
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Elaine Thomas  
Sent: 25 February 2016 21:38 
To: Correspondence Mail - KS 
Subject: AGENT-emergency listing request 
 
 
Dear Mr Skates, 
    I am contacting you with regard to the Grove Park School building which has 
made quite a number of appearances in the local press recently.  I am chair of the 
SOH (save our heritage) campaign group which is dedicated to protecting the few 
examples of true heritage we have left in Wrexham and in particular, the former 
Grove Park Girls' Grammar school building. 
     The land on which the school stands was donated to the county in the early 20th 
century by the Cunliffe family.  Covenants were placed on the land to ensure that it 
would be used only for educational purposes. The first part of school was built in 
1936 and completed in 1938.  It was built as a girls' grammar school which makes it 
significant with regard to women's education at this time in history. 
   This high quality building was also the only grammar school built in Wales between 
the two world wars, which is an outstanding achievement given the financial 
constraints at that time. 
     The school has seen many changes, becoming a mixed secondary school in 
1972 and again some years later.  It was extended in the 1960s and again in the 
1980s but those extensions have since been demolished probably due to them being 
less resilient. 
    The main school,building with its beautiful Art Deco double staircase, parquet and 
Torizo flooring, glazed brick and wood paneling, great hall and cloisters still stands 
despite being neglected over the past few years.  It has escaped a number of 
attempts at disposal and defies vandalism better than many modern structures 
would.  It is a solid structure which was built to withstand war and conflict and 
according to architectural records has less obvious features that were to provide 
substantial protection to its occupants if subjected to wartime attack. 
    Less than 7 weeks ago the executive board of WCBC voted to demolish the 
building with little or no public consultation.  This sudden decision has caused 
enormous shock and distress throughout the electorate who are desperately trying to 
save this amazing building from wanton destruction.  This could begin as early as 
April, if not sooner. 
     The main building on its own has not been considered for listing in the past and 
we are keen for it to be considered now, before it is too late. 
     It is therefore extremely urgent that we request that emergency listing is 
implemented in order to protect this much loved, iconic building. 
Yours sincerely 
Elaine Guntrip-Thomas 
Sent from my iPad 
 


