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Third Sector Partnership Council  

Meeting held 7th March 2018 at Ty Hywel, Cardiff 

Minutes 
Attendees 

 

Welsh Government and WCVA 

 Alun Davies AM, Cabinet 
Secretary for Local Government 
and Public Services 

 Ruth Marks (Wales Council for 
Voluntary Action) 

 Anna Nicholls (Wales Council for 
Voluntary Action) 

 Amelia John (Welsh 
Government) 

 Andrew Charles (Welsh 
Government) 

 Helen Brown (Welsh 
Government) 

 Amy Sanders (Student Observer) 
 

 

Third Sector Partnership Council Network 
Leads 

 Gethin Rhys (Interfaith Council for 
Wales – Religion Network Lead) 

 Carl Cooper (Powys Association of 
Voluntary Organisations – Regional and 
Local Intermediaries Network Lead) 

 Kate Young (All Wales Forum of Parents 
and Carers of People with Learning 
Disabilities – Health, Social Care & 
Wellbeing Group Lead) 

 Kate Evans (Welsh Sports Association – 
Sport & Recreation Network Lead) 

 Derek Walker (Wales Co-operative 
Centre) – Social Enterprise Network 
Lead) 

 Laura Hill (BAME Alliance, Ethnic 
Monitories Lead) 

 Catrin James (CWVYS – Youth network 
Lead) 

 Gareth Coles (Voluntary Arts Wales – 
Voluntary Arts Wales Network) 

 

Minute 

 

Ruth Marks noted that third sector representatives appreciated this was the first 

TSPC meeting hosted by the Cabinet Secretary and invited the attendees to 

introduce themselves to him. 

 

Following this, the Cabinet Secretary explained he wanted to use this meeting to 

hear what the current priorities are for the sector. He acknowledged the positive 

impact that the third sector was having within communities across Wales and 

recognised that many third sector organisations were dealing with people who are at 

the sharp end of austerity and that there are many people who find living day to day 

difficult. The Cabinet Secretary highlighted other areas of interest such as asset 

transfer, how to empower communities, and the importance of ensuring the real 

empowerment of people and places in order to improve lives. He was keen to see 

real impact on the ground, and leadership from within communities.  
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RM then invited the attendees to address the points by the Cabinet Secretary, 

including key areas of work being undertaken by the sector. The following 

points/issues were raised:  

 Many third sector organisations exist on goodwill of volunteers, and all these 

organisations are looking for is public recognition for the contribution they are 

making within their communities.  

 There are many small third sector organisations who are not in receipt of 

public funding and therefore not engaged with Welsh Government or Local 

Authorities so are not aware of the Third Sector Scheme. . 

 Third sector organisations are often under very tight constraints from Local 

Authorities in how they are operating which can often impact negatively on a 

service being delivered. There are often very small changes that can be 

made to policies and practice which would allow services to run more 

effectively. 

 Supporting and encouraging young people to volunteer remains important, 

and with the possibility of lowering the voting age it is even more important 

now to ensure young people participate and feel empowered in our 

communities. 

 While there is a lot of work happening which does not require financial 

assistance, there are occasions where organisations do need to look for 

funding streams in order to deliver services within communities. An example 

of this is in Swansea where 15 BME groups are currently working together to 

deliver various projects but will not be able to continue this unless funding is 

obtained. 

 It is important to ensure communities have buildings to enable projects to run 

and that there is funding available for the up keep of buildings. The 

Community Asset Transfer agenda should be considering this. ACTION Third 

Sector Team to send Gethin Rhys information on the upcoming Community 

Asset conferences.  

 The Cabinet Secretary noted that several papers had been submitted in 

relation to empowering communities and the framework for engagement in 

relation to the Third Sector Scheme. He requested that his officials should 

continue to work with WCVA and the third sector representatives to progress 

this work 

These points were discussed by members of the group and the Cabinet Secretary in 

response stressed the importance of leadership in communities and discussed what 

relationship the Welsh Government should have directly with communities. A 

facilitating and empowering role was preferred, allowing communities to ‘get on and 

deliver’, as well as a need to focus on what we collectively seek to achieve. A more 
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flexible approach to risk and innovation was also discussed in relation to developing 

new projects. 

In discussing future meetings it was agreed that they should be a forum for 

considering ideas, addressing any barriers and focussed on outcomes especially 

when these are cross cutting for the whole third sector.  

The Cabinet Secretary thanked everyone for attending and encouraged third sector 

organisations to continue their work, and to work closely with Welsh Government 

officials. He commented that he was looking forward to Gofod3 on 8th March where 

he expected many of the same issues to be raised in his conversation slot with Peter 

Davies. He said that local residents and organisations need to look at the resources 

available to them in their communities while Welsh Government and Local 

Authorities need to know when it is their role to step in to help strengthen these 

resources.  


