
 
 

 

 Revisions, errors and postponements  

1. This policy can be found on the Statistics for Wales website (www.gov.wales/statistics) in 
line with Principle 2 of the Code of Practice for Official Statistics.  

 
2. The checklist at Annex A will be used by the Statistical Policy and Standards Team to 

monitor adherence to this policy for official statistics in Wales.  
 

3. The main checklist attached at Annex B should be followed whenever revisions are 
made, and in the case of releases subject to regular planned revisions (Annex C), 

the extended checklist (also attached at Annex B) should also be followed.  
 

Planned revisions (due to methodological changes, re-basing or the availability of 
‘final’ data)  

4. When considering revisions, the timeliness gained from issuing provisional data will 
always be balanced with the confusion and damage to users’ confidence that revisions 
can cause. Section heads and the Head of the Statistical Policy and Standards Team 
should jointly decide whether to change or withdraw information, with the final authority 
resting with the Chief Statistician.  
 

5. All outputs that include statistics subject to planned revisions will state whether the 
statistics are provisional or final and highlight any revisions. If there are any revisions, it 
will state:  

 what they are;  

 why they have been made (a general statement rather than a description of each 
individual change); and  

 how they affect any previously published commentary or interpretation.  

 
6. Our Release Practices Protocol will be followed when planned revisions are published. 

For example the Release or Bulletin that will contain the revised statistics will be pre-
announced and published at 9:30am on a weekday. The date will be chosen to avoid 
creating the perception that revisions are being released for any reason other than to 
simply correct the data.  
 

7. In cases where a Release or Bulletin is revised to cover the same data and time periods 
as the original, the same reference number but with a suffix of (R) will be used. In cases 
where a Release or Bulletin updates data for previous time periods, but includes data for 
a new time period, a new reference number will be used. The revised data for previous 
time periods will be clearly marked as such.  

 
8. In the case of planned revisions, for the sake of transparency, the original Release or 

Bulletin will not be withdrawn from the Internet, but wherever they appear there will be a 
clear notice that the statistics have been revised and a link to the new output will be 
provided. 

 
9. As far as possible the revised statistics will be released to the same audiences and via 

the same media. The same supporting information will be provided. 
 

http://www.gov.wales/statistics
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/about/statement-of-compliance/release-practices-protocol/?lang=en


10. Non-trivial methodological changes, and their likely effect, will be announced before 

publication of any resulting revisions, to give users time to absorb the methodological 
issues first. 

 
11. Compendia publications that contain large amounts of data from difference sources, will 

carry a statement drawing users’ attention to more recent versions of publication and the 
possibility that data may have been revised.  

 

Consistent time series  

12. Continuing efforts will be made to provide users with access to the most up-to-date time 
series. Where appropriate a full time series will accompany each Release or Bulletin. 
Regular releases will not be relied upon to allow users to compile their own time series, 
as this can lead to errors, especially if statistics are subject to revisions. 

 
13. When revisions are made as much consistent back data as practicable will be provided, 

subject to avoiding any further delay in the release of final statistics. 
 

14. The checklist attached at Annex B should be used whenever planned revisions are 
made. 

 

Key releases subject to regular planned revisions  

15. A revisions statement will be published for all key releases subject to regular planned 
revisions. See Annex C for a list of such releases as of March 2015. 

 
16. Revisions will be monitored over time for systematic bias. 

 

Unplanned revisions (due to errors)  

17. Subject to the final authority of the Chief Statistician, section heads and the Head of the 
Statistical Policy and Standards Team should jointly decide whether an error is 
significant enough to warrant changing or withdrawing the information. If so, the following 
steps should be taken. If the error is not significant, for example just a typographical 
error, the document should simply be corrected and re-posted to the Internet.  
 

18. As soon as significant errors are found in an output, users will be notified via the output 
webpage, Twitter, the mailing list for that topic, and via email to relevant policy contacts. 
If the errors are substantial or harmful a notification will be issued to alert users while the 
revised statistics are being prepared.  

 
19. The revised statistics will be released as soon as practicable. In most cases unplanned 

revisions will be handled by producing a revised Release or Bulletin covering the same 
data and time periods as the original, and so the same reference number but with a 
suffix of (R) will be used. In the few cases where a Release or Bulletin corrects errors in 
data for previous time periods, but also includes data for a new time period, a new 
reference number will be used. The revised data for previous time periods will be clearly 
marked as such.  

 
20. As far as possible the revised statistics will be released to the same audiences and via 

the same media. The same supporting information will be provided.  
 

  



Symbols to be used  

21. In cases where an entire table is provisional, or is a revised version of a previously 

published table, the term “provisional or “revised” will be included in the table title, and no 
symbols will be used in the body of the table.  
 

22. The following symbols will be used to denote provisional and revised data. No other 
symbols will be used.  

 “p” for “provisional”; and  

 “r” for “revised” (to apply to all corrections, whether planned or unplanned).  
 

