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WPMC (17) M14 

WALES PROGRAMME MONITORING COMMITTEE 

EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL AND INVESTMENT FUNDS 2014-2020 

Date:  16 June 2017  

Time:  9.30am 

Venue:  Welsh Government Offices, Merthyr Tydfil 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome and apologies 09:30 -  09:35  

2. Minutes of February meeting, actions and other 
matters arising 
 

09:35 – 09:45 WPMC(17)M14 

3. Update on ESI Funds Progress, including portfolio 
development  

09:45 – 10:00 

 

WPMC(17)94 

. 

 

 

 

 

4.  

 

5.   

To include: 

(a) ERDF Programmes 
(b) ESF Programmes 
(c) Welsh Government Rural Development 

Programmes 
 

Cross-cutting Themes:  Equality and Gender 
Mainstreaming Annual Report                                        
 
ESI Programme Compliance Report (inc error rates) 
 

**Break 11:00 – 11:15 ** 
 

 

10:00 – 10:10 

10:10 – 10:20 

10:20 – 10:30 

10:30 – 10:50       

10:50 – 11:00  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WMPMC(17)95 
 
WMPMC(17)96 

6. Annual Implementation Reports (AIR) 2016 
(members to approve)  
 

11:20  – 11:50 

 

 

7. 

 

8. 

 

9 

 

10  

Planning Modifications for the Structural Funds 
Programmes  
 
Rural Development Programme Selection Criteria 
 
Annual European Structural Funds Communications 
Plan 
 
 
Presentation – Mid-Wales Region 
 
 

11:50 – 12:05 

 

12:05 – 12:15 

 

12:15 – 12:35 

 

12:35 – 13:00 

WMPMC(17)97 

 

WMPMC(17)98 

 

WMPMC(17)100 

11.  Future of Regional Policy Update 13:00 – 13:15  
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AOB 

**Lunch 13:20 – 13:40** 

 

 

13:15 – 13:20 
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        WPMC(17)M14 

EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL AND INVESTMENT FUNDS 2014-2020 WALES 

PROGRAMME MONITORING COMMITTEE 

Friday 24 February 2017 

Welsh Government, Merthyr Tydfil 

Meeting Notes 

ITEM 1: Welcome and apologies 

1. The Chair welcomed members to the meeting of the Wales Programme 

Monitoring Committee (PMC).  Attendees and apologies are listed at Annex A.  

 

ITEM 2: EU Transition/ Communications – Cabinet Secretary for Finance & 

Local Government, Mark Drakeford AM 

2. The Chair introduced Mark Drakeford AM, Cabinet Secretary for Finance and 

Local Government and invited him to address the PMC.  

 

3. The Cabinet Secretary thanked the Chair and Members for the opportunity to 

attend the meeting and continue discussions from the last PMC on 2 December 

around the future of regional economic development.  As the Welsh Government 

representative on the Joint Ministerial Committee (EN), work is ongoing to ensure 

that Wales’ voice is heard and key Welsh interests are secured.  

 

4. The European Advisory Group (EAG) was also recently invited to consider a 

paper that addressed some important issues around the future of regional 

economic development, when it met on 9 February.  The Cabinet Secretary 

highlighted that he was keen to hear the views of PMC members on this paper, 

which had been circulated in advance of the meeting, in order to help inform an 

upcoming cabinet paper and subsequent oral statement.  

 

5. The Cabinet Secretary also advised that the recent White Paper, ‘Securing 

Wales’ Future: Transition from the European Union to a new relationship with 

Europe’, developed jointly by the Welsh Government and Plaid Cymru, sets out 

key areas to be addressed in the negotiations on the UK’s exit from the EU.   A 

number of these areas also help shape the parameters for future regional 

economic development, including: 

 

 Finance and Investment – Wales must receive funding from UK resources 

after 2020, when the current EU Financial perspective expires and at 

levels equivalent to what Wales would have otherwise received through 

the EU to help address long-term challenges. Wales should not lose a 

penny in funding as a result of leaving the EU.  
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 Devolved competences should be observed at the point of UK exit from 

the EU and policy areas which are not devolved, but which have major 

implications for Wales, should have robust shared sovereignty 

arrangements.  

 Wales should continue to participate in key European programmes open to 

non-member states, notably Horizon 2020, ERASMUS+ and ETC 

programmes.  

 

6. The PMC welcomed the Welsh Government’s White paper and noted support for 

the priorities set out in the paper.  One member particularly welcomed the Welsh 

Government’s commitment to retaining environmental protections and 

sustainable development.  In discussion, members also raised the following 

points: 

 

 Development of future regional economic policy will require partnership 

working and the Welsh Government should utilise wherever possible 

existing, established, regional partnership arrangements.  The Welsh 

Government should also ensure that it uses all available channels, via a 

range of sectors, to highlight its views and priorities to the UK 

Government.  

 

 Free and unfettered access to the single market and to the UK market is 

very important for businesses in Wales. It is also important to ensure that 

Wales does not emerge with less favourable conditions that will put it at a 

disadvantage to the rest of the UK.   

 

 There are significant opportunities to reshape future regional economic 

policy, such as removing current complexities and the high level of 

prescription associated with EU rules.  Wales has the potential to become 

more integrated in its approach and take a broader view of what 

constitutes economic development.  Collaboration and cooperation with 

regions across the border with England is also important, whilst links 

between different regions within Wales should not be overlooked.   

 

 Wales should adopt an ambitious approach. For example there is the 

opportunity to link rural development interventions more closely   with 

wider regional economic development initiatives.   

 

 It is recognised that it is difficult to develop policy and strategy in the 

current climate where there are many unknowns.  For example, whilst 

there is a willingness to continue to participate in the Horizon 2020 

programmes, there is current pressure from some member states to move 

from the current focus on funding excellence to funding more ‘cohesion 
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type’ projects.  If this shift in emphasis does transpire, then questions 

would arise over the benefit of the UK continuing to take part in these 

programmes.  

 

 Wales cannot afford to be complacent: some contingency planning and 

scoping work should be undertaken to prepare for a worse case Brexit 

scenario. The UK Government’s Industrial Strategy green paper is starting 

to face up to the key challenge around enhancing productivity and 

therefore competitiveness, factors vital to securing Wales’ future economic 

success. Wales needs to be ambitious in preparing for exiting the EU, in 

particular around its approach to assisting Welsh businesses to secure 

new trade opportunities around the world. 

 

 In considering future regional policy it will be important to achieve a 

balanced approach, both in terms of spreading prosperity across Wales 

and also in terms of ensuring that people have access to jobs and services 

close to where they live. Social cohesion must continue to be seen as one 

desired outcome arising from future regional economic development 

programmes. 

 

7. The PMC also discussed the reference in paper EAG(17)04 to ‘place’ and ‘place 

based approaches’.  Members highlighted that clarification and further exploration 

of what is meant by these references would be welcomed to ensure the meaning 

is not misinterpreted.  The Cabinet Secretary noted the comments in relation to 

place based approaches and stated that he would consider them carefully.  

 

8. The Cabinet Secretary thanked the PMC for their comments and advised that the 

Welsh Government want to be ambitious and set out clearly to the UK 

Government what Wales wants from the negotiations to leave to EU.  The Welsh 

Government believes that there are key interests on both sides and a sensible 

pragmatic approach can be taken.  As noted by members, full and unfettered 

access to the single market is a top priority and there must be a level playing field 

across the UK.  The White paper also makes it clear that from a Welsh 

perspective all protections from the EU on issues like the environment and social 

values must be preserved.  The Welsh Government will use every avenue to 

influence the UK Government and it is becoming evident that Wales’ voice is 

having an impact.   

 

9. Exiting the EU will present the opportunity to remove previous restrictions, be 

more flexible, integrate and build on past successes to create more balanced, 

inclusive growth. The Welsh Government intends to continue in the partnership 

approach that has underpinned it approach to EU programmes. This will help to 

shape policy and proposals and ensure alignment with and between regional 

arrangements, bringing greater clarity, unity and coherence. 
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10. The Chair thanked the Cabinet Secretary for his attendance at the PMC.  

 

ITEM 3: Minutes of December meeting, actions and other matters arising 

11. Amendments at Paragraph 26 had been incorporated into minutes of the 2 

December meeting.  It was also noted that the RDP commitment figure at 

Paragraph 6 of the minutes should read 63%.   

 

12. Taking these amendments into account, the minutes were agreed as a true and 

accurate record.  

 

13.  Progress on action points arising from the previous meeting is listed at Annex B.  

 
ITEM 4: Update on ESI Funds Progress, including portfolio development 

Overview 

14. Members were shown a short film highlighting a number of recently approved 

Structural Fund operations.  The Chair noted that it would be helpful to see a 

similar film highlighting some recent RDP approvals at the next meeting.   

 

 

 

 

15. Members asked how this film and other positive news stories promoting the 
impact of EU funds are being communicated to people across Wales.   WEFO 
advised that they continue to try and communicate this message as widely as 
possible through the use of social media, working with schools and highlighting 
project visits, such as those recently undertaken by the PMC Chair.   
 

16. Damien O’Brien, Chief Executive, WEFO, provided an overview of programme 
progress since the December 2016 PMC: 

 

 Overall across the Structural Fund programmes 69% has been committed 
(ERDF 63%, ESF 76%).  

 £1,324m committed to 149 operations driving a total investment of £2.5bn. 

 62% of the Rural Development Programme has been committed; and, 

 16 RDP Schemes launched (Measure level).  
 
17. Key Priorities for the period ahead include: 

 

 Maximising commitment and delivery levels across the programmes.  
WEFO have set a target of 80% commitment by the end of 2017 with a 

ACTION: A short film highlighting recent RDP approvals to be shown at 

the next PMC meeting in June 2017.  
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view to achieving full commitment by 2018.  The RDP has not yet set a 
target for commitment but is currently considering what is deliverable.  
 

 Completing closure of the 2007-2013 Structural fund programmes.  Final 
closure packs are currently with the Audit Authority and WEFO are due to 
submit these to the European Commission by 31 March 2017.  The PMC 
will be informed of final spend figures following this process.  

 

 Horizon 2020 Event, 30 March 2017.  The event will address how 
maximising EU research and innovation funding opportunities will help 
Welsh organisations thrive now and well into the future. Key note speakers 
include Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Local Government, Mark 
Drakeford and Wolfgang Burtscher, Deputy Director General, European 
Commission. 

 

 During March 2017 the Wales Rural Network are holding 3 Funding Fairs 
highlighting opportunities from the RDP.  There will also be 3 Stakeholders 
events covering 3 specific areas Competiveness/ Supply Chain, Rural 
Development and Land Use.  

 

18. Members asked for further clarity on the recent HM Treasury guarantee.  WEFO 
advised that the guarantee covers all operations that are formally approved 
before the UK leaves the EU.  If funding has been committed, even if not spent 
before this time, it will be covered by HM Treasury.  If operations require 
significant changes after the UK has left the EU then this may create some 
issues, therefore WEFO are trying to ensure that all operations are delivering on 
time and to profile.   Decision making powers over what operations receive 
approval remains the responsibility of WEFO and this assurance has been 
provided by the UK Government in writing.  Members requested that, if possible, 
the written assurance from UK Government is circulated to PMC members for 
information. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

19. Members also asked if beneficiaries are aware that following the end of the 
programme period, EU money will no longer be available.  WEFO advised that 
each operation will have addressed sustainability as part of the approval process 
and an exit and transitioning strategy should be in place as part of its long term 
planning.  Operations have always been made aware that there is never an 
assumption of continuing funding and this message will continue to be highlighted 
to beneficiaries.   

 
ERDF Programmes 

20.  Sue Price, Head of ERDF programmes, WEFO, advised that the ERDF 

programmes continue to make good progress with the West Wales & the Valleys 

ACTION: WEFO to confirm that the HM Treasury guarantee letter can be 

shared and if so will circulate to the PMC. 
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programmes 62% committed and the East Wales programmes 66% committed.   

As previously noted WEFO have agreed a forecast commitment target of 80% by 

end 2017, therefore in order to help achieve this target, it is the responsibility of 

beneficiaries to deliver what has been agreed and submit expenditure in a timely 

manner for approval and payment.  

 

21. Sue updated members on activity within each priority, highlighting the following: 

 

 Priority 1: Research and Innovation and Priority 2: SME Competitiveness 

continues to develop well and both have a high level of commitment.   The 

recent call for innovative proposals closed on 31 January 2017 and 

received 45 bids from a range of organisations, including HE/FE, Private 

Sector and Welsh Government.  It will be a priority for the successful bids 

to develop and implement their projects without delay once approved.  

 

 Priority 3: Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency has a number of 

strategic operations in place including ARBED 3.  As previously reported 

there has been limited interest in small scale community renewable energy 

schemes, therefore WEFO is proposing to hold an open call for bids in this 

area.  If the call does not result in any interest and the money can not be 

spent in this area, then consideration will be given to modifying the 

programmes to ensure that funding is not lost.   

 

 Priority 4: Connectivity and Urban Development.  The METRO phase 2 will 

be the largest operation in the priority.  Timescales for this operation are 

tight, however the Welsh Government Transport Department continues to 

make steady progress and WEFO has a small team working exclusively 

on the operation.  Six regionally prioritised Sites and Premises ‘gap’ fillers 

are in WEFO’s business planning phase with approval expected shortly 

and WEFO is currently working closely with the Welsh Government on the 

building for the future operation to ensure the timely submission of 

individual projects to WEFO for assessment and agreement to commence 

works. 

 

22. The PMC were also advised that a programme modification may be brought to 

the PMC in September 2017 to address any required changes in funding 

allocations and outputs.  

ESF Programmes 

23. Jane McMillan, Head of ESF Programmes, WEFO, reported that the ESF 

programmes continue to make good progress with an overall commitment level of 

76% across both programmes.   The key message to beneficiaries is the need to 

deliver on these commitments.  As previously noted an 80% commitment target 
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by the end of 2017 is only achievable if operations do not de-commit funding and 

deliver and spend to profile.   

 

24.  Jane also highlighted the following: 

 

 The majority of Priority and Specific Objective areas now have a balanced 

portfolio of operations and are approx. 70% committed with the exception 

of the Poverty priorities where commitment levels remain below expected 

levels.   

 

 To address this concern, WEFO are currently working with Local 

Authorities to further develop proposals in this area.  In addition it is 

proposed to run a call in Priority 1, SO3 in the West Wales & the Valleys 

programme and Priority 1 of the East Wales programme to explore if there 

is wider interest in the priority.  If there continues to be limited interest in 

these areas then evidence will be available to demonstrate the need for a 

programme modification.  

 

 Operations are beginning to demonstrate delivery although there is a 

shortfall in some areas, such as ‘participants with no formal qualifications, 

which is due to even very low skilled individuals often presenting with at 

least some level of prior qualification (e.g. an entry level award) which is 

leading operations to reporting fewer participants than expected as holding 

‘no qualifications’.  The early-years childcare workforce has reported fewer 

outputs than expected although this is due in part to a delay in submitting 

claims.   

 

25. In response to questions from members, Jane advised: 

 

 An ESF programme modification would be presented to the PMC at its 

September 2017 meeting only if there is no interest generated from the 

calls in East Wales Priority 1 and West Wales and the Valleys Priority 1, 

SO3.   

 The project forecast figure of 16% for STEM participants may appear low, 

however there has been a delay in operations reporting outputs and 

WEFO are confident that activity is being delivered in this area.  

Welsh Government Rural Communities - Rural Development Programmes  

26. Terri Thomas, Head of Rural Development Division, advised that paper WPMC 

(17)92 tabled at the meeting provides an update on allocations now finalised by 

the Cabinet Secretary for Environment and Rural Affairs.  The paper also 

provides a comparison between original approved programme allocations, 

proposed programme allocations as at modification and indicative proposals for 

the remainder of the programme.  The following was also highlighted: 
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 The RDP continues to make good progress since its approval on 26 May 

2015 and including approvals and EOI rounds a total of £563m has been 

committed, of which £348m is EU funding.   

 

 A number of Expression of Interest (EOI) windows have opened to date, 

across the Programme. A number of EOI windows will open over the next 12 

months and during 2018/19 which will help to achieve 100% commitment by 

the end of the programmes.    

 

 For the socio-economic schemes within the programme, a total of 429 

applications have been received across 12 EOI windows, of which £129m has 

been approved.  

 

 A second programme modification will be prepared for submission later in 

2017 and PMC members will be consulted on the modification prior to 

submission to the European Commission.   

 

27. Terri also noted that the recent Ex-Post evaluation of the 2007-2013 RDP has 

been completed and contains 9 recommendations.  A paper detailing the 

recommendations will be provided to members for information after the meeting.  

 

 

 

 

28. Members welcomed the strong commitment levels across the programme and In 

response to questions, Terri advised:  

 

 From the 439 EOI applications received for the socio economic schemes, 

final approval numbers are not yet known, however approximately 90-95% 

of applications are usually approved.  

 

 Plans are being developed for a 2019 EOI window for Glastir and the 

contract length will remain the same as previous windows.     

 

 In terms of future proofing, the programmes are already designed around 

sustainability and consideration will need to be given to supporting the 

agricultural sector in the long term, however there are no plans to radically 

reshape the programme at this point.  

 

 It is hoped that the RDP programme modification will be agreed with the 

European Commission by the end of March/ beginning of April 2017.  

 

ACTION: PMC Secretariat to circulate a paper to members for information 

on recommendations from the 2007-2013 RDP Ex-Post evaluation.  

ACTION: PMC Secretariat to circulate paper WPMC (17)92 to members.  



 

11 
 

 

 

 

 ITEM 5: Presentation: South East Region 

29. Lisa Jones, South East Region engagement  team manager, gave a presentation 

on the South East Regional Engagement Team and raised the following points: 

 

 4 RETs across Wales are funded through ESF and ERDF.  The South 

East team is hosted by Bridgend County Council but it is a resource for all 

sectors across 10 Local Authority boundaries. 

 

 A cross panel group meets bi-monthly to consider projects applying for EU 

support.  The RET has no decision making power but can review 

applications to enhance integration and complementarity of investments.   

 

 The South East team has established a number of networks to 

communicate key messages and feed in best practise. Its role is also to 

report to learning partnerships, the Cardiff Capital Region programme 

board and work closely with WEFO.  

 

 Future challenges include the delivery and communication of EU 

transition, continuing to work across the region to facilitate delivery and 

capture and evaluate the impact of the programmes at a regional level.  

 

30.  A short update on the Cardiff Capital Region City deal was also given, noting 

that the deal covers all 10 Local Authorities in the region and a Heads of Term is 

in place with the UK Government.  The full deal is due to be signed on 1 March 

and greater detail of the implementation plan will be published. The shadow 

cabinet, which includes all 10 local authority leaders, is due to meet on 17 March 

2017.   

 

31.  In response to questions from members Lisa advised that the RETs are 

beginning to look at how they can highlight the positives of EU funding in the 

region and help evaluate impact.   WEFO added that it is the responsibility of the 

Managing Authority to evaluate the programmes and information is now being 

gathered on a regional basis.  In many cases the impact of the 2007-2013 

programmes can now be seen and a story is emerging to show how the funds 

have moved communities forward.  

 

ACTION: Terri Thomas to provide a breakdown of EU and Welsh 

Government co-finance for the schemes listed in point 17 of the RDP 

Programme Allocations paper WPMC(17)92.  
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32. The Chair thanked Lisa for the presentation and noted that the Committee would 

welcome a further presentation on the Cardiff Capital Region City deal at a future 

meeting.  

 

 

ITEM 6: Cross Cutting Themes: Sustainable Development Annual Report 

33. Rhian Battrick-Power, WEFO, provided an update on progress with 

implementation of the Sustainable Development Cross Cutting Theme (CCT).  

Key points from the paper were highlighted, in particular Annex 1, detailing 

operations contributing to the formal Sustainable Development CCT indicator and 

Annex 2, which demonstrates the level of commitment that operations have made 

to deliver activity contributing towards the sustainable development case level 

indicators.  

 

34. Members were shown a DVD of the CUBRIC operation, illustrating how it has 

incorporated environmentally friendly green roofs into its design as part of its 

commitment to sustainable development.   The Chair noted that she had recently 

visited the CUBRIC centre and the operation demonstrates how the sustainable 

development CCT can add value to EU projects.  

 

35. In response to questions from members, WEFO advised that: 

 

 The CCT team have not yet met with the Well Being of Future Generations 

commissioner but hope to arrange this going forward.  Although the CCT 

indicators were put into place before the wellbeing goals, WEFO do link 

into and feed in internally to the Well being goals.  

 

 In relation to Annex 2, a break down of data demonstrating individual 

projects progress towards reaching the targets can be provided as part of 

the next annual sustainable development report.  

 

 Project level indicators have been created by WEFO to try and capture 

additional work that beneficiaries are undertaking in relation to the CCT 

that may not be picked up via the formal indicators.  The project level 

indicators can be amended through out the programme period to ensure 

that as much information as possible is captured.   

ITEM 7: AOB 

36.  There was no other business.  The next PMC meeting will take place on 9 June 

2017.  

 

PMC Secretariat  

February 2017 
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Wales PMC European Structural and Investment Funds 2014 -2020 

24 February 2017 
Welsh Government Office, Merthyr Tydfil 

 
Chair – Julie Morgan (AM) 

 
Members nominated on a representative basis, from partners and statutory 
bodies: 
 

Phil Fiander Wales Council for Voluntary Action (WCVA) 

Dr David Blaney Higher Education Funding Council for Wales 

Rebecca Williams  Rural Economy  (County, Land and Business Association) 

Derek Walker Wales Co-operative 

Rudi Plaut Business and Enterprise (Commerce Cymru) 

Iestyn Davies Further Education (Colleges Wales) 

Rhian Jardine Environmental Sustainability (Natural Resources Wales) 

Lowri Gwilym Local Government (WLGA) 

Charlotte Priddy Farming Union Wales (FUW) 

Arfon Williams Environmental NGOs (Wales Environment Link /RSPB) 

Arwel Williams Alternate for Duncan Hamer - Welsh Government 
(Economy, Skills and Natural Resources) 

Huw Thomas Alternate for Jocelyn Llewhellin – JobCentre Plus 

Matthew Quinn Welsh Government (Economy, Skills and Natural 
Resources) 

 

Members selected via the Public appointments process: 

Beth Winkley 

Sian Price 

Professor Richard B Davies 

David (Dai) Davies 

Grahame Guilford 

Joy Kent 

 
Advisors: 
 

Guus Muijzers European Commission, UK Desk Officer responsible for 
the 2014-2020 Programmes, DG Regio 

Joanna Gawrylczyk-

Malesa 

European Commission, Desk Officer for ESF 

Programmes, DG Employ. 

Marek Beran  European Commission, DG AGRI 
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Programme Managing Authorities:  

Welsh European Funding Office / Department for Economy, Skills and Natural 

Resources 

Damien O'Brien Chief Executive, WEFO (ERDF, ESF) 

Terri Thomas Head of Rural Development Division 

Rob Halford Head of Planning and Strategy, WEFO 

Peter Ryland Deputy Director, Programme Performance & Finance 
(ERDF, ESF) 

Sue Price Head of ERDF Programmes 

Jane McMillan Head of ESF Programmes 

Chriss O’Connell Head of Cross Cutting Themes, WEFO 

Rhian Battrick-Power Cross Cutting Themes 

Lois Wilson Secretariat 

Rhiannon Clancy Secretariat 

 
Guest Presenters: 
 

Lisa Jones South East Wales Regional Engagement Team 
Manager 

 
APOLOGIES  
 

Tom Whyatt Business and Enterprise (Industry Wales) 

Peter Crews Trade Union (Wales TUC) 

Julie Cook Wales TUC 

Professor David 
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Higher Education Wales 

Duncan Hamer Welsh Government (Economy, Skills and Natural 
Resources) 

Paul Byard Business and Enterprise (Commerce Cymru)  

Cath Jenkins Welsh Government (Economy, Skills and Natural 
Resources) 
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Jocelyn Llewhellin Jobcentre Plus 

Lowri Owain LEADER 

Councillor Ronnie 
Hughes 

Local Government (WLGA) 
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          WPMC(17)94 

WALES PROGRAMME MONITORING COMMITTEE, EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL 

AND INVESTMENT FUNDS 2014 – 2020 

PROGRAMME MONITORING REPORT 

Overview 

This paper provides an update on the implementation of the European Structural and 

Investment Funds Programmes: the Rural Development Programme 2014-2020, the 

West Wales and the Valleys ERDF and ESF Programmes and the East Wales ERDF 

and ESF Programmes.  Fund-specific reports can be found at Annexes 1 to 3. All 

data is at 30/04/2017. The planning rates used in the report are £1:€1.17 for the 

Structural Funds Programmes and £1:€1.18 for the Rural Development Programme 

2014-2020. References to the previous PMC meeting given throughout refer to the 

February 2017 PMC meeting. 

Overall position 

 151 operations worth £2,527m (including EU funding of £1,339m), are 

currently being supported by the Structural Funds and will assist over 40,800 

businesses and provide training/employment support for over 402,100 people.  

 The RDP 2014-2020 currently supports a total of 6,877 agri-environment 

contracts, covering 676,469ha, along with 593 new organic contracts covering 

72,562ha. There has been 436ha of new woodland created through Glastir 

Woodlands.  

 

Financial progress 

Commitment 

 Under the ERDF Programmes, total commitment currently stands at £1,366m 

(72% of the total allocation), of which £711m is EU funding (59% of the EU 

allocation).  

 Under the ESF Programmes, total commitment currently stands at £1,161m 

(91% of the total allocation), of which £628m is EU funding (73% of the EU 

allocation).  

 Under RDP2014-2020, total commitment currently stands at £787m (82% of 

programme value) of which £521m is EU funding. 

Spend 

 Around £157m of total spend has been recorded under the ERDF 

Programmes, of which £73m is EU funding 

 Around £137m of total spend has been recorded under the ESF Programmes, 

of which £89m is EU funding 
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 Around £84m spend has been recorded across the RDP2014-2020 of which 

£61m is EU Funding.  

Chart 1: Total Programme Expenditure Committed / Spent  

 

For RDP 2014-2020 Total Programme Expenditure consists of EAFRD along with Welsh Government 

domestic funding. For the Structural Funds Programmes it consists of ERDF or ESF along with match 

funding. 

Chart 2: EU funds Committed / Spent (ERDF / ESF / EAFRD) 
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          WPMC(17)94 
Indicator Data 

 

 

Annexes 

Annex 1: ERDF Update 

Annex 2: ESF Update 

Annex 3: WGRC-RDP 2014-2020 Update 

Annex 4: Structural Funds: Approved Operations List 

Indicator Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved 

to date

Enterprises supported        45,512       40,895         5,098 

of which

Enterprises created          7,400       10,035         1,620 

Employment increase in supported enterprises 26,980       31,841         2,301 

Amount of research funding secured £230m £134m £32m

Increase in level of export £233m £215m £10m

Additional capacity of renewable energy production 28                1               -   

Number of households with improved energy consumption 

classification
9,700         3,825               -   

Public transport services created or improved
2,920,000 

vehicle km
              -                 -   

People assisted 434,100         402,113       85,210 

of which

Young people assisted 150,000         103,715       20,578 

People supported into employment 40,642             49,982         3,364 

People gaining qualifications 194,633         226,881       35,012 

Physical area supported 688,000         528,010     676,469 

People in training 13,000             13,500               -   

Agricultural holdings supported 3,773                    542            553 

Source: Welsh Government, 30/04/2017

ERDF

ESF

EAFRD
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Annex 1: ERDF Update 

Section 1: ERDF Programmes: Commitment 

This section gives details of current financial progress under the ERDF Programmes, 

including an overview of the Programmes and information at Priority-level. 

Table 1 shows the number and amount of EU Grant committed to approved 

Operations under the West Wales and the Valleys and East Wales ERDF 

Programmes, along with the potential EU Grant committed if Operations at Business 

Planning and Pre Planning stages are taken forward.  

Table 1: EU Grant Commitment by Programme and Priority: Approved 

Operations 

 

1
 Based on a conversion rate of £1:€1.17 

Overall Programme Update 

The two ERDF Programmes continue to make good progress with 74 operations 

approved committing £711 million grant and representing 59% of the programme 

values.  Due to the conversation rate change to 1.17 this has meant for the ERDF 

West Wales and the Valleys Programme the level of commitment has slightly  

 

£ Millions

Total
1

EU Grant
1 Total EU Grant Total EU Grant

West Wales and the Valleys ERDF

1 18 387 256 349         204         90% 80%

2 7 285 178 276         146         97% 82%

3 5 210 146 62            37            30% 25%

4 13 653 428 417         197         64% 46%

5 7 28 21 27            19            100% 92%

Total 50 1,562      1,029        1,132      604         72% 59%

East Wales ERDF

1 8 152         76             138         60            91% 79%

2 7 68            34             63            32            93% 93%

3 1 38            19             7              4              19% 19%

4 2 82            41             19            9              23% 23%

5 6 7              3                7.1           2.9           102% 82%

Total 24 348         174           234         107         67% 62%

Total ERDF 74 1,909      1,202        1,366      711         72% 59%

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

Programme 

/ Priority

Number of 

Operations 

approved

Allocation Committed Share of allocation
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dropped.  However a number of new approvals are planned and as such 

commitment levels will get back on track very shortly.  PMC members will be 

updated on new approvals on 16 June.  

