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21st March 2016 
 
 
Dear , 
 
Request for Information – ATISN 10223 

 
I am writing to you, further to your request of 22 February, under the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000 (FOIA).  You asked for: 
 

 The number of times the Minister for Health and Social Services or the Deputy Minister 
for Health have visited a hospital in their Ministerial capacity, while accompanied by an 
Assembly Member or prospective candidate for the 2016 Assembly elections between 
1st-31st January 2016, including the name of the AM or candidate. (1) 
 

 The number of interviews the Minister for Health and Social Services has undertaken for 
TV, radio or newspapers between 1 January-20 February 2016, and who these were 
with. (2) 

 

 Copies of correspondence sent or received by the Minister for Health and Social 
Services between 1 January-20 February 2016 to or from: 

 Any health board in England (3) 

 Any Welsh health board regarding e-cigarettes (4) 

 The British Medical Association (5) 

 Kate Chamberlain, chief executive of Healthcare Inspectorate Wales (6) 

 Tony Rucinski, chief executive of the Board of Community Health Councils in Wales 
(7) 

 Adam Cairns, chief executive of Cardiff and Vale University Health Board (8) 
 

 Copies of correspondence sent by the Minister for Health and Social Services about 
introducing a sugar tax between 1 January-20 February 2016. (9) 
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The Welsh Government holds some information in relation to points (1) and (2) of your 
request.  This information is set out at Annex 1. 
 
Following a search of our electronic records, I have established that the Welsh Government 
does not hold a record of any correspondence meeting the description at points (3)-(9) of 
your request. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit  
Welsh Government  
Cathays Park 
Cardiff 
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk. 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office  
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire  
SK9 5AF 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it 
has been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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Annex 1 

 
Hospital visits 
 
The Minister for Health and Social Services has visited hospitals on two occasions in the 
time period specified in your request.  The Deputy Minister has visited hospitals on four 
occasions in the corresponding time period.  Details of these visits are given in the tables 
below: 
 
Table 1: Visits undertaken to hospitals by Minster for Health and Social Services between 1-
31 January 2016 

Date Location Minister in attendance 

7 January 2016 Morriston Hospital, 
Swansea 

Minister for Health and Social 
Services 

7 January 2016 Prince Philip Hospital, 
Llanelli 

Minister for Health and Social 
Services 

 
Table 2: Visits undertaken to hospitals by Deputy Minster for Health between 1-31 January 
2016 

Date Location Minister in attendance 

7 January 2016 Wrexham Maelor 
Hospital, Wrexham 

Deputy Minister for Health 

14 January 2016 University Hospital of 
Wales, Cardiff 

Deputy Minister for Health 

21 January 2016 Royal Glamorgan 
Hospital, Ynysmaerdy 

Deputy Minister for Health 

26 January 2016 Royal Gwent Hospital, 
Newport 

Deputy Minister for Health 

 
For all Ministerial visits, the Welsh Government issues notifications to inform Assembly 
Members (AMs) and Members of Parliament (MPs) that the Minister or Deputy Minister is 
attending an engagement in their region or constituency.  However, there is no obligation for 
AMs or MPs to notify the Welsh Government if they are attending.   
 
Following a search of our electronic records, I have established that the Welsh Government 
does not hold a record of any occasion where an AM has attended an engagement at which 
the Minister or Deputy Minister was present, within the timescale stipulated.  There is also 
no record held of occasions when prospective candidates were present at these visits. 
 
Please also note that engagements undertaken by Mark Drakeford AM and Vaughan 
Gething AM in their capacity as Assembly Member for Cardiff West, and Cardiff South and 
Penarth, respectively, would not be routinely held by the Welsh Government. 
 
Interviews 
 
Ministers carry out an extensive number of media interviews, which are often set up via the 
telephone or may be carried out as a series of impromptu media interviews while they are 
attending public events.   
 
A limited record is held in relation to interviews undertaken by Ministers.  The only recorded 
information held during the time period specified in your request is given in the table below: 



 
   

 

 
Table 3: Interviews undertaken by Minister for Health and Social Services between 1 
January-20 February 2016 
 

Date Interview undertaken 

6 January 2016 Telephone interview with Kate Murray, The 
Guardian 

11 February 2016 Interview with BBC Wales 

 
  
 


