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           14 August 2015 
 
Dear Colleagues 
 
Further to recent announcements made by the UK Government in respect of changes to the 
planning system  to expedite shale gas exploitation, I am writing to you to clarify that these 
announcements relate to England only, and to remind you of the Welsh Government’s 
position on such developments. 
 
The Welsh Government continues to believe that the technologies behind hydraulic 
fracturing are unproven and therefore we have maintained our precautionary policy 
framework in respect of proposals involving “fracking”. Furthermore, in February I issued a 
Notification Direction (The Town and Country Planning (Notification) (Unconventional Oil 
and Gas) (Wales) Direction 2015) accompanied by a letter from the Chief Planner which set 
out the requirements on local planning authorities to notify me of any planning application 
involving hydraulic fracturing which they are minded to approve.  
 
The Welsh Government’s vision for future energy generation is based on embracing Wales’ 
abundant renewable energy resources which provide exciting and immediate opportunities. 
We must ensure, in accordance with the principles set out in the Well-being of Future 
Generations (Wales) Act, that we address the issue of climate change immediately through 
the effective deployment of renewable energy technologies. Not only will this help reduce 
CO2 emissions but it provides very real opportunities for sustainable economic development 
in Wales. 
 
Planning Policy Wales and Technical Advise Note (TAN) 8 provide a clear planning policy 
framework for renewable energy and I will shortly be issuing an update to the Renewable 
Energy Toolkit to provide further help for local authorities when preparing or reviewing Local 
Development Plans.  
 
Onshore wind is currently the most commercially mature form of renewable energy and 
despite the UK Government’s hostility to this technology, the Welsh Government wants the 
people of Wales to benefit from the economic opportunities both through more job 
opportunities and community benefits presented by onshore wind. The planning system 
must provide communities and developers with certainty with regard to onshore wind 
proposals and I am aware that several local planning authorities have not provided the level 
of service necessary for timely planning decisions.  
 
Work commissioned as part of the development of the Planning (Wales) Act highlights the 
unacceptably long decision making process within some local planning authorities. As a 



 

 

consequence of the Act we have consulted on making windfarms of over 25MW 
Developments of National Significance (DNS) and therefore making Welsh Ministers 
responsible for their determination. I am currently considering the responses we have 
received to this consultation. 
 
Recent announcements by the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, which 
propose to end prematurely the Renewable Obligation support mechanism for larger 
windfarms will, I believe, inevitably shift the focus onto smaller schemes. Wales is equally 
well placed to benefit from smaller projects and I recently published my vision in Green 
Growth Wales: Local Energy, which sets out the actions I intend to undertake during  this 
Administration.  
 
The Welsh Government is determined to show leadership in addressing the causes of 
climate change. Despite recent announcements in England, we still see renewable energy 
as a key element in ensuring that Wales achieves sustainable development for the benefit 
of future generations. Local planning authorities must ensure that planning applications are 
determined within statutory timescales.  
 
Yours sincerely  
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Minister for Natural Resources  
 
 
  
 


