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Wales Marine Strategic Advisory Group MINUTES March 2015 

 

Title of 
Meeting 

Marine Transition Programme (MTP) – Wales 
Marine Strategic Advisory Group (WMSAG) 

Date 14.09.2015 

Meeting 
Number 

4 Start Time 10.30 End Time 13:30 

Attendance 
 

Cathays Park, Cardiff 

PD (Chair), GB (Marine Conservation Society), NB (Dwr Cymru Welsh Water), ER (Dwr 

Cymru Welsh Water), LT (Severn Estuary Partnership),  RB (Severn Estuary 

Partnership), MP (Visit Wales), MP (Chair Pwllheli Partnership), NO’S (Wales Marine 

Fisheries Advisory Group), DG (Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historic 

Monuments of Wales), JE (Welsh Fishermen’s Association), JD (Joint Nature 

Conservation Committee), DJ (Pembrokeshire Coastal Forum), SJ (British Marine 

Federation & Welsh Yachting), SF (Wales Environment Link, DC (Renewables UK), LG 

(Welsh Government), DT (Welsh Government), LG (Welsh Government), PW (Welsh 

Government), RG (Welsh Government), ZS (Welsh Government) 

Llandudno Junction 

T J (Welsh Aquaculture), JW (Bangor Mussels), PH (Cragen Llyn a Mon), TR (British 

Association for Shooting and Conservation), KD (Natural Resources Wales), JB (Welsh 

Government) 

The Crown Estate, London 

DT (The Crown Estate), PB (Seabed Users), EB (Royal Yachting Association), RC 

(Welsh Federation of Sea Anglers) 

Penllergaer, Swansea 

GC (RSPB) 

Apologies NR (Welsh Local Government Association), DMcD (One Voice Wales), AC-K (Natural 

Resources Wales), MR (British Marine Aggregates Association), GR (Welsh 

Government) 

 
 

# Item 

1. Welcome, Introductions &  Apologies 

2. Minutes and Outstanding actions 

3. Stakeholder Update and Discussion 

4. Ecologically Coherent Network: assessing MPAs in Wales 

5. The DRAFT Welsh National Marine Plan 

5. Better Fisheries: Task and finish group activity feedback 

6. AOB and Dates for next meetings 
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1. Welcome, Introductions & Apologies 

1.1 PD opened the meeting, welcomed group members and confirmed that video links were working.  

2. Minutes and Outstanding actions 

2.1 PD asked the group to confirm previous minutes had been read and accepted. Some small amends suggested 

and these have been made. 

2.2 RG gave an update on Welsh Government Marine and Fisheries communications. This included the recent 

changes made to the website such as the implementation of the ‘Latest News’ section on the home page. RG 

went onto explain that WG were looking to taking this information further through the development of a news 

bulletin as well as making better use of social media such as twitter..  

2.3 RG thanked the group for their previous comments about the development of the website and asked them to 

get in touch if they had any further comments. 

 

3. Stakeholder Update and Discussion 

3.1 GB gave an update on Marine Conservation Society items, highlighting the continued need to reduce marine 

litter pollution. GB informed the group that the MCS would be holding its annual Great British Beach Clean 

which took place from the 18th to the 21st September. GB expressed disappointment, suggesting that Welsh 

Government had not made progress in mitigating marine litter but acknowledging that this was an international  

issue. . 

3.2 LG  that WG officials  were working with MCS to  undertake a review of the marine litter evidence. LG then 

explained that data sharing was currently underway and that an agenda item on the marine litter evidence 

review would be added to the next WMSAG meeting to discuss progress. 

3.3 MP referred to the action from the previous meeting for the marine planning team to feed into the Tourism 

Action Board and confirmed that this was something she would take forward. 

3.4 NO’S drew attention to a Visit Wales website which featured out of date information on Welsh Sports angling. 

MP confirmed that she would be in touch with the Visit Wales web team to address this concern. . 

