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23 May 2016 
 
Dear   
 
ATISN 10405 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 25 April.  You asked for: 
 
1. The amount of European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) Objective 1 / 

Convergence / West Wales and the Valleys funding WEFO has awarded directly 
to businesses (profit-making) each year from 2006 onwards 

 
2. How many of these businesses went bankrupt / into receivership. 
 
3. How much EU funds were clawed back from these businesses as a result of any 

of them going bankrupt / in to receivership. 
 
In relation to questions (1) and (2), the European Structural Funds in Wales support 
thousands of businesses across Wales each year to help drive economic growth and 
jobs in Wales.  For example, through the 2007–2013 programmes, EU funds have 
assisted 18,645 businesses and helped create 11,925 businesses through schemes 
such as Business Wales and Local Investment Fund, which have been led by a 
range of public and third sector organisations across Wales.   
 
There are, of course, managed risks to supporting businesses as not all businesses 
will succeed. Although, due to the delivery arrangements of EU funds, the Welsh 
European Funding Office (WEFO) does not routinely hold information on the 
individual circumstances of businesses supported, including details relating to 
receivership / bankruptcy, we do require sponsors of EU funded schemes to 
undertake full due diligence checks of businesses before any offer of financial 
support is made and to put in place appropriate grant recovery arrangements should 
a business fail to meet the terms and conditions of the EU funding.  
 
  



In relation to question (3), I can confirm that WEFO has had no EU funds clawed 
back from any business as a result of it going bankrupt / into receivership. 
 
In your request, you were particularly looking for information on Glynllifon Ltd / 
Glynllifon Mansions project which was supported through the Objective 1 programme 
2000-2006.  In August 2006, EU funds were awarded to the scheme to bring a 
Grade 1 listed 19th Century building into use as a residential management / training / 
conference facility for local residents and visitors, and to support the economic 
development of the area.  The project’s physical completion date was towards the 
end of 2008 and the sponsor (Glynllifon Ltd) was paid £674,608 of EU funds. WEFO 
was satisfied that the project delivered on the improvements to the building and that 
the venue was being used for the purpose for which the grant was awarded.  
 
We understand that Glynllifon Ltd has since experienced financial difficulties and 
filed for receivership in July 2013.  In this case, any legal claim to recover EU funds 
invested in Glynllifon falls beyond the EU regulatory five-year period (i.e. from the 
time of the grant award) for retaining the purpose for which the EU funds were 
awarded.  
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you 
can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Welsh European Funding Office 
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