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Dear Theresa, 
 
Thank you for your email of 1 September regarding school transport issues 
that have been brought to your attention.  I note also that you have discussed 
the matter with one of my senior officials. 
 
Local authorities are responsible for their own home to school transport 
policies, in accordance with the Learner Travel (Wales) Measure 2008.  The 
duty upon local authorities to provide free transport is limited to children who 
are statutorily required to attend school (up to age 16) and only within the 
circumstances set out in the Measure (pupils living 2 miles from primary school 
or 3 miles from secondary school).  The discretion to provide transport under 
section 6 of the Measure also provides a local authority with discretion to 
charge for this transport. 
 
My officials have reviewed the e-mail correspondence you have received from 
the local authority and confirm that the advice you have received is correct. 
 
I will shortly be writing to each local authority again to remind them of their 
obligations under the Learner Travel (Wales) Measure 2008, Section 10, which 
places a duty on local authorities to provide access to Welsh medium 
education when exercising their functions under the Measure.   
 

 
 

 10 September 2015 

mailto:Correspondence.edwina.Hart@Wales.gsi.gov.uk


On the matter of a child who has Special Education Needs (SEN), I am clear 
about my support for appropriate transport provision for such vulnerable 
groups.  The Measure requires local authorities to have regard to any disability 
or learning difficulty of learners in assessing learner travel needs.  Regarding 
the provision of learner transport, local authorities must, when deciding which 
school is the nearest suitable school, take into account, amongst other things, 
any learning difficulties learners may have irrespective of whether the learners 
have a SEN Statement.  Learners with SEN frequently qualify for free transport 
as the nearest suitable school is often further away from home.   
 
Local authorities must also comply with the Public Sector Equality Duty (under 

the Equality Act 2010) in making assessments and decisions under the 
Measure.  The definition of “learning difficulty” within the Measure includes 
reference to any disability the learner may have which either prevents or 
hinders that person from using facilities provided at a school or other 
educational establishment. The Measure also sets out that transport 
arrangements are not suitable if they cause unreasonable levels of stress for 
the child.   
 
 

 
 
 