3.5 LT and RB presented information on the Wales Coastal Directory (WCD) 2015 update. LT asked group 

members if they had used the Marine Portal and had subsequently seen the groups, networks and forums data 

held within. Few members responded to say they had used the Marine Portal. 

3.6 RB noted a difference in the number of groups, networks and forums between the hard copy map and the map 

found on the Marine Portal. The Severn Estuary Partnership (SEP) is to circulate the hard copy map via email 

to WMSAG members. 

3.7 PW questioned the position on  border coverage in the WCD. LT took note of this and suggested that the form 

used to record organisational details could be updated to provide those on the border to enter their information 

without difficulty. PW welcomed this suggestion . 
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3.8 RG asked the group for suggestions on what could be done to increase the use of the groups, networks and 

forums map / data. Comments on this will be fed into the next WMSAG meeting stakeholder updates. 

3.9 MP asked LT and RB whether the WCD information would eventually be stored and accessed through Visit 

Wales. RG is to liaise with MP on this matter. 

3.10 JE gave an update on the Llyn project. He explained that the project used an industry agreed approach the aim 

of which was to strike a balance at a regional level. The project had proved difficult to get off the ground, but 

funding had been secured and it was now underway. JE reiterated the importance of the project taking place in 

the Llyn peninsula, and that this would be used as an example to form other similar projects in Wales. 

3.11 PH raised concerns regarding Llyn project funding and asked whether a contingency was in place to keep the 

project going in the event that money is no longer available. JE understood PH’s concerns and made clear his 

optimism towards the budget’s ability to support the project. Contingencies are being considered should the 

budget be cut. PD expressed his personal support to the project and offered further assistance to the project in 

his role as WMSAG chair should it is required. 

3.12 DJ updated the group on Pembrokeshire Coastal Forum (PCF) items, including the future introduction of a 

mariner rating scheme. Mariners will be given a bronze, silver and gold rating depending on the ecological 

impact they have. This will first be implemented in Pembrokeshire. 

3.13 RC informed the group of a lost gear study carried out by the Cardigan bay Fishery Local Action Group (FLAG) 

to seek out means to reduce marine litter. RC will circulate this study to the WMSAG.  

3.14 EB expressed an interest in liaising with other stakeholders on the activity and discussed as much of it linked 

closely with the work of the RYA Green blue initiative. 

3.15 RB informed the group that a review of current terrestrial plans and how they interact with bordering Welsh 

National Marine Plan (WNMP) areas is underway. The SEP will circulate an update on this process to the 

group. Local planning authorities will validate the results of this review. Supporting statements will be shared at 

a later date. RB praised WG and local planning authorities for the support the SEP has received in this process. 

3.16 SF informed the group of a WEL stakeholder workshop taking place at the end of October. SF explained that 

the focus of this meeting would be Marine Planning and committed to circulate the invitation to WMSAG. 

  

Action 1:  LG to present item on the marine litter evidence review at the next WMSAG meeting. 

Action 2: MPh to liaise with NO’S to amend the Visit Wales website information on Welsh Sports Angling. 

Action 3:  Severn Estuary Partnership (SEP) to circulate a link to the Wales Coastal Directory (Marine Portal) and 

the WCD hardcopy map via email to WMSAG members.  

Action 4:  LT to consider making changes to the WCD 2016 groups, networks and forums form to include border 

organisations. 

Action 5:  RG to liaise with PCF and SEP to look at developing further communications to promote use of the WCD. 

Action 6:  WSMAG to consider how the WCD map can be promoted more widely to its networks in the future. 

Action 7:  RG to liaise with MPh to scope out the possibility of the WCD data being available through Visit Wales. 

Action 8:  RC is to circulate FLAG study to the WMSAG. 
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Action 9:  EB to contact PCF regarding the marina code award scheme 

Actrion 10: SF to circulate invitation to WEL stakeholder workshop taking place at the end of October. 

