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WALES ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE FRAMEWORK GROUP

Minutes of the Meeting held in Cathays Park, Cardiff on 3 rd March 2015

Present:
Peredur Hughes
Christianne Glossop

Chair
Chief Veterinary Officer for Wales

Joanna Price  

Huw Davies
Ifan Lloyd
David Davies
Moss Jones

Welsh Government
Carol Harris Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer (OCVO)
Janet Perry Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer (OCVO) 

Agenda Item 1: Welcome 

1. The Chair welcomed everyone to the fourth meeting of the Group. 

Agenda Item 2: Minutes and Action Points from 3rd December  Meeting

2. The final minutes and updated action points from the last meeting were 
emailed to Group Members in December and as part of the papers for this 
meeting. The majority of the actions have been completed. Some actions 
remain on-going whilst others have been tabled for discussion at this 
meeting. 

3. Huw asked if the Group felt that they were receiving enough information from 
the Farm Animal Welfare Council (FAWC). The Group agreed that it would 
be useful to have sight of the minutes of FAWC meetings.

Action Point 1 – Huw to send the FAWC minutes to the Secretariat for 
circulation

Agenda Item 3 : Update from Chair

4. The Chair provided an update as follows;

 Rural Development Plan For Wales (RDP Wales) – linking in with B ovine 
Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) Eradication Strategy - The Chair explained that he 
and John Griffiths (Chair of the BVD Sub Group) had met with Terri Thomas 
on the 4th February to discuss how the BVD Sub Group could apply for 
funding from the RDP to help develop the work that the BVD Sub Group want 
to take forward. The Chair explained that this had been a very positive 
meeting. Work now needed to progress to developing an expression of 
interest to be submitted in May followed by a full application to be submitted 
in the Autumn.  
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 Animal Health & Welfare Board England (AHWBE) - The Chair and Chris 
Hale (Head of Animal Health and Welfare Framework and Endemic Disease 
Policy Team) attended the AHWBE meeting on the 9th December. The Chair 
explained that this had been a very useful meeting with discussions taking 
place on TB, Surveillance 2014, and the Red Tractor Scheme. It was agreed 
that the Chair of AHWBE would be invited to a future meeting of the Group.

 There was also a discussion on the Cattle and Sheep Health and Welfare 
Groups (CHAWG and SHAWG) and their relationship with AHWBE.  It was 
agreed that the Secretariat would seek clarification. 

Action Point 2 – Secretariat to invite Chair of Animal Health and Welfare 
Board England to a futu re meeting .

Action Point 3 – Secretariat to seek clarification on the relationship between 
CHAWG, SHAWG and AHWBE

 Wales Parasitology Steering Group - The Secretariat has been 
approached by the Wales Parasitology Steering Group who was keen to 
make links with the Group. The Chair welcomed this and the suggestion that 
the Parasitology Steering Group will forward the Secretariat the minutes from 
their last meeting for the Group to see the issues being discussed.   

Action Point 4 – Secretariat to circulate minutes of the Wales Parasitology to 
the Group once received.  

 Animal Health and Welfare Framework Implementation Plan - The Chair 
explained that the Group had a very useful planning meeting on the 17th 
February. At the meeting the Group started scoping out priorities for the 
2015/16 year. These include;
o BVD – through the work of the BVD Sub Group
o Sheep Scab – through the work of the Sheep Scab Sub Group
o Equines 
o Small kept animals
o Raising awareness of biosecurity and Anti Microbial Resistance (AMR)

 The Group acknowledged that there is still a lot of work to do but that the 
focus must be on delivery. It was agreed that members send any additional 
thoughts/ comments through to the Secretariat as soon as possible.

Action Point 5 – Group members to send any further thoughts/ comments on 
the implementation plan to the Secretariat.

5. The Chair also said that he had held meetings with Kevin Roberts regards 
his resilience report and Andy Richardson who is taking forward the 
independent review on the dairy industry in Wales. 