Annex 1: ERDF Update 

Section 2: Progress by Priority Axis 

Priority 1: Research and Innovation 

Table 2: EU Grant Commitment by Specific Objective

 

Approvals since the last PMC 

No approvals since previous PMC. 

With strategic and/or backbone operations in place and commitment high, the focus 

in this Priority has been on the call for innovative proposals that can successfully 

translate research and innovation into new and improved commercial products, 

processes and services (Specific Objective 1.2). The call was very successful with 

46 proposals submitted (32 for WWV and 14 for EW). Following assessment of the 

proposals, 17 proposals (11 in WWV and 6 in EW) have been invited into the formal 

business planning stage and have the potential to address a number of smart 

specialisation areas.  Most of the successful bids were from the higher education 

sector but there appears to be strong evidence of industrial pull, including private 

sector partners in several bids.  It is still early in the assessment process but the bids 

have the potential to commit over £50m across the two programmes and to make an 

important contribution to key targets. Approvals are expected to start in the early 

autumn. 

It is anticipated that the Research and Innovation Priority will fully commit all 

available funds and WEFO is aware of demand for further funding, particularly in the 

area of capacity building.  WEFO continues to review existing operations to ensure 

that any potential de-commitments are identified at an early stage so that the funds 

can be recycled. WEFO will consider finances and targets as part of the proposed 

programme modification reviews. 

 

Operations
Indicative 

Allocation
Operations

Indicative 

Allocation

SO1.1: Research capacity 8 £102.3m £96.3m 94% 4 £28.7m £21.9m 76%

SO1.2: Commercialisation 10 £153.5m £107.9m 70% 4 £47.4m £38.3m 81%

Total Priority 1 18 £255.8m £204.2m 80% 8 £76.2m £60.2m 79%

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

Specific Objective

ERDF ApprovedERDF Approved

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales
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Annex 1: ERDF Update 

Table 3: Progress against indicators 

 

 

Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date
Target

Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date

Amount of research funding secured £165m £98m £11m £65m £35m £21m

Number of enterprises cooperating with supported research institutions 160              272              13                90                69                1                  

Number of improved research infrastructure facilities 6                  7                  -               2                  2                  1                  

Number of new researchers in supported entities 470              363              13                290              99                26                

Number of researchers working in improved research infrastructure facilities 200              365              -               110              66                38                

Number of enterprises supported to introduce new to the market products 490              134              1                  300              73                -               

Number of enterprises supported to introduce new to the firm products 725              317              2                  440              113              -               

Number of enterprises cooperating with supported research institutions 1,212           295              9                  715              98                -               

Number of enterprises receiving grants 520              330              -               320              300              -               

Number of enterprises receiving non-financial support 3,750           806              61                2,245           304              24                

Number of new enterprises supported 30                29                -               20                6                  -               

Private investment matching public support in innovation or R&D projects €42.8m €33.4m €0.0m €26.2m €19.1m €0.0m

Employment increase in supported enterprises 1,125           346              -               670              120              -               

Number of patents registered for products 519              155              -               315              56                -               

Number of pilot projects completed n/a 48                -               n/a -               -               

Enterprises adopting or improving:

- equality and diversity strategies and monitoring systems 956              1                  -               515              -               -               

- sustainable development strategies and monitoring systems 956              1                  -               515              -               -               

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

SO1.1 To increase the 

success of Welsh research 

institutions in attracting 

competitive and private 

research funding

SO1.2 To increase the 

successful translation of 

research and innovation 

processes into new and 

improved commercial products, 

processes and services, in 

particular through improved 

technology transfer from HEIs

East WalesWest Wales and the Valleys

Specific Objective Outputs
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Annex 1: ERDF Update 

There are some variances within the Research and Innovation Priorities compared to 

what might be expected given the financial allocation committed although it has to be 

recognised that SO1.1 given its focus on building capacity, including related 

infrastructure, will take time to deliver results. The shift in the targeting approach for 

this Priority – in comparison to previous programmes (which were used as a basis to 

set programme targets) – particularly affects the commercialisation objective 

(SO1.2).  The 2014-2020 programmes seek to target more firms containing 10 or 

more employees, and place more emphasis on those micro-businesses with genuine 

potential to grow to at least that size. This approach has the potential to have a 

greater economic impact, but will mean less of a focus on volume of businesses 

supported. The indicators also reflect an emphasis on greater tailoring of more 

intensive support, looking at innovation systems as a whole within different 

businesses/clusters (counting each enterprise in which new products are introduced, 

for example) rather than numbers of innovations (which can lead to less emphasis 

on the effect on turnover / usefulness).         

The successful proposals in the recent call have the potential to significantly raise 

the contribution to key targets such as ‘enterprises co-operating’, ‘new to the 

market/firm products’ and ‘employment increase’, although it is still early in the 

assessment process to say that for certain. 
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Annex 1: ERDF Update 

Priority 2: SME Competitiveness 

Table 4: EU Grant Commitment by Specific Objective

 

Approvals since the last PMC 

No approvals since previous PMC. 

The priority is settled with commitment levels across both programmes high with an 

integrated portfolio developed around operations making up the ‘Business Wales 

Family’ encompassing Welsh Government, Wales Co-Operative Centre, Finance 

Wales and the WCVA. There does not appear to be any particular gap in provision 

with little interest in ‘niche’ type business support ideas coming forward.  There is the 

potential to invest further in the Business Wales Fund to absorb some of the 

uncommitted funds and this will be given further thought over the coming few 

months.  

The Business Wales Fund continues to make good progress since its launch in 

September 2016.  By the end of March 2017 it had invested £17.9m ERDF in 40 

SMEs supporting total private sector investment of £56m resulting in nearly  £74 

million total investments made which is ahead of profile.  Employment Increase is not 

measured until 12 months after the investment is made, so these will flow though 

later.   

Given the settled nature of the priority in both programmes the focus is very much on 

delivery and WEFO continues to closely monitor progress, paying particular attention 

to delivery and reporting of indicators and this will feed into a mid term review of 

operations funded from SO2.2, SO2.3 and SO2.4. 

WEFO hosted a symposium of the Business Wales Family for operation leads, 

delivery agents, the WLGA and the Regional Engagement Teams in September 

2016, and a second event is now being planned for summer 2017.    

    

Operations
Indicative 

Allocation
Operations

Indicative 

Allocation

SO2.1: Access to Finance 1 £58.6m £74.8m 128% 1 £9.2m £9.9m 107%

SO2.2: Start-ups 1 £14.7m £18.6m 127% 1 £3.5m £6.2m 176%

SO2.3: ICT take up and 

exploitation
1 £9.3m £5.2m 56% 1 £1.4m £1.7m 122%

SO2.4: Employment Growth 

in SMEs
3 £78.3m £27.0m 35% 3 £17.2m £8.3m 48%

SO2.5: Risk Capital Finance 1 £17.0m £20.7m 122% 1 £2.8m £5.5m 197%

Total Priority 2 7 £177.8m £146.4m 82% 7 £34.1m £31.6m 93%

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

Specific Objective

ERDF Approved ERDF Approved

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales
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Annex 1: ERDF Update 

Table 5: Progress against indicators 

 

1
 Achieved to date under SO2.2 and SO2.4 are provisional figures still undergoing verification 

  

Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date1 Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date1

Investment in enterprises £91.6m £149.6m £15.9m £25.9m £22.3m £47.0m

Number of enterprises receiving grants 160              -               -               45                -               -               

Number of enterprises receiving financial support other than grants 235              228              16                65                31                11                

Private investment matching public support to SMEs - Non-grants €132.0m €101.0m €9.9m €37.3m €16.8m €46.6m

Employment increase in supported enterprises 2,300           1,954           -               650              265              -               

Enterprises adopting or improving:

- sustainable development strategies and monitoring systems 190              167              -               60                -               -               

- equality and diversity strategies and monitoring systems 190              194              -               25                -               -               

Number of new enterprises supported 5,150           6,000           925              2,200           4,000           695              

Number of enterprises receiving non-financial support 275              -               -              120              -               -              

Individuals receiving support 14,350          6,000           854              6,200           4,000           466              

Individuals receiving support - Female individuals 7,300           -               360              3,100           -               190              

Individuals receiving support - BME individuals 375              -               39                445              -               16                

Individuals receiving support - Disabled individuals 3,650           -               6                  1,350           -               3                  

Employment increase in supported enterprises 8,800           10,250          734              3,800           6,750           230              

Enterprises adopting or improving:

- sustainable development strategies and monitoring systems 2,710           1,500           -              465              1,000           -              

- equality and diversity strategies and monitoring systems 2,710           1,500           -              1,165           1,000           1                 

East WalesWest Wales and the Valleys

Specific Objective Outputs

SO2.1 To increase the amount 

of finance available to SMEs for 

both business start-up and for 

business expansion

SO2.2 To increase the number 

of SME start-ups through the 

provision of information, advice 

and guidance and support for 

entrepreneurship
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1
 Some of the Achieved to date are provisional figures still undergoing verification 

Progress against indicators continues and will be the focus of the next symposium event planned for the summer.  The mid term 

review of operations funded under SO2.2, SO2.3 and SO2.4 will equally give us a clearer picture around delivery and if operations 

need to consider their delivery models to ensure targets are met.     

Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date1 Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date1

Number of enterprises supported to introduce new to the firm products 1,480           1,480           -               400              400              -               

Number of enterprises receiving non-financial support 3,450           3,823           170              900              1,094           230              

Employment increase in supported enterprises 6,450           7,215           1,075           2,550           4,606           262              

Number of enterprises receiving grants 40                30                -              10                15                -              

Number of enterprises receiving financial support other than grants 330              -               -              115              -               -              

Number of enterprises receiving non-financial support 13,650          12,400          1,701           5,400           8,170           1,226           

Private investment matching public support to SMEs - Grants €4.3m 0                  -              €2.2m 0                  -              

Private investment matching public support to SMEs - Non-grants €6.6m -               -              €3.4m -               -              

Increase in level of export £167.1m £130.0m £8.4m £65.9m £85.0m £1.7m

Enterprises adopting or improving:

- sustainable development strategies and monitoring systems 8,700           5,000           19               1,300           3,300           4                 

- equality and diversity strategies and monitoring systems 8,700           5,000           25               3,200           3,300           5                 

Investment in enterprises £26.5m £41.4m £2.4m £7.2m £12.7m £8.9m

Number of enterprises receiving financial support other than grants 90                49                4                  25                -               9                  

Private investment matching public support to SMEs - Non-grants €23.8m €27.9m €1.8m €14.1m €9.7m €7.6m

Employment increase in supported enterprises 490              265              -               145              70                -               

Number of enterprises supported to introduce new to the firm products 20                24                -               5                  6                  -               

Enterprises adopting or improving:

- sustainable development strategies and monitoring systems 45                15                -               5                  -               -               

- equality and diversity strategies and monitoring systems 45                18                -               13                -               -               

Specific Objective Outputs

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales

SO2.3 To increase the take-up 

and exploitation of NGA 

networks and ICT infrastructure 

by SMEs

SO2.4 To increase the growth 

of those SMEs with growth 

potential, in particular through 

accessing new markets (both 

domestic and international)

SO2.5 To address market 

failures in the availability of 

finance, in particular risk 

capital, for Welsh SMEs to 

undertake innovation and 

commercialise R&D
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Annex 1: ERDF Update 

Priority 3: Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency 

Table 6: EU Grant Commitment by Specific Objective

 

Approvals since the last PMC 

No approvals since previous PMC. 

This Priority is an innovative area of the programmes and whilst progress is proving 

to be more challenging than planned, progress is being made; particularly in working 

with developers keen to make use of the waters around Wales to deploy their wave 

and tidal energy devices. Pre-planning conversations with developers are continuing 

at pace and there is a healthy pipeline of potential marine energy operations.   Whilst 

the technical nature of these marine operations does take time to resolve the 

potential demand for funds remains encouraging. 

There is less scope for activity in the East Wales programme as marine energy 

production is not an eligible activity.  As such the East Wales programme is 

dependant on operations that will support small scale community renewable energy 

schemes and increasing the energy efficiency of existing Welsh housing stock 

particularly in areas of severe fuel poverty.   

Workshops around Wales have taken place to raise the awareness of available 

funds from the EU for small scale community renewable energy schemes resulting in 

just two community energy proposals seeking support. As such to ascertain demand 

for the funds available for this activity a Community Energy Call was launched on 10 

April 2017, with three drop in sessions arranged in North, Mid and South Wales 

during May and June. The closing date for applications is 30 June 2017.  There has 

been a significant volume of enquiries/participation at the drop in sessions from 

potential applicants seeking funds from the WWV programme but to date little 

interest from potential applicants from East Wales.   Once the call has closed we will 

review the level of interest across both programmes and take a judgment if 

adjustments need to be part and included in a programme modification. The recent 

re-evaluation of business rates calculations could impact adversely on the number of 

Operations
Indicative 

Allocation
Operations

Indicative 

Allocation

SO3.1: Marine Energy 4 £85.8m £17.2m 20% n/a n/a n/a n/a

SO3.2: Community Energy 

(SO3.1 EW)
0 £20.0m £0.0m 0% 0 £3.8m £0.0m 0%

SO3.3: Energy Efficiency in 

Housing (SO3.2 EW)
1 £40.2m £19.7m 49% 1 £15.3m £3.6m 23%

Total Priority 3 5 £146.0m £37.0m 25% 1 £19.1m £3.6m 19%

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

Specific Objective

ERDF ApprovedERDF Approved

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales
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applications from Community Energy groups.  The Welsh Government is aware of 

the situation and is considering the case for specific assistance. 

The Arbed 3 strategic pan-Wales Energy Efficiency operation is approved and 

procurement of the Scheme Manager is underway with the Invitation to Tender  

scheduled to be advertised in June 2017 and the appointment confirmed by 

September 2017.  This is smaller operation than was envisaged when the 

programmes were negotiated and as such the targets in the programmes will need to 

be revisited in light of the focus and concentrate on what Arbed 3 is being asked to 

deliver.   
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Annex 1: ERDF Update 

Table 7: Progress against indicators 

 

 

Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date
Target

Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date

Additional capacity of renewable energy production (MW) 20                1                  -               n/a n/a n/a

Energy support site preparation schemes 2                  2                  -               n/a n/a n/a

Number of renewable energy prototypes tested 8                  3                  -               n/a n/a n/a

Community energy schemes 37                -               -               3                  -               -               

Number of enterprises receiving non-financial support 150              -               -               70                -               -               

Number of enterprises supported to introduce new to the firm products 75                -               -               35                -               -               

Number of pilot projects completed 4                  -               -               3                  -               -               

Additional capacity of renewable energy production (MW) n/a n/a n/a 8                  -               -               

Energy support site preparation schemes n/a n/a n/a 1                  -               -               

Number of renewable energy prototypes tested n/a n/a n/a 3                  -               -               

Number of households with improved energy consumption classification 5,500           3,060           -               4,200           765              -               

Estimated decrease of GHG 10                -               -               5                  -               -               

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales

SO3.3 Increase the energy 

efficiency of the existing Welsh 

housing stock, particularly in 

areas of fuel poverty

(SO3.2 East Wales)

OutputsSpecific Objective

SO3.2 To increase the number 

of small scale renewable 

energy schemes established

(SO3.1 East Wales)

SO3.1 Increase the number of 

wave and tidal energy devices 

being tested in Welsh waters 

and off the Welsh coast, 

including multi-device array 

deployments, thereby 

establishing Wales as a centre 

for marine energy production



 

30 
 

At this stage it is too soon to make any firm judgements around indicator delivery but 

overall signs look positive.  
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Annex 1: ERDF Update 

Priority 4: Connectivity and Urban Development 

Table 8: EU Grant Commitment by Specific Objective

 

Approvals since the last PMC 

No approvals since previous PMC. 

WWV and EW programmes recognise that investment to improve connectivity is an 

essential pre-requisite axes.  As such to ensure this principle is achieved the 

appraisal process seeks to establish the wider connectivity opportunities operations 

will fit into so silo developments are avoided.   

Certain activities within the Connectivity Priority for West Wales and the Valleys 

programme have to be regionally prioritised.  Such operations include the Tourism 

Attractor Destination operation, Building for the Future and local ’gap’ fillers around 

the backbone operation for Sites and Premises. Seven regionally prioritised local 

authority Sites and Premises ‘gap’ fillers are in WEFO’s business planning phase 

with approvals expected shortly.  WEFO has also had further discussions with the 

local authority Regional Engagement Teams over the prioritisation of further gap 

fillers to utilise available resources. 

Discussions continue with Welsh Government over the scale of the next broadband 

proposal which will look to address the 4% shortfall in the provision of Next 

Generation Access broadband services to all premises in Wales that cannot be 

accommodated under the existing operations.  The nature and scale of this 

(potentially through a range of technological options) will be defined following the 

outcome of an Open Market Review which is due to report in June. Welsh 

Government will also be invited to submit a modest proposal to cover East Wales.  

The Welsh Government Transport Department continues to make steady progress in 

evaluating Metro Phase 2 options which will seek ERDF support. Metro Phase 2 will 

be a major project, as defined in the EU Structural Fund Regulations, and will need 

to be approved by the European Commission. Constructive dialogue with JASPERS 

Operations
Indicative 

Allocation
Operations

Indicative 

Allocation

SO4.1: Roads 3 £90.9m £64.2m 71% n/a n/a n/a n/a

SO4.2: Public Transport 

(SO4.1 EW)
2 £147.1m £19.0m 13% 0 £30.9m £0.0m 0%

SO4.3: ICT Infrastructure 

(SO4.2 EW)
2 £47.6m £19.9m 42% 2 £10.1m £9.3m 92%

SO4.4: Strategic Sites 6 £142.8m £94.3m 66% n/a n/a n/a n/a

Total Priority 4 13 £428.5m £197.3m 46% 2 £40.9m £9.3m 23%

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

Specific Objective

ERDF ApprovedERDF Approved

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales
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experts (Joint Assistance to Support Projects in European Regions) continue and it 

is anticipated the next meeting with JASPERS’ will taken place in June.     

Transport for Wales has undertaken a series of meetings with the relevant local 

authorities and statutory bodies (CADW and NRW) impacted by the Metro ERDF 

proposals and are in the process of formally consulting with them over the 

Environment Impact Assessment (EIA).  They are already embarking upon the SEA.  

Various environmental mitigation measures are under review that should enable a 

relatively speedy resolution to this process enabling early JASPERS consideration 

prior to EC submission/approval.   
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Annex 1: ERDF Update 

Table 9: Progress against indicators 

  

Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date
Target

Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date

Total length of reconstructed or upgraded roads (including TEN-T) 15                  7                  -               n/a n/a n/a

Footpath or cycleway created or reconstructed 10                  3                  -               n/a n/a n/a

Public transport services created or improved 2,500,000       -               -               420,000          -               -               

Intermodal facilities created or improved 25                  6                  5                  5                    -               -               

Total length of new railway line (including TEN-T) 15                  -               -               n/a n/a n/a

Total length of reconstructed or upgraded railway line (including TEN-T) 15                  -               -               3                    -               -               

Gross passenger kilometres on public transport 400,000,000    1,790,041     -               67,200,000      -               -               

Total length of reconstructed or upgraded roads (including TEN-T)                     5                   1                 -   5                    -               -               

Reduction in CO2 equivalent emissions 10,700            -               -               1,800              -               -               

Specific Objective Outputs

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales

SO4.1 To address issues of 

peripherality and improve 

private investment in local 

areas through improvements to 

the functioning of the Trans-

European Transport Network

SO4.2 Increasing urban and 

labour mobility to and from key 

urban and employment centres

(SO4.1 East Wales)
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Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date
Target

Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date

Additional premises with broadband access of at least 30 Mbps - Households 28,000            69,524          44,114          28,000            46,801          18,306          

Number of Enterprises supported to connect to 100Mbps or higher networks 250                250              -               25                  25                -               

Additional population covered by ultrafast broadband  (>100Mbps) broadband n/a 91,053          38,755          n/a 43,494          21,339          

Jobs accommodated 1,770              2,760           -               n/a n/a n/a

Land developed 50                  96                -               n/a n/a n/a

Premises created or refurbished 56,430            142,489        -               n/a n/a n/a

SMEs accommodated 235                237              -               n/a n/a n/a

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

SO4.4 To increase 

employment through prioritised 

local or regional infrastructure 

supporting an urban economic 

strategy

Specific Objective Outputs

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales

SO4.3 Contribute to Digital 

Agenda for Europe targets for 

100% access to next 

generation broadband (30Mbps 

and above) and 50% access to 

100Mbps

(SO4.2 East Wales)
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It is too early to make any firm judgements on output delivery; albeit from what has 

been approved and what is in business planning and pre-planning, output and target 

delivery appears to be on track.   
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Annex 1: ERDF Update 

Priority 5: Technical Assistance 

Table 10: EU Grant Commitment

 

Approvals since the last PMC 

No approvals since previous PMC. 

All TA operations are approved and in delivery.  No particular issues have been 

raised and certainly the Regional Engagement Teams are operational and helping 

WEFO in certain fields of prioritisation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operations
Indicative 

Allocation
Operations

Indicative 

Allocation

Total Priority 5 7 £20.6m £19.0m 92% 6 £3.5m £2.9m 82%

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

ERDF Approved ERDF Approved

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales
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Annex 2: ESF Update 

Section 1: ESF Programmes: Commitment 

This section gives details of current financial progress under the ESF Programmes, 

including an overview of the Programmes and information at Priority-level. 

Table 1 shows the number and amount of EU Grant committed to approved 

Operations under the West Wales and the Valleys and East Wales ESF 

Programmes, along with the potential EU Grant committed if Operations at Business 

Planning and Pre Planning stages are taken forward.  

Table 1: EU Grant Commitment by Programme and Priority: Approved 

Operations 

 

1
 Based on a conversion rate of £1:€1.17 

Overall Programme Update 

Commitment is now at 73% across both programmes (at the revised planning rate of 

€1.17) with 77 operations approved giving an overall commitment of £628 million, an 

additional £15m ESF since the last PMC.  The additional commitment reflects the 

approval of 3 new operations, but also planned extensions to existing operations 

under each Priority area.  WEFO intends to commit the remaining £232m of ESF by 

the end of 2018 through a mixture of new and pipeline projects, extending projects to 

deliver more over longer timescales (where projects are performing well against their  

 

£ Millions

Total
1

EU Grant
1 Total EU Grant Total EU Grant

West Wales and the Valleys ESF

1 10 212         167           148         107         70% 64%

2 16 410         295           416         253         101% 86%

3 14 281         209           229         151         81% 72%

4 6 18            14             24            15            131% 109%

Total 46 922 686 818         526         89% 77%

East Wales ESF

1 6 75            37             29            15            39% 39%

2 10 169         82             191         47            113% 57%

3 10 103         51             117         38            114% 75%

4 5 7              3                6              3              85% 82%

Total 31 353 174 343 102 97% 59%

Total ESF 77 1,275      860           1,161      628         91% 73%

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

Programme 

/ Priority

Number of 

Operations 

approved

Allocation Committed Share of allocation
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Annex 2: ESF Update 

targets) and targeted calls for areas of the programmes where interest has not 

developed as expected. 

Most Priority and Specific Objective areas now have a balanced portfolio of 

operations designed to deliver across the range of target participant client groups 

and target outcomes.  New operations still under development have the potential to 

commit a further £22m and offer more tailored niche activity to fill gaps in either the 

range of provision on offer or targeted client group.  WEFO has already opened a 

call for proposals in the Poverty priority, specifically focussing on the employability in 

the EW programme area and the underemployed in the WWV programme area 

where commitment levels remain below expected levels.  

In addition to managing future commitments, the main focus for ESF is now on 

delivery.  The programmes have already engaged with over 85,000 participants to 

date (20% of the overall target), supported over 3,300 people into employment and 

just over 35,000 to gain qualifications. 
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Annex 2: ESF Update 

Section 2: Progress by Priority  

Priority 1: Tackling Poverty through Sustainable Employment 
 

Table 2: EU Grant Commitment by Specific Objective

 

Table 3: Approvals since the last PMC

 

A further £6 million ESF has been approved in the WWV programme area and a 

further £1.3m ESF in the EW programme area since the last PMC meeting, taking 

the Priority commitment to 64% and 39% in WWV and EW respectively.  The 

majority of the additional funding has been awarded through extensions to existing 

operations.  Additional ESF of £3m in WWV and £1m in EW has been awarded to 

extend the Welsh Government led Healthy Working Wales – Out of Work Service 

project to support a further 4,900 economically inactive or long-term unemployed 

participants (aged 25 and over) who have complex barriers to employment.  

Additional ESF of £3m has been awarded to extend the Torfaen County Borough 

Council led Bridges2Work in WWV project to support an further 1,000 participants 

(aged 25 and over) who have complex barriers to employment. 

The new approval in this Priority since the last PMC is the Powys County Council led 

Workways Plus Powys.  £0.35m ESF has been approved to provide support to help 

economically inactive and long term unemployed individuals over the age of 54 in the 

county back into work. 

All approved operations address specific barriers individuals face in finding and 

staying in employment.  They all build on the successes of the previous round of 

ESF funding by continuing to focus on employment as the main objective for an  

 

Operations
Indicative 

Allocation
Operations

Indicative 

Allocation

SO1.1: Helping people into work 1 £39.4m £33.9m 86% n/a n/a n/a n/a

SO1.2: Inclusion & Engagement in LM

(SO1.1 EW)
8 £102.8m £69.4m 68% 6 £37.4m £14.5m 39%

SO1.3: Helping People stay in work 1 £25.2m £3.3m 13% n/a n/a n/a n/a

Total Priority 1 10 £167.5m £106.6m 64% 6 £37.4m £14.5m 39%

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

Specific Objective

ESF Approved ESF Approved

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales

Total investment ESF Approved Total investment ESF Approved

Workways Plus Powys (Powys County 

Council)
£0.70m £0.35m

Operations

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales
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individual and concentrating to an even greater extent on those individuals who are 

furthest away from the labour market, and face the most complex barriers to 

employment.  

In East Wales the commitment levels, as a proportion of the funding available, are 

lower than anticipated at this stage, although the overall ESF value committed is 

similar to that of the last programme at this stage.  WEFO are currently working with 

stakeholders in EW to further develop proposals.  To further help stimulate activity in 

this area a call for proposals was opened on 28th April 2017.  WEFO have been 

working with the Regional Engagement Teams to promote this call which is due to 

close on 30th June 2017.  

Similarly in SO3 in WWV WEFO is still seeking to engage with interested parties to 

deliver to Underemployed individuals and Employed individuals with a work limiting 

health condition.  A call for this area was also launched on 28th April and will close on 

30th of June.  Regional Engagement Teams have also been supporting this. 
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Table 4: Progress against indicators 

  

Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date
Target

Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date

Short term unemployed with no / low skills or a work limiting health 

condition or disability
5,999           4,799           -               n/a n/a n/a

Individuals impacted by redundancy 12,001          15,269          1,646           n/a n/a n/a

Short term unemployed participants  with low skills or a work limiting health 

condition or disability in employment upon leaving
33% 57% 0% n/a n/a n/a

Short term unemployed participants with low skills or a work limiting health 

condition or disability gaining a qualification upon leaving
50% 86% 0% n/a n/a n/a

Individuals impacted by redundancy in employment upon leaving 55% 54% 25% n/a n/a n/a

Individuals impacted by redundancy gaining a qualification upon leaving 70% 78% 77% n/a n/a n/a

West Wales and the Valleys

OutputsSpecific Objective

East Wales

SO1.1 To increase the 

employability of those closest 

to the labour market at most 

risk of poverty
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Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date
Target

Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date

Economically inactive (aged 25 and over) not in education or training who 

have complex barriers to employment
36,000          42,394          2,890           12,700          14,611          346              

Long-term unemployed (aged 25 and over) who have complex barriers to 

employment
10,800          17,293          1,110           3,800           5,863           243              

Economically inactive (aged 25 and over) not in education or training who 

have complex barriers to employment entering employment including self 

employment  upon leaving

20% 18% 10% 20% 18% 14%

Economically inactive (aged 25 and over) not in education or training who 

have complex barriers to employment engaged in job search upon leaving
25% 14% 3% 25% 14% 12%

Economically inactive (aged 25 and over) not in education or training who 

have complex barriers to employment gaining a qualification or work relevant 

certification upon leaving

50% 29% 10% 50% 24% 2%

Economically inactive (aged 25 and over) not in education or training who 

have complex barriers to employment increasing employability through 

completing work experience placement or volunteering opportunity

54% 21% 0% 54% 18% 0%

Long-term unemployed (aged 25 and over) who have complex barriers to 

employment entering employment including self employment upon leaving
25% 17% 0% 25% 16% 0%

Long-term unemployed (aged 25 and over) who have complex barriers to 

employment gaining a qualification or work relevant certification upon leaving
50% 27% 12% 50% 20% 1%

Long-term unemployed (aged 25 and over) who have complex barriers to 

employment increasing employability through completing work experience 

placement or volunteering opportunity

54% 23% 9% 53% 19% 1%

West Wales and the Valleys

OutputsSpecific Objective

East Wales

SO1.2 To increase the 

employability of Economically 

Inactive and Long Term 

Unemployed people aged 25 

and over, who have complex 

barriers to employment

(SO1.1 East Wales)
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Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date
Target

Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date

Participants Employed including self-employed with work-limiting health 

condition or disability
4,000           4,232           798              n/a n/a n/a

Underemployed participants with barriers to full employment 4,000           -               -               n/a n/a n/a

Number of micro small and medium-sized enterprises supported 2,000           -               -               n/a n/a n/a

Workplace health programmes 300              130              -               n/a n/a n/a

Supported enterprises having adopted or improved equality and diversity 

strategies and monitoring systems
50% 0% 0% n/a n/a n/a

Employed including self employed participants with work limiting health 

condition or disability returning to work after a period of absence
50% 19% 100% n/a n/a n/a

Employed including self Employed Participants with Work limiting health 

condition or disability with an improved labour market situation upon leaving
50% 31% 33% n/a n/a n/a

Underemployed participants with an improved labour market situation upon 

leaving such as increased hours permanent contract
40% 0% 0% n/a n/a n/a

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

West Wales and the Valleys

OutputsSpecific Objective

East Wales

SO1.3 To reduce under-

employment or absence rates 

for employed individuals with 

work limiting health conditions 

and / or other barriers to 

sustainable engagement with 

the labour market
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Forecast numbers for participants generally exceed programme targets in WWV.  