4. Ecologically Coherent Network: assessing MPAs in Wales 

4.1 JB introduced the item and explained that as part of the MCZ process it was agreed that a gap analysis would 

be undertaken on the existing MPA network. JB explained this was a complex approach and that WG had been 

working with JNCC and NRW to deliver this. JB went onto explain that the work was on track and that the 

project team would be looking to share this with WMSAG at the next meeting in early 2016. 

4.2 LG presented information on MPAs (see Agenda item 3: Ecologically Coherent Network: assessing MPAs in 

Wales presentation). 

4.3 LG concluded the presentation and opened the item to questioning. 

4.4 GB asked whether criteria agreed for the assessment was non negotiable. LG outlined that the criteria  has 

been developed in line with the OSPAR framework and upon advice from JNCC and NRW  has  been agreed 

for use by the WG MPA Project Board . 

4.5 ER enquired as to how out of date data would be handled. LG said that data was an important issue and 

explained that confidence in t he data would likely be the focus of discussion s at the WMSAG 2016 meeting.   

4.6 The group asked whether offshore designations were being looked at. LG informed the group that offshore 

area and existing designations were included in the assessment. 

4.7 PH asked LG to clarify the meaning of ‘buffer zones’ and whether these are manageable areas (see slide 13 of 

Agenda item 3: Ecologically Coherent Network: assessing MPAs in Wales presentation). LG clarified that the 

‘buffer zones’ were only illustrative as a means of measuring whether a MPA was more or less than 80km apart 

for the purposes of connectivity.  

4.8 PH asked whether the review would take into account varying species; such as in the example showing sea 

grass designated MPA areas (see slide 9 of Agenda item 3: Ecologically Coherent Network: assessing MPAs in 

Wales presentation). LG reiterated that the assessment was considering representation and the contribution a 

feature makes towards the network and in the example of sea-grass, the family of sea-grass is being assessed 

as one feature.   

4.9 JD stated that the analysis being carried out was based on individual MPA features and the contribution they 

make towards the network. Other UK agencies are also updating data on features within MPA sites as part of 

the wider UK MPA stocktake work. 

4.10 PB highlighted the forthcoming OSPAR MPA network assessment and asked how it would relate to the work in 

Wales. JD described the OSPAR review as going through a  similar in process he also noted the JNCC were 

actively involved in this process and would be attending the next OSPAR meeting in a couple of weeks time. 

4.11 GB raised concerns over the under-representation of offshore MPAs in the review. LG reiterated  that the 

offshore area was being considered a part of the assessment in understanding the current contribution to the 

network. The WG does not have nature conservation powers in the offshore area. The identification and 

designation of additional MPAs in the offshore area is the responsibility of the UK government.  
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4.12 GB asked WG to consider whether they viewed MPAs as Welsh only sites, or part of the UK’s wider network. 

LG confirmed that the Welsh MPAs are part of a wider network; the regional approach is assessing Wales’ 

contribution to that region.  

 

5. The DRAFT Welsh National Marine Plan 

5.1 PW stated that the Marine Plan is being developed to inform the choices and decisions to be made on what 

happens in our marine area. It was important to get this right .  WG aims to share the plan informally for 

comment during the Autumn. PW This informal but wide spread sharing of the marine plan as a draft would 

inform the process towards adoption of the Plan. The draft plan would set out the context for marine planning, 

followed by general policies and then sector specific policies. Views were invited on all aspects of the draft – 

views would then be considered and a revised plan issued for comment during the formal consultation process 

next year. PW explained that  the Well-being of Future Generations ( Wales)  Act, The Environment Bill, the 

Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 (MCAA),  the Marine Policy Statement and the EU Directive on Maritime 

Spatial Planning 89/2014 were informing development. 

5.2 PW & DJ confirmed that public drop in sessions would be held in November. These sessions will make 

information on the Welsh National Marine Plan available to the wider public. The dates and venues are set out 

in the sheet attached to this note. Dates are to be confirmed and will be released to the group when available. 

