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     23 February, 2016 
Dear , 
 
Request for Information – ATISN 10175 

 
I wrote to you on 11 February regarding your request for information. In your original 
request, you asked: 
 
1.  How many businesses have received financial support from the Economy, Science 

and Transport department since 2011? 
2. What is the total value of the financial support being given to those businesses? 
3. What is the total number of jobs those businesses are meant to create in return for 

financial support? 
4. How many jobs have those businesses created? 
5. Out of the total number of businesses identified in question 1, how many have 

completed their term of financial support? 
6. What is the total value of support given to those businesses that have completed their 

term of support? 
7. How many jobs were the businesses that have completed their term of support meant 

to create? 
8. How many jobs have the businesses that have completed their term of support 

created? 
9. Provide a list of all the businesses, how much they have received and the amount of 

jobs they have created?  
 
In my letter of 11 February, I explained that it was likely your request would be very time 
consuming to deal with and asked if could provide a more focused request. Because I 
have not heard from you, I have considered your request as originally presented.  
In doing so, I have concluded that it will take more than 24 working hours of time to 
determine whether we hold the information and to thereafter locate, retrieve and extract it.  
In such circumstances, the freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit 
and Fees) Regulations 2004 allow me to refuse to deal with your request. The appropriate 
limit specified for central government is £600, representative of the estimated cost of 
taking over 24 working hours of time. 
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Your request is extremely broad and does not contain any specified area to enable us to 
narrow its scope. You have also requested information over a long period of time which 
will have involved many teams across a large number of areas and departments. The 
information you have requested is not held centrally within ES&T, therefore each area, 
sector and other relevant business units will have to be consulted and will have to conduct 
searches over the past 5 years and look for information, which may or may not be relevant 
to your request; in particular relating to job creation and terms of support as each 
business/project will have unique targets/criteria to be met. The searches would also 
return several items which are not relevant, are duplicate documents or outside the period 
specified, meaning the time it will take to locate, retrieve and extract the information 
requested will be substantial. Even at a conservative estimate the time and resources it 
will take to locate, retrieve and extract the information will significantly exceed 24 hours.  
Because this exceeds appropriate limit established in the Freedom of Information and 
Data Protection (Appropriate limit and Fees) Regulations 2004, I have decided not to 
process your request.  
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit, Welsh Government, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NQ or  
FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk.   
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office,  
 
Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until 
it has been through our own internal review process. 
 

Yours sincerely 
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