
From: Artistes United  
Sent: 29 January 2017 12:53 
To: CompanionAnimalWelfare 
Subject: Re: Enquiry No:  HR-511929-Q6D0  

 

Dear Ms Thomas 
 
I am most grateful for your reply. You should know this issue goes back to 1985 when Mr 
Gerry Cottle made the national press statement that animals in circus were no longer 
needed. Personally I see no reason to tour wild animals any more but circus started as an 
equestrian event and feel this should continue under strict rules. The licensing of 'circuses' 
with Defra is not the best route I do feel the best option was the old option of licensing for 
the animal trainer. Who may travel from one contract to another but fully licensed, to lose 
that license should the need arise. A 'circus' may employ persons not best suited for training 
animals. I enclose for you the national agreement (copy) published in The Stage newspaper 
of 1950 - the agreement was dated 1944. All trainers came under the approval and the 
vetting of the then Proprietors Association who were responsible for animal acts be they in 
the Variety theatres circus or films! I would like to see all performing animals whether used 
in films - circus - clubs - television (Advertisements) under one licensing system - via the 
trainer and the presenter. Any complain to be vetted by Defra (now that the Circus 
Proprietors no longer wish to do it).  
 
I enclose for you the old statement. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Tom Sandow.  
P/S.My father toured his Shetland ponies for pantomimes and for the Moss Empire circuit 
and had his licence until 1957 when he retired.  
 
 

 
From: CompanionAnimalWelfare 
Sent: 26 January 2017 15:50 
To: Artistes United 
Subject: FW: Enquiry No:  HR-511929-Q6D0  
  
Good Afternoon Mr Sandow 
  
Thank you for your email of 5 January outlining your concerns about the issues 
surrounding performing animals within the film industry and cinematographic 
area.  The Welsh Government is committed to prioritising the welfare of all animals 
and the Cabinet Secretary Minister for Environment and Rural Affairs released a 
Written Statement on 15 December 2016 confirming her decision to introduce a 
scheme for all animals in Mobile Animal Exhibits (MAEs), which also includes the 
wild animals being used in circuses and in other industries. The next step is to 
launch a consultation to gather evidence on how such a scheme could be shaped 
and, more importantly, to garner the views of all stakeholders and the public alike. 
  



Your opinion is important to us and the issues you raise in your email will be 
assessed along with the consultation responses.  We will also contact you when the 
consultation is launched to invite you to comment further. 
  
Kind Regards 
  
Animal Welfare and By-Products Branch 
Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer 
  
   
  
  

 On leaving the Government Secure Intranet this email was certified virus free. 
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for 
legal purposes. 
Wrth adael Mewnrwyd Ddiogel y Llywodraeth nid oedd unrhyw feirws yn gysylltiedig â’r 
neges hon. Mae’n ddigon posibl y bydd unrhyw ohebiaeth drwy’r GSi yn cael ei logio, ei 
monitro a/neu ei chofnodi yn awtomatig am resymau cyfreithiol. 
 


