
Scope of Guidance – Environment Bill 
 
 
Project plan 

• A high level document, simple in language, which sets out the outcomes that the process is looking to achieve across all the 
products and principles, so stakeholders (including NRW) can clearly see it, together with their role in it.    This will be used as the 
basis for stakeholder engagement in the New Year.  We would share this with stakeholders as the basis for developing the detailed 
guidance.  
 
• A set of recommendations on what detailed guidance needs to be developed for who and why.  We would put this to out 
stakeholders in the New Year, together with the high level document, as a suggestion on how the detailed guidance could be 
developed with them. 
 
Resources 

 Explanatory Memorandum (being updated by Sarah) 

 Policy Instructions for definitions - (Lori) 

 Statement of Policy Intent – Area Statements 

 Speaking notes (messages for different stakeholders) – (Lori) 

 Draft guidance on SoNaRR  - (Emily) 

 
 
Article 5 of Natural Resources Wales (Establishment) Order 2012 No. 1903 (W. 230) the Welsh Ministers may give guidance to 
NRW with respect to the manner in which it should exercise its functions. 
  
Guidance Policy Intention Some initial thoughts… By When Who should be involved 

Sustainable 
Management of Natural 
Resources and the 

This will set out the objective 
for SMNR and the principles 
and be available for all public 

Steve’s SMNR paper will form the 
core of this - explaining rationale 
and reinforcing policy 

By March 2016  All stakeholders  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2012/1903/made


principles of SMNR 
 

bodies, third sector NGO’s and 
others (public)   
      

 
 
 

The products 

SoNaRR NRW must prepare and 
publish reports in accordance 
with this section containing its 
assessment of the state of 
natural resources in relation to 
Wales, including its 
assessment 
of the extent to which 
sustainable management of 
natural resources is being 
achieved. 
 
 

The outputs from SoNaRR will 
inform the risks and priorities for 
SMNR which the Welsh Minister’s 
will set in the NNRP. 
 

By March 2016 – in 
time for NRW’s 
assessment. 

NRW  
 
Interested parties: 
Reference Group 
WG Internal such as the 
Evidence Group, ESG policy 
and wider WG policy leads 
(including the Planning 
Team) 
 
Messages link to WFG Act 
and Public Bodies for 
context. 
 

Area Statements An area statement is a product 
of the area based approach 
that will be produced by NRW 
for the purposes of 
implementing one or more of 
the priorities and 
opportunities outlined in the 
NNRP.   
 
In doing so, NRW will draw 

Guidance on how to implement the 
area based approach for NRW.  It 
will in particular:  
 

 Reinforce how it links to 

NNRP and area statements 

 Potential1 –methodology for 

integrated decision making 

at the local level 

By March 2016  NRW  
 
Interested parties: 
Reference Group 
WG Internal such as the 
Evidence Group, ESG policy 
and wider WG policy leads 
(including the Planning 
Team) 
 

                                            
1
 This could require separate guidance  

  



together all the available 
evidence at a local level and 
identify the risks and 
opportunities within that area.  
This process will include 
engagement with stakeholders 
and collaboration with 
relevant public bodies and 
other organisations. 
 
The aim for delivering the 
NNRP at the local level is to 
ensure that the priorities and 
opportunities identified in the 
NNRP are delivered or 
addressed at the appropriate 
scales – that is not only within 
ecological boundaries but also 
the social, economic and 
cultural boundaries.   
 
The intended effect of an area 
statement is to provide an 
integrated and coherent 
evidence base for NRW and 
other bodies to take 
appropriate actions in 
relation to the priorities and 

 Potential2 – Working 

together at an area level – 

partnership working or 

collaboration and 

involvement     

 How it links to LDPs, 

National Parks and AONBs  

 Explain how they are 

rationalising plans or link 

with existing plans i.e. 

National Parks to deliver the 

priorities set out in NNRP 

 Overview to experimental 

schemes but linking to more 

detailed guidance  

 Section on how within the 

area they have complied 

with the principles of SMNR– 

this link to annual reporting 

also. 

 Focus messages specific to 

stakeholder. 

 
 

Links to WFG Act and Public 
Bodies. 
 
 
 
 

                                            
2
 This could require stand alone guidance 



opportunities identified in the 
NNRP in a way that promotes 
the sustainable management 
of natural resources.  
 

Guidance for public 
bodies 

The public bodies listed in 
section 11(1) are subject to 
various requirements in Part 1.   
 
Section 13 
provides that they must have 
regard to guidance published 
by the Welsh 
Ministers on matters 
addressed in the area 
statements. 
 

See above - Section 12 of Part 1 
provides that the Welsh Ministers 
may direct them to take steps as 
appear to them to be reasonably 
practicable to implement an area 
statement. 

  

Experimental Schemes 
/Land management 
Schemes 

The Bill aims to widen NRW’s 
ability to trial experimental 
approaches and to ensure that 
NRW is equipped with the 
tools it needs to support 
delivery of the sustainable 
management of natural 
resources. It will assist NRW to 
trial new approaches to 
enable them to deliver their 
functions in a way, which will 
also deliver on their new 
general purpose. 

PES in here  
 
Guidance on how this will be done – 
on the process: 
  
For the power to be triggered, NRW 
must submit an application to the 
Welsh Ministers.  The Welsh 
Ministers would then consider the 
application and, if they are satisfied 
that it will contribute to the 
sustainable management of natural 
resources, the regulations would 

To be determined NRW 



 
Trialling new and innovative 
approaches in a controlled 
way will enable NRW to better 
implement sustainable 
management of natural 
resources, and to understand 
how those approaches align 
with wider legislative and 
regulatory requirements.  
 

need to be approved by the 
Assembly.   
 
The proposal for regulations would 
be consulted on (Lori leading) 
 
 

General purpose  

General Purpose of NRW The Bill substitutes a new 
article 4 of the Natural 
Resources Body for Wales 
(Establishment) Order 2012 to 
update its purpose in line with 
the framework being put in 
place by the Bill.  
 
This will require NRW, in the 
exercise of its functions, to 
seek to achieve the 
sustainable management of 
natural resources.  
 
NRW will also be required to 
apply the principles of 
sustainable management of 

Will describe the transition between 
the current general duty to the 
general purpose. 
 
Annual reporting requirement. 
 
How plans are rationalised. 
 

By March 2016  NRW 



natural resources.  
 

Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Resilience 
Duty 

A general biodiversity and 
resilience of ecosystem duty 
will apply to all public 
authorities who exercise 
functions in relation to Wales.  
 
That duty will be one which 
obliges all public authorities to 
seek to ’maintain and enhance 
biodiversity’ in the course of 
exercising their functions (but 
without prejudice to the 
proper exercise of those 
functions) and in so doing 
‘promote the resilience of 
ecosystems’.  
 
Section 40 of the NERC Act 
2006 is amended 

This should be around giving clarity 
as to how the new duty relates to 
SMNR.   
 
 
 

By March 2016 – to be 
ready by Royal Assent     

With Biodiversity Team 

Biodiversity lists and 
duty to take steps to 
maintain and enhance 
biodiversity 
 

The Welsh Ministers must 
prepare and publish a list of 
the living organisms and types 
of habitat which in their 
opinion are of principal 
importance for the purpose of 
maintaining and enhancing 
biodiversity in relation to 
Wales. 

  With Biodiversity Team 



 
Before publishing a list under 
this section the Welsh 
Ministers must consult the 
Natural Resources Body for 
Wales (“NRW”) as to the living 
organisms or types of habitat 
to be included in the list. 
  

 
 

 


