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Our ref: ATISN 10777 
Date: 20 October 2016 
 
Dear , 
 
Request for Information – ATISN reference 10777 
 
Thank you for your request which was received by the Welsh Government on 17th September 
2016.  With regard to the press release and emails sent regarding the "AM Accuses First Minister 
of 'misleading' the Assembly" – published in the South Wales Echo (p16) on 16th September 2016, 
I have provided my response against each of the questions you submitted, as follows.   
 
Question: In relation to the press comments attributed to the Welsh Government in 

Walesonline (LDP), I would like to see the press release sent and emails regarding 
this story.  

 
Answer: I can confirm no press release was sent.  Emails regarding the story published on 

the 16th September accompany this disclosure letter. 
 

Question: Please provide information on how to make a formal complaint as well as 
confirmation on the rule that the Government Press Department only deals with 
journalists and not AMs. 

 
Answer: You have been provided with information on the process for submitting a complaint.  

The position regarding the press department rule has also been confirmed with you. 
 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask for an 
internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an internal review 
should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or  
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Email: FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it has 
been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

mailto:FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk


From: editorial@pressdata.co.uk  
Sent: 16 September 2016 08:30 
To:  
Subject: Press Data Summary: Welsh Government - 16 September 2016 

 

 

Media Coverage for 16 September 2016 

Access to articles is subject to copyright restrictions. Authorised users on the www.pressdata.co.uk web 
portal can view articles by clicking on the newspaper headlines. 

If you require any assistance with this service, please contact clientservices@pressdata.co.uk 

View All Articles 

 First Minister of Wales 

Rhaglen gwrthblaid Plaid Cymru - 'buddsoddi' ledled Cymru 
Golwg - 15/09/2016  
p5 News. 

TRAFOD MESUR CYMRU... ETO 
Golwg - 15/09/2016  
p8 News. 

Legislation praise 
South Wales Argus - 16/09/2016  
p7 News. 
WELSH Conservative leader Andrew RT Davies has hailed the Wales Bill, which completed its 
journey through Parliament this week, as "a landmark piece of legislation". 

Fears over Brexit 
South Wales Argus - 16/09/2016  
p9 News. 
FIRST minister Carwyn Jones has come under fire for failing to follow Scotland's example and 
creating a dedicated Brexit minister. 

AM accuses First Minister of 'misleading' the Assembly 
South Wales Echo - 16/09/2016  
p16 News. Martin Shipton Chief Reporter. 
A PLAID Cymru AM has accused Carwyn Jones of "misleading" the Assembly and says he will report 
him to the committee that scrutinises the First Minister. 
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Doctors' booze pricing worry 
South Wales Evening Post - 16/09/2016  
p6 News. 
CARDIFF Doctors have criticised a block on moves to stop alcohol being sold "cheaper than water" in 
Wales after MPs refused to devolve pricing powers. 

Labouring under a host of problems 
South Wales Evening Post - 16/09/2016  
p10 News. Friday, September 16, Julianruckcolumn. 
YOU may be thinking, what on earth is going on with the Labour Government - Welsh Labour that is. 

Cairns urges bureaucrat cuts 
South Wales Evening Post - 16/09/2016  
p24 News. 
WELSH ministers should cut the number of "bureaucrats" to help them manage budget cuts from 
Westminster, Welsh Secretary Alun Cairns has suggested. 

Landmark day sees first tax powers in 800 years 
Western Mail - 16/09/2016  
p26 News. The Long View Emma Watkins. 
Monday was a landmark day. 

 Secretary for Finance and Local Government 

ANGEN MWY O WYBODAETH CYN CYFLWYNO'R BIL HANESYDDOL 
Golwg - 15/09/2016  
p5 News. 

£6m cuts to jobs and services planned in 'relentless austerity' 
Daily Post - 16/09/2016  
p2 News. 
£6m cuts to jobs and services planned in 'relentless austerity' 

Rates 'tax cut' is welcome but still not enough 
Daily Post - 16/09/2016  
p26 News. 
Rates 'tax cut' is welcome but still not enough. 

Bill clarification 
South Wales Argus - 16/09/2016  
p7 News. 
YESTERDAY, the Argus reported the Welsh Government's new Land Transaction Tax and Anti-
Avoidance of Devolved Taxes (Wales) Bill, which is intended to replace stamp duty from 2018, does 
not mirror plans by the UK Government to impose a three per cent levy on the purchase of homes to 
let. 

Landmark day sees first tax powers in 800 years 
Western Mail - 16/09/2016  
p26 News. The Long View Emma Watkins. 
Monday was a landmark day. 

