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European Advisory Group - Note of 5 October 2017 Meeting  
Welsh Government Crown Building, Cardiff  
  
Attendees1  
Mark Drakeford AM (Chair) Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local 

Government 
Dr Hywel Ceri Jones                   Former EU Funding Ambassador 
Kevin Crofton   President, SPTS Technologies Ltd 
Tom Jones OBE    European Economic and Social Committee   
                                                      (EESC) 
David Jones OBE Principal and Chief Executive, Coleg Cambria 
Sir Emyr Jones Parry   President, Aberystwyth University  
Baroness Eluned Morgan AM Former Member of the European Parliament 
Michael Plaut                                Chair, CBI Wales 
William Powell Chair of the Cross-Party Group on Europe in the 

Fourth Assembly 
Kevin Roberts   Chair of the Agriculture Partnership Board 
Rachel Sharp                                Chief Executive, Wildlife Trusts Wales 
Councillor Rob Stewart  Leader of Swansea Council 
 
Apologies had been received from: 
 
Professor Richard B. Davies Vice-Chancellor, Swansea University 
Jill Evans MEP    Member of the European Parliament 
Nathan Gill AM/MEP                     Member of the European Parliament 
Lord Kinnock  Former Vice-President of the European  
                                                      Commission          
Martin Mansfield   General Secretary, Wales TUC 
Ruth Marks MBE                           Chief Executive, Wales Council for Voluntary 

Action 
Professor Colin Riordan President and Vice-Chancellor, Cardiff University 
Dr Kay Swinburne MEP  Member of the European Parliament 
Derek Vaughan MEP  Member of the European Parliament 
 
The meeting was also attended by Mick Antoniw AM, Counsel General for Wales 
and John Foster, Director of Campaigns, CBI UK (by video link).  
 
1. Introduction 
 
The Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government welcomed the EAG 
members to this sixth meeting. He also introduced Mick Antoniw AM, Counsel 
General for Wales and later on John Foster, Director of Campaigns, CBI UK to the 
meeting. The Cabinet Secretary outlined the agenda and explained that the meeting 
would include three presentations: EU (Withdrawal) Bill, Collating Local Impact of 
Brexit and Brexit and Business.  

 

 

 

                                                             
1 A small number of Welsh Government officials were also present in support. 
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2. Update on developments 

The Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government updated the group on 
developments both at the EU and UK level and within Wales since the last meeting. 
Areas covered included: the Welsh Government policy document Brexit and Fair 
Movement of People; the EU (Withdrawal) Bill; and his recent attendance at the 
Standing Council on Europe meeting in Glasgow in September.  

The Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government then invited comments 
from the Group. Discussions covered a wide range of issues including: 

 the recent Welsh Government policy document Brexit and Fair Movement of 
People, which was praised for its evidence and analysis; 

 concerns regarding the content of the EU (Withdrawal) Bill and how Wales 
could ensure its interests could best be represented in the legislative process; 

 the importance of working with Ireland on various issues; 

 concerns over trade agreements and how to ensure that Wales retains access 
to the EU single market;  

 the need to support businesses and the economy through and after the Brexit 
process;  

 the JMC(EN) process and ensuring that the meetings take place to enable 
strong representation of the interests of Wales and Scotland; 

 the need to explain the Brexit process to the people of Wales as it 
progressed; 

 the future role of the European Advisory Group, particularly in relation to 
influencing others. 

 
3. EU (Withdrawal) Bill 
 
Mick Antoniw AM, Counsel General for Wales gave a presentation on the EU 
(Withdrawal) Bill. He outlined the Welsh Government’s position on the Bill and the 
amendments which had been jointly presented by the First Ministers of Wales and 
Scotland. The Group discussion centred on: 

 the need to ensure that the UK Government is unable to make any 
amendments to the statutes containing the principles of the devolution 
settlements without the consent of the elected legislatures of both Wales and 
Scotland; 

 concerns that the Bill makes does not sufficiently reflect the role of the 
National Assembly for Wales; 

 to ensure that the UK secures devolved administrations’ consent before 
amending any laws under their competence; 

 concern that the process identified by the UK Government in the Bill gives it 
too much power without enough controls by the devolved administrations or 
legislatures; 

 the proposed restriction on the devolved administrations or legislatures 
constraining them from legislating to modify retained EU law in their areas of 
competence;   

 concerns about how the provisions of the  birds and habitat directives could 
continue to apply after leaving the EU; 

 the idea that the National Assembly for Wales’ European and External Affairs 
and Additional Legislation Committee (EAAL)  Committee should consider the 
Bill and amendments and prepare a commentary.        
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4. Welsh Local Government Association (WLGA) – Collating Local Impact of 
Brexit 

 
Councillor Rob Stewart, WLGA Spokesperson for Economic Development, Europe 
and Energy gave a presentation outlining potential local impacts of Brexit identified 
by the 22 local authorities covering the following issues: Impact on funding; Impact 
on local economies; Impact on local labour markets; Impact on public services; 
Impact on state aid; Implications relating to Local Well-being Plans under the Well-
being of Future Generations Act; and Legislation. 
The Group discussion centred on: 

 the implications of a breakdown of CAP funding and other EU funding  in the 
report; 

 the continuing need for migrant workers in many sectors in Wales, but with a 
global market for talent in high-skilled sectors this could be challenging; 

 recognition that effective managed migration will be crucial to the future of the 
Welsh economy and public services; 

 the need for preparation to ensure that any funding programmes in their new 
form are immediately available after we leave the EU;  

 the need for clarity as to what EU programmes will be accessible, e.g. 
Erasmus; 

 the need to work with the Welsh Government to ensure all available 
information sources are used; 

 To ensure that the block grant is protected to support delivery of services. 
 
5. CBI UK – Brexit and Welsh Business  
 
John Foster, Director of Campaigns, CBI UK joined the meeting by video link and 
gave a presentation on the impacts of Brexit on Business. John outlined the CBI’s 
work to influence the UK Government and across the EU, particularly working with 
partner organisations in other Member States, on areas of common interest. The 
Group discussion centred on:  

 the need to ensure that transitional arrangements are put in place 
immediately, to avoid a cliff edge after we leave the EU; 

 the need for the UK to have a sound negotiating position that represents the 
needs of Wales; 

 the advantages of the UK remaining in the single market and a customs union 
during a transitional period; 

 the importance of the free of movement for workers during a transitional 
period; 

 to consider any economic opportunities that may evolve from the Brexit 
process; 

 to consider the impact of future EU legislation after exiting of the EU to avoid 
technical barriers to trade; 

 Welsh Government to consider involving appropriate outside expertise in 
future negotiation work.  
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6. Stocktake of European Advisory Group 
 
Members noted a short paper examining how the Group had worked so far and how 
it might develop. Members were invited to submit written comments in advance of a 
discussion of the paper at the next meeting. 
 
7. Next Steps and Any Other Business 
 
The need to develop further collaborative working with the Scottish First Minister’s 
Standing Council on Europe was acknowledged. The secretariat undertook to pursue 
this.  
 
It was agreed that the next meeting would include a discussion on the future role of 
the European Advisory Group and possibly an item on the Environment presented by 
the Cabinet Secretary for Environment and Rural Affairs and a presentation by the 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Infrastructure.  
 
A list of planned meeting dates for 2018 had been provided to the Group at the 
meeting. The next meeting would be held on 7 December in the afternoon. 