However indications show that early planning assumptions by operations are being 

affected by the strength of the labour market and engaging individuals is generally 

more challenging than anticipated.  WEFO will be monitoring this and these 

considerations will feed into any proposed modifications later this year. 

Redundancy and Short term unemployment (SO 1.1 WWV): the take up of 

redundancy support under the ReACT operation has not been as high as originally 

expected.  ReACT responds directly to the demand level within the labour market.  

The low take up can therefore be partly attributed to the current strength of the 

labour market and the lower levels of redundancies than originally anticipated.  It is 

therefore largely positive that the take up is lower than expected but something that 

WEFO will need to monitor in terms of overall spend levels in this specific objective. 

Long term Unemployed and Economically Inactive (SO1.2 WWV and SO1 EW): 

Forecasts are ahead of the programmes targets given the level of commitment 

although as indicated by the call in EW, there are challenges in some areas.  The 

seemingly low participant numbers engaged to date reflect the longer than 

anticipated timespans to get systems up and running and delivery underway together 

with the more challenging nature of engaging the harder to reach target groups 

which underpin the programme objectives.  This is further reflected in the result 

indicators in that more intensive and longer term interventions are needed with the 

harder to reach cohort and so the anticipated results are being realised later than 

planned.  Delivery is showing some improvement in the results achieved, particularly 

in the Economically Inactive cohort entering employment.  

Underemployed and employed with Work limiting Health Conditions (SO3 WWV): 

again, delivery is slightly lower than expected at this stage because of longer than 

anticipated timescales in getting delivery in place.  
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Priority 2: Skills for Growth 
 
Table 5: EU Grant Commitment by Specific Objective 

 

Approvals since the last PMC 

No approvals since previous PMC. 

Although no new operations have been approved since the last PMC, a further 

£1.1m ESF has been committed to extend an existing operation in the WWV 

programme and £0.7m ESF has been re-allocated from an existing WWV operation 

to its EW equivalent, taking the Priority commitment to 86% and 57% in WWV and 

EW respectively.  Additional ESF of £1.1m in WWV has been approved to extend the 

Torfaen County Borough Council led Working Skills for Adults to extend delivery 

by 2 years to train a further 800 employed participants.  £0.7m ESF has been 

reallocated from WWV to EW for the pan-Wales Chwarae Teg led Agile Nation 2 

project following a realignment participant numbers. 

The portfolio of operations to date build on the achievements of the 2007-13 

programme, by focusing on the delivery of the essential, technical and specialist 

skills required to build an agile and responsive workforce equipped to fully capitalise 

upon the opportunities and growth potential offered by a modern, knowledge-based 

economy.  Whilst basic and essential skills constitute a common, and necessary, 

foundation across the entire workforce, the intelligence on key growth opportunities 

and emerging and priority sectors identified in the Economic Prioritisation Framework 

(EPF), together with the Regional Learning Partnerships’ emerging Employment and 

Skills Plans and Labour Market Intelligence, constitute key tools to guide the 

targeting and focusing of skills interventions, particularly those delivering skills at an 

intermediate and higher level.  

Beneficiaries who are looking to deliver training to the employed workforce are 

responding positively to the new policy direction of co-investment by employers 

which was set out in the Welsh Government’s Skills Implementation Plan and 

encouraged by the Operational Programmes.  Private match-funding from employer 

Operations
Indicative 

Allocation
Operations

Indicative 

Allocation

SO2.1: Basic Skills 5 £142.4m £88.5m 62% 3 £53.4m £19.0m 36%

SO2.2: Adaptability and Progression 8 £88.9m £123.9m 139% 6 £24.0m £25.3m 105%

SO2.3: Research & Innovation 2 £45.8m £35.4m 77% n/a n/a n/a n/a

SO2.4: Gender Equality 

(SO2.3 EW)
1 £18.3m £5.6m 30% 1 £4.2m £2.4m 58%

Total Priority 2 16 £295.4m £253.3m 86% 10 £81.6m £46.8m 57%

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

Specific Objective

ESF Approved ESF Approved

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales
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cash contributions has been built into these operations as they are developed and 

approved. 
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Table 6: Progress against indicators 

  

Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date
Target

Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date

Employed including self-employed participants with no formal qualifications - Male 14,029          4,982           305              7,799           1,728           24                

Employed including self-employed participants with no formal qualifications - Female 12,771          5,373           217              7,101           1,934           24                

Employed including self-employed participants with qualifications up to and including a 

lower secondary education  - Male
23,870          21,844          6,619           13,296          9,022           3,211           

Employed including self-employed participants with qualifications up to and including a 

lower secondary education - Female
21,730          26,334          6,556           12,104          10,854          3,601           

Employed including self employed participants with no formal qualifications gaining an 

essential skills or technical or job specific qualification upon leaving - Male
72% 77% 43% 72% 76% 0%

Employed including self employed participants with no formal qualifications gaining an 

essential skills or technical or job specific qualification upon leaving - Female
72% 77% 50% 72% 76% 0%

Employed including self-employed participants with up to and including a lower secondary 

education gaining an essential skills or technical or job specific qualification at lower 

secondary  level upon leaving - Male

72% 80% 58% 72% 81% 56%

Employed including self-employed participants with up to and including a lower secondary 

education gaining an essential skills or technical or job specific qualification at lower 

secondary  level upon leaving - Female

72% 80% 55% 72% 81% 51%

East WalesWest Wales and the Valleys

OutputsSpecific Objective

SO2.1 To increase the skills levels, including 

work relevant skills, of those in the workforce 

with no or low skills
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Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date
Target

Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date

Employed including self-employed participants with lower secondary education (CQFW 2) - 

Male
16,070          22,177          4,345           6,438           9,754           2,333           

Employed including self-employed participants with lower secondary education (CQFW 2) - 

Female
14,630          27,412          4,620           5,862           12,208          2,455           

Employed including self employed participants with upper secondary (CQFW 3) education 

or above - Male
10,731          11,887          4,803           4,292           5,385           2,869           

Employed including self employed participants with upper secondary (CQFW 3) education 

or above - Female
9,769           12,997          9,305           3,908           5,586           5,607           

Employed including self-employed participants with lower secondary education (CQFW 2) 

gaining a technical or job specific vocational qualification upon leaving at upper secondary 

(CQFW 3) level or above - Male

60% 79% 52% 60% 80% 56%

Employed including self-employed participants with lower secondary education (CQFW 2) 

gaining a technical or job specific vocational qualification upon leaving at upper secondary 

(CQFW 3) level or above - Female

60% 79% 50% 60% 80% 53%

Employed including self employed participants with upper secondary (CQFW 3) education 

or above gaining a technical or job specific vocational qualification at or above upper 

secondary (CQFW 3) level upon leaving - Male

60% 80% 36% 60% 80% 37%

Employed including self employed participants with upper secondary (CQFW 3) education 

or above gaining a technical or job specific vocational qualification at or above upper 

secondary (CQFW 3) level upon leaving - Female

60% 80% 43% 60% 80% 44%

East WalesWest Wales and the Valleys

OutputsSpecific Objective

SO2.2 To increase the number of people in the 

workforce with technical and job specific skills 

at an intermediate and higher level.
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Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date
Target

Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date

Participants with graduate degree or equivalent - Male 780              442              80                n/a n/a n/a

Participants with graduate degree or equivalent - Female 720              368              47                n/a n/a n/a

Number of enterprises collaborating with learning providers 750              542              75                n/a n/a n/a

Participants with a graduate degree or equivalent gaining a qualification upon leaving at 

Masters (CQFW 7) or Doctoral (CQFW 8) level - Male
63% 82% 0% n/a n/a n/a

Participants with a graduate degree or equivalent gaining a qualification upon leaving at 

Masters (CQFW 7) or Doctoral (CQFW 8) level - Female
63% 79% 0% n/a n/a n/a

Participants with graduate degree or equivalent in employment upon leaving - male 52% 0% 0% n/a n/a n/a

Participants with graduate degree or equivalent in employment upon leaving - female 52% 0% 0% n/a n/a n/a

Number of supported micro small and medium-sized enterprises (including cooperative 

enterprises, enterprises of the social economy)
800              347              117              300              153              50                

Employed including self-employed 4,400           1,407           340              1,500           800              238              

Participants gaining a qualification upon leaving 75% 80% 42% 73% 80% 23%

Supported Enterprises having adopted or improved equality and diversity strategies and 

monitoring systems
50% 80% 47% 50% 80% 28%

Participants with an improved labour market situation upon leaving 40% 40% 0% 40% 40% 0%

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

SO2.4 To improve the position of women in the 

workforce

(SO2.3 East Wales)

East WalesWest Wales and the Valleys

OutputsSpecific Objective

SO2.3 To increase the number of people with 

graduate degrees or equivalent undertaking 

research and innovation activities with 

enterprise
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In the round the position on performance for this priority is very encouraging.  Where 

there are gaps in the outputs committed to beneficiaries there is remaining funding 

available to address them.  To date, over 57,000 participants have already been 

enrolled by approved operations in this Priority.  The apparent shortfall on 

participants gaining qualifications at this point in time across the SOs reflects the 

length of courses undertaken, as in the case of MAs and PhDs, together with the 

timing of the academic year with outcomes expected from July/ August onwards.  

Increasing skills for those with low or no skills (SO2.1): Forecasts are high against 

programme targets, given the relatively low financial commitment to date (average 

54%), and achievements to date are encouraging.  The exception is participants with 

no formal qualifications; this is because it is proving difficult to define what is meant 

by ‘no formal qualifications’.  Some operations are reporting that even very low 

skilled individuals are often presenting with at least some level of prior qualification 

(e.g. an entry level award) which is leading to them reporting fewer participants than 

expected as holding ‘no qualifications’. 

Intermediate and higher level skills (SO2.2): Across Wales all targets and outcomes 

are predicted to be exceeded.  -Encouragingly, the 2018 performance framework 

targets within this SO (which relate to participants with lower secondary education) 

have now been met.  Numbers of participants with upper secondary education, 

particularly females, are also very strong. 

Research and Innovation activity (SO2.3 in WW&V only): Funding has now been 

committed which will support just over 800 participants in this SO (these are 

industrial doctorates and masters studentships).  Whilst we hope to increase the 

number of studentships further, the 1,500 participants originally targeted for this SO  

now appears too high given that activity in this area is limited to the ‘grand challenge’ 

areas of Science for Wales and that outputs (e.g. doctorates) take a number of years 

to achieve.  Encouragingly, the lower level of participants is somewhat mitigated by a 

significantly higher proportion of those participants expected to achieve key 

outcomes. 

Improving the position of women in the workforce (SO2.4 WWV / SO2.3 EW): 

Targets for both programmes are broadly in line with expectations, although the 

proportion of achievements to date is currently higher in the EW programme area. 
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Priority 3: Youth Employment and Attainment 

 
Table 7: EU Grant Commitment by Specific Objective

 
 
 
Table 8: Approvals since the last PMC

 

A further £6.5m ESF has been approved across both programmes since the last 

PMC meeting, taking the Priority commitment to 72% and 75% in WWV and EW 

respectively.  The portfolio of operations focuses on addressing youth unemployment 

and attainment, and for young people either classed as NEET or likely to become 

NEET.  

There have been two new project approvals since the last PMC, including £1.4m 

ESF for the Inspire 2 Work operation in the EW Programme area.  Led by Newport 

CC the operation aims to tackle issues of unemployment for 16-24 year olds and 

progress them towards sustainable employment, and completes the suite of 

operations in the Youth Priority aimed at supporting NEETS, or those at risk of 

becoming NEET, in the South East region.  £5.1m ESF has also been approved for 

the Grŵp Llandrillo Menai led operation ADTRAC, which aims to work with 16-24 

year olds in the North Wales region who are NEET and have multiple barriers 

preventing them from progressing into education or employment.   

WEFO continues to work with beneficiaries developing new operations in order to 

commit remaining funds and address any gaps in provision.  A number of pipeline 

operations are close to approval, including the ADTRAC operation in EW under 

Operations
Indicative 

Allocation
Operations

Indicative 

Allocation

SO3.1: Youth Unemployment 6 £115.0m £97.9m 85% 7 £38.4m £30.4m 79%

SO3.2: Youth attainment & 

Engagement
6 £73.0m £47.1m 64% 3 £12.8m £7.8m 61%

SO3.3: STEM 1 £10.7m £1.7m 15% n/a n/a n/a n/a

SO3.4: Early years 1 £10.5m £4.2m 40% n/a n/a n/a n/a

Total Priority 3 14 £209.2m £150.8m 72% 10 £51.3m £38.2m 75%

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales

Specific Objective

ESF Approved ESF Approved

Total investment ESF Approved Total investment ESF Approved

ADTRAC (Grwp Llandrillo-Menai) £6.8m £5.1m

Inspire2Work (Newport City Council) £2.8m £1.4m

Operations

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales
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SO1, and Cynnydd in EW under SO2, led by Powys CC, which will work with young 

people aged 11-16 at risk of becoming disengaged from education.  WEFO is also 

working with beneficiaries to increase the portfolio of operations delivering STEM 

enrichment activity to young people aged 11-19.   
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Table 9: Progress against indicators 

 

  

Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date
Target

Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date

NEET Participants (16 - 24 years of age) 42,700          48,483          10,242          21,200          27,942          4,757           

NEET Participants (16 - 24 years of age) gaining qualifications upon leaving - 

with primary or lower secondary education
20% 40% 37% 20% 43% 33%

NEET Participants (16 - 24 years of age) in education/training upon leaving 17% 17% 28% 17% 17% 33%

NEET Participants (16 - 24 years of age) entering employment upon leaving 28% 30% 16% 28% 32% 18%

Participants at Risk of becoming NEET (11-24) 49,700          16,064          1,657           13,000          6,236           785              

Participants at risk of becoming NEET (11-24 years of age) gaining 

qualifications upon leaving - with primary (CQFW 1) or lower secondary 

education (CQFW 2)

7% 14% 0% 27% 17% 1%

Participants at risk of becoming NEET(11-24) into education/training upon 

leaving
19% 8% 6% 18% 12% 3%

Participants at Risk of becoming NEET (11-24) at reduced risk of becoming 

NEET upon leaving
- 58% 12% - 59% 8%

Specific Objective Outputs

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales

SO3.1 To reduce the number of 

16-24 year olds who are Not in 

Employment Education or 

Training (NEET)

SO3.2 To reduce the number of 

those at risk of becoming 

NEET, amongst 11-24 year 

olds
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Target
Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date
Target

Project 

Forecast

Achieved to 

date

Young People 11 -19 years of age - Male 8,400           2,160           1,421           n/a n/a n/a

Young People 11 -19 years of age - Female 15,000          2,830           1,716           n/a n/a n/a

Young People 11-19 years of age completing training in maths Science 

Engineering and Technology - Male
55% 63% 24% n/a n/a n/a

Young People 11-19 years of age completing training in maths Science 

Engineering and Technology - Female
55% 34% 11% n/a n/a n/a

11-19 years of age participants who continue to study a Maths Science 

Engineering and Technology subject post 16 - Male
45% 16% 0% n/a n/a n/a

11-19 years of age participants who continue to study a Maths Science 

Engineering and Technology subject post 16 - Female
45% 4% 0% n/a n/a n/a

Employed including self-employed Participants from early years and 

childcare sector - male
300              73                -               n/a n/a n/a

Employed including self-employed Participants from early years and 

childcare sector - female
2,700           1,370           -               n/a n/a n/a

Employed including self employed Participants from early years and 

childcare sector gaining qualifications upon leaving - Male
77% 77% 0% n/a n/a n/a

Employed including self employed Participants from early years and 

childcare sector gaining qualifications upon leaving - Female
77% 76% 0% n/a n/a n/a

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

SO3.4 To increase the skills of 

the Early Years and Childcare 

workforce

Specific Objective Outputs

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales

SO3.3 To increase the take up 

of and attainment levels in 

STEM subjects amongst 11-19 

year olds
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There continues to be positive progress with the achievement against indicators, with 

over 19,000 participants engaged to date within the priority.   

Reducing NEET (SO3.1): Overall the performance to date is positive and forecasts 

indicate the priority will achieve its aim of 28% into employment.  There has been a 

significant increase in the number of participants gaining qualifications, largely due to 

a high number of participants successfully exiting the Traineeship operations with 

qualifications.  WEFO are currently considering the final target for this indicator given 

the demand for qualifications in order to progress the cohort into employment or 

education/training.  

At risk of NEET (SO3.2):  Delivery of activity is progressing well and project 

performance information to date suggests that the operations are successfully 

targeting those most at risk of becoming NEET with multiple and complex barriers to 

engaging with education.  Engagement and delivery of interventions to this cohort is 

however taking longer than anticipated.  WEFO is working with the operation leads 

to explore the feasibility of increasing the intensity and effectiveness of support for 

participants.  The overall targets in this area will be considered as part of the 

proposed programme modifications. 

Take up of STEM subjects (SO3.3. WWV only): Progression against outputs 

continues to improve and as project activity intensifies achievement against some of 

the results is now showing.  Low reporting against the continuing study of STEM 

subjects post 16 is largely down to timing, and it is understood that evidence for 

achievement against this will be available from schools and colleges in September.  

WEFO continues to work with leads of pipeline operations and expects achievement 

against indicators increase accordingly over the next twelve months.          

Early Years Childcare Workforce (SO3.4 WWV only): Delivery of activity is 

underway, but no indicators have been claimed to date.  Performance management 

information from the operation lead shows nearly 250 participants have been 

engaged, with qualifications taking around 16 months to complete.      
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Priority 4: Technical Assistance 
 

Table 10: EU Grant Commitment 

 

Approvals since the last PMC 

No approvals since previous PMC. 

Four Regional Engagement Teams have been set up to help improve the way we 

deliver and manage the European Structural Funds programmes 2014-2020. They 

are based in North Wales, Mid Wales, Swansea Bay and South East Wales. 

They are adding value to WEFO’s delivery and management of the programmes by 

ensuring the regional integration of delivery.  They are also contributing to the move 

towards a more strategic delivery model with a clearer framework for economic 

prioritisation by ensuring regional alignment and coherence of operations.  One of 

the key functions of the teams is facilitating the regional proofing of proposed 

operations in order to provide a regional view to WEFO on the regional strategic fit of 

all proposed operations with relevant strategies and wider interventions and 

activities, and, on occasion, to facilitate the regional prioritisation of some proposed 

operations as requested by WEFO (for example, for ERDF Specific Objective 4.4).  

The teams are also working with the Regional Skills Partnerships in relation to 

regional proofing and engagement on ESF operations. 

All TA operations have now been approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operations
Indicative 

Allocation
Operations

Indicative 

Allocation

Total Priority 4 6 £13.7m £14.9m 109% 5 £3.5m £2.8m 82%

Source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

ESF Approved ESF Approved

West Wales and the Valleys East Wales
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Section 1: WGRC-RDP Programme: Commitment 

Table 1 shows spend to date, the amount of EU Grant committed under the WGRC-

RDP2014-2020, along with the potential EU Grant committed if those applications 

invited under EOI rounds and full applications under assessment are taken forward.  

Table 1: Allocation, Spend & Commitment  

 

Overall Programme Update 

The WGRC-RDP2014-2020 continues to make good progress since its approval on 

28 May 2015.   

There is an EC requirement that applications to 2014-2020 Rural Programme are not 

selected on a first past the post system. To meet this requirement schemes under 

the WGRC-RDP2014-2020 will open and close for applications periodically through 

the life of the programme, dependent upon available programme financial 

allocations.  

Exceptions to this include Farming Connect and The Rural Business Advisory 

Scheme, which are delivered through procured activity; LEADER; Technical 

Assistance and strategic direct applications. 

Including approvals and EOI rounds a total of £787.25m has been committed, of 

which £521m EU funding.  Post modification the allocation for the Programme will be 

amended to £774.35m of which £519.62m EAFRD, taking the revised future 

Programme allocation into account gives a commitment value of just over 100%.  

Sections of the Programme are further advanced in delivery and project approvals 

than others; this is to be expected given the wide range of activities which can be 

supported through the programme and the current stage of programme delivery.  

Overall Programme spend to date is £84.14m with £61.36m EAFRD.  These values 

will further increase as applications under appraisal are approved. 

For the socio-economic schemes within the programme, a total of 454 successful 

EOIs and 118 direct applications have been invited to submit a full application.  To 

date, 357 (EOI & direct) applications have been received.  A total of 157 (EOI & 

direct application) operations have been approved with an overall allocation,  

Table 1: Allocation, Spend & Commitment

TOTAL EAFRD TOTAL EAFRD TOTAL EAFRD

£957.00 £557.00 £84.14 £61.36 £787.25 £520.88

source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

 Allocation £'m  Spend £'m Commitment £'m
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including LEADER and direct applications of £129.2m. This will further increase over 

the coming months as a result of recent EOI windows.  

Indicator progress 

At this stage in programme delivery, it is not possible to provide forecasts against 

indicators for all Measures / Focus Areas.   Approved target values1 have been 

provided by Focus Area even where forecast data is not yet available. 

The variances in reporting forecast and actuals against indicators targets for the 

programme is due to the differences in delivery for the land based and socio 

economic aspects of the programme.  For those output targets not yet forecast, data 

should become available in the coming months, following the outcomes and 

approvals from EOI windows. Close monitoring of approved operations and 

agreements will be needed to ensure expected outcomes are delivered.   

 

  

                                                             
1
 Target values will be amended once the first programme modification has been accepted and approved by 

the European Commission. 
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Section 2: Progress by Priority Axis 

Priority 1: Fostering knowledge transfer and innovation in agriculture, forestry 

and rural areas  

Table 2: Progress against indicators 

 

Knowledge Transfer, Innovation and Advisory Services - Measures 1 & 2 

Overview 

The contracts for the programme, known as Farming Connect, commenced on 1 

October 2015, coinciding with the end of the previous service. The Knowledge 

Transfer Programme and the Advisory Service is delivered by Menter a Busnes. 

Lantra Wales leads on the delivery of the Lifelong Learning and Development 

Programme.  Eligibility for the programme has broadened to enable more 

businesses and persons engaged in the agricultural and forestry sectors to 

participate. 

Knowledge Transfer Programme:  activity will focus on improving environmental 

performance, production efficiency, profitability, and increasing business focused 

behaviour and attitudes through positive management practices.  As part of the 

Knowledge Transfer Programme, a new, pan Wales Demonstration network has 

been set up, incorporating: 

- Innovation sites, based in leading agri-academic sites within Wales.  

- Demonstration Sites, a network of long term sites looking at the integration of 

new technology and/or new approaches to management; raising standards of 

on-farm efficiency; decreasing inputs, increasing outputs; profitability.  

- Focus sites, which demonstrate ‘one-off’ projects or trials on a wide range of 

topics. 

 
 

Focus Area Measure Outputs Target Forecast

1 Total public expenditure  (£'m) £50m £82.3m

2 Total public expenditure  (£'m) £13.07m £11.5m

16 Total public expenditure  (£'m) £71.8m £1.7m

16.1 Nr of EIP operational groups to be 

supported (establishment and 

operation)

45 45

16.2 to 

16.9

Nr of other cooperation operations 

(groups, networks/clusters, pilot 

projects…) (16.2 to 16.9)

1,102 0

FA 1(c) Fostering lifelong 

learning and vocational 

training in the agricultural and 

forestry sectors 

1.1  Nr of participants in trainings 13,000 13,000

source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

FA 1(a) Fostering innovation 

and the knowledge base in 

rural areas 

FA 1(b) Strengthening the 

links between agriculture and 

forestry and research 

innovation 
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The demonstration network consists of 8 Innovation sites, 12 Demonstration Farms 

and 68 Focus sites.  Various projects are taking place on the sites for example 

cross-sector farms have been selected to take part in the ‘Welsh Pasture Project’ 

which will measure and monitor weekly grass growth rates.  Each farm will use a 

plate meter to collect measurements and will also take monthly samples for quality 

analysis.  The farms will all measure the growth and quantity of available Dry Matter 

and they will identify and compare different ways of managing grass.  

One to one Mentoring 

This initiative has been developed to provide farmers and foresters with access to 

guidance and advice from their peers.  The initiative has been designed to benefit 

new entrants, businesses considering a significant strategic change in direction and 

individuals looking to exit the industry who are considering share/contract farming 

possibilities.  To date, 56 mentees have accessed the support on topics ranging from 

advice on grassland management, establishing an organic dairy enterprise and 

setting up a soft fruit farm. 

Lifelong Learning and Development Programme: the aim is to deliver a more 

professional farming and forestry industry and will be delivered through a 

combination of direct training and on line e-learning provision.   To date 2,502 

beneficiaries have received approval for accredited training since October 2015.  23 

e-learning modules are available and 41 individuals have completed e-learning to 

date. E-learning topics range from health & safety, farm finance and farm liver fluke 

management. 

Advisory Service: The advisory service provides independent, bespoke, one to one 

and group advice to improve the sustainable management and the economic and 

environmental performance of farming and forestry businesses operating in rural 

areas. 

To date 619 one-to-one applications have been approved for the service since 

December 2016 and 58 groups)  

EIP-AGRI – Wales: EIP Wales was launched in January 2016 and applications 

continue to be invited from those interested in solving problems common to their 

Group. Groups are supported by the Farming Connect Knowledge Exchange Hub, a 

collaboration between Farming Connect and IBERS, Aberystwyth University.   

The Hub assists the Groups by undertaking background literature searches into their 
proposed topic to gain a better understanding of what is already known about the 
topic and to inform the project of any gaps in the information that may need to be 
investigated.  The Hub also provides support and guidance on project designs and 
will work with the Groups throughout the lifetime of the projects to assist with the 
project outcomes and dissemination. If the project satisfies the requirements it is 
referred on to the Welsh Government who will invite the group to submit a full 
application. 
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The Operational Groups are also able to seek support from an Innovation Broker. 

The Innovation Brokers are fully funded via the Farming Connect Advisory Service 

and provide guidance and support to the Operational Group throughout the 

application process.  To date, Welsh Government has received 18 referrals and 4 full 

applications have been received.  No projects have been approved as yet. 

 

Venture: Venture is designed to help match farmers and landowners who are looking 

to step back from the industry with new entrants looking for a way into farming. It 

guides people on both sides through the key steps required to find a potential 

business partner. An integrated package of training, mentoring, specialist advice and 

business support will equip participants with the skills, knowledge and confidence 

needed to help them achieve their goals. 

To date 85 new entrants and 55 established farmers have expressed an interest in 

the programme. 

Individuals who have found potential business partners are now proceeding to apply 

for group advice through the advisory service and further legal guidance where 

necessary. We have identified 26 potential matches at this stage all of which are at 

various stages in the Venture process.  
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Priority 2: Enhancing farm viability and competitiveness of all types of 

agriculture in all regions and promoting innovative farm technologies and the 

sustainable management of forests  

 Table 3: Progress against indicators 

 
 
Focus Area 2a 

To date 76 successful EOIs have been invited to submit full applications under 

Priority 2 (Focus Area 2a) Sustainable Production Grant (SPG), 4 have been 

withdrawn, leaving a total grant commitment of £13.4m. 

Of these  

 43 full applications are in appraisal, totalling a grant commitment of £6.5m 

 13 have yet to be submitted, representing a grant commitment of £3m 

 16 have been approved, with a total grant value of £3.13m, of which 14 have 

accepted (£2.8m) 

 4 have been withdrawn/rejected, a grant value of £0.81m 

Eleven direct applicants have been invited to submit full applications, totalling a grant 

commitment of £32.1m. Of these 9 are in appraisal, with a grant commitment of 

£31.9m. 

Full applications are submitted up to the funding window closing date and are 

processed as they are received.  Future reports to the PMC will show progress to 

date on spend and indicators of these full applications. 