 Secretary for Economy and Infrastructure 

The dastardly Mr Deedes  
Daily Mail - 16/09/2016  
p70 Business. 
Groovy hedge Fund tycoon and devout Brexiteer Sir Paul Marshall donated £3,250 towards Michael 
Gove's unsuccessful Tory leadership campaign, according to the latest register of interests.  

Community to oppose 'black route' relief road 
South Wales Argus - 16/09/2016  
p10 News. Niall Griffiths 01633 777248 Twitter Argusngriffiths. 
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PLANS to draft a community response from residents set to be affected by the M4 relief road have 
now been set in motion. 

'Cardiff Central not fit for purpose' - rail boss 
South Wales Echo - 16/09/2016  
p5 News. Martin Shipton Chief Reporter. 
RAIL services run by Arriva Trains Wales use the oldest rolling stock in Britain, while Cardiff Central - 
Wales' biggest station - is no longer fit for purpose, senior executives of the firm have told a 
committee of MPs. 

Unions demand plant assurance 
South Wales Evening Post - 16/09/2016  
p25 News. 
UNION leaders have called for assurances over the long-term future of Ford's Bridgend engine plant. 

'We have the oldest trains in Britain and they can't cope' 
Western Mail - 16/09/2016  
p1 Sport. Martin Shipton Chief Reporter. 
RAIL services run by Arriva Trains Wales use the oldest rolling stock in Britain, while Cardiff Central - 
Wales' biggest station - is no longer fit for purpose, senior executives of the firm have told a 
committee of MPs. 

Wales representative to sit on BBC board 
Western Mail - 16/09/2016  
p2 News. David Williamson Political Editor. 
WALES will have guaranteed representation on the new BBC board, the UK government's Culture 
Secretary has revealed as she published a draft charter for the broadcaster. 

Hints at changes to Severn Bridge toll system 
Western Mail - 16/09/2016  
p6 News. 
THE UK Government may propose that tollbooths are replaced by "free flow tolling" on the two Severn 
road bridges, a Wales Office Minister has hinted in a keynote speech about transport. 

'BBC Charter ensures survival of Wales' proud creative voice' 
Western Mail - 16/09/2016  
p29 Sport. 
THE UK government has published the draft BBC Royal Charter that will be the foundation of the 
BBC's work for the next 11 years. 

nuclear power station bonus to the economy an 'excellent of SouthWales' 
Western Mail - 16/09/2016  
p30 News. 
As the first new nuclear power station to be built in the UK for 20 years Hinkley Point C holds the 
promise of bringing thousands of jobs and millions of pounds in benefits to the local economy. 

 Secretary for Health, Well-being and Sport 

Ymgyrch i ddenu meddygon i'r Rhondda 
Golwg - 15/09/2016  
p6 News. 

Welsh GPs prescribed 79m items last year 
South Wales Argus - 16/09/2016  
p8 News. 
THE number of items prescribed to patients by GPs in Wales has increased by more than a third in 10 
years. 

Hopes for an SCCC ruling 
South Wales Argus - 16/09/2016  
p14 News. Chris Binding 01633 777251 Twitter. 
HEALTH secretary Vaughan Gething has told a Gwent AM he wants to be the last health minister to 
have to make a decision on proposals for a Specialist and Critical Care Centre (SCCC) in Torfaen. 
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Long waiting times for treatment on rise again 
South Wales Argus - 16/09/2016  
p26 News. Andy Rutherford 01633 777134 Twitter. 
WAITS of longer than 36 weeks for treatment in Gwent hospitals rose in July for the first time in seven 
months. 

NHS condemned to a bureaucratic hell 
Western Mail - 16/09/2016  
p33 News. 
WHAT rank hypocrisy from the Department of Health spokesman who told your newspaper: "We 
know the NHS is under pressure because of our ageing population. 

 Secretary for Communities and Children 

Course for landlords 
South Wales Evening Post - 16/09/2016  
p41 News. 
A SWANSEA accountancy firm is running a course for landlords and rental agents affected by a new 
Welsh Government scheme called Rent Smart Wales. 

Women's refuges are granted exemption from benefit cap 
Western Mail - 16/09/2016  
p19 News. David Williamson Political Editor. 
Welsh Women's Aid has welcomed a decision to exempt refuges from plans to cap housing benefit, 
warning that services could have been "devastated". 

 Secretary for Environment and Rural Affairs 

We've still got lessons to learn about recycling 
South Wales Echo - 16/09/2016  
p44 News. Jack Feeney Go Green Editor. 
WE'VE still not fully got to grips with recycling. 

 Minister for Social Services and Public Health 

Drive to help people beat barriers to work 
Daily Post - 16/09/2016  
p16 News. 
A PROGRAMME to help people recovering from substance misuse and mental health conditions back 
into employment is being launched by the Welsh Government. 

