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Sent: 20 January 2017 16:36 
To: Drakeford, Mark (Aelod Cynulliad | Assembly Member)  
Subject: Llangennech School  
 
Dear Mr Drakeford,  
 
                                                                                           when mostly Plaid 
councillors backed a proposal to remove English Medium from the village school 
despite the overwhelming response of the village wishing  to keep it Dual Stream'. 
We fear this has set a precedent as CCC plan to eradicate all EM schools from 
Carmarthenshire and they clearly dont respect public demand nor public wishes. If 
this trend continues, we fear what this county will become. 
 
I am not sure if your aware of the current issues in Llangennech with the local dual 
stream School  and Carmarthenshire Council. 
 
                                                                                                                       On 
Wednesday 18 th January it got voted to turn a successful dual stream school to 
welsh medium only which is taking away parents freedom of choice and forcing them 
out of their community village. 
 
Every child in Wales  should have the opportunity to access the School education 
through the medium of Welsh, if they so wish, and Carmarthenshire county council is 
to be congratulated for scoring very highly in this respect. Indeed, Carmarthenshire 
is  a head of other areas of Wales. Llangennech currently has that option opportunity 
to access Welsh medium education as the village primary school has it both a Welsh 
medium class and then English medium class.  
 
However, the Governors of the School, Headmasters, Director of education in  
Carmarthenshire along with Llangennech County Councillors proceeded to plan to 
change the School to welsh medium only over a five year period. However this was 
done without the knowledge of many staff, community councillors, parents and local 
nursery businesses. Parents found out about it in the paper just a few weeks before 
the consultation was due to commence and once it did there was complete lack of 
information. 
 
There have been many flaws in the consultation.   
 
                                       Despite raising concerns around children with special needs 
abilities, to environmental impacts, negative impacts on the Welsh Language itself, 
to social issues, at no time has this been documented or the community assessment 
re-evaluated. Unfortunately even after bringing all this to the council’ s attention, poor 
attempts of responses were given and in many cases none at all. 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The options of alternative schools that were provided we proved were full and the 
one with any capacity has now started the process to change to welsh medium too. 
The Director of education told us in a meeting that his aim was to turn all dual 
schools to Welsh and English stream to dual stream across Carmarthenshire  which 
eventually would eradicate English medium.  
                                                               Not all children can cope in a welsh medium 
when their home language is English as is 79% Of Llangennech community or 
because of learning disabilities. 
 
 
                                         If you go onto the Carmarthenshire webcast and watch 
yesterday's events it will astound you. Many labour and a few independant 
Councillors tried to put an argument across but they were not listened to like the 95% 
of the village who wanted to keep the school dual stream as it worked and is 
extremely successful ! We are concerned the Welsh Governments aspirations to 
increase welsh and have one million speakers by 2050 has been totally 
misinterpreted and we re afraid if allowed to continue will end up diluting the welsh 
language. The welsh language should be desired and not forced.   
 
 
 
                             We feel there are many issues with the whole process and believe 
you would be able to advise. We would really appreciate it. 
 
Kind Regards  
 
 