 

Focus Area Measure Outputs Target Forecast

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Nr of participants in trainings 8,560 10,010

1.1 Number of training days given 16,160 8,008

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Total public for training/skills 

(£'m)

£3.7m £3.2m

1.2 Nr of demonstration operations / information actions 

supported

20 1,395

1.3 Nr of farm exchanges operations supported 10 39

1.1 -1.3 Total public expenditure (trainings, farm exchanges, 

demonstration) (£'m)

£34.8m £42.7m

2.1 Nr of beneficiaries advised 5,160 2,963 

2.3 Nbr of advisor trained 110 260 

2.1 - 2.3 Total public expenditure (£'m) £6.6m £8.5m

4.1 Nr of holdings supported for investment in agricultural 

holdings

2,431 0 

4.1 Total public expenditure (£'m) £57.6m £0.0m

4.3 Total public expenditure for investments in infrastructure 

(£'m)

£1.8m £0.0m

4 Total investment (public + private) (£'m) £148.4m £0.0m

4 Total public expenditure (£'m) £59.4m £0.0m

16 Total public expenditure  (£'m) £0.4m £0.3m

source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

FA 2(a) Facilitating 

restructuring of farms 

facing major structural 

problems, notably 

farms with a low 

degree of market 

participation, market-

oriented farms in 

particular sectors and 

farms in need of 

agricultural 

diversification 
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At present indicator data is not captured prior to the operation’s delivery profile being 

completed.  Work is ongoing to capture this data when the full application is 

submitted. 

The Sustainable Production Grant (SPG) scheme under Measure 4.1 provides 

capital investment support to help farmers improve the economic and environmental 

performance of their agricultural holding in line with the Welsh Government’s and 

agriculture industry in Wales’ vision for more sustainable, profitable and resilient farm 

businesses.  Grants represent a 40% contribution and can range from a minimum of 

£16k to a maximum of £400k to increase on-farm investment, production and 

resource efficiencies to improve technical performance. 

To date, three rounds of SPG have been run, the first for a budget of £2.0m with 172 

received and 12 beneficiaries invited to submit a full application and the second for 

£6.0m with 172 EOIs received and  39 beneficiaries.  The third round, also for £6.0m 

received 152 EOIs, of which 30 were invited to the second stage of the application 

process.    . 

Payments totalling grant value of £0.33m have been paid to  four beneficiaries. 
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Priority 3: Promoting food chain organisation and risk management in 

agriculture 

Table 4: Progress against indicators 

 
 
Focus Area 3a 

To date 109 successful EOIs have been invited to submit full applications under 

Priority 3 (Focus Area 3a) of the Programme.  

Of these 64 full applications are in appraisal or have been approved and 32 have yet 

to be submitted, representing a total grant commitment of £40.3m of which: 

 Cooperation & Supply Chain Development Scheme: 2 applications are under 

appraisal (£0.92m); 14 applications have been approved (£4.1m); 6 have 

been rejected (£1.4m); 

 Food Business Investment Scheme: 23 applications are under appraisal 

(£11.2m); 25 applications have been approved (£22.8m), of which 24 have 

accepted (£22.3m); 32 applications have yet to be received (£1.3m) and 7 

have been rejected (£1.02m); 

 

Five direct applicants have submitted full applications for the Knowledge Transfer & 
Innovation Scheme under Measure 1.1. Four have been approved, with a total grant 
commitment of £22.2m. 

Focus Area Measure Outputs Target Forecast

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Nr of participants in trainings 1,000 650

1.1 Number of training days given 1,000 520

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Total public for training/skills 

(£'m)

£0.2m £0.2m

1.2 Nr of demonstration operations / information actions 

supported

15 91

1.1 -1.3 Total public expenditure € (trainings, farm exchanges, 

demonstration) (£'m)

£2.3m £2.8m

2.1 Nr of beneficiaries advised 600 303

2.3 Nbr of advisor trained 110 27

2.1 - 2.3 Total public expenditure (£'m) £0.8m £0.9m

4.1 + 4.2 Nr of operations supported for investment (e.g. in 

agricultural holdings, in processing and marketing of ag. 

products) (4.1 and 4.2)

120 0

4 Total investment (public + private) (£'m) £99.5m £0.0m

4 Total public expenditure (£'m) £40.0m £0.0m

16.4 Nr of agricultural holdings participating in 

cooperation/local promotion among supply chain actors 

(16.4)

165 0

16 Number of cooperation operations supported (non EIP) 80 0

16 Total public expenditure (£'m) £22.2m £0.1m

source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

FA 3(a) Better 

integrating primary 

producers into the 

food chain through 

quality schemes, 

promotion in local 

markets and short 

supply circuits, 

producer groups and 

inter-branch 

organisations 
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Full applications are submitted up to the funding window closing date and are 

processed as they are received.  Future reports will show progress to date on spend 

and indicators of these full applications. 

At present indicator data is not captured prior to the operation’s delivery profile being 

completed. Work is ongoing to capture this data when the full application is 

submitted.  
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Priority 4: Restoring, preserving and enhancing ecosystems dependent on 

agriculture and forestry   

Table 5: Progress against indicators 

 

 

 

Priority Measure Outputs Target Forecast

Achieved to 

date

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Nr of participants in trainings 995 1,040 0

1.1 Number of training days given 1,911 832 0

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Total public for training/skills 

(£'m)

£0.4m £0.3m £0.0m

1.2 Nr of demonstration operations / information actions 

supported

55 145 0

1.3 Nr of farm exchanges operations supported 14 4 0

1.1 -1.3 Total public expenditure € (trainings, farm exchanges, 

demonstration) (£'m)

£4.2m £4.4m £0.0m

2.1 Nr of beneficiaries advised 1,330 758 0 

2.3 Nbr of advisor trained 114 67 0 

2.1 - 2.3 Total public expenditure (£'m) £2.0m £2.2m £0.0m

4.4 Nr of operations of support for non productive investment 

(4.4)

16,425 9,453 99 

4 Total investment (public + private) (£'m) £169.5m £107.0m £0.4m

4 Total public expenditure (£'m) £169.5m £107.0m £0.4m

8.1 Area (ha) to be afforested (establishment only- 8.1) 2,160 2,000 435 

8.1 Total public expenditure (8.1) (£'m) £11.5m £10.6m £1.8m

8.2 Area (ha) to be established in agro-forestry systems (8.2) 147 50 1 

8.2 Total public expenditure (8.2) (£'m) £0.4m £0.2m £0.0m

10.1 Total Area (ha) under agri-environment-climate (10.1)

10.1 Physical Area (ha) under agri-environment-climate (10.1) 688,000 528,010 676,469 

10.1 Number of contracts supported 11,585 7,338 6,877 

10.1 Total public  expenditure (10.1+10.2) (£'m) £243.4m £230.1m £28.2m

11.1 Number of holdings supported 400 201 147 

11.1 Area (ha) convertion to organic farming 48,000 11,153 15,018 

11.2 Number of holdings supported 600 341 446 

11.2 Area (ha) maintainance of organic farming 72,000 57,287 57,544 

11 Total public  expenditure (£'m) £44.0m £21.2m £3.9m

16 Number of cooperation operations supported (non EIP) 30 0 0 

16 Total public expenditure (£'m) £8.4m £0.4m £0.0m

source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

Priority 4: Restoring, 

preserving and 

enhancing 

ecosystems related 

to agriculture and 

forestry (agricultural 

land)
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The update for this Priority focusses on progress under Glastir to date. It should be 

noted that the narrative here also addresses Focus Areas 5d and 5e of Priority 5.  

Further detail is given below. 

Glastir addresses the following focus areas: 

 Glastir Entry, Advanced and Small Grants- focus areas 4a, 4b, 5d and 5e. 

 Glastir Commons - Focus Area 4a.  

 Glastir Organic - Focus Area 4c.   

 Glastir Woodland Creation - all of the Priority 4 Focus Areas and Focus Area 

5e.   

 Glastir Woodland Management and Restoration - Focus Areas 4a and 5e.  

 
Measure 10.1 includes Glastir Entry, Advanced and Commons.  It also includes 

multi-annual, area-based payments for existing farm woodlands in Glastir Woodland 

Management and has seen total expenditure of £51.2m. In the previous report, a 

total of 7,338 contracts and an area of 528,010ha were reported as achieved.  It 

should be noted these figures were errantly included and are the forecast figure.  

The actual number of contracts under M.10.1 stands at 6,877 covering an area of 

676,469ha.   

Glastir Entry has achieved a total of 4,603 contracts (again, the previously reported 

figure was the forecast figure), amounting to a total area of 543,496ha against a 

forecast area of 548,750ha.  No further Entry contract offers will be made, as the  

Priority Measure Outputs Target Forecast

Achieved to 

date

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Nr of participants in trainings 105 130 0

1.1 Number of training days given 189 104 0

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Total public for training/skills 

(£'m)

£0.04m £0.04m £0.00m

1.2 Nr of demonstration operations / information actions 

supported

5 18 0

1.3 Nr of farm exchanges operations supported 1 1 0

1.1 -1.3 Total public expenditure € (trainings, farm exchanges, 

demonstration) (£'m)

£0.4m £0.4m £0.0m

2.1 Nr of beneficiaries advised 70 51 0

2.3 Nbr of advisor trained 6 4 0

2.1 - 2.3 Total public expenditure (£'m) £0.1m £0.1m £0.0m

8.3 Nr of beneficiaries for preventive actions (8.3) 0.25 0 0

8.3 Area supported (ha) 76,000 0 0

8.3 Total public expenditure (£'m) £0.3m £0.0m £0.0m

8.4 Nr of beneficiaries supported 55 0 47

8.4 Area supported (ha) 530 0 358

8.4 Total public expenditure (£'m) £1.2m £0.0m £0.8m

8.5 Nr of operations (investments improving resilience and 

value of forest ecosystems) (8.5)

1,745 501 129

8.5 Areas concerned by investments improving resilience 

and environmental value of forest ecosystems (8.5)

32,850 7,000 335

8.5 Total public expenditure (£'m) £15.1m £5.6m £0.3m

15.1 Number of contracts supported 70 0 0

15.1 Areas under forest environment contract 700 0 0

15.1 Total public expenditure (£'m) £0.3m £0.0m £0.0m

16 Number of cooperation operations supported (non EIP) 215 0 0

16 total public expenditure (£'m) £4.6m £0.1m £0.0m

source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

Priority 4: Restoring, 

preserving and 

enhancing 

ecosystems related 

to agriculture and 

forestry (forest area)
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Welsh Government considers that more targeted interventions, such as those in 

Glastir Advanced and, now, Glastir Small Grants are more appropriate to achieve its 

objectives.  Glastir Entry participants whose contracts end in December will have the 

opportunity to apply to Glastir Small Grants, a capital scheme funded through 

Measure 4.4 that addresses Priority 4 Focus Areas 4a and 4b, as well as Priority 5 

Focus Areas 5d and 5e.  

The Welsh Government still intends to extend Glastir Entry contracts that underpin 

Glastir Advanced contracts to finish at the same time.  This would see some Glastir 

Entry contracts extended by between 1 and 3 years. 

Glastir Advanced now comprises 2,082 contracts, of which 495 are stand-alone 

contracts, 1,508 contracts underpinned by Glastir Entry and a further 79 contracts in 

Glastir Commons.  Expenditure under this RDP has been £13.9m for Measure 4.4 

and £16.9m for Measure 10.1.   

An EOI window for applications for Glastir Advanced 2018 contracts opened on 28 

February and closed on 31 March 2017. The forecast value for the Glastir Advanced 

2018 EOI window is £18.360m.  380 EOIs have been selected to receive Contract 

Manager Visits during the remainder of this year, with a further 80 on the reserve list. 

Glastir Commons is now closed and amounts to 197 contracts covering 119,069ha 

of land.  Total expenditure under this RDP has been £5.1m for Measure 10.1.  All 

eligible contracts will be offered an extension to 2019, to allow time for Grazing 

Associations to explore other funding mechanisms, such as the Sustainable 

Management Scheme or payment for ecosystem services prospectuses. 

Measure 11 - Glastir Organic supports farmers to convert to (Measure 11.1) or 

maintain (Measure 11.2) organic farming practices.  After three rounds of Glastir 

Organic applications, 147 contracts, against a forecast of 201 and a target of 400, to 

convert and 446 contracts, against a forecast of 341 and a target of 600, to maintain 

organic farming practices have been achieved, covering an area of 72,562ha 

(15,018ha for Measure 11.1 and 57,544 ha for Measure 11.2).    The third application 

round for Glastir Organic, with a budget of £1.5m, closed on 4 November 2016, with 

153 EOIs submitted, covering an area of 16,628ha to a value of £6,217,964 and, as 

such, a selection process was undertaken to remain within the allocated budget. 

Total expenditure paid to support Glastir Organic farmers to date is £7.7.4m.  

Measure 8.1 & 8.2 - Glastir Woodland Creation has seen the establishment of 

436ha of new woodland creation.  The majority has been established under Measure 

8.1 – Afforestation and creation of woodland, with only 1ha under Measure 8.2 – 

Agro-forestry.  Total expenditure to date has been £1.87m of which £0.56m is 

attributed to Focus Area 5e.  First claims for maintenance and income foregone will 

not be made until SAF2017.  A third round for GWC, with a budget of £1.7m, was  
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opened on 30 August and closed on 14 October, where 95 EOIs were received with 

a total planting area of 787.45ha submitted and a capital value of £2.8m.  A selection 

process was undertaken to remain within the allocated budget and 66 EOIs were 

invited to submit woodland creation plans. 

A fourth GWC round commenced 20 March and closed on 1 May.  Initial, but un-

validated, indications show 103 EOIs were received for 1,224ha of new woodland 

planting with a planting capital value of over £4m.  This will, highly likely, require a 

selection process to be run to ensure the budget for the scheme is not exceeded. 

Measure 8.5 - Glastir Woodland Management includes only legacy contracts from 

the previous RDP and is paid through Measure 8.5 for capital payments and 

Measure 10.1 for multi-annual, area-based payments.  Presently, there are 268 

extant contracts, with expenditure under this RDP amounting to £2.08m for Measure 

8.5. 

Measure 8.4 – Glastir Woodland Restoration supports the re-stocking of larch 

woodlands that have been infected or threatened by the fungal pathogen 

Phytophthora ramorum and has seen four rounds of expression of interest windows 

under this RDP.  To date, expenditure has been £0.87m under the first two windows, 

giving an area of 317ha of woodland undergoing restoration and a further 230ha of 

planting approved for completion by April 2017.  A further window is planned for 

Glastir Woodland Restoration in June 2017 with budget of £1.0m.  The fourth round 

for GWR, with a budget of £1m, opened on 30 August and closed on 30 September 

2016.  23 EOIs were received with a total re-stocking area of 122.61ha submitted 

and a capital value of £289k.  This low figure could be attributed to current restrictive 

GWR rules for Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS).  For the next round 

of GWR, a management planning grant will be offered to enable the condition of a 

PAWS to be expertly ascertained and a re-stock mixture applied that is dependant 

on the site’s ability to recover, rather than where it is located, which should 

encourage more woodland managers to apply. 

Measure 2 – Advisory support.  Under this programme, Glastir intends to use 

advisory support to have water management plans carried out and woodland plans 

verified against the UK Forestry Standard by Natural Resources Wales (NRW).  It 

also needs to use the expertise of Wales’ archaeological trusts to give Contract 

Managers advice on the most suitable management for Glastir Advanced contracts.  

To date, no funding has been awarded. 

Furthermore, the report of the Glastir Advanced Independent Evaluation panel made 

a number of recommendations including Contract Managers need more high quality 

guidance, support and training and Contracts need more follow up visits and advice.  

To this end, the Welsh Government began procuring a service that could fulfil the 

remit of these recommendations.  Given the current uncertain situation regarding  
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future funding and to ensure there is no further lag in the delivery of this important 

strand of advisory provision, the Welsh Government has decided to use the Glastir 

Advanced Contract Manager resource to carry out servicing visits.   Options for the 

provision and procurement of specialist advice to contract managers are still being 

considered. 

This Priority also covers Focus Area P4, Sustainable Management Scheme (SMS) 

and European Innovation Partnership (EIP).  To date 24 successful EOIs have been 

invited to submit full applications to the Sustainable Management Scheme, a total 

grant commitment of £11.1m.  Nineteen full applications have been invited to submit 

under the European Innovation Partnership. Total grant commitment is not yet 

available for EIP. 
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Priority 5: Promoting resource efficiency and supporting the shift towards a 

low carbon and climate resilient economy in agriculture, food and forestry 

sectors 

Table 6: Progress against indicators 

 

Focus Area Measure Outputs Target Forecast

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Nr of participants in trainings 64 260

1.1 Number of training days given 124 208

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Total public for training/skills 

(£'m)

£0.02m £0.08m

1.2 Nr of demonstration operations / information actions 

supported

20 36

1.3 Nr of farm exchanges operations supported 5 1

1.1 -1.3 Total public expenditure (trainings, farm exchanges, 

demonstration) (£'m)

£0.26m £1.11

2.1 Nr of beneficiaries advised 98 83

2.3 Nbr of advisor trained 2 7

2.1 - 2.3 Total public expenditure (£'m) £0.21m £0.24m

4.1, 4.2 

& 4.3

Nr of operations s supported  for investment (in 

agricultural holdings, in processing and marketing of ag. 

286 0

4 Total investment (public + private) (£'m) £16.9m £0.0m

4 Total public expenditure (£'m) £6.8m £0.0m

16 Number of cooperation operations supported (non EIP) 20 0

16 total public expenditure (£'m) £5.2m £0.2m

source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

FA 5(b) Increasing 

efficiency in energy 

use in agriculture and 

food processing 
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Focus Area Measure Outputs Target Forecast

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Nr of participants in trainings 68 260

1.1 Number of training days given 128 208

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Total public for training/skills 

(£'m)

£0.03m £0.08m

1.2 Nr of demonstration operations / information actions 

supported

20 36

1.3 Nr of farm exchanges operations supported 5 1

1.1 -1.3 Total public expenditure (trainings, farm exchanges, 

demonstration) (£'m)

£0.3m £1.11m

2.1 Nr of beneficiaries advised 98 66

2.3 Nbr of advisor trained 2 6

2.1 - 2.3 Total public expenditure (£'m) £0.17m £0.19m

4.1 + 4.3 Nr of operations supported  for investment (4.1, 4.3) 187 0

4 Total investment (public + private) (£'m) £4.0m £0.0m

4 Total public expenditure (£'m) £1.6m £0.0m

7.2 Nr of operations supported for investments of small scale 

infrastructure, incl. investments in renewable energy and 

energy saving (7.2)

197 0

7 Total investment (public + private) (£'m) £19.6m £0.0m

7 Total public expenditure (£'m) £16.3m £0.0m

8.5 Nr of operations (investments improving resilience and 

value of forest ecosystems) (8.5)

25 0

8.5 Areas concerned by investments improving resilience 

and environmental value of forest ecosystems

1,870 0

8.5 Total public expenditure (£'m) £0.04m £0.00m

8.6 Nr of operations for investments in forestry technology 

and primary processing/marketing (8.6)

250 0

8.6 Total investment (public + private) (8.6) (£'m) £19.3m £0.0m

8.6 Total public expenditure (£'m) £8.2m £0.0m

16 Number of cooperation operations supported (non EIP) 135 0

16 total public expenditure (£'m) £12.3m £0.1m

source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

FA 5(c) Facilitating the 

supply and use of 

renewable sources of 

energy, of by-products, 

wastes, residues and 

other non-food raw 

material for purposes 

of the bio-economy 

Focus Area Measure Outputs Target Forecast

Achieved 

to date

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Nr of participants in trainings 884 260 0

1.1 Number of training days given 1,684 208 0

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Total public for training/skills 

(£'m)

£0.34m £0.08m £0.0m

1.2 Nr of demonstration operations / information actions 

supported

20 36 0

1.3 Nr of farm exchanges operations supported 5 1 0

1.1 -1.3 Total public expenditure (trainings, farm exchanges, 

demonstration) (£'m)

£3.7m £1.1m £0.0m

2.1 Nr of beneficiaries advised 1,120 588 0

2.3 Nbr of advisor trained 2 52 0

2.1 - 2.3 Total public expenditure (£'m) £1.5m £1.7m £0.0m

4.1, 4.3 

& 4.4

Nr of operations supported for investment (e.g. manure 

storage, manure treatment) (4.1, 4,4 and 4.3)

143 150 7

4 Total investment (public + private) (£'m) £8.5m £0.09m £0.0m

4 Total public expenditure (£'m) £3.4m £0.09m £0.0m

10.1 Area (ha) (e.g. green cover, catch crop, reduced 

fertilisation, extensification…)

199,766 59,807 0

10.1 Total public expenditure (£'m) £17.9m £11.67m £0.0m

16 Number of cooperation operations supported (non EIP) 20 0 0

16 total public expenditure (£'m) £5.2m £0.2m £0.0m

source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

FA 5(d) Reducing 

nitrous oxide and 

methane emissions 

from agriculture 
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Focus Area 5c 

To date  six successful EOIs have been invited to submit full applications under 

Priority 5 (Focus Area 5c), a total grant commitment of £0.57m. Of these  one full 

application is in appraisal,  four have yet to be submitted and one has since been 

rejected. 

Full applications are submitted up to the funding window closing date and are 

processed as they are received.  Future reports will show progress to date on spend 

and indicators of these full applications. 

At present indicator data is not captured prior to the operation’s delivery profile being 

completed. Work is ongoing to capture this data when the full application is 

submitted. 

Progress for the Glastir schemes delivering under Priority 5 (Focus Areas 5d & 5e) 

can be found under the Priority 4 update.  

Focus Area Measure Outputs Target Forecast

Achieved 

to date

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Nr of participants in trainings 84 260 0

1.1 Number of training days given 164 208 0

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Total public for training/skills 

(£'m)

£0.03m £0.08m £0.0m

1.2 Nr of demonstration operations / information actions 

supported

20 36 0

1.3 Nr of farm exchanges operations supported 5 1 0

1.1 -1.3 Total public expenditure (trainings, farm exchanges, 

demonstration) (£'m)

£0.3m £1.1m £0.0m

2.1 Nr of beneficiaries advised 84 76 0

2.3 Nbr of advisor trained 2 7 0

2.1 - 2.3 Total public expenditure (£'m) £0.20 £0.22 £0.0m

4.4 Nr of operations of support for non productive investment 

(4.4)

5,090.00 151.00 0.00

4 Total investment (public + private) (£'m) £3.6m £0.36m £0.0m

4 Total public expenditure (£'m) £1.3m £0.36m £0.0m

8.1 Area (ha) to be afforested (establishment only- 8.1) 1,440 832 19

8.1 Total public expenditure (8.1) (£'m) £7.66m  £4.43m  £0.08m 

8.2 Area (ha) to be established in agro-forestry systems (8.2) 147 50 1

8.2 Total public expenditure (8.2) (£'m) £0.4m £0.20m £0.002m

8.3 Nr of beneficiaries for preventive actions 1 0 0

8.3 Area supported (ha) 225,000 0 0

8.3 Total public expenditure (8.3) (£'m) £0.78m £0.0m £0.0m

8.4 Nr of beneficiaries supported 160 184 0

8.4 Area supported (ha) 1,591 1,781 0

8.4 Total public expenditure (8.4) (£'m) £3.7m £4.02m £0.75m

8.5 Nr of operations (investments improving resilience and 

value of forest ecosystems) (8.5)

1,850 393 30

8.5 Areas concerned by investments improving resilience 

and environmental value of forest ecosystems

22,000 3,000 0

8.5 Total public expenditure (8.5) (£'m) £10.0m £2.72m £0.0m

10.1 Physical Area (ha) under agri-environment-climate for 

carbon sequestration

585 1,140 0

10.1 Total public expenditure (£'m) £2.2m £1.06m £0.0m

16 Number of cooperation operations supported (non EIP) 220 0 0

16 total public expenditure (£'m) £5.5m £0.2m £0.0m

source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

FA 5(e) Fostering 

carbon sequestration 

in agriculture and 

forestry 
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Priority 6: Promoting social inclusion poverty reduction and economic 

development in rural areas 

Table 7: Progress against indicators 

 
 
Focus Area 6a 

To date 21 successful EOIs have been invited to submit full applications under 

Focus Area 6a, a total grant commitment of £2m. 

Of these  

 11 full applications are in appraisal and 6 have yet to be submitted, 

representing a grant commitment of £1.7m. 

 3 have been approved, with a total grant value of £0.22m. 

 1, with a grant value of £0.11m, has been rejected 

Two direct applicants have been invited to submit full applications, totalling a grant 

commitment of £7.2m. 

Of these one has been approved, with a total grant value of £10m. 

 

Focus Area Measure Outputs Target Forecast

2.1 Nr of beneficiaries advised 336 168

2.3 Nbr of advisor trained 5 15

2.1 - 2.3 Total public expenditure (£'m) £0.4m £0.5m

4 Total investment  (public + private) (£'m) £2.1m £0.0m

4 Total public expenditure (£'m) £0.9m £0.0m

6.2 + 6.4 Nr of  beneficiaries (holdings) receiving start up 

aid/support for investment in non-agric activities in rural 

140 0

6 Total investment (public + private) (£'m) £27.5m £0.0m

6 Total public expenditure (£'m) £15.0m £0.0m

8.5 Nr of operations (investments improving resilience and 

value of forest ecosystems) (8.5)

400 0

8.5 Areas concerned by investments improving resilience 

and environmental value of forest ecosystems

4,000 0

8.5 Total public expenditure (£'m) £0.6m £0.0m

8.6 Nr of operations for investments in forestry technology 

and primary processing/marketing (8.6)

44 0

8.6 Total investment (public + private) (8.6) (£'m) £4.0m £0.0m

8.6 Total public expenditure (8.6) (£'m) £1.7m £0.0m

16 Number of cooperation operations supported (non EIP) 106 0

16 Total public expenditure (£'m) £0.6m £0.0m

6.2, 6.4, 

8.6

Number of jobs created 142 0

source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

FA 6(a) Facilitating 

diversification, 

creation of new 

small enterprises 

and job creation 
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Focus Area 6b 

Expressions of Interest 

To date 211 successful EOIs have been invited to submit full applications under 

Focus Area 6(b), with a total grant commitment of £36.8m. 

Of these 

 84 full applications are in appraisal and 83 have yet to be submitted, 

representing a grant commitment of £25.5m 

 17 have been approved, a total grant value of £5.3, of which 12 have 

accepted (£0.34m) 

 27 have been rejected with a value of £6m 

Focus Area Measure Outputs Target Forecast

7.1 Number of operations supported support for drawing up 

of village development and N2000/HNV area 

management plans

100 0

7.2 Number of operations supported support for investments 

in small scale infrastructure, incl renewable energy 

infrastructure

56 0

7.4 Number of operations supported support for investments 

in local basic services for the rural population

168 0

7.5 Number of operations supported support for investments 

in recreational/tourist infrastructure

100 0

7.6 Number of operations supported support for 

studies/investments in rural cultural and natural heritage, 

incl HNV sites

80 0

7.7 Number of operations supported support for investments 

in relocation of activities for environmental/quality of life 

reasons

50 0

7.1, 7.2, 

7.4, 7.5, 

7.6, 7.7

Population benefiting from improved 

services/infrastructures

1,381,745 0

7 Total public expenditure (£'m) £39.5m £0.0m

19 Number of LAGs selected 18 18

19 Number of projects supported 54 54

19 Number of cooperation projects supported 27 0

19 Population covered by LAG 1,381,745 0

19.1 Total public expenditure - preparatory support (£'m) £0.1m £0.0m

19.2 Total public expenditure - support for implementation of 

operations under the CLLD strategy (£'m)

£32.3m £0.0m

19.3 Total public expenditure - preparation and 

implementation of cooperation activities of the local 

action group (£'m)

£3.4m £0.0m

19.4 Total public expenditure - support for running costs and 

animation (£'m)

£11.9m £0.0m

16 Number of cooperation operations supported (non EIP) 31 0

16 total public expenditure (£'m) £7.5m £0.0m

7 + 19 Number of jobs created 100 0

source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

FA 6(b) Fostering 

local development in 

rural areas 



   

 

76 

 

Annex 3: WGRC-RDP 2014-2020 Update 

Of the above: 

 Cooperation & Supply Chain Development Scheme:  8 applications are under 

appraisal (£5.3m); 9 applications have been approved (£4.3m); 3 applications 

are yet to be received (£2.2m) and 7 have been rejected/withdrawn (£3.9m) 

 Rural Community Development Fund: 76 applications are under appraisal 

(£9.6m); 8 applications have been approved (£0.91m), of which 5 have 

accepted (£0.34m); 80 applications are yet to be received (£8.5m) and 20 

have been rejected/withdrawn (£2.1m). 

Direct Applications 

Eighty-one direct applicants have been invited to submit full applications, a total 

grant commitment of £110.2m. 

Of these   

 2 full applications are in appraisal representing a grant commitment of 

£12.6m. 

 2 have been withdrawn (£36m) 

 77 have been approved with a grant value of £61.6m 

Of the above: 

 75 full applications have been submitted by the 18 LAGs for LEADER under 

Measures 19.1, 19.2, 19.3 & 19.4 and have been approved with a total grant 

value of £47.6m. 

  2 full applications for C&SCDS under Measures 16.2 & 16.3 are under 

appraisal (£12.6m); 1 has been approved (£10m); and 2 have been withdrawn 

(£36m); 

  1 full application for RCDF under Measure 7.5 has been submitted and 

approved with a total grant value of £4m. 
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Focus Area 6c 

To date seven successful EOIs have been invited to submit full applications under 

Focus Area 6c Rural Community Development Fund Measure 7.3, a total grant 

commitment of £0.46m. 