Beating barriers to employment 
Western Mail - 16/09/2016  
p22 News. Philip Dewey Reporter. 
A PROGRAMME to help people recovering from substance misuse and mental health conditions back 
into employment is being launched by the Welsh Government. 

 Secretary for Education 

AM makes postgrad cash call 
South Wales Argus - 16/09/2016  
p7 News. 
POSTGRADUTE students may be deterred from studying in Wales due to the unavailability of 
dedicated loans, Monmouth AM Nick Ramsay has claimed. 

Survey shows pupils at odds with teachers 
South Wales Echo - 16/09/2016  
p23 News. Gareth Evans Education Editor. 
FEWER than half of young secondary school pupils in Wales think their views are taken seriously by 
those educating them, new research has found. 

Head of Cardiff primary is suspended 
South Wales Echo - 16/09/2016  
p28 News. Gareth Evans Education Editor. 

http://www.pressdata.co.uk/EmailSummaryLogoncook.asp?isNLA=yes&id=10952002&uid=-1%20
http://www.pressdata.co.uk/EmailSummaryLogoncook.asp?isNLA=yes&id=10952025&uid=-1%20
http://www.pressdata.co.uk/EmailSummaryLogoncook.asp?isNLA=yes&id=10952413&uid=-1%20
http://www.pressdata.co.uk/EmailSummaryLogoncook.asp?isNLA=yes&id=10951842&uid=-1%20
http://www.pressdata.co.uk/EmailSummaryLogoncook.asp?isNLA=yes&id=10952408&uid=-1%20
http://www.pressdata.co.uk/EmailSummaryLogoncook.asp?isNLA=yes&id=10951457&uid=-1%20
http://www.pressdata.co.uk/EmailSummaryLogoncook.asp?isNLA=yes&id=10951866&uid=-1%20
http://www.pressdata.co.uk/EmailSummaryLogoncook.asp?isNLA=yes&id=10951770&uid=-1%20
http://www.pressdata.co.uk/EmailSummaryLogoncook.asp?isNLA=yes&id=10952336&uid=-1%20
http://www.pressdata.co.uk/EmailSummaryLogoncook.asp?isNLA=yes&id=10952361&uid=-1%20


A SCHOOL in one of Cardiff's most deprived communities has been rocked by the suspension of its 
headteacher. 

Plans to change the school week don't make sense to me 
South Wales Echo - 16/09/2016  
p38 News. 
IF YOU'RE a working parent like me, you'll know what a big juggling act life is. 

School staff don't take our views seriously, SAY YEAR 8 study pupils 
Western Mail - 16/09/2016  
p12 News. Gareth Evans Education Editor. 
Fewer than half of young secondary school pupils in Wales think their views are taken seriously by 
those educating them, new research has found. 

'Schools investment could boost THE WELSH economy' 
Western Mail - 16/09/2016  
p25 Business. Sion Barry Business Editor. 
INCREASING expenditure on schools in Wales could hold the key to improving the competitiveness of 
its economy, according to new research. 

 Miscellaneous 

Newyddion - 'drwy lygaid Seisnig y BBC 
Golwg - 15/09/2016  
p10 News. 

'I had to save pennies and go to sales and my food bill changed dramatically' 
South Wales Echo - 16/09/2016  
p14 News. Abby Bolter Reporter. 
FOR 30 years ward sister Jocelyn Morgan nursed the sick. 

Wales role on new BBC board 
South Wales Evening Post - 16/09/2016  
p9 News. 
WALES will have guaranteed representation on the new BBC board, the UK Government's Culture 
Secretary has revealed as she published a draft charter for the broadcaster. 

Women on the march to demand pension justice 
Western Mail - 16/09/2016  
p16 News. Abby Bolter Reporter. 
FOR 30 years ward sister Jocelyn Morgan nursed the sick. 
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From: McEvoy, Neil (Assembly Member)  
Sent: 17 September 2016 08:48 
To: Jenkins, Simon (OFMCO - Communications) 
Cc: Bradley, Helen (AM Support Staff Plaid Cymru) 
Subject: press comments 

 

Dear Mr Jenkins, 

 

Can you confirm that the press comments attributed to the Welsh Government in Walesonline 

(LDP{ story Friday) were sanctioned by you and were not comments from the Welsh Labour Press 

Team? Can you tell me where to direct my formal complaint about the comments, if indeed they 

were made by neutral civil servants? 

 

I would like to see the press release sent and emails regarding the story. Is it necessary to do this via 

a Freedom of Information request, or will you accede to this request from me? 

 

Could you confirm in writing the rule that the Government Press Department only deals with 

journalists and not AMs? 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Neil McEvoy 

 
 


