in 

the accuracy of official information.  

http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-practice/index.html


  
 
Balance of public interest test 

 
On the basis of the above, we conclude that on balance the public interest arguments are in 
favour of withholding the data at this time. The public interest in this data will be met with the 
publication of the final verified information in due course. 
 