Of these two full applications are in appraisal (£0.14m) and  five have yet to be 

submitted (£0.31m).  

Full applications are submitted up to the funding window closing date and are 

processed as they are received.  Future reports will show progress to date on spend 

and indicators of these full applications. 

At present indicator data is not captured prior to the operation’s delivery profile being 

completed.  Work is ongoing to capture this data when the full application is 

submitted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus Area Measure Outputs Target Forecast

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Nr of participants in trainings 400 130

1.1 Number of training days given 400 104

1.1 training/skills acquisition - Total public for training/skills 

(£'m)

£0.04m £0.04m

1.1 -1.3 Total public expenditure (trainings, farm exchanges, 

demonstration) (£'m)

£0.43m £0.55m

7.3 Nr of operations  for investments in broadband 

infrastructure and access to broadband, incl e-

government sevices (7.3)

49 0

7.3 Population benefiting from new or improved  IT 

infrastructures (e.g. broadband internet)

500,000 0

7.3 Total public expenditure (£'m) £3.4m £0.0m

source: WEFO, 30/04/2017

FA 6(c) Enhancing 

accessibility to, use 

and quality of 

information and 

communication 

technologies (ICT) in 

rural areas
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WPMC(17)95 
 
WALES PROGRAMME MONITORING COMMITTEE, EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL 
AND INVESTMENT (ESI) FUNDS 2014 – 2020:  
 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CROSS CUTTING THEME: EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITIES AND GENDER MAINSTREAMING 
 
Issue  
 

1. This paper provides the annual review of progress in respect of the 
implementation of the Equal Opportunities and Gender Mainstreaming cross-
cutting theme in the ERDF and ESF European Structural and Investment (ESI) 
funds 2014 – 2020. 

 

Recommendation  

 
2. Members are invited to note the content of the report and to provide comments 

accordingly.  
 
Background  
 
3. Equal Opportunities and Gender mainstreaming (EO&GM) is one of three cross-

cutting themes (CCTs) integrated into the 2014-2020 Programmes. The General 
Regulations governing the European Programmes stipulate that all operations, 
funded through the Common Strategic Framework, must integrate Article 7 - 
Promotion of equality between men and women and non-discrimination. The 
Regulation states that equality between men and women and the integration of 
gender perspective are to be taken into account and promoted throughout the 
preparation and implementation of programmes, including in relation to 
monitoring, reporting and evaluation. 
 

4. The Regulation also calls for appropriate steps to be taken to prevent any 
discrimination based on sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, 
age or sexual orientation during the preparation and implementation of 
programmes. In particular, accessibility for persons with disabilities shall be taken 
into account throughout the preparation and implementation of programmes. 

 
5. In order to fulfil the vision of a truly bilingual nation, the Welsh Government has 

made a commitment in ‘A living language: a language for living’, the National 
Action Plan for a Bilingual Wales and in its Welsh Language Scheme to 
mainstream the Welsh language across policy areas. The implementation of the 
ESI Programmes reflects this commitment, supporting efforts to grow the Welsh 
language within the context of economic growth and job creation. 

 
6. Applications for funding are therefore expected to follow the terms of the Welsh 

Language Commissioner’s document ‘Grants, Loans and Sponsorship, which is 
included as part of the WEFO guidance to project applicants. Project proposals  
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7. are assessed to ensure they have taken up the opportunities available to support 
Welsh Language speakers and that costs associated with complying with Welsh 
Language requirements are included in the financial projections. 

 
Vertical and Horizontal Integration 
 

8. The model used to build equal opportunities and gender mainstreaming into the 
programmes embraces both vertical and horizontal measures. Vertical measures 
provide an opportunity to tackle particular issues related to equal opportunities, 
for example; ensuring people with protected characteristics can benefit from the 
programmes; while horizontal measures raise the profile and encourage a 
learning process in relation to equal opportunities across a diverse range of 
organisations and activities.  

 
Support for people with protected characteristics.  
 

9. The European Social Fund (ESF) has had a significant positive impact in 
supporting some key groups with protected characteristics in Wales and the 
2014-2020 ESF programmes aim to build on the success of the previous funding 
round.   
 

10. In the first of a series of visits to explore how CCT activity is being delivered, the 
Chair of the PMC Julie Morgan AM, recently spent time in Swansea with the ACE 
Project. Building on the success of the ‘Increasing BME Employment and 
Tackling BME Economic Inactivity’ project in the 2007- 2013 programmes, SOVA 
successfully secured funding from the 2014-2020 ESF Programmes (WW&V and 
East Wales) to support the Achieving Change through Employment (ACE) 
project, which commenced in April 2016. With a total cost of £2.6m, of which 
1.7m is ESF funding, the project aims to support BME and migrant individuals 
gain sustainable employment via training and employment support.  
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11. Another example of activity which is supporting people experiencing significant 
barriers to participation is the Active Inclusion Wales project, led by the WCVA. 
The projects aim to reduce the number of economically inactive and long term 
unemployed people aged 25 and over across Wales, targeting those with work 
limiting health conditions or a disability, and those aged over 54 years. The 
project (WW&V) has a total cost of £22.5m of which £14.5m is ESF funding.  

 

Projects contributing to the formal Equal Opportunities CCT indicator 

12. There are a number of projects which are contributing to the formal indicator for 
this CCT: ‘number of enterprises adopting or improving their equality 
strategies including monitoring system’. These are shown at Annex 1. At this 
stage in the implementation of the programmes the data is limited, making an 
accurate assessment of progress difficult.  It should however be noted that 
progress is slow and as we move into the next phase of implementation, projects 
will need to focus on improving their delivery of this indicator if the final targets 
are to be achieved. The CCT team are working closely with those involved and 
regular progress reviews are taking place.  
 

13. Information on Welsh language status is collected through the participant 
database and the   breakdown for participants across both ESF Programmes is 
as follows: 

Welsh Language WW&V East Wales 

Preferred Language for Communication - Welsh 8% 3% 

Understand Welsh 15% 5% 

Speak Welsh 19% 10% 

Write Welsh 12% 4% 

Received provision in Welsh, either 'partially' or 'fully' 12% 4% 

 
The Cross Cutting Theme Project Level Indicators  
 

14. The inclusion of a formal target for equal opportunities is an important driver to 
encourage projects to address this CCT. It also enables the monitoring of 
progress to take place systematically over the life of the programme.  

 
15. However, as highlighted in previous PMC CCT reports, formal targets have 

limitations when it comes to validating the wide range of related activity which is 
being undertaken and as a result the June 2015 PMC agreed a mechanism 
which will enable WEFO to capture this broader range of activity and provide for 
good practice to be identified and reported. The information contained in Annex  
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2, gives an indication of the kind of activity which is supporting the Equal 
Opportunities and Gender Mainstreaming CCT and also the Tackling Poverty and 
general CCT activity information where there is significant overlap with related 
activity. The data provided includes a comparison with that provided in the last 
annual report in September 2015 demonstrating the progress made over the 
period. There is with some of the indicators a reduction in the figure; this is not a 
cause of concern as it reflects a readjustment from what was recommended at 
preapproval stage to the final delivery profile. 

 

16. An example of where the project level indicators have been successful in 
capturing   targeted activity is the ERDF project SPARC II (Solar Photovoltaic 
Academic Research Consortium). This project, led by Swansea University in 
partnership with Aberystwyth and Bangor Universities, is funding 6 research 
centres to increase the quantity and quality of Welsh solar PV research. The 
increased capacity of the research centres is expected to enable UK and 
international collaborations that can attract large scale research and innovation 
funding into Wales. This will lead to a lasting benefit to the economy and 
ultimately the growth of the solar PV energy industry in Wales.   Funded through 
ERDF Priority 1, Strategic Objective 1,  and as such not having a requirement to 
deliver against the formal equal opportunities CCT indicator because of the 
nature of the activity, the identified project level indicators have provided a 
mechanism for the project to demonstrate its CCT credentials. 

 

17. The following table demonstrates the Project’s commitment to the themes under 
the project level indicator system, which indicates  particular, support for female 
participation.  

 

SPARC II (ERDF P1 / So1) 

 

CCT Case (Project) Level Indicators 
 

EO&GM  Female participation in STEM 

 Occupational segregation activity 

 Positive action measure – other ( Marketing / Job 
Advertisements) 

 Activity promoting the Welsh Language  
 

SD  Development of an organisational travel plan and 
sustainable transport initiatives 

 Resource efficiency measures  
 

TP&SE  Mentors – to be offered to female recruits to help 
assimilate into the project and to help with planning 
career progression 
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CCT 
General 

 Developing / Engaging CCT Champions  

 

 

Commitments made in the SPARC II Business Plan 

18. SPARC II will play a pro-active role in addressing the gender balance in science 
and engineering by encouraging and supporting women at all stages of 
recruitment through to employment progression. Female recruits will be offered a 
mentor to help assimilate them into the project and to help with planning career 
progression. Support will also be provided for female staff through maternity and 
in particular on return to work, with a particular emphasis placed on providing 
flexible working. 

 

19. Care will be taken not to use language that would exclude or discourage women, 
people with disabilities or other minority groups and the project will avoid the use 
of gender-specific words/terms. The project will consider using positive action 
(e.g. advertise in the minority press to encourage diversity of applicants) 

 
PR and Media   

20. The Cross Cutting Themes Team has been continuing to explore ways to 
publicise how operations are integrating the CCTs into their operation design and 
delivery.  Working with the WEFO Communication Team, the aim is to raise the 
profile of the CCTs and demonstrate the added value they can bring to 
operations.  

 

21. Annex 3 illustrates some examples of this collaboration, with recent WEFO 
tweets and an info-graphic highlighting various projects which are embedding 
Equal Opportunities and Gender Mainstreaming. 

 

Well Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 

22. WEFO, through the Cross Cutting Themes Team, continues to actively engage 
with the development of the Well Being of Future Generations (WBFG) Act. The 
Team has discussed developments with Welsh Government colleagues (who 
have the Act under the remit of departmental activity), and have organised 
quarterly meetings to ensure up-to-date information is received and reported 
back to WEFO. 

 

23. Working with the WCVA 3SET, the CCT Team and the Strategy Team have been 
delivering a series of workshops to Third Sector project deliverers which has 
included using the WBFG Act as the framework for delivering CCT activity 
moving forward. 
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Next Steps  
 
24. Future reports will demonstrate the progress on formal CCT indicators and 

additional project level activity, alongside details of specific project visits which 
highlight the CCT activity.  
 

 
Drafted by: Chriss O’Connell WEFO  
Approved by: Rob Halford WEFO  
Date: 22nd May 2017 
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Annex 1 

 
Projects contributing to the formal Equal Opportunities CCT indicator ‘number of enterprises adopting or improving their 
equality strategies including monitoring system’.   

 

Operation Title Lead Beneficiary Programme Priority Forecast 
Achieved 

to date 

Entrepreneurship Support - Business Wales  

WG - Department for Economy, Science and 

Transport East Wales ERDF 2 1000 1 

SME Support - Business Wales  

WG - Department for Economy, Science and 

Transport East Wales ERDF 2 3250 0 

Social Business Wales  Wales Co operative Centre East Wales ERDF 2 50 5 

            

Agile Nation 2  Chwarae Teg East Wales ESF 2 122 14 

            

SEACAMS 2 Bangor University 

West Wales and the 

Valleys ERDF 1 1   

Entrepreneurship Support - Business Wales  

WG - Department for Economy, Science and 

Transport 

West Wales and the 

Valleys ERDF 2 1500 0 

SME Support - Business Wales  
WG - Department for Economy, Science and West Wales and the 

2 4800 0 
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Transport Valleys ERDF 

Social Business Wales Wales Co operative Centre 

West Wales and the 

Valleys ERDF 2 200 25 

            

Together for a Healthy Working Wales (In-

Work Service) WG - Department for Health and Social Services 

West Wales and the 

Valleys ESF 1 525 0 

Agile Nation 2 WWV Chwarae Teg 

West Wales and the 

Valleys ESF 2 278 55 

            

   

Source WEFO 30 April 2017 
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Cross Cutting Theme Project Level Indicator Activity 

Equal Opportunities and Gender Mainstreaming – ERDF Programmes 

ERDF Equal opportunities and Gender Mainstreaming  
   

Sept 2016 
Total 

May 2017 
Total 

1 Positive action measures - women 9 16 

2 Positive action measure - BME people 6 5 

3 Positive action measure - young people 4 4 

4 Positive action measure  - older people 4 4 

5 Positive action measure - disabled people 5 4 

6 Positive action measure - other 1 2 

7 Occupational Segregation activity 1 0 

8 Equal Pay activity 0 4 

9 Female participation in STEM 4 7 

10 Activity promoting the Welsh Language 3 4 

11 Activity supporting speakers of the Welsh Language 4 6 

12 Disability Access Group engagement 3 10 

13 Workplace health programmes 0 0 

14 Childcare provision 0 0 

15 Other care provision 1 0 

 Total 45 66 

 

Equal Opportunities and Gender Mainstreaming – ESF Programmes 

ESF Equal opportunities and Gender Mainstreaming  
 

Sept 2016 
Total 

May 2017 
Total 

1 Positive action measures - women 11 19 

2 Positive action measure - BME people 11 12 

3 Positive action measure - young people 10 14 

4 Positive action measure  - older people 9 6 

5 Positive action measure - disabled people 19 21 

6 Positive action measure - other 10 12 

7 Occupational Segregation activity 19 36 

8 Equal Pay activity 2 3 

9 Female participation in STEM 6 17 

10 Activity promoting the Welsh Language 10 19 

11 Activity supporting speakers of the Welsh Language 16 18 

12 Disability Access Group engagement 1 7 

13 Workplace health programmes 6 5 

14 Childcare provision 13 18 

15 Other care provision 5 10 

 Total 148 217 
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Tackling poverty and Social Exclusion - ERDF Programmes 

ERDF Tackling Poverty and Social Exclusion  Sept 2016 
Total 

May 2017 
Total 

1 Community skill building activity 1 16 

2 Mentoring / advocacy activity 8 15 

3 Peer support activity 0 0 

4 Volunteering schemes 5 14 

5 Organisations paying the living wage 5 8 

 Total 19 53 

 

Tackling poverty and Social Exclusion - ESF Programmes 

ESF Tackling Poverty and Social Exclusion  Sept 2016 
Total 

May 2017 
Total 

1 Community skill building activity 4 11 

2 Mentoring / advocacy activity 47 46 

3 Peer support activity 15 13 

4 Volunteering schemes 22 24 

5 Organisations paying the living wage 7 4 

 Total 95 98 

 

Cross Cutting Themes General - ERDF Programmes 

ERDF Cross Cutting Themes General Sept 2016 
Total 

May 2017 
Total 

1 Stakeholder engagement good practice activity 4 10 

2 Developing / engaging CCT champions 24 45 

3 Integration of social clauses 5 19 

4 CCT toolkit, base line mechanism, App  development 7 7 

5 CCT training package developed. 0 0 

6 CCT staff training programme introduced.  3 12 

7 Activity supporting CCT indicators (in Priorities / Objectives 
where the indicators aren't present)  

6 6 

 Total 49 99 

 

Cross Cutting Themes General  - ESF Programmes 

ESF Cross Cutting Themes General Sept 2016 
Total 

May 2017  
Total 

1 Stakeholder engagement good practice activity 0 8 

2 Developing / engaging CCT champions 46 61 

3 Integration of social clauses 16 13 

4 CCT toolkit, base line mechanism, App  development 0 3 

5 CCT training package developed. 3 0 
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6 CCT staff training programme introduced.  3 6 

7 Activity supporting CCT indicators (in Priorities / Objectives 
where the indicators aren't present)  

9 11 

 Total 77 102 
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Introduction 

This issue of the Compliance report covers the various compliance inspections and audit functions 
over the closure of the 2007 – 2013 programme and the 2014 - 2020 programmes from the 
beginning of the programme to February 2017. The report summarises the activity of WEFO’s 
Management Verifications Team (MVT), the Audit Authority, the Wales Audit Office (WAO), the 
European Commission (EC) and European Court of Auditors (ECA).  The purpose of the report is to 
identify themes raised by these bodies and the actions WEFO is proposing to take to address them. 

 

Programme Statistics  

WEFO programme activity as at February 2017 is: 

 
East Wales 
ERDF 

East Wales  

ESF 

WWV 

ERDF 

WWV  

ESF 

Ireland 
Wales Co-
operation 
Programme 

Total 

Approved 
Operations to 17th 
February 2017 24 29 50 45 

 

9 

 

157 

Approved 
Operations as at 
30th  August  2016 

14 24 26 41 1 106 

 

 

WEFO’s Management Verifications 

WEFO’s Management Verifications team is responsible for undertaking the Administrative 
Verifications and On the Spot reviews for the Regional programmes and the Ireland / Wales 
programme. 

The team’s main focus is Administrative Verifications (checks on claims for re-imbursement), Health 
Checks (discussions at the outset of each project) and On the Spot Reviews (on site reviews to 
confirm the results of Administrative Verifications and other aspects not easily reviewed remotely). 

 

Completed Reviews as at 17/02/17 East 
Wales 
ERDF 

West 
Wales 
ERDF 

East Wales 
ESF 

West 
Wales 

ESF 

Total 

Admin Verification Reviews * 18 34 42 78 172 

Healthchecks 7 23 15 33 78 

On The Spot 0 0 0 1 1 
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The number of reviews undertaken is in line with the point we are at in delivering the Programmes. 

In addition to the themes identified by these reviews, detailed later in the report, there is one issue 
that has been encountered that warrants inclusion in the MVT section.  

Payment Delays: In an attempt to speed up the reimbursement of claims, at the beginning of the 
Programmes, WEFO made the decision to pay claims as they were submitted, undertaking the 
Administrative Verifications separately. This decision was made on the understanding that payments 
on subsequent claims would not be released until the previous MVT review was complete and the 
report agreed. Despite efforts by MVT, delays are occurring as a result of outstanding reviews. WEFO 
is monitoring and prioritising reviews but Beneficiaries are asked to provide evidence as promptly as 
possible to avoid any unnecessary delays in payment of claims. 

Audit Authority 

The Audit Authority, otherwise known as EFAT is part of the Welsh Government’s Corporate 
Governance and Assurance Division. The team undertakes reviews of WEFO’s processes and 
approved Operations, reporting to the Commission on their findings as part of an Annual Control 
Report. 

We are currently at a stage where we are closing one round of funding (2007 – 2013 programmes) 
and working on the 2014 – 2020 round. 

2007 – 2013 Programme 

The Closure process is in progress and the Final Control report and Opinion is due to be submitted to 
the European Commission by 31st March 2017. Progress is well under way to complete this work 
and we are scheduled to be submitting the report before this date. 

  

Based on the results of operations audited during 2016, the Audit Authority has calculated the 
projected error rate as being below the 2% materiality threshold. Rather than contributing to an 
annual audit opinion, this error rate will now feed in to the calculation of the Cumulative Residual 
Risk Rate (RRR) for the entire 2007-2013 programme, which is required as part of the programme 
closure process. The RRR takes account of the Audit Authority’s annual error rates throughout the 
programme period as well as other financial information provided by the Certifying Authority. 

2014 – 2020 Programme 

An ACR and Opinion was submitted covering the year to June 2016 as a nil return and disclaimer of 
opinion.  

The Audit Authority is working on three Key Requirement Reviews on WEFO’s processes covering 
Segregation of Functions and Selection of Operations. During March they will then be selecting their 
first interim sample of Operations to start their reviews of the expenditure claims submitted to the 
EC during the July 16 to June 17 reference year. 
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Summary of WAO, EC and ECA Audit Activity 

Since the last report in August there has been very little movement on the outstanding EC report. 

DG REGIO 

During January 2015 DG Regio auditors carried out a review of arrangements for the recovery of 
irregular expenditure for the four ERDF and ESF programmes. As a result of the report, the Certifying 
Authority has undertaken an extensive exercise to ensure that all withdrawals and recoveries have 
been treated correctly.  The results of this exercise are being fed into the final drawdown and 
closure process, due to be completed by the end of March 2017. 

WEFO Irregularities Rate 

This measure displays the total value of Irregularities identified by WEFO’s Controls and reported to 
OLAF as a percentage of total certified eligible expenditure claimed by projects. The rate is based on 
irregularities and draw downs as at 17th February 2017. 

2007 – 2013 Programme 

Total value of Irregularities in the 2007 – 13 programmes reported to OLAF as a percentage of total 
declared expenditure claimed by projects is as follows: 

 
ESF Competitiveness ESF Convergence 

ERDF 
Competitiveness 

ERDF Convergence 

 

WEFO irregularity Rate 
as at 20th February 2017 

4.81 1.15 2.74 2.13 

WEFO irregularity Rate 
as at 30th August 2016 

4.58 1.12 1.90 2.04 

WEFO irregularity Rate 
as at 30th April 2015 

0.74 0.41 1.03 1.08 

 

As covered previously, the large increase in these figures leading up to the last report were as a 
result of an isolated issue related to Revenue costs included in a Capital Operation and not 
considered systemic (ERDF Convergence) and an issue related to procurement and contract 
management (ESF Competitiveness).  

 

In the period since the last report there has been a further, albeit minor, increase in these rates. This 
indicates that, whilst Operations are still including ineligible expenditure in claims to WEFO, the 
control processes are working well and are identifying and removing these from the costs drawn 
down from the EC. As a result the Official Error Rate calculated by the Audit Authority remains below 
2%. 

2014 – 2020 Programme 

The following irregularities for the 2014 -2020 programme have been identified. 

 East Wales WWV ESF East Wales WWV ERDF Ireland / 
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 ESF ERDF Wales 

WEFO 
Irregularity 
Rate as at 
17/02/2017 

0.11% 0.15% 0.25% 0.59% 0.01% 

 

Given the early stage in the programme, in both delivery and claiming, these figures are considered 
to be tolerable. 

Analysis of Issues Identified  

The results of the Administrative Verifications undertaken since the last report have not identified 
any new themes. The issues surrounding Procurement and Eligibility of Expenditure remain.  

Procurement: Procurement is a recurrent issue. Since the last report, WEFO has appointed a 
Procurement specialist to work with WEFO and Beneficiaries to help improve understanding and 
compliance in this complex area. In addition, the MVT Updates have included advice and guidance 
on Procurement issues and remedies and WEFO is in the process of drafting guidance on the 
corrections necessary for non-contracting and sub OJEU procurement errors. 

Ineligible Expenditure: Expenditure has been declared ineligible for a number of reasons. Where the 
Rules are unclear or do not cover specific issues, MVT work with the WEFO Rules and Compliance 
team to arrive at a decision. The Rules and Compliance team continue to review and update the 
Eligibility Rules periodically. 

 

Management Declaration and Annual Summary 

The current round of funding has introduced the requirement to submit a suite of documents 
supporting the annual accounts. In addition to the Audit Authority’s Annual Control Report (ACR) 
and Opinion, Annual Accounts, a Management Declaration and an Annual Summary are also now 
required. These documents must be submitted to the European Commission by 15th February for 
the financial year ended the previous June. 

 As a result of the respective Designation dates for the programmes, the year ended June 2016 was 
the first period requiring all of these documents. At this point there had been no activity in WEFO’s 
accounts and so the Accounts were minimal. All the required documents for each of the five 
programmes were lodged with the European Commission in advance of their deadline. 

 

 

WEFO Contact: Tony Layzell 

Date: March 2017 
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WALES PROGRAMME MONITORING COMMITTEE – RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 2014-
2020 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 2014-2020 - ERROR RATES 

Issue 

1. To inform the Wales Programme Monitoring Committee of the rate of error under the Rural 
Development Programme and actions taken and foreseen to reduce error in the fund.  

 

Recommendation 

2. To note the current rates of error for the Rural Development Programme 2014-2020. 

 

Background 

3. Each year Paying Agencies calculate the error rate of the Fund and report those error rates 
to the Commission through the Head of the Paying Agency’s Management Declaration.  The 
error rate is broken down by strata, giving an error rate for Area Based Rural Development 
Payments processed via the Integrated Administrative Controls System (IACS) and error rate 
for non area (non IACS) Rural Development Payments.   

4. The error rate is calculated on the rate of reduction in claims for payment for beneficiaries 
selected for and subject to random on the spot controls (i.e. a control sample).    

 

Error Rates for the 2014 to 2020 programme 

 

5. The following table shows the rates of error calculated to date under the 2014 to 2020 
programme.  2016 rates will be available after 15th July 2017, the deadline for submitting 
the 2016 controls statistics: 

 

Fund , Strata and 
Year 

Total amount 
claimed  

Total amount subject 
to Random On the 
Spot Controls (OTSC) 

Total amount at error 
before application of 
sanctions as a result 
of Random OTSC 

Error rate in financial 
year 

  [EUR] [EUR] [EUR] % 

EAFRD IACS 2014              20,002,488                    580,233                      15,627  2.69% 

EAFRD IACS 2015              29,073,886                    368,862                        8,525  2.31% 
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Root Causes of Error and Action foreseen - IACS  

6. For area based Rural Development measures, errors can come from beneficiaries over 
declaring areas of land (Article 19 of Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 640/2014), 
or failing to respect their commitments (Article 35 of Commission Delegated Regulation 
(EU) No 640/2014). 
 

7. For Wales the rate of error under Article 19 is very low, due to the established nature of 
farms entering into commitment and the reliability of the Land Parcel Identification System 
(LPIS).  The majority of errors found occur due to beneficiaries not respecting their agri-
environmental commitments (article 35). 

 
8. The Welsh Government has undertaken a range of activities to reduce the rate of error, 

including communicating with farmers via farm outreach services to improve their 
understanding of agri environment scheme rules in order to minimise irregularities and 
publishing articles informing farmers of the ‘most common errors’ in the single application 
guidance.   

 
9. In addition to these actions the Welsh Government increased the rate of OTSCs for IACS 

Rural Development measures in the 2016 campaign.  These actions have reduced the error 
rate in 2015, but the rate remains above the 2% materiality threshold. 

 
10. For 2017 the Welsh Government has introduced Servicing Visits for all beneficiaries.  All 

farmer entering into agri-environmental commitments will be offered an on site 
consultation to help ensure commitments are fully understood and common farmer error is 
avoided. 

 

Root Causes of Error and Action foreseen - Non IACS 

11. For non area based Rural Development measures errors arise from over declaration of 
eligible expenditure (Art 63 of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 809/2014).    
 

12. Under Non Area based Rural development measures the error rate is, and remains, low.   
For the 2007 to 2013 programme beneficiaries were required to submit invoices and 
documentation to support their claims.  This action reduces the rate of error for 
beneficiaries and the same approach has been followed for the 2014 to 2020 programme. 

Next Steps 

13. The 2016 error rates will be sent to the Wales Programme Monitoring Committee when 
they are available. 

Welsh Government Lead: Stuart Brailsford 

Approved by: Terri Thomas/Hugh Morgan 

Date: 25 May 2017                  

EAFRD NON-IACS 
2014 

             31,702,608                    877,828                        2,832  0.00% 

EAFRD NON-IACS 
2015 

             30,037,795                3,316,659                      12,226  0.37% 
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WALES PROGRAMME MONITORING COMMITTEE, EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL AND INVESTMENT 
FUNDS 2014 – 2020: 

Planning for Modifications to the Structural Funds Programmes 

Issue 

 
1. To outline potential modifications to the Structural Fund Programmes and the 

associated timescales.  
 

Recommendation 

2. Members are asked to note the contents of this paper and offer any early views 
on developing proposals.   

 

Background 

3. In reaching the mid-stage of the 2014-2020 Structural Funds programmes, a 
review of delivery to date and expected pipelines projects has  identified some 
potential modifications to the Operational Programmes.   

 

4. Members have already approved minor modifications relating to additional 
funding allocations to both the ERDF & ESF West Wales & the Valleys 
programmes, and the inclusion of an additional ‘Categorisation Code’ under 
Priority 3 of the ERDF programme. These have been submitted to the EC for 
consideration.  

 

Review to date and proposed action  

5. A review of delivery to date and expected pipeline projects has confirmed that a 
number of the assumptions underpinning some parts of the Operational 
Programmes have been proven not to hold true.  
 

6. These include less than anticipated demand in some areas, resulting in fewer 
and smaller projects. The changing legislative and economic climate in Wales 
has also impacted on demand in certain areas. 

 
7. Programme targets were based on implementation experiences in previous 

programme periods, with estimates made where targeting approaches have 
changed significantly or where there was no previous experience to draw on. The 
implementation results thus far in the current programme period suggest some of 
these estimates may need to be revisited in light of experience.   
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Financial Considerations 

8. Despite extensive efforts to stimulate demand in those areas where it is lacking, 
including seeking innovative solutions and adopting different forms of 
engagement, it is likely some existing programme funding will need to be re-
allocated. This won’t be known for certain until the summer.   

 

Areas with shortfalls and attempts to stimulate demand 

 
9. WEFO has recently held a number of calls for new proposals under specific 

areas of the programmes where demand has fallen short of expectations at 
programme approval.  
 

10. A call for Innovation proposals under Priority 1 (Research and Innovation) of both 
ERDF West Wales & the Valleys (WW&V) and East Wales (EW) programmes 
sought novel and niche proposals that could complement existing operations and 
deliver additional outcomes relating to ambitions to support commercialisation of 
research.  
 