3

Agenda Item 4 :  Equine/Welfare 

6. Jo explained that she had attended a meeting on the 10th February of the 
‘Protect Your Horse Group' and has had discussions with key equine 
contacts. Jo provided a short update paper for the Group to consider. She 
also explained that she would be representing the Wales Animal Health and 
Welfare Framework at the National Equine Forum on 5th March. It was 
agreed that a key element for the implementation plan was to ensure that the 
correct structures are in place to allow for effective engagement with 
stakeholders that will enable key equine welfare priorities to be identified.   
This is also applicable to the work that Ifan is taking forward on the 
companion animals.  Ifan explained that he had also prepared a short paper 
outlining initial thoughts on how this could be taken forward. The Group 
agreed that it would be sensible if similar approaches were taken for both 
areas and further guidance was required from the OCVO on these initial 
proposals.

Action Point 6 – Secretariat to arrange for a meeting with CVO Wales and the 
Welfare Policy Team to consider the Group’s initial views and provide 
guidance on the way forward. 

7. Christianne provided an update on the Animal Welfare Network Wales (AWN 
Wales) report on Sanctuaries.  She explained that she and Ifan had attended 
a meeting with the Chair of the AWN Wales to discuss the findings of the 
report and next steps. The Group welcomed feedback from the meeting and 
endorsed the proposed approach that had been discussed. It was agreed 
that Christianne and the Chair of the Group would write to the Chair of the 
AWN Wales in follow up to this meeting.

Action Point 7 – CVO Wales and Chair of the Group to write to the Chair of the 
AWN Wales. 

Agenda Item 5: C Ovis Trial and TAG Farm Event 

8. The Chair welcomed Emyr Owen of Menter a Busnes to the meeting.  Emyr 
delivered a presentation to the Group on the C.Ovis element of the TAG 
project.  The Group welcomed the update and thanked Emyr for his 
presentation. Huw explained that the final report on the project would be 
published in early May. The Group discussed handling the results of this 
project once they were available.  Suggested actions included further 
consideration of the results and comparisons with other studies undertaken, 
for example potential overlap with the hydatid project, possibility of speaking 
to people such as Professor Eric Morgan from Bristol University. Huw also 
explained that there would be an open day on 2nd June which hopefully the 
Deputy Minister for Farming and Food would be able to attend.  Members 
confirmed that they would also be attending. Christianne also suggested that 
there was an opportunity to link the key messages from this project about 
worming all dogs into the work on biosecurity.

Action Point 8 – Huw to consider options for handling results of the TAG 
project and links to other studies.
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Action Point 9 – Huw to keep members informed of arrangements for the 2nd

June open day.

Agenda Item 6: BVD Sub Group 

9. The Chair welcomed John Griffiths (Chair of the BVD Sub Group) to the 
meeting. He explained that since the last meeting, work had been 
progressing to develop the proposal for eradicating BVD in Wales, which 
included the meeting with Terri Thomas to discuss a possible application for 
RDP funding. John provided a short update paper to the Group.  The Group 
recognised the progress being made and discussed how best to now take 
this forward with the bid for RDP funding in mind.  It was agreed that to assist 
John, it would be useful to explore the option of appointing a dedicated 
person to work solely on the BVD project to develop a specific expression of 
interest followed by a detailed scheme plan. John also explained that he was 
organising a number of BVD events on 17th and 18th March and that 
members of the Framework Group would be invited. 

Action Point 10 – Secretariat to seek further clarification from the RDP Policy 
Team on the detail required to prepare an expression of interest.

Action Point 11 – Moss to complete the business case templa te for a 
dedicated resource to develop a specific expression of interest followed by a 
detailed scheme plan for BVD Eradication

Action 12 – John to send details of the planned BVD events to the Secretariat 
for members to consider attending.

