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Marcus Jones has written to us to suggest that we have incorrectly interpreted 
the architectural character of Grove Park School, which in his view was 
forward looking, not based on existing architectural styles, and suggests the 
influence of Frank Lloyd Wright.  
 
We have already concluded that the building was designed in a broadly neo-
classical tradition (characterised by a strong symmetrical and axial 
composition, and a regular rhythm based on repeated bays); the large 
windows  and projecting eaves give a horizontal emphasis which is part of the 
modern interpretation of this architectural tradition.  
 
Mr Jones does not spell it out, but I suspect that it is this strong horizontal 
emphasis which has reminded him of the work of Frank Lloyd Wright.  Frank 
Lloyd Wright was undoubtedly an influential figure in European architecture, 
but in my view it would be difficult to see more than a very superficial 
connection between the works of this leading American architect, and the 
work of Gilbert Wiles in Wrexham.  
 
We have also been contacted by Lynne Williams who has also asked us to 
consider some new perspectives on the school building. In essence, her 
argument is based on  the fact that the school was purpose-built as a 
secondary school for girls, and it is suggested that aspects of its architectural 
character (the cloistered courtyards in particular) directly reflect its purpose as 
a school for girls. This is a theoretical position which is not well-developed, 
and which may be difficult to substantiate – the courtyard plan was already a 
traditional form for places of learning, and there is no immediate evidence 
available to suggest that the cloister element had specific ‘feminist’ 
connotations.  
 
Ms Williams goes on to draw attention to ‘critical historical moments’ in the 
development of girls education, citing an address by the Cymmrodorion 
Society at an eisteddfod in 1887.  She does not go on to mention the Welsh 
Intermediate Education Act of 1889, which provided for the establishment of 
secondary schools for both girls and boys by county and county borough 
councils.  As a result of this Act, many new schools were built, including 
purpose-built girls schools as well as dual and mixed schools. The 1902 
Education Act went on to vest responsibility for the provision of secondary 
education in both England and Wales in local education authorities, based on 
county councils and county borough councils, stimulating another wave of 
school building, organised on similar lines.   
 
After 1889, the specific way in which provision of secondary education for 
boys and girls was organised was a matter of choice, but in general, rural 
schools were more likely to be mixed, whereas in larger urban areas,  
separate boys and girls schools, or dual schools in which separate provision 
for boys and girls was made in a single building were the norm. Education for 



girls was an important element in secondary school provision ever since the 
passing of the 1889 Act, so from that perspective, there is nothing particularly 
unusual about Grove Park. 
 
Ms Williams also suggests that we have not compared Grove Park school 
with other girls grammar schools. For clarity, it is perhaps also worth noting 
that Grove Park was not originally a grammar school. It was established 
following the 1889 Welsh Intermediate Education Act as a county secondary 
school in 1895 (Wrexham County School for Boys),  with a girls school added  
in 1896; the two schools shared premises until the 1930s.  These two county 
schools were both renamed grammar schools in 1945 after the 1944 
Education Act which introduced a tripartite system of secondary education 
(Information obtained from Denbighshire Archives website).  
 
The more appropriate comparison for Grove Park therefore, is  with other 
secondary schools for girls: one of the other inter-war listed schools we have 
cited as being directly comparable is an example of a dual school, in which 
provision was made for girls and boys (Tonyrefail), and another was purpose-
built as a girls secondary school (St Ilan).  Ms Williams suggests that Grove 
Park was the first of its kind in Wales: in fact it  is a relatively late example in 
the building of secondary schools for girls, since such schools had been built 
by local authorities since 1889. The two examples cited above both pre-date 
Grove Park (they were built in 1931 and 1932 respectively), as does the 
mixed school at Hawarden (Hawarden High School, 1898), and the former 
county school for girls at Ruthin (originally built as a house and listed as the 
sixth form centre at Brynhyfryd School).  
 
It is also worth noting that  two pioneering girls schools of the mid nineteenth 
century, the Howells Schools at Llandaff and Denbigh, are both already listed. 
These were originally charitable foundations which offered places for girls who 
had lost one or both parents, taking fee-paying pupils in addition to help with 
running costs.  
 
In conclusion, I do not think that these new representations add materially to 
the case that has already been made for listing the building. 
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