11. The call was very successful with 46 proposals submitted (32 for WWV and 14 
for EW). Following assessment of the proposals 17 proposals, (11 in WWV and 6 
in EW) have been invited into the formal business planning stage and have the 
potential to address a number of smart specialisation areas. Most of the 
successful bids were from the higher education sector but there appears to be 
strong evidence of industrial pull, including private sector partners in several bids. 
It is still early in the assessment process but the bids have the potential to commit 
over £50m across the two programmes and to make an important contribution to 
key targets. Approvals are expected to start in the early autumn. 
 

12. Given the success of the research and innovation call, two further calls have 
been launched to seek ideas for community energy proposals (ERDF) and ideas 
to promote sustainable employment (ESF). These calls are underway with a 
deadline for proposals of 30 June 2017. Around £14m ERDF is available for 
small scale community renewable energy, and over £40m ESF for proposals to 
tackle poverty through sustainable employment. Both calls cover both West 
Wales & the Valleys and East Wales programme areas. 
 

13. Efforts have already been made to stimulate demand for community energy 
schemes in partnership with Welsh Government and the Regional Engagement 
Teams, but there remains insufficient demand for programme resources. This 
may reflect, in part, the nature of EU rules around revenue generation (such as 
that from feed-in tariffs) and the complexity and long lead-in time for such 
schemes. 
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14. There is also a challenge in terms of sustainable employment schemes which 
stems from a strong labour market in which record numbers of people in Wales 
are in employment. This tightening of the labour market means there is less need  
and therefore demand for schemes. This may also mean needing to negotiate 
reductions in targets as emphasis may need to shift further towards the hardest 
to reach (fewer outputs at higher cost).   
 

15. The outcome of the above calls for proposals and our ongoing analysis will 
determine whether funding and targets will need to be revisited and potentially 
reallocated.   
 

Review of Indicators 

16. Work is being undertaken by WEFO to review indicators across the programmes, 
specifically in those areas where there have been significant changes in targeting 
approaches, or weaknesses in the underlying assumptions / rationale informing 
original targets. This is likely to lead to proposals for modifying indicators and 
targets across all programmes, which will have implications for the performance 
framework.  
 

17. To date, a number of technical changes have been identified to both ERDF and 
ESF Programmes, a summary of which is included at Annex A.  Any proposed 
revisions will take into account the original rationale for the targets and will also 
assess the reliability of project forecasts and the likely contribution of approved 
projects and projects in the pipeline. 

 

18. A primary driver for the consideration of targets is maintaining the integrity of the 
intervention logic underpinning each of the Specific Objectives. This intervention 
logic places the focus on the result being sought, with WEFO approving portfolios 
of interventions in order to deliver against these outcomes. This has involved a 
shift away from chasing output targets, though these remain important tools to 
monitor progress of individual projects once approved.  

 

19. For example research and innovation activity aims to build links between 
research organisations and businesses, building capacity and increasing levels of 
innovation in businesses; rather than provide support to as many businesses as 
possible. On this basis WEFO will seek to ensure the focus on the results is 
maintained and that output indicators and targets continue to drive significant 
contributions to those results, rather than generating activity of themselves. The 
situation is not dissimilar in business and entrepreneurial support where intensive 
support is focused on high growth potential SMEs while many small enterprises 
are accessing the level of support they need through web based applications, at 
a level that meets their needs, but does not contribute to activity indicators. 

 

Other implications  
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20. Any proposed modifications will need to reflect any change of focus in 
government policy, this will be particularly evident with the Welsh Government’s 
new programme for Government Taking Wales Forward2, and the four 
underpinning strategies (Prosperous and Secure; Healthy and Active; Ambitious 
and Learning; and United and Connected) due to be published before the 
summer. This will require consideration of how any programme changes might 
strengthen integration across the funds and with broader investment approaches 
across Wales; reflecting new ways of working, including the Wellbeing 
Objectives3.  

 

21. Exchange rate: the fall in the value of Sterling has increased the value of the 
programmes. WEFO will need to ensure resources are fully and effectively 
utilised and adequate project activity in the pipeline to ensure the programmes 
meet their expected outcomes.   
 

22. Earmarking targets: Any decision to reallocate resources will have to adhere to 
the EC’s various thematic concentration requirements. 

 

Next Steps 

23. Final conclusions of the review are expected over the summer following the 
completion of the above mentioned calls for projects.  WEFO aims to present 
formal proposals to the PMC in September for agreement, prior to submitting to 
the European Commission. 
 

                                                             
2
 http://gov.wales/about/programme-for-government/?skip=1&lang=en 

 

3
 http://gov.wales/docs/caecd/publications/161104-well-being-a-en.pdf 

http://gov.wales/about/programme-for-government/?skip=1&lang=en
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Annex A 

Summary of planned modifications of Indicator Targets - ERDF 

Priority 1: Research and Innovation 

 SO 1.1 - Research Capacity – No changes expected 
 

 SO 1.2  - Commercialisation - Forecasts for some outputs are currently under target and will be 
reviewed in light of approvals from the recent call for proposals which should help address some 
of the shortfalls. Targets for numbers of enterprises receiving non-financial support are likely to 
be reduced as the emphasis has been on quality of intervention via collaboration rather than 
quantity.  

 

Performance Framework  

The performance framework indicator in this area is the ‘number of enterprises receiving non-
financial support’. The targets are unlikely to be met in both ERDF Programmes. The shortfall is due 
to a shift in focus from the previous programme from assistance to enterprises to collaboration 
activity. The shift in focus is well supported by evaluation evidence that enterprise support does not 
lead to innovation outputs or results. The shift should not affect the result indicators. It is proposed 
to replace the current performance framework indicator with ‘Number of enterprises cooperating 
with supported research institutions’. It is currently difficult to estimate the final position for 
collaborations due to the recent call for proposals.  

Priority 2: SME Competitiveness  

 SO 2.1 – Access to finance – We are currently not expecting any grant schemes so we may need 
to remove the indicator ‘number of enterprises receiving grants’.  

 S0 2.2 -  SME start ups  - The target for individuals supported is currently under forecast but 
WEFO are working with Business Wales to see if online support can be captured and reported 
here. 

 SO 2.3 – ICT take up and exploitation - No changes expected 

 SO 2.4  - Employment growth in SMEs –  This SO is currently not forecasting to meet the targets 
relating to private sector leverage but we are expecting to meet the Priority level target 

 SO2.5  - Risk Capital finance for RD&I  - No changes expected 

Performance Framework  

The performance framework indicator in this area is the ‘number of enterprises receiving non-
financial support’. The targets are forecast to be exceeded at the mid term point for both 
Programmes and the EW programme is forecast to exceed the final target.  There is a shortfall in the 
WWV Programme but the remaining allocation of funds should mean this target will be met.  
Delivery of this Priority is reliant on a small number of projects so WEFO is monitoring the delivery of 
these carefully. 
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Priority Axis 3: Energy and Energy Efficiency 

 SO 3.1 – Marine Energy – No changes expected but we are currently reviewing the target 
relating to energy production given this is a long-term aim and proposals to date are focussed 
more around proving technology and capacity building (e.g. demonstration zones). 

 

 SO 3.2 (WWV) SO 3.1 (EW) – Community Energy - There is a call for proposals for small scale 
energy projects which finishes at the end June; following this a review of indicator targets will be 
completed for the whole priority. 

 

 S0 3.3 (WWV) / SO 3.2 (EW). – Energy efficiency in housing – a smaller intervention and much 
more focussed targeting on fuel poverty will mean a related output targets will need to be 
adjusted accordingly. Early analysis suggests the impact expected (the result) will be similar 
given updated research on fuel poverty. See performance Framework section for the implication 
to the  

 

Performance Framework  

We are currently forecast to meet the target for ‘Energy site preparation schemes’ and the ‘number 
of prototypes tested’.  There is a shortfall with the target ‘number of households with improved 
energy consumption classification’.  The ARBED operation is smaller than envisaged at the outset of 
the Programme and the targets will need to be reduced in line with the period available for delivery 
and the actual funding compared to original allocation.  This is due to the need to reflect fully 
evaluation findings and ensure greater targeting on fuel poor households, changing the assumptions 
in the original programme document. Given the reduced size of interventions WEFO may 
recommend removing the indicator from the performance framework (which must cover at least 
50% of activity under the priority). 

Priority 4: Connectivity and Urban Development 

 SO 4.1 - Roads - There may be a need to reduce the targets relating to Footpath or cycleway 
created or reconstructed and length of road created dependant on the final proposals which 
come forward. This is as a result of investments focussing on improving existing road networks 
along the A55 and A40.  

 

 SO 4.2 (WWV) / 4.1 (EW) - Public Transport - The targets related to rail infrastructure are 
dependant on the Metro proposal, whereas the original programme was drafted to allow 
flexibility for different types of intervention. Issues have been identified with the calculation of 
the indicator for ‘Gross passenger km on public transport’ (see Performance Framework 
discussion below).  ‘Public transport services created / improved’ will also be replaced with an 
indicator more in line with the Metro proposal (e.g. length of railway line created/improved).  
The result indicator (which relates to improved accessibility) will also be refined to reflect the 
Metro area, rather than attempting to assess the overall impact across the whole of Wales; this 
will provide for a more meaningful evaluation of impact.  

 

 SO 4.3 (WWV) / 4.2 (EW) - ICT Infrastructure – Subject to the outcome of the “Open Market 
Review” in June, there may be scope to raise the target for premises with broadband access.  

 



 

 

- 103 - 

 SO 4.4 (WWV) / 4.3 (EW) - Strategic Sites – The target for land developed, premises created and 
jobs accommodated might also  be raised based on operations likely to come forward over the 
coming months.  

 

Performance Framework  

We are forecast to meet the targets and implementation steps for Land developed. 

Rail evaluations from the 2007-13 Programme highlighted an issue with the calculation of the target 
for gross passenger km and this target is not achievable.  This indicator is also more suitable for 
operation providing transport services rather than funding infrastructure.  It is recommended that 
this indicator be removed and replaced with length of railway line created / improved which will 
reflect more accurately the Metro activity. 

Summary of planned modifications of Indicator Targets - ESF 

ESF Priority 1: Tackling Poverty through Sustainable Employment  

 SO1 Helping People into Work - No change expected. 

 SO2 Inclusion and Engagement in Labour Market  - It is proposed to  review the targets for the 
economically inactive and long term unemployed  and also the  ‘entering employment’ targets 
The review will need to reflect the changes in those who will have access to mainstream 
provision particularly the Long Term Unemployed. The review will also need to reflect current 
labour market conditions and the strength of the labour market which has resulted in operations 
focussing efforts on those participants with more complex and entrenched needs. Any 
modifications in the EW region will need to take into account the outcomes and lessons learned 
from the current call. 

 SO3 Helping People Stay in Work – Proposed changes will be subject to the outcome of the 
current call. Any transfer of resources will likely impact on participant targets. 

Performance Framework  

The performance framework for this priority is structured around two indicators: ‘Economically 
inactive (Aged 25 and over), not in education or training, who have complex barriers to employment’ 
and ‘Long-term unemployed (Aged 25 and over), not in education or training, who have complex 
barriers to employment’. In both EW and WWV current operation forecasts are predicted to exceed 
both 2018 and 2023 targets.  

 

ESF priority 2 – Skills for Growth 

 ISCED – technical modifications are required to the text across the skills priority to amend 
references to the ISCED framework to the Credit and Qualifications Framework Wales (CQFW) to 
ensure the alignment and applicability of the results to the Welsh Framework. 

 SO1 Basic Skills - Project forecasts for participants with qualifications up to and including 
secondary education are currently exceeding targets for female participants and are close to 
achieving the target for male participants. Conversely project forecasts for participants with no 
formal qualifications are behind target for both male and female participants.  This relates to a 
problem of definition with the EU definitions not matching what was intended by the 
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programmes.  In recognition of this, it is proposed that these four output indicators are merged 
into a single output indicator that encompasses both no and low qualifications (split by gender). 

 SO2 Adaptability and Progression – No change expected 

 SO3 Research and Innovation - Based on the current level of funding approved under this SO and 
the current project forecast a minor reduction in the targets for ‘participant with graduate 
degree or equivalent’ are proposed. This primarily reflects the difficulty in forecasting these 
targets.   

 SO4 Gender Equality – No change expected 

Performance Framework 

As mentioned above it is proposed to replace the current indicators which separate no and low 
qualification with a single indicator that encompasses both no and low qualifications split by gender. 

 

ESF Priority 3: Youth Employment and Attainment 

 SO1 Youth Unemployment - No change expected  

 SO2 Youth Attainment and Engagement – This is a new focus for the 2014-2020 programmes, 
which has meant targeting at programme approval represented a best guess and could not be 
informed by previous experience. Based on the current level of funding approved under this SO 
and the current project forecast a reduction in the targets of participants at risk of becoming 
NEET (11-24) are proposed. It is also proposed to reduce target for participants gaining 
qualification from 27% to 7% to bring EW in line with WWV. 

 SO3 STEM – No change expected 

 SO4 Early Years – No change expected 

Performance framework  

This priority is structured around one indicator: NEET participants (16-24 years of age) and forecasts 
exceed the 2023 final target in both Programmes. 
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 WPMC(17)98

    

WALES PROGRAMME MONITORING COMMITTEE, EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL AND INVESTMENT 

FUNDS 2014 – 2020: 

Amendment to Selection Criteria: Welsh Government Rural Communities - Rural Development 

Programme 2014-2020 

Issue 

1. The paper “WPMC(15)56 Selection Criteria – European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
(EAFRD) 2014 -2020” was presented to Members at the 11th September 2015 meeting of the 
Wales Programme Monitoring Committee.  Annex 1 to WPMC(15)56 set out the Selection 
Criteria to be used by Schemes under the Welsh Government Rural Communities - Rural 
Development Programme 2014-2020.  These were then amended for some schemes at the 
February 2016, September 2016 and December 2016 meetings. 

2. As explained in WPMC(15)56 the Welsh Government as Managing Authority can amend these 
selection criteria or introduce new selection criteria within the programming period according to 
programming needs, following consultation with the Wales Programme Monitoring Committee.   

3. The Welsh Government is proposing to alter the selection criteria for one scheme (see Annex 1) 
and seeks the opinion of the Members regarding this change. 

4. The Welsh Government would like to refer Members to the paper WPMC(16)77 – Annex 1.  With 
regard to M16.1 the European Innovation Partnership it was proposed that, to ensure 
consistency of approach with the rest of the socio-economic schemes, the 9 ESI criteria should 
be used rather than the 7 criteria originally stated. During negotiations with the European 
Commission on the first proposed amendment to the Rural Development Programme the Welsh 
Government has agreed not to progress with the proposed change to the selection criteria. 
Members are asked to note this, for information. 

Recommendation 

5. The Welsh Government is consulting the Members on the changes proposed to the selection 
criteria as described in Annex 1. 

Background 

6. Annex 1 presents the selection criteria to be used for the Sustainable Management Scheme.  
Annex 2 shows the selection criteria used for all schemes under the Rural Development 
Programme, for information. 

Next Steps 

7. The Welsh Government welcomes the views of Members on the changes proposed. 

Agriculture, Food and Marine 

Lead: Gail Merriman 

Approved by: David McNeill   Date: 05/06/17     
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           WPMC(17)99 

 
Measure 16.5: The Sustainable Management Scheme  
 
Thumbnail sketch: The Sustainable Management Scheme aims to support 
collaborative landscape-scale projects delivering action that improves our natural 
resources in a way that delivers benefits to farm and rural businesses and rural 
communities. It will also support and facilitate co-ordination with other schemes to 
undertake the vital action needed to improve the resilience of farm and rural businesses 
and rural communities to the climate impacts through support for projects that directly 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions from land management and farm business activities.  
 
Selection Criteria and Scoring at Expression of Interest (EOI) Stage:  
The selection criteria are central to the delivery of the scheme and the implementation of 
the Environment (Wales) Act 206.  The criteria reflect the ‘top down, bottom up’ 
approach to managing natural resources and the importance of the adoption of the nine 
principles of the sustainable management of natural resources. The top down aspect is 
set out in criteria No 1 and it this which requires a minor update to reflect the further 
development of the priorities in the Welsh Governments Natural Resources Policy. 
 
The proposed change is set out below. 
  
Current version:  

 
A 0 score in criteria 1-3 will prevent the EOI from progressing. 

 Selection Criteria    Score Weighting 
Factor 

1  Action to tackle one or more of the emerging national priorities 
from the Natural Resources Policy Statement 2015  

0-4  x 3  

2  Application of the principles of sustainable management of 
natural resources  

0-4  x 4  

3  Action to tackle Local area challenges and take forward 
opportunities  

0-4  x 3  

4  Ensuring good governance, project management & clearly 
identified outcomes  

0-4  x 2  

5  Clear and appropriate monitoring and evaluation plans.  0-4  x 2  

 

Proposed replacement version:  
 
Amendments shown in red. 

 
A 0 score in criteria 1-3 will prevent the EOI from progressing. 

 Selection Criteria    Score Weighting 
Factor 

1  Priorities for Action to support the Welsh Government’s Natural 
Resources Policy 

0-4  x 3  

2  Application of the principles of sustainable management of 
natural resources  

0-4  x 4  
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3  Action to tackle Local area challenges and take forward 
opportunities  

0-4  x 3  

4  Ensuring good governance, project management & clearly 
identified outcomes  

0-4  x 2  

5  Clear and appropriate monitoring and evaluation plans.  0-4  x 2  

 

Explanation of changes: 

The Welsh Government proposes to update selection criteria No.1 of this Scheme to reflect the 

development of its statutory Natural Resources Policy.  The existing criteria relates to a policy 

statement document that was published in 2015 to illustrate the approach as a basis of working with 

stakeholders to develop the full policy for the sustainable management of natural resources.  The 

proposed change replaces these emerging priorities with priorities for action that support the 

National Natural Resource Policy.   
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WPMC(17)99 

Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

Article 14 

of 

Regulation 

(EU) No 

1305/2013  

knowledge 

transfer and 

information 

actions 

(Measure 1) 

support for vocational 

training and skills 

acquisition actions 

1.1 Knowledge Transfer and Innovation Scheme 

 

Knowledge transfer and information actions for 

agriculture, forestry and food sectors 

Farming Connect Initiative for farm and forestry 

business training and mentoring to be delivered 

through procured service contracts 

Food Business knowledge transfer, mentoring 

and training to be delivered through specialist 

support programmes 

No EOI stage - Measure 1 

(1.1, 1.2 & 1.3) has been 

procured. 

No EOI stage - Measure 1 

(1.1, 1.2 & 1.3) has been 

procured. 

Following is applicable to all sub measures under 

Measure 1: 

Through procurement, the contract will be awarded on 

the basis of the following minimum criteria, which are 

listed in order of importance including the weighting 

applicable to criterion.  

 

Successful Contractors will have to score a minimum of 

60% in each of the criteria below. 

 

Evaluation Criteria & Weighting (%) 

1. Proposed delivery methodology / innovation in 

delivery  25% 

2. Cost as broken down in the attached price 

schedule 20% 

3. Relevant resources and 

experience/qualifications of key personnel proposed to 

undertake the Contract 15% 

4. Evidence of sector specific knowledge and 

understanding of industry issues 10% 

5. Internal quality assurance procedures within 

tendering organisation  10% 

6. Demonstrated ability of Contractor to contribute 

to the delivery of the crosscutting themes 10% 

7. Demonstrated degree of coordination and 

synergy with other EU and non-EU funded activities and 

programmes. 10% 

 

Scoring Criteria 

Evidence is consistent, comprehensive, compelling, 

directly relevant to the project in all respects and highly 

credible (by being substantiated by independent 

support for demonstration 

activities and information 

actions 

1.2 No EOI stage - Measure 1 

(1.1, 1.2 & 1.3) has been 

procured. 

No EOI stage - Measure 1 

(1.1, 1.2 & 1.3) has been 

procured. 

support for short-term farm 

and forest management 

exchange as well as farm 

and forest visits 

1.3 No EOI stage - Measure 1 

(1.1, 1.2 & 1.3) has been 

procured. 

No EOI stage - Measure 1 

(1.1, 1.2 & 1.3) has been 

procured. 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

sources where possible.) Absolute Confidence

 Score 100 

Evidence is sufficient (in qualitative terms), convincing, 

and credible. Confidence Score 80 

Evidence has minor gaps, or to a small extent is 

unconvincing, lacks credibility or irrelevant to the 

project. Minor Concerns  Score 60 

Evidence has moderate gaps, is unconvincing.

 Moderate Concerns Score 40 

Evidence has major gaps, is unconvincing in many 

respects, lacks credibility, or largely irrelevant to the 

project. Major Concerns Score  20 

No evidence or misleading evidence. Not acceptable

 Score 0 

Article 15 

of 

Regulation 

(EU) No 

1305/2013  

Advisory 

services, farm 

management 

and farm relief 

services 

(Measure 2) 

support to help benefiting 

from the use of advisory 

services 

2.1 Rural Business Advisory Scheme 

Advisory services for agriculture, forestry and 

food sectors; farm management and farm relief 

services 

All forms of business and technical advisory 

services to be delivered through procured 

contracts only 

Farming Connect Initiative for farm and forestry 

business performance and technical advice 

Food Businesses supported through specialist 

procured contracts 

No EOI stage - Measure 2 

(2.1, 2.2 & 2.3) has been 

procured. 

No EOI stage - Measure 2 

(2.1, 2.2 & 2.3) has been 

procured. 

Following is applicable to all sub measures under 

Measure 2: 

Through procurement, the contract will be awarded on 

the basis of the following minimum criteria, which are 

listed in order of importance including the weighting 

applicable to criterion. Successful Contractors will have 

to score a minimum of 60% in each of the of the criteria 

below. 

Evaluation Criteria & Weighting (%) 

1. Proposed delivery methodology / innovation in 

delivery  25% 

2. Cost as broken down in the attached price 

schedule 20% 

3. Relevant resources and 

experience/qualifications of key personnel proposed to 

undertake the Contract 15% 

4. Evidence of sector specific knowledge and 

understanding of industry issues 10% 

5. Internal quality assurance procedures within 

tendering organisation  10% 

support for the setting up of 

farm management, farm 

relief and farm advisory 

services as well as forestry 

advisory services 

2.2 No EOI stage - Measure 2 

(2.1, 2.2 & 2.3) has been 

procured. 

No EOI stage - Measure 2 

(2.1, 2.2 & 2.3) has been 

procured. 

support for training of 

advisors 

2.3 No EOI stage - Measure 2 

(2.1, 2.2 & 2.3) has been 

procured. 

No EOI stage - Measure 2 

(2.1, 2.2 & 2.3) has been 

procured. 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

6. Demonstrated ability of Contractor to contribute 

to the delivery of the crosscutting themes 10% 

7. Demonstrated degree of coordination and 

synergy with other EU and non-EU funded activities and 

programmes. 10% 

 

Scoring Criteria 

Evidence is consistent, comprehensive, compelling, 

directly relevant to the project in all respects and highly 

credible (by being substantiated by independent 

sources where possible.) Absolute Confidence

 Score 100 

Evidence is sufficient (in qualitative terms), convincing, 

and credible. Confidence Score 80 

Evidence has minor gaps, or to a small extent is 

unconvincing, lacks credibility or irrelevant to the 

project. Minor Concerns  Score 60 

Evidence has moderate gaps, is unconvincing.

 Moderate Concerns Score 40 

Evidence has major gaps, is unconvincing in many 

respects, lacks credibility, or largely irrelevant to the 

project. Major Concerns Score  20 

No evidence or misleading evidence. Not acceptable

 Score 0 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

Article 17 

of 

Regulation 

(EU) No 

1305/2013  

investments in 

physical assets 

(Measure 4) 

support for investments in 

agricultural holdings 

4.1 Sustainable Production Grant Scheme 

 

 

The Sustainable Production Grant 
Scheme aims to help farmers improve 
the economic and environmental 
performance of their agricultural holding 
in line with the Welsh Government’s 
and agriculture industry in Wales’ vision 
for more sustainable, profitable and 
resilient farm businesses. 

The SPG Scheme provides capital 

investment in facilities and equipment that 

relate to: 

 animal health and welfare 

 crop storage 

 production housing and handling 

 renewable energy production 

 soil and crop management. 
 

1. Increased financial 
resilience 
 

2. Animal or Plant Health 
and Welfare 

 
3. Emissions Reduction 

 
4. Nutrient Efficiency and 

water quality 
 

5. Energy Efficiency 
 

6. Water efficiency 

0-5 (x 5) 

 

0-5 (x 4) 

 

0-5 (x 3) 

 

 

0-5 (x 3) 

 

0-5 (x 3) 

 

0-5 (x 2) 

Minimum quality 

threshold is a score of 

25. 

Total Possible Score is 

100 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit  

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance  

Management of Operation  

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

 

Sustainable Production Grant Scheme- Small 

Grants 

The aim of the SPG-SG is to make 

relatively small investments on-farm that 

will support a step change within the 

business and for the industry. Grant awards 

will be between £3,000 and £12,000 at an 

intervention rate of 40% 

The standardised cost items will be scored individually against four criteria: 

- Animal Health & Welfare 

- Human Health and Safety 

- Technical Efficiency 

- Resource Efficiency 

Each of the four criteria will be scored out of 100 with each item able to score a maximum 

combined score of 400.  
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

support for investments in 

processing/marketing 

and/or development of 

agricultural products 

4.2 Food Business Investment Scheme 

 

Support for investments in 

processing/marketing and/or development of 

agricultural products 

Capital investments by food processing 

businesses using raw and/or first stage 

processed agricultural products 

1. Turnover 
 

2. Sustainability 
 

3. Innovation 
 

4. Education, Training, 
Skills 
 

5. Employment 

0- 4 (x 5) 

 

0- 4 (x 4) 

 

0- 4 (x 3) 

 

0- 4 (x 3) 

 

0-4  (x 2) 

 

Minimum quality 

threshold is a score of 

20. 

 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

support for non-productive 

investments linked to the 

achievement of agri-

environment-climate 

objectives 

4.4 Glastir Advanced Capital elements and  

Glastir Habitat Network capital works 

Provides investments that support the main 

activities that are undertaken under measure 

10.1. For example, Items such as fencing and 

gates to allow appropriate management of 

habitats or woodland or items that have positive 

environmental gains in their own rights such as 

hedgerows. Part of a delivery under 10.1 

 

Glastir Small Grant Scheme  

New commitment made for RDP 2014-20. 

Online scheme providing one off capital support 

for a range of items arranged by themes e.g. 

Pollinators, Landscape Features etc. Provides a 

part farm capital scheme for those wanting to 

do “something” to enhance the environment of 

their farm but not wanting to be constrained by 

a whole farm agreement.  

 

Glastir Small Grant Scheme – Small Woodlands 

or Starter Woodlands 

Simple small woodlands planting scheme 

designed for plantings less than 0.25ha in 

Glastir Woodland Creation. Aimed at riparian 

No EOI stage No EOI stage Investments through sub-

measure 4.4 is purely 

environmental improvements 

("non-productive" 

investments) linked to the 

achievement of agri-

environment-climate 

objectives.  

The selection and 

prioritisation of 4.4 

investments is therefore 

directly linked to and 

dominated by 10.1 (agri-

environment-climate) 

objectives.  And likewise for 

Glastir Woodlands Schemes.  

 

As per M.10.1 – 

available on the Welsh 

Government’s internet 

site at: 

http://gov.wales/docs/dr

ah/publications/150603-

glastir-advanced-

selection-process-

en.pdf 

The selection criteria for 

any future scheme that 

only offers non-

productive investment 

support will still use the 

M.10.1 selection criteria 

as it will be used to 

addresses M.10.1 

objectives. 

http://gov.wales/docs/drah/publications/150603-glastir-advanced-selection-process-en.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/drah/publications/150603-glastir-advanced-selection-process-en.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/drah/publications/150603-glastir-advanced-selection-process-en.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/drah/publications/150603-glastir-advanced-selection-process-en.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/drah/publications/150603-glastir-advanced-selection-process-en.pdf
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

woodlands and shelter belts to slow peak water 

flow and to contribute to the Welsh Government 

carbon sequestration goals. 

 

      . 