Agenda Item 7: Sheep Scab Sub Group 

10.The Chair asked Moss to provide an update on the work of the Sheep Scab 
Task and Finish Group and their report on the eradication of sheep scab in 
Wales.  Moss explained that the Sheep Scab Task and Finish Group had met 
on 13th February. The Group acknowledged the amount of work which had 
gone in to producing the Sheep Scab report but also appreciated that the 
desire for better legislation at this point in time would be difficult to achieve 
especially as the evidence base to illustrate the scale of the problem in 
Wales was weak.  It was agreed that the Group explore the possibility of 
commissioning a study to address this and a number of options were 
considered. Moss also explained that he had began discussing raising 
awareness and improving the evidence base with the Sheep Scab Task and 
Finish Group members to make better informed decisions on the way 
forward.

Action Point 13 – Jo, Ifan and Moss to consider options for commissioning a 
study to establish the prevalence of sheep scab in Wales.

Action Point 14 - Jo to initially contact Professors Richard Wall and Eric 
Morgan and put them in touch with Ifan and Moss.  
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Agenda Item 8:  The Link to Food Policy 

11.The Chair welcomed Peredur John from the Food Policy Team. He also 
welcomed Karen Morgan, who is about to take up her post as the Agriculture 
and Food Counsellor in the British Embassy in Beijing, China and Tim 
Brooks, Head of Export Strategy, Trade Facilitation Team from Plant and 
Animal Health Directorate, Defra. David Morris from the Food Policy Team 
had sent apologies.  

12.The Chair explained that the link to food policy was especially important as 
one of the strategic outcomes in the Animal Health and Welfare Framework 
is that people have confidence in the way food is produced and that public 
health is protected. Peredur John provided an update as follows;

 Towards Sustainable Growth - Good progress is being made towards 
achieving the  ambition set out in ‘Towards Sustainable Growth: an Action 
Plan for the Food and Drink Industry 2014-2020’ to grow the Welsh food and 
drinks sectors by 30% to an industry turnover of £7 billion by 2020. Growth of 
10% in the food and drinks sector turnover to the value of £5.7 billion 2013
has already been experienced.

 Food and Drink Wales Indu stry Board - Last summer Robin Jones, 
Managing Director of The Village Bakery, was appointed as interim Chair of 
the shadow Food and Drink Industry Board.  The Deputy Minister for Farming 
and Food and interim Chair recently invited industry representatives to join 
the shadow Board. The interim Chair and shadow Board have been invited 
by Ministers to undertake  a further recruitment exercise to increase the 
breadth of coverage of the Board, and to encourage applications from under-
represented groups. While the exercise is underway, the new Board will 
operate in shadow form, pending a full launch in the summer when it reaches 
full complement.  The shadow Board’s inaugural meeting will take place on 
11th March. Internally the Welsh Government Food Policy Group introductory 
meeting was held on 9th January 2015.

 Food safety and food security - The Welsh Government sits on the 
DEFRA-led Food Chain Emergency Liaison Group, which meets quarterly to 
discuss food chain resilience, emerging threats, crisis preparedness and 
other food security/food safety issues. The Welsh Government is a partner 
and contributor to the Global Food Security Programme (GFSP); a multi-
agency programme to coordinate food security related research across 
government administrations in the UK, the UK Research Councils and the 
Technology Strategy Board. The Deputy Minister for Farming and Food has 
held introductory meetings with Food Standards Agency (FSA) Chair, CEO 
and Head of Wales Office and was a guest at FSA Board dinner on 27 
January.

 The European Symposium on Food Safety 2015 which provides a forum 
for industry, government and academia to shape the future of food safety is 
going to be held in Cardiff on 20-22 April.
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 National Procurement Service (NPS) - Work is progressing on Public 
Procurement with the NPS.  A research paper has been commissioned on 
the potential options available for public sector procurement hubs in Wales.

 Welsh Government (WG) Sustainability Charter - Consideration is being 
given to the WG Sustainability Charter with a view to encouraging food 
companies to sign-up to the charter after committing to a sustainable 
development objective which could potentially be linked to other Welsh 
Government business support interventions.