5.3 LT asked when the wider public would see the revised draft WNMP. PW informed the group that the plan would 

be shared for comment, in time for the November drop in sessions. 

5.4 GB raised existing comments regarding previous marine planning information sessions. This included the need 

for sessions to run into the evening to allow those working during the day a chance to join and the inclusion of 

introductory presentations at the events. PW confirmed that these comments had been taken into account. 

5.5 PB made comments on the draft Sector Objectives and Policies chapters, within the draft plan document 

shared with the group. Among other points and overall support for the plan PB asked whether all sectors were 

treated the same way with regards to the application of policies. PW noted that this point had been previously 

made within the Marine planning stakeholder reference group and agreed to go back to PB on this question. 

5.6 PH raised the importance of including local and national media outlets in the distribution of information 

regarding the marine planning drop in sessions and any further content. 

5.7 GB asked whether nature conservation was to be treated as a specific sector in the plan. PW confirmed that 

sustainability was a central focus y that applied across all policy work. .All comments are being considered. 

5.8 RB asked how terrestrial planning policies comply with high level marine directives. She explained that they had 

recently been commissioned to devise criteria for reviewing marine objectives within the terrestrial plan and her 

view was that this work should screen against the Marine planning work. RB also noted environmental and 

social policies were not directly referred to in the marine plan. In terrestrial plans, these policies are referred to 

clearly. PW reiterated the importance of  terrestrial and marine plans being aligned  and said that  discussions 

were ongoing within WG with terrestrial planners to achieve this. RB offered further support on this task. 
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5.9 PD reminded WMSAG of its responsibility to circulate information to stakeholders, in light of the planned 

information sessions on marine planning in November. 

5.10 EB highlighted previous issues with a marine plan drafted for and area off the South of England. The plan was 

difficult to understand and was unable to reach all stakeholders affected. EB asked WG to consider this in their 

approach to drafting the WNMP. PW stated that WG had guidance on communicating clearly which was being 

adhered to and that officials were learning the lessons form the experience of those who were writing marine 

plans elsewhere. Multiple methods of communication would be used to present the marine plan to different 

audiences. The animation was given as an example. 

5.11 GB asked whether any further workshops would be taking place. PW stated that further workshops may take 

place in 2016. GB asked for a timeline on the formal WNMP consultation. PW indicated that the plan would go 

for formal consultation after the Welsh Government elections to be held May 2016. 

 

Action 11: PW to go back to PB to provide clarity regarding the treatment of sector specific policy within the draft 

marine plan. 

Action 12: RB to liaise with PW regarding aligning terrestrial planning with the marine plan. 

 

6. Better Fisheries: Task and Finish group 

6.1 DT gave an update on the Better Fisheries: Task and Finish group challenges. He explained that  since 

WMSAG last met a Fisheries Management Board had been established to support with the delivery of the 

Better Fisheries Project. Representatives from all sectors, WG, NRW, Cefas, Seafish and industry form the 

Board which has agreed the short term priorities for the project  through to 2020. DT went on to describe the 

priority projects which are as follows. 

 Seabass: Important commercial and recreational fishery, but there are significant pressures on the stock 

and analysis needed to be undertaken to consider the best approach for this fishery. WG were working 

with a Task and Finish group to look at this. 

 Whelk. Research undertaken by Bangor University suggests that there certain amount of pressure on 

these stocks. It has also identified four main populations in Wales, looking to put in place a set of 

management measures. 

 Scallops: Last month Bangor University published a report on the possible development of  the fishery in 

Cardigan Bay, WG are now working with NRW to develop ideas and hope to share through consultation in 

the next few weeks. 

 Restaurants: Developing information for restaurateurs about their obligation to conform to the minimum 

landing side, which should be published shortly. 