Article 19 

of 

Regulation 

(EU) No 

1305/2013  

farm and 

business 

development 

(Measure 6) 

business start up aid for 

non-agricultural activities in 

rural areas 

6.2 Rural Business Start-up Scheme 

 

Business start-up aid for non-agricultural 

activities in rural areas 

Working capital for sole traders; micro and 

small enterprises; farmers and/or members of a 

farm household setting up new non-agricultural 

enterprises 

All support must be additional and 

complementary to that provided by ES&T 

No EOI stage No EOI stage [ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

support for investments in 

creation and development 

of non-agricultural activities 

6.4 Rural Business Investment Scheme 

 

Support for investments in creation and 

development of non-agricultural activities 

Capital investments by sole traders; micro and 

small enterprises; farmers and/or members of a 

farm household in activities such as food 

processing (including drinks) not eligible under 

other grant schemes; agricultural contracting; 

other business activities not eligible under other 

grant schemes 

1. Turnover 
 

2. Sustainability 
 

3. Innovation 
 

4. Education, Training, 
Skills 
 

Employment 

0- 4 (x 5) 

 

0- 4 (x 4) 

 

0- 4 (x 3) 

 

0- 4 (x 3) 

 

 

0-4  (x 2) 

 

Minimum quality threshold 

is a score of 20. 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

     

 

  

Article 20 

of 

Regulation 

(EU) No 

basic services 

and village 

renewal in rural 

areas 

support for drawing up and 

updating of plans for the 

development of 

municipalities and villages 

in rural areas and their 

7.1 Rural Community Development Fund 

The Rural Community Development Fund 

(RCDF) will offer investment funding across a 

wide range of interventions designed to prevent 

1. Effective community 
engagement during 
the development of 
the proposal 
 

0- 5 (x 5) 

 

 

 

 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

1305/2013  (Measure 7) basic services and of 

protection and management 

plans relating to Natura 

2000 sites and other areas 

of high nature value 

poverty and mitigate the impact of poverty in 

rural communities, improving conditions which 

can lead to future jobs and growth.  

It is proposed that the Rural Community 

Development Fund will support: 

 The drawing up and updating of local 
development plans  

 Investment in small-scale infrastructure 
(maximum of €200,000 per application) 
relating to community-based renewable 
energy actions, broadband, non-
commercial tourism  

 Investment in the setting-up, 
improvement or expansion of local 
basic services for the rural population 
e.g. community transport, child or 
dependent care  

 Studies and investments associated 
with maintaining/restoring/upgrading 
cultural and natural heritage of villages, 
landscapes and HNV sites  

 Investments in the relocation of 
activities and conversion of 
redundant/under-utilised buildings to 
bring them back into productive use 

The RCDF will complement the support 

provided under M19 of the RDP by LEADER 

Local Action Groups (LAGs) The geographical 

coverage for the RCDF is consistent with the 

coverage for LEADER. Potential community-

level applicants must discuss their ideas and 

proposals with the Local Action Groups (LAGs) 

prior to submitting an application to the Welsh 

Government. LAGs will assess the fit with the 

priorities of their approved Local Development 

Strategy (LDS) for their area and help to 

develop the proposals if required.   

 

2. Additionality and 
strategic compliance 

 
3. Access to services 

 
4. Fuel poverty 

 
5. In-work poverty 

 
6. Digital inclusion 

0- 5 (x 4) 

 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0 -5 (x 3) 

 

  0 -5 (x 3) 

 

Minimum quality threshold 

is a score of 25. 

 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

support for investments in 

the creation, improvement 

or expansion of all types of 

small scale infrastructure, 

including investments in 

renewable energy and 

energy saving 

7.2 
1. Effective community 

engagement during 
the development of 
the proposal 
 

2. Additionality and 
strategic compliance 

 
3. Access to services 

 
4. Fuel poverty 

 
5. In-work poverty 

 
6. Digital inclusion 

0- 5 (x 5) 

 

 

 

 

0- 5 (x 4) 

 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0 -5 (x 3) 

 

0 -5 (x 3) 

 

Minimum quality 

threshold is a score of 

25. 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

support for broadband 

infrastructure, including its 

creation, improvement and 

expansion, passive 

broadband infrastructure 

and provision of access to 

broadband and public e-

government 

7.3 
1. Effective community 

engagement during 
the development of 
the proposal 
 

2. Additionality and 
strategic compliance 

 
3. Access to services 

 
4. Fuel poverty 

 
5. In-work poverty 

0- 5 (x 5) 

 

 

 

 

0- 5 (x 4) 

 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

 
6. Digital inclusion 

0 -5 (x 3) 

 

0 -5 (x 3) 

 

Minimum quality 

threshold is a score of 

25. 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

support for investments in 

the setting-up, improvement 

or expansion of local basic 

services for the rural 

population including leisure 

and culture, and the related 

infrastructure 

7.4 
1. Effective community 

engagement during 
the development of 
the proposal 
 

2. Additionality and 
strategic compliance 

 
3. Access to services 

 
4. Fuel poverty 

 
5. In-work poverty 

 
6. Digital inclusion 

0- 5 (x 5) 

 

 

 

 

0- 5 (x 4) 

 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0 -5 (x 3)  

 

0 -5 (x 3) 

 

Minimum quality 

threshold is a score of 

25. 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

support for investments for 

public use in recreational 

infrastructure, tourist 

information and small scale 

tourism infrastructure 

7.5 
1. Effective community 

engagement during 
the development of 
the proposal 
 

2. Additionality and 
strategic compliance 

 
3. Access to services 

 
4. Fuel poverty 

 
5. In-work poverty 

 
6. Digital inclusion 

0- 5 (x 5) 

 

 

 

 

0- 5 (x 4) 

 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0 -5 (x 3)   

 

0 -5 (x 3) 

 

Minimum quality 

threshold is a score of 

25. 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

support for 

studies/investments 

associated with the 

maintenance, restoration 

and upgrading of the 

cultural and natural heritage 

of villages, rural landscapes 

and high nature value sites 

including related socio-

economics aspects, as well 

as environmental 

awareness actions 

7.6  
1. Effective community 

engagement during 
the development of 
the proposal 
 

2. Additionality and 
strategic compliance 

 
3. Access to services 

 
4. Fuel poverty 

 
5. In-work poverty 

 
6. Digital inclusion 

0- 5 (x 5) 

 

 

 

 

0- 5 (x 4) 

 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0 -5 (x 3)   

 

0 -5 (x 3) 

 

Minimum quality 

threshold is a score of 

25. 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

support for investments 

targeting the relocation of 

activities and conversion of 

buildings or other facilities 

located inside or close to 

rural settlements, with a 

view to improving the 

quality of life or increasing 

the environmental 

performance of the 

settlement 

7.7 
1. Effective community 

engagement during 
the development of 
the proposal 
 

2. Additionality and 
strategic compliance 

 
3. Access to services 

 
4. Fuel poverty 

 
5. In-work poverty 

 
6. Digital inclusion 

0- 5 (x 5) 

 

 

 

 

0- 5 (x 4) 

 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0 -5 (x 3)   

 

0 -5 (x 3) 

 

Minimum quality 

threshold is a score of 

25. 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

Article 21 

of 

Regulation 

(EU) No 

1305/2013  

investments in 

forest area 

development 

and 

improvement 

of the viability 

of forests 

(Measure 8) 

support for 

afforestation/creation of 

woodland establishment 

and maintenance 

8.1 
Glastir Woodland Creation Scheme 

The woodland creation scheme will provide 

support for creating new woodland on any land 

that is not currently wooded – support for 

publicly owned land is limited to establishment 

costs only. 

Woodland creation includes a capital works 

grant, an annual maintenance grant and an 

income forgone payment.   

Woodland creation applications will require a 

creation plan – a form of Forest Management 

Plan which will be grant aided under measure 

8.5. 

EoI has been run within 

Glastir for the first window.  

Selection conditions have 

been based on GIS Layers 

in the Woodland 

Opportunities Map.  

The Woodland 

Opportunities Map is 

available online in the 

Welsh Government “Lle” 

website. 

http://lle.wales.gov.uk/  click 

through to “application” and 

Woodland Opportunities 

Map. 

Further refinements to the 

selection and scoring for 

future EOIs will be made 

available on this site where 

appropriate. 

 

The map will be regularly 

updated as additional 

information becomes 

available. 

There is a commitment to 

provide information to 

applicants about the basis 

on which the map has been 

drawn up. 

 

 

The scoring methodology 

is set out in detail in the 

attached presentation 

(Annex 2).   Each layer in 

the positive selection map 

has been assigned 

between zero and 5 

points.  The assignment 

of points to applications is 

based on the interaction 

of the land parcels 

submitted at the EOI 

stage with the underlying 

scoring layers.  

Applications are 

prioritised in accordance 

with the resulting score.  

Selection of applications 

in each window will 

proceed from the highest 

scoring application down 

the list until, based on 

estimated expenditure, 

available funds for that 

round have been 

exhausted.  In the event 

that applications do not 

proceed to final approval, 

remaining funds will be 

allocated to subsequent 

windows. 

Forest Management Plan 

(Woodland Creation Plan is 

an equivalent instrument)  

will be verified and approved.  

Applications must, if 

required, also carry out an 

Environment Impact 

Assessment.  The plans 

must demonstrate the 

necessary environmental 

safeguards referred to in the 

previous column. 

Selection at this stage is 

subject to production of 

a valid woodland 

creation plan which has 

been successfully 

verified against the UK 

Forestry Standard. 

support for establishment 

and maintenance of agro-

forestry systems  

8.2 
Glastir Woodland Creation scheme 

This scheme will run as part of Glastir 

Woodland Creation providing for additional 

options for scattered trees to be established as 

new farming systems on farms. 

EOI has been run within 

Glastir for the first window.  

Selection conditions have 

been based on GIS Layers 

in the Woodland 

Opportunities Map. 

The selection process will 

be the same as for 8.1 

Afforestation using the 

same criteria. 

Forest Management Plan 

(Woodland Creation Plan is 

an equivalent instrument) will 

be verified and approved.  

Applications must if required 

also carry out an 

Environment Impact 

Assessment. 

 Selection at this stage 

is subject to production 

of a valid woodland 

creation plan which has 

been successfully 

verified against the UK 

Forestry Standard. 

http://lle.wales.gov.uk/
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

support for prevention of 

damage to forests from 

forest fires and natural 

disasters and catastrophic 

events 

8.3 Forest Monitoring and Risk Management 

Scheme 

 

Support for prevention of damage to forests 

from forest fires and natural disasters and 

catastrophic events. 

Monitoring against disease; establishing and 

improving forest, pest and diseases monitoring 

facilities (including communication equipment); 

removing infected material, clearance of sites 

where required.  It is intended that this scheme 

will support monitoring by NRW.  It can support 

action to respond to new disease or forest pest 

outbreaks while the aim is prevention of 

disease. 

This measure will be 

subject to an EOI later in 

2015.  Selection will include 

the requirement for the 

delivery body to have 

necessary powers to 

undertake the monitoring 

work. 

No decision on thresholds 

has been taken at this 

stage.  It is intended to 

employ an approach that 

is consistent with the 

selection of investment 

schemes under Measure 

8.6. 

An agreement for work will 

be reached in co-operation 

with Natural Resources 

Wales which is the 

appropriate body identified.   

Selection at this stage 

will be contingent on 

production of a valid 

business plan.  All 

applications which 

produce a valid 

business plan will be 

selected. 

support for restoration of 

damage to forests from 

forest fires and natural 

disasters and catastrophic 

events 

8.4 
Glastir Woodlands - Restoration 

Support for restoration of woodlands affected by 

Phytophtora ramorum.  Only this disease 

currently meets the threshold test of 20% of 

forest function.  Other diseases like Chalara 

fraxinea in Ash have not yet reached that level 

of impact. 

First EOI has been run for 

the first window in Glastir.  

The criteria applied were as 

in the previous column. 

All applications which 

meet the eligibility test 

were selected.  

Prioritisation among 

schemes which met the 

criteria would be carried 

out on the basis of the 

largest applications being 

selected first until all 

funds were expended. 

Forest Management Plan will 

be verified by the Managing 

Authority with appropriate 

advice. 

Selection at the second 

stage is dependant on 

completion of a valid 

forest management plan 

– all applications which 

produce a valid 

management plan will 

be awarded a contract. 

support for investments 

improving the resilience and 

environmental value of 

forest ecosystems 

8.5 
Glastir Woodlands – Forest Management Plans 

This measure has been agreed as the main 

measure for paying for forest management 

plans which are required to enable access to 

other Measure 8 support.  This also enables 

Welsh Government to “outsource” work 

previously done by employed Forestry 

Commission staff to the beneficiary thus 

reducing cost of administration of the Glastir 

Woodlands schemes.  Forest management 

plans are required for Woodland Creation, 

Woodland Restoration and Woodland 

Management but rather than split the activity 

across measures it has been agreed to use this 

Selection criteria will be 

based on the data sets 

described.  Data sets are 

provided by NRW and kept 

under regular review to 

ensure they are up to date. 

Woodland must be existing 

woodland not in a 

conflicting grant funding 

arrangement. 

Having been selected using 

the layers and scoring 

process, the applicant will 

be invited to prepare a 

The Forest Management 

Plan funding will be 

allocated from this 

measure according to the 

selection criteria in the 

afforestation and 

agroforestry measures 

where the plan is a 

woodland creation plan or 

from the criteria to be 

developed for this 

measure where they 

relate to management of 

one or more existing 

woodland. 

Forest Management Plan will 

be the basis of selection for 

award of funding. 

The plan will be verified 

against the UK Forestry 

Standard which gives effect 

to the principles and criteria 

contained in the EU 

Regulations and the 

Ministerial Conference for the 

Protection of Europe’s 

Forests. 

? Selection at this stage 

will be based on 

submission of a valid 

Forest Management 

Plan – which will need 

to include all necessary 

permissions and 

consultation with the 

public and with statutory 

bodies to comply with 

the UK Forestry 

Standard.  All 

applications having 

passed the first stage of 

selection which also 

produce a verified 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

single measure for the plans that support all 

these activities. 

Glastir Woodlands -Management (Environment) 

Support for management of existing woodland 

for environmental aims.  Ensuring that 

woodlands are resilient in face of climate 

change, increasing diversity in woodland and 

together with measure 4.3 supporting access to 

woodlands to enable management.  

Responding to targets for improving condition of 

important woodland dependant species and 

their habitats.  Enabling and improving water 

quality within woodlands, supporting controlled 

grazing, protecting woodlands from agricultural 

stock.   

Forest Management Plan 

using a listed woodland 

management planner.  

Management Planners 

must be appropriately 

professionally qualified and 

drawn from a list 

maintained by Welsh 

Government.  

A management planning 

grant will be paid to the 

beneficiary – not as 

previously, directly to the 

planner on satisfactory 

verification of the plan. 

The selection process for 

GWM will be based on a 

set of layers and operated 

on a similar basis to the 

afforestation and 

agroforestry measure but 

with a focus on spatial 

priorities relating to 

management of existing 

woodland rather than 

creation of new woodland.  

Full layers not yet 

available as the scheme 

is still being worked up. 

management plan will 

be offered a contract. 

support for investments in 

forestry technologies and in 

processing, mobilising and 

marketing of forest products 

8.6 Support for investments in forestry technologies 

and in processing, mobilising and marketing of 

forest products 

8.6a Glastir Woodlands – Management 

(Economy) 

Complementing Glastir Woodland Management 

for environment this will focus on enabling and 

improving the economic value of woodlands – 

for example by improving stocking.  This may 

also assist with the declining carbon sink. 

 

 

8.6b Timber Business Investment Scheme 

Capital investments by SMEs in timber 

processing (prior to industrial scale processing); 

forestry harvesting contracting; other timber 

processing such as wood fuel; certain 

investments within the forest to improve 

commercial management such as roads or 

stacking places. 

 

 

 

 

8.6a 

Selection will be as for 8.5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Improve capacity to grow 

or use timber grown in 

Wales 

2. Expand local markets 

and their benefits 

3. Improve harvesting of 

timber from thinnings, or 

small scale, inaccessible 

woodland using appropriate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

0-4 (x2) 

 

0-4 (x1) 

 

0-4 (x1) 

 

0-4 (x1) 

 

 

8.6a 

Selection will be as for 

measure 8.5 but the eligible 

operations will include those 

which are available under 

this sub measure in addition 

to environmental work. 

 

 

 

 [ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

machinery 

4. Demonstrate that 

specific forests will be 

improved as a result of the 

project. Calculated based 

on area of woodland to be 

managed. 

5. Value for Money. 

Calculated based on area 

of woodland and gross 

project value. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

0-4 (x1) 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article 28 

of 

Regulation 

(EU) No 

1305/2013  

agri-

environment-

climate 

(Measure 10) 

payment for agri-

environment-climate 

commitments 

10.1 Glastir is a suite of sustainable land 

management schemes paid for under the RDP. 

Each of the schemes is designed to meet a 

specific purpose and payments are made for a 

combination of capital works, income foregone 

(from loss of opportunity to maximise 

agricultural output) and costs incurred. As such 

all schemes require an element of additional 

activity from normal practice and consequently 

meet the “something” for “something” test, but 

the extent and type of operations are varied and 

differ in their perceived and actual value to both 

participants and the Welsh environment and 

economy.   

Glastir Entry  

Basic level scheme where activity is farmer led 

and chosen from a wide range of capital (e.g. 

tree and hedge planting) and management 

options. In terms of activities much of the work 

is analogous to many Nature Fund agreements 

but without the co-operative element. WAO 

Exempted from 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under Article 

49(1) of 1305/2013 (“the 

Managing Authority shall 

define selection criteria for 

operations following a 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under all 

Measures (with the 

exception of operations 

under Articles 28 to 31, 33 

to 34 and 36 to 39, as 

referred to in Art. 49(2)).”) 

  

Exempted from 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under Article 

49(1) of 1305/2013 (“the 

Managing Authority shall 

define selection criteria for 

operations following a 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under all 

Measures (with the 

exception of operations 

under Articles 28 to 31, 33 

to 34 and 36 to 39, as 

referred to in Art. 49(2)).”) 

  

Exempted from consultation 

with the Programme 

Monitoring Committee under 

Article 49(1) of 1305/2013 

(“the Managing Authority 

shall define selection criteria 

for operations following a 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under all 

Measures (with the exception 

of operations under Articles 

28 to 31, 33 to 34 and 36 to 

39, as referred to in Art. 

49(2)).”) 

  

Exempted from 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under Article 

49(1) of 1305/2013 (“the 

Managing Authority 

shall define selection 

criteria for operations 

following a consultation 

with the Programme 

Monitoring Committee 

under all Measures 

(with the exception of 

operations under 

Articles 28 to 31, 33 to 

34 and 36 to 39, as 

referred to in Art. 

49(2)).”) 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

found the scheme to provide much greater 

additionality than predecessors due to the 

relatively high capital component of activities, 

although the benefits are dispersed and not 

focused. Under the new plan a number of 

“softer” options have been removed or 

payments reduced which further increases 

additionality. 

Glastir Advanced – area based elements 

The scheme prioritises applications based on 

where there is a known environmental 

requirement (e.g. failing water catchment) and 

activities (both capital and area based) are 

signed up by contract managers tailored to the 

requirements for which the farm has been 

selected. The scheme addresses previous 

criticism of agri-environment not being targeted 

where needed and is well suited for working in 

tandem with Area based Natural Resource 

Management plans. 

Glastir Commons 

A co-operative scheme whereby those with 

active grazing rights within a Grazing 

Association submit to a sustainable stocking 

regime with the potentially to upgrade to an 

Advanced agreement for more activity based 

works e.g.  heather burning regimes, bracken 

control, dry stone walls and shepherding. 

Important contribution to management of upland 

carbon stocks. Widely perceived as 

successfully encouraging co-operative working 

on areas formerly outside of the reach of agri-

environment.  Evaluations have praised scheme 

for benefits to social capital and as exemplar of 

facilitation based scheme. 

Glastir Habitat Network – area based elements 

New commitment made for RDP 2014-20. Part 

farm habitat management scheme rolled out as 

pilots in key regions to bring particularly 

important habitats into favourable management 

for a suite of priority species not likely to be 

addressed via Glastir Advanced. Example could 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

be a SW Wales Rhos Pasture scheme aimed at 

re-introducing cattle management to a wide 

area of neglected and undergrazed marshland 

(benefitting e.g. the marsh fritillary). Facilitated 

by project champions funded out of co-

operation measure with potential involvement 

by biodiversity/NGO’s. Could be linked to e.g. 

food branding opportunities using other RDP 

measures. Admin costs ratio likely to be high 

compared to spend on land management. 

Article 29 

of 

Regulation 

(EU) No 

1305/2013  

organic 

farming 

(Measure 11) 

payment to convert to 

organic farming practices 

and methods  

11.1 
Glastir Organics - Conversion 

Glastir Organics- Support to convert to certified 

organic status. Organic farming systems work 

with natural systems to maintain soil fertility and 

to avoid pest and diseases, avoiding the use of 

synthetic inputs such as fertilisers and 

pesticides. Beneficial to pollinators 

Exempted from 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under Article 

49(1) of 1305/2013 (“the 

Managing Authority shall 

define selection criteria for 

operations following a 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under all 

Measures (with the 

exception of operations 

under Articles 28 to 31, 33 

to 34 and 36 to 39, as 

referred to in Art. 49(2)).”) 

  

Exempted from 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under Article 

49(1) of 1305/2013 (“the 

Managing Authority shall 

define selection criteria for 

operations following a 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under all 

Measures (with the 

exception of operations 

under Articles 28 to 31, 33 

to 34 and 36 to 39, as 

referred to in Art. 49(2)).”) 

  

Exempted from consultation 

with the Programme 

Monitoring Committee under 

Article 49(1) of 1305/2013 

(“the Managing Authority 

shall define selection criteria 

for operations following a 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under all 

Measures (with the exception 

of operations under Articles 

28 to 31, 33 to 34 and 36 to 

39, as referred to in Art. 

49(2)).”) 

  

Exempted from 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under Article 

49(1) of 1305/2013 (“the 

Managing Authority 

shall define selection 

criteria for operations 

following a consultation 

with the Programme 

Monitoring Committee 

under all Measures 

(with the exception of 

operations under 

Articles 28 to 31, 33 to 

34 and 36 to 39, as 

referred to in Art. 

49(2)).”) 

payment to maintain 

organic farming practices 

and methods  

11.2 
Glastir Organics - Maintenance 

Glastir Organics- Support to maintain certified 

organic status. Attempts to target support at 

areas where environmental opportunity is 

highest or at sectors where economic potential 

is greatest have been subverted by EC position 

(which is dogmatically pro-Organic wherever 

and does not believe in selection). 

Exempted from 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under Article 

49(1) of 1305/2013 (“the 

Managing Authority shall 

define selection criteria for 

operations following a 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under all 

Measures (with the 

exception of operations 

under Articles 28 to 31, 33 

to 34 and 36 to 39, as 

Exempted from 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under Article 

49(1) of 1305/2013 (“the 

Managing Authority shall 

define selection criteria for 

operations following a 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under all 

Measures (with the 

exception of operations 

under Articles 28 to 31, 33 

to 34 and 36 to 39, as 

Exempted from consultation 

with the Programme 

Monitoring Committee under 

Article 49(1) of 1305/2013 

(“the Managing Authority 

shall define selection criteria 

for operations following a 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under all 

Measures (with the exception 

of operations under Articles 

28 to 31, 33 to 34 and 36 to 

39, as referred to in Art. 

Exempted from 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under Article 

49(1) of 1305/2013 (“the 

Managing Authority 

shall define selection 

criteria for operations 

following a consultation 

with the Programme 

Monitoring Committee 

under all Measures 

(with the exception of 

operations under 

Articles 28 to 31, 33 to 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

referred to in Art. 49(2)).”) 

  

referred to in Art. 49(2)).”) 

  

49(2)).”) 

  

34 and 36 to 39, as 

referred to in Art. 

49(2)).”) 

Article 34 

of 

Regulation 

(EU) No 

1305/2013  

forest-

environmental 

and climate 

services and 

forest 

conservation 

(Measure 15) 

payment for forest-

environmental commitments  

15.1 
Glastir Woodlands – Area Payments 

A range of area payments to support: 

- Conversion of woodland to restore 

peatland by providing an income 

forgone payment to reflect loss of 

timber income. 

- Delayed restocking where this is 

required to improve status of acidified 

catchments 

Regular multiannual mowing of rides to improve 

habitat for invertebrates (butterflies etc.). 

Exempted from 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under Article 

49(1) of 1305/2013 (“the 

Managing Authority shall 

define selection criteria for 

operations following a 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under all 

Measures (with the 

exception of operations 

under Articles 28 to 31, 33 

to 34 and 36 to 39, as 

referred to in Art. 49(2)).”) 

  

Exempted from 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under Article 

49(1) of 1305/2013 (“the 

Managing Authority shall 

define selection criteria for 

operations following a 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under all 

Measures (with the 

exception of operations 

under Articles 28 to 31, 33 

to 34 and 36 to 39, as 

referred to in Art. 49(2)).”) 

  

Exempted from consultation 

with the Programme 

Monitoring Committee under 

Article 49(1) of 1305/2013 

(“the Managing Authority 

shall define selection criteria 

for operations following a 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under all 

Measures (with the exception 

of operations under Articles 

28 to 31, 33 to 34 and 36 to 

39, as referred to in Art. 

49(2)).”) 

  

Exempted from 

consultation with the 

Programme Monitoring 

Committee under Article 

49(1) of 1305/2013 (“the 

Managing Authority 

shall define selection 

criteria for operations 

following a consultation 

with the Programme 

Monitoring Committee 

under all Measures 

(with the exception of 

operations under 

Articles 28 to 31, 33 to 

34 and 36 to 39, as 

referred to in Art. 

49(2)).”) 

Article 35 

of 

Regulation 

(EU) No 

1305/2013  

Cooperation 

(Measure 16) 

support for the 

establishment of operational 

groups of the EIP for 

agricultural productivity and 

sustainability  

16.1 European Innovation Partnership 

It is proposed that Wales embraces the 

opportunities offered by the EIP, which through 

addressing issues of poor coordination, and 

overcoming disadvantages of fragmentation will 

improve innovative practices on the ground.  

The Welsh Government will lead the 

establishment of “EIP Wales”, setting eligibility 

conditions, specific composition requirements, 

selection criteria and targeting to facilitate and 

support the establishment of appropriate 

Operational Groups.  

Topics may include for instance: technical 

solutions to increasing productivity or resource 

efficiency, maximising sustainable use of 

ecosystem services, soil functionality and water 

management, integrated supply chain solutions, 

benchmarking and managerial innovation for 

producers, or development of new food quality 

Not applicable. 

It is envisaged that there 

will be a one step 

application process for the 

establishment and 

execution of an OG 

Not applicable. 

It is envisaged that there 

will be a one step 

application process for the 

establishment and 

execution of an OG 

The following components 

will be key elements for the 

selection criteria for OGs: 

1. project objectives 
targeted to practical 
outcomes 
2. the particular and 
targeted composition of the 
project partnership (OG) 
benefiting the specific 
project, making the best use 
of different types of 
knowledge  in an interactive 
way 

3.   composition of the group 

benefiting its outreach: to 

enhance spreading results 

(Are the appropriate actors 

involved with a view to 

encourage co-creation and 

interactivity during the 

implementation of innovation 

by  (1) the end-users (farmer, 

The scoring matrix for 

the 7 key Selection 

Criteria for OGs is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 7 Lows. 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

and livestock health care schemes. farmers' organisation, etc.), 

(2) advisors, and (3) a 

researcher(s)/enterprise/NG

O with the particular 

knowledge needed, etc.) 

4.         Quality of the 

organisation of activities: a.)         

The degree to which well 

designed project.   b.)         

Whether the proposal 

incorporates the necessary 

levels of coordination. c.)          

good cost/benefit ratio 

5.         Elements illustrating 

the interaction between 

partners of the OG: a 

measurement of the quality 

and quantity of knowledge 

exchange between the 

actors.  a.) sufficient 

knowledge exchange 

activities organised, b.)         

good quality of knowledge 

exchange organisation. 

6.         Expected effect of the 

planned dissemination of 

project results via courses, 

networks, advising or 

permanent databases 

7.         Added value 

expected from the project 

compared with the available 

knowledge: so asking about 

the state of the art of 

knowledge in the field that 

the OG will tackle identifying 

explicitly what the OG will 

add to what is done already. 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

support for pilot projects 

and for the development of 

new products, practices, 

processes and technologies 

16.2 Co-operation and Supply Chain Development 

Scheme  

It is proposed that the Co-operation and Supply 

Chain Development Scheme will be a Welsh 

Government-operated fund consisting of six 

themes: 

 New Ways 

 Shared Opportunities 

 Supply chains and Local Markets 

 Natural Resource Management 

 Biomass 

 Social Cohesion 
 

The types of activity will include the following: 

 Pilot projects 

 Co-operation between operators in 
farming, food and tourism 

 Short supply chains & local markets 

 Climate change and the environment 

 Provision of biomass 

 Diversification of farming activities into 
social functions. 

 

The Co-operation and Supply Chain 

Development Scheme is designed to make new 

things happen.  It cannot be used to support 

joint activities which are already taking place 

but could support an existing group of co-

operating entities in undertaking a new joint 

project.  As part of the above it can also support 

the adaptation of existing farming practices, 

research when directly linked to a practical 

project, and demonstration activities when 

linked to the final stage of testing / validating 

technology. 

It will provide support for the full scope of a 

project from the initial stages through delivery 

and into dissemination and evaluation and as 

such will require as relatively detailed plan to be 

prepared unless funding is being sought for the 

initial stage only.  It will provide both revenue 

and capital support. 

1. Stakeholder 
engagement 
 

2. Barriers to 
engagement 

 
3. Additionality & 

Strategic Compliance 
 

4. Communication 
 

5. Evaluation 
 

6. Outputs / Outcomes 

 

0- 5 (x 5) 

 

0- 5 (x 4) 

 

0-5 (x5) 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0- 5 (x 2) 

 

0 -5 (x 2) 

 
Minimum quality 

threshold is a score of 

20. 