 Environment Service Providers - During the autumn term a workshop was 
held with environment service providers to capture their offers to businesses, 
explore options to establish an environmental services/resource efficiency 
task and finish group, to develop a resource efficiency intervention for food 
businesses to enable them to reduce their environmental footprint.

 WRAP - Work is being taken forward with WRAP and other partners to 
develop food product pathway analysis to determine the environmental 
impact of food production/manufacturing.

 Resource Efficient Wales (REW) Work is being taken forward through REW 
Service. Promotion of the Resource Efficient Wales service to the food/drink 
industry will be advanced through a WRAP organised industry workshop 
planned for 10 March.

 A Food Poverty workshop will be held on 31 March.

13.The Group thanked Peredur for his update.  It was agreed that there needed 
to be a close working relationship with the Food and Drink Wales Industry 
Board.  

14.The Chair congratulated Karen on her appointment and wished her well in 
her new post.

Action Point 15 – Peredur to provide a breakdown of the 10% growth figure

Agenda Item 9 : Update from Welsh Government Vets 

15.The Chair welcomed the Welsh Government vets, Arjen Brouwer, Gavin 
Watkins and Les Eckford to the meeting.  The vets each provided a short 
presentation on their skills and work areas.  There was a discussion around 
the role of the Group in a disease emergency.  It was agreed that this should 
be tabled for discussion at a future meeting.

Action Point 16 – Secretaria t to liaise with the Exotic Diseases Policy Team 
on preparing an agenda item on Contingency Planning for a future meeting. 

Agenda Item 10: Smarter Rules for Saf er Food 
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16.The Chair welcomed Les Eckford to the meeting.  Les presented an update 
on the EU Smarter Rules for Smarter Food package.  The Group recognised 
that this was a crucial and huge piece of work.  The Group acknowledged 
that as this work progressed, they would be required to contribute to its 
development and also encourage stakeholder participation.

Action Point 17 – Secretariat to forward a copy of the presentation to the 
Group

Agenda Item 11: Biosecurity Campaign 2015/16 

17.The Chair of the meeting welcomed Sharon Rogers (OCVO Communications 
Officer) to the meeting. He explained that the Group were agreed that raising 
awareness and raising standards of biosecurity were top priorities for the 
Group.  The Group discussed possible options to feed into a biosecurity 
campaign.  Key factors noted for consideration included engaging with vets, 
young farmers, agricultural shows etc. It was also suggested about 
developing a case study to follow a farmer and also promoting biosecurity 
messages as part of a wider package e.g. through the BVD eradication 
scheme and the TB Programme.  It was agreed that Sharon would take 
forward the ideas and develop a draft campaign. 

Action Point 1 8 – Sharon to prepare draft biosecurity campaign 

Agenda Item 1 2: Cattle Disease handbook 

18.The Chair welcomed Phil Roberts (TB Policy Team) to the meeting.  Phil 
presented his draft Cattle Disease Handbook.  The Chair thanked Phil and 
the Group agreed that they were happy to endorse the booklet pending some 
final drafting changes around pre-movement testing.  Phil explained that the 
booklet was scheduled to be launched at the Spring Fair. 

Action Point 19 – Phil to take forward final production of the handbook and 
plans for the launch and distribution.

Agenda Item 13: Update o n 6 day standstill  

19. The Chair welcomed Tony Joss to the meeting.  Tony provided an update on 
the 6 day standstill and presented a paper which included a timeline of the 
next stages. The Group acknowledged that this was a significant amount of 
work and also recognised the complexities surrounding issues of IT.

20.Tony also provided the Group with an update on the Defra proposals to 
review the compensation process in the event of an outbreak of notifiable 
disease.  Tony explained that the Welsh Government was engaged in this 
process and that the Group would be kept informed as necessary.
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Agenda Item 10: A.O.B 

21.Ifan raised the issue that the North Wales Fire and Rescue Authority have 
announced that they are stopping animal rescues this year and to be aware
of potential welfare implications.

22.The next meeting of the Group is on Wednesday 3rd June 2015.

CLOSE


