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9 June 2016 
 
 
Dear , 
 
ATSI 10468: Pine marten population reinforcement in Wales 
 

Thank you for your request which I received on 26 May 2016 about Pine 
Marten population reinforcement.  
  
The strategy for restoring the Pine Marten, being undertaken by the Vincent 
Wildlife Trust (VWT), applies to England and Wales. This wider strategy 
underpinned the Welsh component of the proposal. The supporting 
documents, covering England and Wales, have been published by the Vincent 
Wildlife Trust (VWT) and are freely available at www.pine-marten-recovery-
project.org.uk. These are listed in Annex A. Under Reg 6(1)(b) of the  
Environmental Information Regulations, 2004 (EIRs), a public authority does 
not need to provide information in response to a request where that 
information is already publicly available. There is one additional document, in 
prep, that the VWT will submit for publication in peer reviewed journals and I 
have decided that this is exempt under Reg 12 (4)(d) (information in the 
course of completion) of the EIRs, and is therefore withheld.  The reasons for 
applying this exception are set out in full at Annex A to this letter.  
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, 
you can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this 
response.  Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh 
Government’s Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government,  
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk  

http://www.pine-marten-recovery-project.org.uk/
http://www.pine-marten-recovery-project.org.uk/
mailto:FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk
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Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely 
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Annex A 
 
The supporting documents considered are:   
 

Information held Available from 

A Strategy for Restoring the Pine 
Marten to England and Wales 

http://www.pine-marten-recovery-
project.org.uk/downloads/jordan-n-2011-
strategy-for-restoring-the-pine-marten-to-
england-and-wales 

Feasibility Assessment for 
Reinforcing Pine Marten Numbers 
in England and Wales 

http://www.pine-marten-recovery-
project.org.uk/downloads/macpherson-j-
2014-feasibility-assessment-for-
reinforcing-pine-martens-in-england-and-
wales 

Population crash in an invasive 
species following the recovery of a 
native predator: the case of the 
American grey squirrel and the 
European pine 
marten in Ireland 

Biodivers Conserv 
DOI 10.1007/s10531-014-0632-7 
Published online 28 Jan 2014 
 

The seasonal diet of British pine 
marten determined from 
genetically identified scats 

Journal of Zoology. Print ISSN 0952-
8369 
doi:10.1111/j.1469-7998.2012.00951.x 
Journal of Zoology 288 (2012) 252–259 

A non-invasive approach to 
determining pine marten 
abundance and predation 

Eur J Wildl Res 
DOI 10.1007/s10344-013-0771-2 
Published online 23 October 2013 

Are pine martens the answer to 
grey squirrel control? 

http://www.rfs.org.uk/events/conferences-
and-seminars/rfs-conference-2015-
presentations/ 

Pine Martens http://squirrelaccord.uk/assets/2016-
03uksquirrel-accordspringnewsletter.pdf  

 
As indicated in the main body of the letter, we hold one additional document. 
This is a draft of the Preliminary Disease Risk Analysis for the VWT proposed 
translocation of Pine Martens from northern Scotland to west Wales.  
 
The VWT have assured us that once the results and assessments have been 
finalised they are looking to get this paper published in peer review journals. 
As the authors are awaiting further results and the assessments, it is clear this 
is information in the course of completion. VWT have made representations 
that publication of the incomplete information now, prior to publication in peer-
reviewed journals, would compromise its future publication.   
 

http://www.pine-marten-recovery-project.org.uk/downloads/jordan-n-2011-strategy-for-restoring-the-pine-marten-to-england-and-wales
http://www.pine-marten-recovery-project.org.uk/downloads/jordan-n-2011-strategy-for-restoring-the-pine-marten-to-england-and-wales
http://www.pine-marten-recovery-project.org.uk/downloads/jordan-n-2011-strategy-for-restoring-the-pine-marten-to-england-and-wales
http://www.pine-marten-recovery-project.org.uk/downloads/jordan-n-2011-strategy-for-restoring-the-pine-marten-to-england-and-wales
http://www.pine-marten-recovery-project.org.uk/downloads/macpherson-j-2014-feasibility-assessment-for-reinforcing-pine-martens-in-england-and-wales
http://www.pine-marten-recovery-project.org.uk/downloads/macpherson-j-2014-feasibility-assessment-for-reinforcing-pine-martens-in-england-and-wales
http://www.pine-marten-recovery-project.org.uk/downloads/macpherson-j-2014-feasibility-assessment-for-reinforcing-pine-martens-in-england-and-wales
http://www.pine-marten-recovery-project.org.uk/downloads/macpherson-j-2014-feasibility-assessment-for-reinforcing-pine-martens-in-england-and-wales
http://www.pine-marten-recovery-project.org.uk/downloads/macpherson-j-2014-feasibility-assessment-for-reinforcing-pine-martens-in-england-and-wales
http://www.rfs.org.uk/events/conferences-and-seminars/rfs-conference-2015-presentations/
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http://www.rfs.org.uk/events/conferences-and-seminars/rfs-conference-2015-presentations/
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This exception is subject to the public interest test, and I must determine 
whether the public interest favours releasing or withholding this document. 
This Annex sets out our subsequent consideration of the Public Interest Test.   
 
Public Interest Test 
 
The public interest arguments in favour of withholding the information are 
sufficient to outweigh the public interest arguments in favour of release.   
 
Public interest arguments in favour of disclosure 

 
We recognise that there is a general public interest in openness of information 
and transparency in the working of government. Moreover the specific nature 
of the requested information regards research that should be considered prior 
to any translocation of Pine Martens (to ensure that the risks of translocation, 
that could negatively affect the relict native Pine Marten population or other 
biodiversity, have been properly identified and evaluated and where 
appropriate mitigated).   
 
Public interest arguments in favour of withholding 

 
The Pine Marten population reinforcement project is just under halfway 
through its two year programme, and the information contained in the 
assessment is subject to ongoing review. There is a risk that disclosure of the 
partial information contained in the draft version we have been provided with 
will allow unfounded conclusions to be drawn that are not born out by later 
analysis of the complete set of results, and thus incorrect information will 
enter the public domain causing reputational harm to VWT, the trust placed in 
their findings, and, the Pine Marten reinforcement project. The wider public 
interest is better served by awaiting the formal publication of the full 
assessment in peer reviewed journals. This will allow more meaningful 
conclusion to be drawn and the public to better judge the benefits, risks and 
appropriateness of the project. 
 
Moreover disclosure of the preliminary findings may harm the ability to publish 
the full findings in peer reviewed scientific journals, which will cause longer 
term harm to the progress of the science described. It is clearly not in the 
public interest that we release VWT’s scientific research in such a way that it 
damages their ability to publish in the future. 
 
Balance of public interest test 
 
On balance I have found that the public interest lies in withholding the 
information until the VWT project has reached its conclusion. The information 
is therefore being withheld.  