 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

co-operation among small 

operators in organising joint 

work processes and sharing 

facilities and resources, and 

for developing and 

marketing tourism 

16.3 
1. Stakeholder 

engagement 
 

2. Barriers to 
engagement 

 
3. Communication 

 
4. Evaluation 

 
5. Outputs / Outcomes 

 

0- 5 (x 5) 

 

 

0- 5 (x 4) 

 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0- 5 (x 2) 

 

0 -5 (x 2) 

Minimum quality threshold 

is a score of 20. 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

support for horizontal and 

vertical co-operation among 

supply chain actors for the 

establishment and 

development of short supply 

chains and local markets 

and for promotion activities 

in a local context relating to 

the development of short 

supply chains and local 

markets 

16.4 
1. Stakeholder 

engagement 
 

2. Barriers to 
engagement 

 
3. Additionality & 

Stretegic compliance 
 

4. Communication 
 

5. Evaluation 
 

6. Outputs / Outcomes 

0- 5 (x 5) 

 

 

0- 5 (x 4) 

 

 

0-5 (x5) 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0- 5 (x 2) 

 

0 -5 (x 2) 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

 
 
 
The Sustainable Management Scheme (M16.5) 
 
The scheme aims to support collaborative 
landscape-scale projects delivering action that 
improves our natural resources in a way that 
delivers benefits to farm and rural businesses 
and rural communities.  It will also support and 
facilitate co-ordination with other schemes to 
undertake the vital action needed to improve 
the resilience of farm and rural businesses and 
rural communities to the climate impacts 
through support for projects that directly reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions from land 
management and farm business activities. 
 

 

 

  
Minimum quality threshold 

is a score of 20. 

made. 

support for joint action 

undertaken with a view to 

mitigating or adapting to 

climate change and for joint 

approaches to 

environmental projects and 

ongoing environmental 

practices 

16.5 
1. Action to tackle one 

or more of the  
emerging national 
priorities from the 
Natural Resources 
Policy Statement 
2015 

1. Priorities for Action 
to support the 
Welsh 
Government’s 
Natural Resources 
Policy  

2. Application  of the 
principles of 
sustainable 
management of 
natural resources 

3. Action to tackle 
Local area 
challenges and 
take forward 
opportunities 

4. Ensuring good 
governance, project 
management & 
clearly identified 
outcomes 

5. Clear and 
appropriate 
monitoring and 
evaluation plans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

0- 4 (x3) 

 

 

 

 

 

0- 4 (x 4) 

 

 

 

0- 4 (x 3) 

 

 

 

 

0- 4 (x 2) 

 

 

 

 

0 -4 (x 2) 

Minimum quality threshold 

is a score of 20. 

 

A 0 score in criteria 1-3 

will prevent the EOI from 

progressing.   

 

 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

support for cooperation 

among supply chain actors 

for sustainable provision of 

biomass for use in food and 

energy production and 

industrial processes 

16.6 Co-operation and Supply Chain Development 

Scheme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Co-operative Forest Planning Scheme 

It is intended that the outcome of this scheme 

will be strategic plans that will enable woodland 

management and creation by identifying and 

dealing with  barriers and addressing issues at 

a strategic level. This co-operative forest 

planning scheme will be run as a standalone 

revenue grant. 

Forest Management Plans are important in 

delivering the EU Biodiversity strategy to 2020, 

which calls on Member States to implement 

Forest Management Plans or equivalent 

instruments through their RDP.  

Forest Management plans will be in line with the 

principles of sustainable forest management set 

out in the Forests Europe initiative and in the 

EU Forestry Strategy.  In Wales, all plans will 

be assessed by Welsh Government to 

determine that they are in line with the UK 

Forestry Standard which translates the Forests 

Europe and the EU Forestry strategy into a UK 

context. 

This operation will support the creation of 

Woodland Establishment and the creation of 

Woodland Management Plans 

Forest management planning in accordance 

1. Stakeholder 
engagement 
 

2. Barriers to 
engagement 

 
3. Communication 

 
4. Evaluation 

 
5. Outputs / Outcomes 

 

0- 5 (x 5) 

 

 

0- 5 (x 4) 

 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0- 5 (x 2) 

 

0 -5 (x 2) 

Minimum quality threshold 

is a score of 20. 

 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

support for drawing up of 

forest management plans or 

equivalent instruments 

16.8  

1. The bid must explain 
how the proposal 
contributes to woodland 
creation (in line with 
opportunities map), or 
bringing more 
woodland into good 
management   

2. The proposal must 
clearly explain how the 
bid will apply the 
principles of 
Sustainable 
Management of Natural 
Resources (SMNR) in 
the development and 
implementation of their 
proposal, and how they 
will comply with the UK 
Forestry Standard and 
guidelines as they 
apply to forest 
standards. 

3. The bid must clearly 
show  how the proposal 
will build on and 
complement existing 
work including work 
proposed in other RC-
RDP schemes 

4. The bid must be 
strategic in scope, 

 

 

 0- 5  

 

 

0- 5  

 

 

0- 5  

 

0- 5 

 

 
Minimum quality 

threshold is a score of 

12. 

 

A score of 0 in any of the 

criteria will prevent the 

EOI from progressing 

any further. 

 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

with the forests Europe principles and criteria 

requires involvement of stakeholders in the 

planning process and the standard costs will 

cover the inclusion of stakeholders in the 

planning process.  They may be considered as 

beneficiaries in certain cases or may be 

reimbursed indirectly for their contribution to 

forest plans through the payment made to the 

forest holder.  

 

demonstrating that it 
will encompass 
opportunities at a 
Wales wide level 

support for diversification of 

farming activities into 

activities concerning health 

care, social integration, 

community-supported 

agriculture and education 

about the environment and 

food 

16.9 Co-operation and Supply Chain Development 

Scheme  
1. Stakeholder 

engagement 
 

2. Barriers to 
engagement 

 
3. Communication 

 
4. Evaluation 

 
5. Outputs / Outcomes 

 

0- 5 (x 5) 

 

 

0- 5 (x 4) 

 

 

0- 5 (x 3) 

 

0- 5 (x 2) 

 

0 -5 (x 2) 

 
Minimum quality 

threshold is a score of 

20. 

[ESI 9 criteria to be used] 

Strategic Fit 

Delivery  

Financial & Compliance 

Management of Operation 

Indicators & Outcomes 

Value for Money 

Long Term Sustainability 

Cross Cutting Themes 

Suitability of Investment 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

Article 35 

of 

Regulation 

(EU) No 

1303/2013  

support for 

LEADER local 

development 

(CLLD) 

(Measure 19) 

preparatory support 19.1 LEADER 

Support for Community-led Local Development 

(CLLD) via the LEADER method.  Local Action 

Groups (LAGs) develop a Local Development 

Strategy for their geographical area which sets 

out the SWOT analysis and strategic objectives 

for the Programme period. 

LAGs engage with people living in rural areas, 

build their capacity to identify the barriers they 

face to development and support them to pilot 

solutions to overcome these barriers.  The 

results of these pilots must be widely 

disseminated and can inform future rural 

development policy. 

Activities under LEADER must address at least 

No EOI stage  No EOI stage  
1. Strategic Fit 

 
2. Financial & Compliance 

 
3. Delivery  

 
4. Management of 

Operation 
 

5. Value for Money 
 

6. Indicators & Outcomes 
 

7. Suitability of Investment 
 

8. Cross Cutting Themes 
 

9. Long Term 
Sustainability 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

one of the 18 RDP Focus Areas and must 

similarly be linked to one of the five LEADER 

themes for Wales: 

 

1. Adding value to local identity and 
natural and cultural resources 

2. Facilitating pre-commercial 
development, business partnerships 
and short supply chains 

3. Exploring new ways of providing non-
statutory local services 

4. Renewable energy at Community level 

5. Exploitation of digital technology  

M19 includes support for:  

 the running costs and animation 
functions of the LEADER Local Action 
Groups (LAGs) 

 the implementation of their Local 
Development Strategies and  

 co-operation projects the LAGs deliver 
in partnership with LAGs from other 
parts of the UK and/or other Member 
States and/or third countries.  These 
projects are designed to share best 
practice and encourage Wales to learn 
from the experience of other Member 
States 

 

support for implementation 

of operations under the 

CLLD strategy 

19.2 No EOI stage  No EOI stage  
1. Strategic Fit 

 
2. Financial & Compliance 

 
3. Delivery  

 
4. Management of 

Operation 
 

5. Value for Money 
 

6. Indicators & Outcomes 
 

7. Suitability of Investment 
 

8. Cross Cutting Themes 
 

9. Long Term 
Sustainability 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

preparation and 

implementation of 

cooperation activities of the 

local action group 

19.3  No EOI stage  No EOI stage  
1. Strategic Fit 

 
2. Financial & Compliance 

 
3. Delivery  

 
4. Management of 

Operation 
 

5. Value for Money 
 

6. Indicators & Outcomes 
 

7. Suitability of Investment 
 

8. Cross Cutting Themes 
 

9. Long Term 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

Sustainability 

support for running costs 

and animation  

19.4 No EOI stage  No EOI stage  
1. Strategic Fit 

 
2. Financial & Compliance 

 
3. Delivery  

 
4. Management of 

Operation 
 

5. Value for Money 
 

6. Indicators & Outcomes 
 

7. Suitability of Investment 
 

8. Cross Cutting Themes 
 

9. Long Term 
Sustainability 

The scoring matrix for 

the 9 Selection Criteria 

is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

Articles 51 

to 54 of 

Regulation 

(EU) No 

1305/2013  

technical 

assistance 

(Measure 20) 

support technical 

assistance (other than 

NRN) 

20.1 Technical Assistance  

Monitoring and Evaluation: the regulatory and 

mandatory evaluations for the Wales RDP. 

Managing Authority delivery requirements. 

PPIMS – the IT platform to deliver the socio-

economic elements of the RDP. 

No EOI stage No EOI stage Application selection to be 

based upon ESI criteria: 

- Strategic Fit 
- Delivery  
- Financial & Compliance 
- Management of 

Operation 
- Indicators & Outcomes 
- Value for Money 
- Cross Cutting Themes 
- Suitability of Investment 

Long Term Sustainability will 

not be assessed as it is not 

relevant for Technical 

Assistance projects 

The scoring matrix for 

the Selection Criteria is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 

support for establishing and 

operating the NRN 

20.2 Technical Assistance – Wales Rural Network 

(WRN) 

The main activities of the Wales Rural Network 

(WRN) are to ensure that there is an exchange 

of expertise between all parties involved with 

No EOI stage No EOI stage Application selection to be 

based upon ESI criteria: 

- Strategic Fit 
- Delivery  
- Financial & Compliance 
- Management of 

The scoring matrix for 

the Selection Criteria is;  

High / Medium / Low / 

Minimal. 
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Measure under Regulation 

(EU) No 1305/2013 or 

Regulation (EU) No 

1303/2013 

Sub-measure for 

programming purposes 

Sub-

measure 

code under 

this 

Regulation 

Title of proposed Welsh Government 

Scheme/Fund  

including Thumbnail sketch of scheme(s) 

Selection  Criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Scoring criteria at 

Expression of Interest 

(EOI) stage (where 

applicable) 

Score & Weighting 

Factor 

Selection Criteria at 

application stage 

Scoring Criteria at 

application stage 

the RDP; to support implementation and 

evaluation of rural development policy; and to 

secure and co-ordinate the flow of information 

between the local, national and European 

levels.   

Implementation of the Communications 

Strategy for the RDP. 

Operation 
- Indicators & Outcomes 
- Value for Money 
- Cross Cutting Themes 
- Suitability of Investment 

Long Term Sustainability will 

not be assessed as it is not 

relevant for Technical 

Assistance projects 

The threshold is to be at 

least 9 Lows. 

This will apply to all of 

the Sub Measures 

where a direct 

application can be 

made. 
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  WPMC(17)100 
 

WELSH EUROPEAN FUNDING OFFICE 
 

DRAFT INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY PLAN FOR 2017  
 

Introduction  

 

1. This is the Communications Plan for 2017 for the ERDF and ESF Structural Funds 
programmes 2014–2020. The plan sets out the main information and publicity priorities 
and measures for 2017 and how they will be delivered. 
 

2. The plan has been prepared by the programmes’ Managing Authority, the Welsh 
European Funding Office (WEFO). It has been informed by and supplements the 
overarching Communication Plan for 2014–2020, which was agreed by the Wales 
Programme Monitoring Committee in June 2015. 
 

Wales in Transition 

3. Wales is a nation in transition, and negotiation decisions taken by the UK Government in 
the months ahead will define Wales’ economic and social interests for many years to 
come. While there are uncertainties around what exit from the EU will look like, what 
remains clear is that the EU funds in Wales continue to make an important contribution 
to helping our economy diversify and lay the foundations for more sustainable 
prosperity, especially in West Wales and the Valleys.  

 

4. As part of our communications activities for the year, it is a priority for us to provide 
assurances to existing and potential stakeholders and sponsors that we are committed 
to delivering the programmes, and to communicating the benefits and achievements of 
EU funds in Wales. This is not only to ensure we comply with EC regulations (including 
those on information and publicity), and avoid any risk to losing EU funds, but also to 
make the strongest case to the UK Government for replacement funding by continuing 
to demonstrate the value and importance of EU funds for our businesses, communities 
and people.  This year is also the 60th anniversary of the European Social Fund, and so 
we will be seeking opportunities to promote this milestone as part of our communication 
activities throughout the year; for example, at our annual information event and through 
Twitter, digital media and press/media announcements.  
 

5. Working with our sponsors and stakeholders, we are using a number of communication 
channels to publicise impact, particularly through press / media notices, social media 
such as Twitter and You Tube, and other online and e-newsletter measures, which are 
attracting a growing following and reach among the general public. For example, we 
continue to achieve over 90% average of positive coverage of EU funds in press / 
media. While the number of subscribers to our bimonthly e-newsletter is currently 2,570 
and the number of Twitter followers is 2,760.     
 

6. Our wider communication plans for marking Europe Day (9 May), were affected by pre-
election restrictions. However, we tweeted an infographic on EU funds and encouraged 
project sponsors to publicise their EU project activities. This resulted in some positive 
activity and messages on EU funds, highlighting their benefits to the region   
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7. We will hold a number of seminars throughout the year, including our annual information 
event in the Winter.    

 

Information and Publicity priorities for 2017 

8. The key information and publicity priorities to promote the ERDF and ESF programmes 
at national and regional levels in 2017 are as follows: 

 

 continue to promote the delivery and benefits of EU funds in Wales, with a stronger 
consensus around the importance of EU funds to Wales’ prosperity, simplifying 
messages, and achieving a ‘plain English’ readability score; 

 ensure delivery project sponsors, partners and stakeholders, including the Regional 
Engagement Teams, understand and comply with regulatory requirements on 
publicising the programmes so that EU funds are not put at risk;   

 use the impact of EU funds to positively influence UK decisions on replacement 
funding for Wales to address long-term challenges, and ensure stakeholders, 
sponsors, and the general public are kept informed of developments on future 
regional economic funding in Wales;  

 highlight the significance of Europe Day (9 May) by working with project sponsors to 
promote the benefits of EU projects and the programmes; 

 increase the profile of cross-cutting themes and the wider value being generated by 
projects in these areas, maximising key opportunities such as Equalities Week 19–23 
June; 

 develop publicity to create awareness and interest in new funding calls to support the 
delivery of ESF and ERDF programmes in Wales; 

 organise an annual event to publicise the achievements of the programmes, with a 
specific focus this year on the 60th anniversary of the European Social Fund; 

 create PR opportunities for Cabinet Secretaries and Ministers to raise the profile of 
EU funds and the ongoing impact of EU-funded projects; 

 develop a new approved project database for the programmes 2014–2020 by the 
end of the year; 

 continue to participate in and share best practice with UK and EC Communications 
networks, and promote EU led Communications events / competitions (e.g. 
Regiostars, EU in my Region etc; 

 continue to integrate opportunities and successes with other EU funding programmes 
such as the European Territorial and Co-operation and rural development 
programmes, and those directly managed by the European Commission, such as 
Horizon 2020, particularly as we believe Wales should continue to benefit from 

access to them outside of the EU; and 

 maximise the potential of new media technologies, particularly by expanding 
the content and volume of our digital and social media channels.   
 
 

Measures  

9. How these priorities can be taken forward in 2017 is set out in the main publicity 
measures in Annex A. This includes delivery arrangements and a timetable for 

implementation. 
 

 

 



 

 134 

Major information activity for 2017 

10. As we enter the midway point of the 2014-2020 programmes, the majority of approved 
projects are now in their delivery phase. This year’s approach will focus strongly on 
demonstrating the real-life impact of these projects on people, communities, businesses, 
and the resultant impact on helping to improve prosperity and labour market conditions in 
Wales. 
 

11. Measures to promote project activities will link with activities to promote the 
achievements of the programmes overall and also the work being undertaken to develop 
a common Welsh position on future regional economic development funding.   
 

12. Work is also underway to develop our EU funds web pages to include an approved 
project 2014–2020 database that will be fully compliant with EC regulations and provide 
added user-friendly functionalities such as an interactive map.  
 

13. WEFO will continue to work with RETs / 3-SET to help with the effective delivery of the 
2014-2020 Communication strategy and annual plans, as they will play an important role, 
working in partnership with WEFO, in promoting the programmes and projects at 
regional and local levels.  
 

Progress so far in 2017 

14. The following is a snapshot of communications activities so far in 2017: 
 

 Substantial mainstream media, online and social media coverage of EU funding 
project announcements including: PaCE,  Institute of Compound Semiconductors, 
Arbed III, Welsh Financial Services Graduate Programme, the Healthy Working 
Wales Out of Work Service, Tourism Attractor Destinations, including Porthcawl 
Maritime Centre and Caernarfon town centre and waterfront regeneration, Workways 
Powys, Property for Business Development Grant Fund, Property Infrastructure 
Fund, IMPACT, SPARC II, South Pembrokeshire Demonstration Zone. Details of 
media / press coverage of these projects have been included in our monitoring 
bulletins, which are generally emailed monthly.  
 

 Created Ministerial PR opportunities to mark project achievement and milestones for: 
FLEXIS, Skills for Industry II, Computational Foundry, ARBED III and Minesto’s Deep 
Green marine energy project; 
 

 Publicity created to promote key success and milestones of projects including: the 
Wales Business Fund, Minesto Deep Green, Sêr Cymru,  CEMET, Agile Nation, 
Workways, Active Inclusion and Agile Nation; 
 

 Submission of three Welsh entries, SEREN, Agile Nation 2, and Inspire2Achieve for 
the EU’s Regiostars Awards 2017, with winners to be announced by the EC later this 
year; 
 

 Cross cutting themes (CCTs) focus on CUBRIC and Computational Foundry, and 
social media linking CCT activity in Welsh projects to International Women’s Day, 
World Health Day, Earth Hour and the International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination; 
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 Publicity undertaken to support ERDF funding calls for Research and Innovation, and 
Small-scale Renewable Energy, and ESF funding calls for Sustainable Employment; 
 

 Social media reach at all-time high with Twitter content averaging over 3,000 views 
per day; 
 

 PR opportunities co-ordinated with other EU funding programmes, for example the 
ERDF programme was also promoted as part of success stories on Horizon 2020, 
including through published case studies (flyers and digital footage) and press 
notices to celebrate the achievements of Horizon 2020 in Wales at our annual event 
on 30 March; 
 

 For Europe Day, we created and published a new infographic which breaks down 
how EU funds are allocated geographically in Wales. It was our most popular tweet 
during May having been viewed on 3,890 occasions, generating 83 engagements. 
EU project sponsors in Wales were also encouraged to publicise their projects on 
Europe Day. Some examples of this include a Europe Day selfie campaign involving 
Bangor University students participating in the KESS scheme alongside EU funds 
branded materials such as flags and certificates at as well as participants from third 
sector-led ESF projects.  A suite of testimonials from beneficiaries of Swansea 
University EU-funded projects were posted on Twitter and a Europe Day event took 
place at Cardiff University’s Brain Research Imaging Centre, including the FLEXIS 
project. 

 

 

WEFO  

Communications 

06/2017
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Annex A 

Main Information and Publicity Measures for 2017 

 

Measure Additional Information Lead  

Responsibility  

Timetable for 

Implementation 

Priority 1: Publicising the 

impact and benefits of the EU 

funding programmes 

investing in sustainable 

growth and jobs, including via 

the approval,  launches and 

achievements of projects, 

Europe Day, the 60th 

anniversary of the European 

Social Fund, and integration 

of the Cross Cutting Themes  

Target group – mainly national, regional and local media, 

delivery and strategic partners, the European Commission 

and the general public 

WEFO Communications Ongoing actions 

throughout the 

year 

1.1 Issue to media good news 

stories on progress of projects 

and programme milestones for 

print and online coverage, 

achieving over 90% positive 

media coverage. 

Specific publicity measures to include: 

  

– issue press releases  editorials / Ministerial columns about 

project approvals and milestones, and general progress of 

programmes to newspapers, online news channels, and the 

Welsh Government website 

 

– provide Ministerial quotes containing key strategic messages 

to press releases developed by project sponsors/partners  

 

WEFO Communications, in liaison 

with press office, project sponsors,  

RETs / 3-SET etc 

Ongoing actions 

throughout the year 

1.2 Positively influence media 

reporting of stories involving EU 

funds and EU funded projects  

Specific measures include: 

 

– provide comprehensive and timely responses to media 

WEFO Communications in liaison 

with PMD, project sponsors, and 

press office 

Ongoing actions 

throughout the year 
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Measure Additional Information Lead  

Responsibility  

Timetable for 

Implementation 

queries including background context, key facts, statistics, and 

Welsh Government quotes. 

 

 

 

 

1.3 Utilise new technology and 

digital channels as key 

communications tools, including  

production of digital footage to 

publicise key messages, impact 

of programmes, and project 

case studies and milestones 

For publication on You Tube, Twitter and use at events, 

including annual event (see 3.1 below) 

 

 

WEFO Communications, in liaison 

with PMD, project sponsors, RETs, 

3-SET etc. 

Ongoing actions 

throughout the year 

1.4 Arrange Ministerial visits to 

projects across Wales – to mark 

funding announcements, 

launches and delivery 

milestones. 

Specific publicity measures to include: 

 

– arrange publicity about the impact and benefits of projects 

(with a focus on human interest case studies), as well as the 

wider progress of the programmes via issue of press releases, 

tweets, EU funds web pages, e-newsletter etc.       

WEFO Communications, in liaison 

with WG press office, project 

sponsors, RETs / 3-SET etc 

Ongoing actions 

throughout the year 

1.5 Draft and circulate e-

newsletter to more than 2,500 

subscribers including 

stakeholders, project sponsors, 

and general public. 

Highlighting latest developments and achievements of 

programmes and projects, upcoming events, and information 

and guidance on delivery of 2014–2020 programmes, including 

funding calls for certain priorities of the programmes.  

WEFO Communications Bimonthly 

1.6 Continue to improve reach 

and engagement levels on 

twitter including review of new 

prepare video clips of projects and participants  to highlight 

impact of EU funded projects on Twitter; 

WEFO Communications Ongoing 
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Measure Additional Information Lead  

Responsibility  

Timetable for 

Implementation 

approaches and further 

promotion of hashtag 

#EUFundsCymru amongst 

sponsors. 

 

- develop infographics and digital content promoting the 

outcomes and impact of EU programmes in Wales 

- Work with sponsors to participate in conversations highlighting 

the benefits of EU funds through imagery, video clips, data and 

personal storiesusing the hashtag. 

- increase followers, content views and engagement against 

2016 data. 

 

 

 

 

1.7 Publicise Europe Day (9 

May) in accordance with Article 

7 of European Regulation 

Specific publicity measures to include: 

– undertake a Twitter campaign in collaboration with project 

sponsors and stakeholders to promote positive messages 

around the impact of EU funds and projects in Wales 

– fly European flag at WG / WEFO sites 

 

 

WEFO Communications, in liaison 

with project sponsors and 

stakeholders, including RETs and 3-

SET 

9 May 

1.8 Review and develop new 

branding for the programmes 

and continue to develop 

promotional items for use at 

events and other publicity 

channels 

– Develop new branding for pop-up stands etc., representing 

regional and thematic areas  

 

– Continue to develop promotional items as appropriate. 

WEFO Communications  – between July and 

September 

 

– ongoing 
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Measure Additional Information Lead  

Responsibility  

Timetable for 

Implementation 

 

1.9 Build on library of photos, 

case studies and digital footage 

of projects and beneficiaries for 

use in publicity etc 

 

 

 

Build on library of photos and case studies for use in press 

releases, publications, advertorials, events, presentations and 

social media. 

WEFO Communications, in liaison 

with project sponsors and 

stakeholders 

Ongoing actions 

throughout the year 

Priority 2: Continue to ensure 

project sponsors, partners 

and stakeholders, including 

the Regional Engagement 

Teams, understand and 

comply with regulatory 

requirements on publicising 

the ERDF and ESF 

programmes 

Target group – project sponsors and beneficiaries, RETs / 

3-SET.  

 

The main action is the Information and Publicity Guidelines 

(incorporating EU regulatory requirements) for project 

sponsors (published on the Welsh Government website), 

holding seminars on the regulatory requirements for WEFO 

staff, the RETs / 3-SET, and project sponsors establishing 

appropriate communication channels between WEFO and 

the RETs / 3-SET.  

 

WEFO, in liaison with the RETs / 

3-SET 

Ongoing actions 

throughout the 

year 

2.1 Review and implement best 

practice on Information and 

Publicity Guidelines 

(incorporating EU regulatory 

– ensure information and publicity measures are fully integrated 

into project delivery and are monitored by WEFO to ensure 

compliance.  

WEFO Communications Team Guidance 

published on WG 

web pages and 

undertake ongoing 
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Measure Additional Information Lead  

Responsibility  

Timetable for 

Implementation 

requirements) for project 

sponsors and beneficiaries 

 

– establish network of project communications officers to 

explore PR opportunities and share best practice . 

review to cover 

best practice  

2.2 Undertake refresher 

seminars for WEFO staff on 

information and publicity 

guidelines and requirements for 

sponsors 

Refresher seminars to cover EU regulatory and Managing 

Authority contractual requirements, information and publicity 

priorities for 2017, best practice, and forward planning and 

monitoring. 

WEFO Communications  Ongoing actions 

throughout the year 

2.3 Participate in regular project 

reviews with sponsors, and meet 

with project communication 

officers where appropriate 

Ensure project communications activities, best practice and PR 

opportunities are addressed at review meetings 

WEFO Communications in liaison 

with PMD and project sponsors 

Ongoing actions 

throughout the year 

2.4 Undertake information and 

publicity awareness for RETs / 

3-SET, and WEFO Comms staff 

to attend regular review 

meetings 

Covering EU regulatory and Managing Authority contractual 

requirements, 2017 information and publicity priorities, best 

practice, action planning and monitoring at national and regional 

levels  

WEFO Communications, in liaison 

with PMD, RETs and 3-SET. 

Ongoing actions 

throughout the year 

WEFO, RETs and 

3-SET meetings 

held quarterly 

2.5 Distribute free 

commemorative plaques and 

posters for all sponsors that 

have been approved funding 

under 2014–2020 programmes 

(in line with Article 8 of 

European Regulations) 

Free commemorative plaques and posters, displaying 

respective EU funds logo to be distributed to all project 

sponsors regardless of grant value. 

WEFO Communications Ongoing actions 

throughout the year 

Priority 3: Organise annual 

event to publicise the 

achievements of the 

Target group – mainly national, regional and local 

stakeholders and potential sponsors, the European 

WEFO Communications Team Winter 
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Measure Additional Information Lead  

Responsibility  

Timetable for 

Implementation 

programmes  Commission, the media, and the general public.  

 

3.1 Arrange annual event for the 

programmes involving key 

stakeholders and beneficiaries 

– Event will be scheduled for Winter 

 

– promote digital footage of achievements and issue Ministerial 

press notice etc on progress of programmes and project 

milestone 

 

– particular attention will be given to celebrating the 60th 

anniversary of the European Social Fund   

 

 

WEFO Communications Team Winter 

Priority 4: Maintenance and 

update of bilingual EU funds 

section of the Welsh 

Government website 

Target group – mainly national, regional and local 

stakeholders and potential sponsors, the European 

Commission, other EU managing authorities, the media and 

the general public. 

 

WEFO Communications Team Ongoing actions 

throughout the 

year  

4.1. Ensure website section is 

easy to navigate and is 

customer-friendly 

Review content regularly to meet core business functions, 

including access to WEFO Online, through online surveys, 

feedback etc 

WEFO Communications Team Ongoing actions 

throughout the year 

4.2. Develop search engine New database will have basic details of approved projects i.e. WEFO Communications Team in Work will start in 
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Measure Additional Information Lead  

Responsibility  

Timetable for 

Implementation 

database for approved projects 

(in line with Article 7 of 

European Regulations) 

beneficiary name, project name, amount of ERDF / ESF grant 

allocation, final payment allocation etc, in compliance with EC 

regulations. 

liaison with WG Central Web Team November for 

completion by end 

of the year 

4.3. Publish new web pages on 

regional economic development 

funding 

Publish new pages to share information in the developments of 

a Welsh position on future regional funds targeting partners, 

stakeholders and general public. 

WEFO Communications Team  Summer  

 

 


