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Method Statement to Inform HRA 

This is a fairly straightforward thinning operation in three small compartments adjacent to the River 

Usk SAC at ………………………………, Brecon, Powys …………………. The woodlands are comprised of 3 

under managed blocks of woodland two of which (Cpt’s 1 and 3) are ASNW, Cpt 2 is a mixture of 

conifer and broadleaves.  This purpose of this intervention  is to lightly thin the over story in Cpts 1 

and 3 and remove the non native conifer from Cpt 2 which is PAWS.  This will open the canopy in all 

three compartments to allow coppicing of the hazel and alder understory.  

Site Description 

The total area of the three compartments is 4.4ha which are divided into 2 distinct blocks separated 

by woodland in different ownership. All three compartments run parallel with the River Usk , two of 

which interface directly with the river and there is steep ground directly above the riparian zone, the 

third section has a buffer zone of average width  40m which is generally flat pasture. There are 

minor tributaries in each of the woods leading directly into the Usk. The soil is a free draining sandy 

loam and there is fairly abundant ground vegetation.  

Site Specific Hazards and Constraints 

Watercourses: River Usk (Upper Usk) and tributaries flowing into the River Usk . There is a potential 

risk of siltation during harvesting and this could affect fish (salmon, lampreys and bullhead). There is 

also the risk of harvesting debris entering watercourses when felling and removing trees. 

EPS: there is evidence of dormice using the woodland and known presence of otter along the 

riparian zone.  Lesser horseshoe bat is strongly associated with the River Usk.  

Steep Ground: there is steep, rocky ground in the eastern section of compartments 1 and 3 and 

more gradual slopes in compartment 2 although this section is buffered from the SAC by a 40m strip 

of flat pasture.  

Upgrade of existing facilities for timber extraction and access: there are existing tracks in 

compartments 2 and 3 which will be re-profiled and surfaced with stone.  

Working method 

This intervention is relatively small scale and involves thinning and coppicing in 3 small sections off 

woodland bordering the River Usk.  In Cpt 2 trees will be felled back into the wood and away from 

the Usk, any leaning trees will be winched if necessary to ensure directional felling. 

Trees will be felled and converted motor manual (chainsaw) and timber will be extracted using a 

farm tractor and winch. Timber will be forwarded to the farm using the two existing tracks in Cpt’s 2 

and 3 and across the owners fields from Cpt 1 (main extraction routes are shown on the Operations 

map). Areas too steep for machine access and/or motor manual working have been identified on the 

site map and these areas will form buffer zones between the work site and the river Usk. The extent 



of the buffer zone between the edge of the working zone and the Usk varies from a minimum 20m in 

Cpt 1 to maximum 40m in Cpt 3. 

Thinning and coppicing operations will be spread over the 5 year period of the GWM plan and 

thinning will be carried out during April/May and Sept/Oct to minimise disturbance to EPS Dormice. 

Also, felling and extraction of merchantable produce will be carried out during periods of dry 

weather to minimise the risk of dirty water runoff.  Merchantable timber will be removed asap after 

felling in areas within 50m of riparian zones. Coppicing will be carried out from November to March. 

The total volume to be removed during thinning is estimated at 50m3 from 160 stems (average 

0.3m3/tree). There will be no clearance of understory in the areas to be thinned. 

Controls and mitigation for SAC and EPS 

Watercourses:  

Timber felling in the remaining areas will be directed away from watercourses leaving a minimum of 

10m buffer adjacent to tributaries. Produce will be winched away from watercourses and harvesting 

debris kept a minimum of 5m away and brash piles a minimum of 20m away. Small quantities of 

fuels and oils on the work site will be kept in suitable containers and stored in locations away from 

watercourses and drainage systems. Larger quantities of fuels/oils will be stored at the farm. 

Pollution control kits will be available during harvesting operations.  

Water quality will be monitored during operations to ensure no muddy water or debris enters 

watercourses. If pollution is observed operations will cease until the problem has been rectified. All 

works will be carried out in compliance with FC Forest and Water Guidelines.  

Tracks requiring upgrade for harvesting will be covered with geotex membrane and surfaced with 

stone brought onto site. On sloping ground side and cut off drains will be installed on the track 

where required to channel surface water back into the wood and away from the riparian zone. 

Works to upgrade tracks will be carried out in dry weather to avoid risk of siltation and dirty water 

runoff. 

EPS: 

Otter – A survey of the riverbank adjacent to the proposed work site for otter was carried out by a 

suitably qualified person on 4th March 2015. The survey also examined minor watercourses running 

through the woods and feeding into the Usk. The steep ground leading down to the Uk in Cpts 1 & 3 

presents a natural barrier to otter and their presence is largely confined to the narrow strip of land 

exposed during low tide and within the buffer zone of operations. The narrow strip of pasture 

between Cpt 2 and the Usk was considered to be unsuitable for otters to rest up and no mammal 

runways between the river and the adjacent wood were seen.  The surveyor concluded that 

although otter are present along the riparian zone the short term and localised nature of the works, 

with no night time working will have insignificant impact on this protected species. 

Dormice – there is evidence of dormice being present and a Licence to Disturb will need to be in 

place before a felling licence is issued. 



Bats - The potential Lesser Horshoe Bat flight lines along the River Usk are not compromised by the 

proposed woodland activities. …………………….. woodlands offer a variety of good roosting resource 

for bats.  Thinning centers on lower risk trees.  A high proportion of trees displaying good potential 

bat resource are not in any proposed work areas.  Rock exposures with splits are not compromised. 

EPS Licence is not required and best practice will be adopted. 

The structural richness (diversity) of the woodlands will be enhanced by the proposed harvesting to 

the benefit of improved foraging resource for bats. 

Pollution Plan 

Avoidance of water contamination 

Fuels and oils will be stored in suitable containers in designated areas away from watercourses and 

drainage systems. 

Spillages and waste fluids will be cleaned up immediately, contaminated substances will be removed 

to recognised disposal outlets. 

Pollution control kits will be kept on site at all times. 

Machines will be checked for leaks and repair leaks promptly. 

Action in the event of a spillage 

Emergency action will be taken to control source. Absorbent materials will be used to mop up 

spillage.  

If water is at risk the spillage will be diverted away or contained on site by creating a dam/pond. 

An emergency action plan will be issued to contractors which includes a list of relevant contact 

numbers e.g. NRW. 

NRW will be notified if a spillage or silted water has reached a watercourse. 

Siltation and water discoloration 

Work will be undertaken in a way that ensures avoidance of siltation and water discoloration, 

stopping work where necessary to prevent an incident. 

 If water discoloration is seen, work will be stopped until cause is ascertained and remedial action 

carried out. 

Dirty water will be diverted back onto the forest floor to allow the sediment to filter out. 

Silt traps will be dug at suitable locations to catch pollutant. 

Appropriate machinery for the terrain. 

It is not envisaged that traction aids will be required (chains and tracks)  

Drains will be kept free of harvesting debris and produce. 



Water monitoring point in the area of pasture in Cpt 2 will be monitored frequently during 

operations in this section. 

Machines will be kept out of watercourses. 

If weather conditions deteriorate  below safe working or risk of pollution then works will cease. 

Trees will be felled away from watercourses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


