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Dear , 
 
ATISN 10471: Local Authority Adoption Targets 
 
Thank you for your request to the Welsh Government for information under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000, received on 26 May.  You requested copies of the 
following information: 
 

 Local authorities set adoption targets and results for each year. 
 

 Details of financial penalties imposed on any local authority for missing its 
adoption targets. 

 

 Details of financial bonuses or payments have been made to any local 
authority or any of its employees for achieving adoption targets. 

 

 Identity of local authorities in receipt of any revenue from the adoption 
process either directly or indirectly. 

 
In each case, you requested copies of all related documents from 2010 to 2015. 
 
Following a search of our paper and electronic records, I am able to provide the 
following information. 



 
Local authorities set adoption targets and results for each year. 

 
Local authorities do not set targets for adoptions each year. Therefore the Welsh 
Government does not hold any information of this description. 
 
However, I can confirm there is a set of performance measures that underpin the 
National Adoption Service in Wales, which cover aspects such as the time taken to 
deliver services and quality measures.  These measures cover the service as a 
whole across Wales; the regional groupings of local authorities under the National 
Adoption Service; and the service as it operates in individual local authorities.  The 
performance measures do not include targets for the numbers of adoptions that take 
place, at any level.   
 
Further information about the performance measures the National Adoption Service 
has set itself is available from the National Adoption Service website: 
http://www.adoptcymru.com/home/. 
 
The National Adoption Service is required by law to submit an annual progress 
report to Welsh Ministers on 30 June each year and an interim report on 31 
December.  The next report is due to be published in early July 2016. 
 
Details of financial penalties imposed on any local authority for missing its 
adoption targets. 

 
The Welsh Government does not hold any information of this description; as there 
are no targets, no such penalties are imposed. 
 
Details of financial bonuses or payments have been made to any local 
authority or any of its employees for achieving adoption targets 

 
The Welsh Government does not hold any information of this description; as there 
are no targets, the Welsh Government has not paid any financial bonuses to any 
local authority or its employees for achieving adoption targets. 
 
Identity of local authorities in receipt of any revenue from the adoption 
process either directly or indirectly 
 
The Welsh Government does not hold information on the identity of any local 
authorities in receipt of revenue from the adoption process, as generally speaking, 
local authorities do not receive any revenue from the process.  
 
However, there is a process by which one local authority can help another to find the 
right placement to meet a particular child’s needs, and the original local authority will 
reimburse the cost to the second local authority (or a voluntary adoption agency) of 
arranging this placement and carrying out the work that the law requires it to do, to 
assess and approve the adoptive family for this child.  In these cases, the agency will 
charge a fee to cover the costs of recruiting, assessing and approving the adopters.  
This fee is called an inter-county or agency fee, and a local authority can charge the 
following amounts to each authority for these placements. 

http://www.adoptcymru.com/home/


 
 £27,000 for placing one child 
 £43,000 for placing two siblings in one adoptive family 
 £60,000 for placing three siblings in one adoptive family 
 £68,000 for placing four siblings in one adoptive family 
 £80,000 for placing five or more siblings in one adoptive family 
 
Local authorities can also charge a fee to a prospective parent or parents for 
processing an inter-country adoption application.  This is when a child is matched 
with a prospective adopter or child within a different country outside the United 
Kingdom.  These amounts can vary (anything up to £5,000) and are at the discretion 
of the local authorities who are involved. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you 
can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at: Information Rights Unit, Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NQ or email: 
FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above. 
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner, who can be 
contacted at: 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

Government Business Team 
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