23. Revisions will generally be denoted at a cell level using the symbol “r” in any table 
containing revisions. In cases where the revision applies to the majority of cells in an 
entire row or column of data, an alternative approach will be to mark the row or column 

heading with the symbol “r”, which will be separate from any other footnote applied. The 
symbol “r” will be removed if the same data are unchanged when published in a 
subsequent output.  
 

24. Provisional status will generally apply to a subset of data within a table, as given in an 
entire row or column. The relevant row or column headings will be marked with the 
symbol “p”, which will be separate from any other footnote applied. The symbol “p” will 
be removed when data are finalised.  

 
25. Both symbols will be clearly explained, either by means of a footnote to a table making 

use of them, or in a “notes” section describing all the symbols used in the output.  
 
26. The accepted Welsh translations for these symbols and meanings are as follows.  

English    Welsh  

provisional (p)   tymhorol neu dros dro (p)  

revised (r)    diwygiedig (r)  

The symbols are not translated into (t) or (d) to avoid the need for multiple symbols in bi-
lingual tables.  

 

Postponements (releases or bulletins that appear later than the first pre-
announced date)  

27. Postponed outputs will be treated differently from revisions. A note to the relevant 
Cabinet Secretary/Minister will be sent explaining the postponement. This will also be 
distributed to all internal staff that would usually be notified when data has been 
released. A new date for the Release or Bulletin will be pre-announced. Our Release 
Practices Protocol will be followed, including the normal restrictions on privileged early 
access. 
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Annex A  
 
Checklist for monitoring Statistical Services revisions policy 
 
 

Publish a statement of compliance with the revisions protocol.  Included in this 
document  

 

List the releases subject to planned revisions.  Annex C  

 

Ensure consistency across revisions policies.  To do once written 
by relevant HoS  

 

Publish a policy on dealing with errors.  Included in this 
document  

Say in the policy how users will be notified of errors.  Included in this 
document  

 

Say in the policy who has authority to change or withdraw 
information.  

Included in this 
document  

 

Say in the policy how minor errors will be dealt with.  Included in this 
document  

 

 
  



Annex B 
 
Checklist for publishing revisions 
 
All outputs 

 

Follow the release practices protocol when publishing revisions.  
 

Publish revisions only when they significantly improve the ability of the 
statistics to inform good decisions. (This does not apply to planned revisions in 
the releases in Annex C which will be published whatever their magnitude).  

 

Highlight the existence of revised data: add a statement to the web page 
containing the previous edition of the relevant release, bulletin or publication.  

 

Announce substantial methodological changes before the release of the 
affected statistics.  

 

Consider issuing an experimental dataset based on past data to illustrate the 
changes.  

 

Correct errors as soon as practicable.  
 

Alert affected users to errors.  
 

Document the reasons for, and effects of, any substantial revisions.  
 

Include back data where practicable when revising a series.  
 

Ensure revisions are carried through to all relevant outputs, including for 
example any tables on StatsWales.  

 

 
  



Individual releases (or groups of releases) subject to regular planned revisions  

 

Publish a policy for each release subject to regular planned revisions (this 
can take the form of a statement included within the release).  

 

Consult users about each policy.   

Describe in each policy the statistics' uses and resources for their 
production.  

 

Say in each policy how revisions will normally be published.   

Say in each policy when revisions will be made.   

Say in each policy how far back revisions will be made.   

Say in each policy how much back data will be provided.   

Say in each policy whether parallel tables will be provided.   

Review revisions policies as part of quality reviews.   

Include a statement explaining the effect of revisions in the First Release.   

Include in the statement a link to the First Release's revisions policy.   

Identify in the statement any revisions and their significance.   

Say in the statement which figures are subject to planned revisions.   

Mention on the front page of First Releases any major revisions.   

Analyse revisions regularly for systematic bias.   

Keep records of published data, revisions and the reasons for making 
them.  

 

 
  



Annex C 
 

Key releases subject to regular planned revisions  

Agriculture 

 Aggregate agricultural output and income 

 Forecasts of farm incomes in Wales 

 
Economy and Labour Market  

 Annual survey of hours and earnings 

 Business demography 

 Exports  

 Index of Production and Construction  

 Index of Market Services Key economic stats 

 Regional gross disposable household income  

 Regional gross value added (GVA) and sub-regional gross value added 

 
Education and Lifelong learning  

 Educational attainment of young people at age 19 

 Examination Results in Wales  

 Further Education, Work-Based Learning and Community Learning in Wales  

 Student Finance: Education Maintenance Allowances Awarded in Wales  
 

Cross cutting education and Skills  
 Levels of highest qualification held by working age adults 

 Participation of young people in education and the labour market  

 Young people not in education, employment or training 
 

Health  
 A&E waiting times  

 Diagnostic and Therapies Waiting times  

 GP referrals  

 Referral to Treatment times  

 Sickness Absence in the NHS 

 Substance Misuse 
 

Fire  
 Fire statistics 

 Grassland fires 
 
For release information see Welsh Government’s Statistics & Research webpages1. 
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1
 www. gov.wales/statistics  
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