 Crustacean: new legislation should come into force in the next few months, following a significant piece of 

work 
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 Recreational Sea Fishing: across many types of activity, has a significant. But unquantified economic 

importance to Wales and is of high priority but it is complicated to address in terms of legislation, 

 Cockles: there are a number of factors WG are looking to address in relation to the cockle fisheries which 

are relatively complex and make progress challenging. The issues raise local interest. WG are looking to 

explore how to make progress in the short term with these and are looking to develop the future approach 

through stakeholder events to be held in late Nov/Dec. 

 NCFP: WG considering it implementation in Wales, challenging as this has not been developed with 

Welsh Fisheries in mind. 

6.2 GC raised the ‘information for restaurants’ and asked WMSAG to distribute information to restaurants. DT 

stated that information in this field was being prepared and would when complete be shared through the use of 

pamphlets and other media channels. 

6.3 GB asked WG how stakeholders within WMSAG could help with regards to tackling the challenges outlined in 

DT’s presentation, considering the lack of funding available. DT raised evidence gaps as a large concern and 

added that the sharing of evidence and wide access to evidence bases would be of benefit to all. 

6.4 GB suggested that existing university volunteering schemes could help remedy the gaps in evidence bases. 

This suggestion was praised by RB, who suggested summer placements in universities across Wales could be 

utilised for evidence gathering. 

 

7. AOB and Dates for next meeting 

7.1 GC asked WG for SAC/SPA consultation dates. LG advised that no definitive date had been set, however, the 

consultation is likely to run from late October. LG will provide a date as soon as possible. 

7.2 LT & RB reminded the WMSAG of the Severn Estuary Forum taking place at the end of the month 

(September). 

7.3 PD confirmed that the next meeting will be held in Aberystwyth on 23 February, with no external VC options 

available. PB asked that the agenda would consist of substantive items to warrant long travel times. 

7.4 PD brings the meeting to a close.  

 

Action 13: LG to provide date for SAC/SPA consultation as soon as possible. 

 

Number Description Owner Status  

WMSAG: 14/09/15 (1)  

 

LG to include agenda item on the marine 

litter evidence review at the next WMSAG 

meeting. 

LG Pending 

WMSAG: 14/09/15 (2)  

 

MP to liaise with NO’S to amend the Visit 

Wales website information on Welsh 

MP Complete  
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Sports Angling. 

WMSAG: 14/09/15 (3)  

 

Severn Estuary Partnership (SEP) to 

circulate a link to the Wales Coastal 

Directory (Marine Portal) and the WCD 

hardcopy map via email to WMSAG 

members. 

LT & RB Complete 

WMSAG: 14/09/15 (4)  

 

LT to consider making changes to the 

WCD 2016 groups, networks and forums 

form to include border organisations. 

LT Complete 

WMSAG: 14/09/15 (5)  

 

RG to liaise with PCF and SEP to look at 

developing further communications to 

promote use of the WCD. 

RG Ongoing 

 

WMSAG: 14/09/15 (6)  

 

WSMAG to consider how the groups, 

networks and forums map can be further 

utilised in the future. 

WMSAG Pending 

 

WMSAG: 14/09/15 (7)  

 

RG is to liaise with MP on making WCD 

data available through Visit Wales. 

RG Complete  

 

WMSAG: 14/09/15 (8)  

 

RC is to circulate Cardigan Bay FLAG lost 

gear study to the WMSAG. 

RC Complete 

WMSAG: 14/09/15 (9)  

 

EB to contact PCF regarding the marina 

code award scheme. 

EB Complete 

WMSAG: 14/09/15 (10)  

 

SF to circulate invitation to WEL 

stakeholder workshop taking place at the 

end of October. 

SF Complete 

WMSAG: 14/09/15 (11)  

 

PW to go back to PB to provide clarity 

regarding the treatment of sector specific 

policy within the draft marine plan. 

PW Complete 

WMSAG: 14/09/15 (12)  

 

RB to liaise with PW regarding aligning 

terrestrial planning with the marine plan. 

RB Ongoing 

WMSAG: 14/09/15 (13)  

 

LG to provide date for SAC/SPA 

consultation when available. 

LG Complete 


