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WALES ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE FRAMEWORK GROUP 
 
Minutes of the Meeting held in Cathays Park, Cardiff on 14th June 2016 
 
Present: 
Peredur Hughes 
Christianne Glossop 

Chair 
Chief Veterinary Officer for Wales 

Huw Davies 
Jo Price  
Ifan Lloyd 
David Davies 
Moss Jones 
  

 

 
Welsh Government 
Carol Harris    Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer (OCVO) 
Chris Hale   Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer (OCVO) 
Janet Perry    Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer (OCVO) 
Gavin Watkins                    Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer (OCVO) (Item 4)  
Laura Griffiths  Agriculture – Sustainable Development Division (A-SDD) 
(Item 7) 
Irene Allen        Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer (OCVO) (Item 8&9) 
Gareth Beili Jones     Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer (OCVO) (Item 8&9) 
 
Eirwen Williams   Menter a Busnes (Item 7) 
Dewi Hughes                      Menter a Busnes ( Item 7) 
Sarah Gould                       Lantra (Item 7)  
Claire Lawson   Animal Welfare Network Wales (AWNW) (Item 8) 
 

Agenda Item 1:  Welcome  

1. The Chair welcomed everyone to the ninth meeting of the Group. The Chair 
explained that Eirwen Williams, Dewi Hughes (Menter a Busnes) and Sarah 
Gould (Lantra) will be joining the meeting for agenda item 7. He explained that it 
will be an opportunity for the Group to discuss and consider how they might 
make better use of Farming Connect to help them deliver their priorities. He also 
explained that Claire Lawson will be joining the meeting for agenda item 8 to 
give an update on the work being taken forward on the companion animal 
welfare codes of practice and wider issues.  Also Irene Allen and Gareth Beili 
Jones from the Welfare Team would be joining the meeting for agenda items 8 
and 9.  

 
Agenda Item 2:  Minutes and Action Points from 3rd March     
2. The Chair explained that the final minutes and updated action points from the 

last meeting were emailed to Group Members as part of the papers for this 
meeting. 
  

3. The minutes of the meeting were agreed. 
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Agenda Item 2: Update on Welsh Language Standards  

4. The Chair explained that the Welsh Language Standards had come into force 
on 30 March 2016. He explained that these are a set of legally binding 
requirements that aim to improve the bilingual services that the people of Wales 
can expect to receive from their Government. The Group agreed that 
compliance with these Standards was very important.  

5. The Chair explained that in accordance with the Welsh Language Standards, 
the Secretariat had written to the Group to establish their language preferences 
for conducting meetings. He thanked everyone for responding to the 
Secretariats email and confirmed that although most of the Group are Welsh 
speakers the consensus is that meetings would continue to be carried out in 
English. All members agreed with this approach.     

6. It was noted that the minutes of meetings will continue to be published 
bilingually and the Secretariat will keep the Group briefed on the Welsh 
Language Standards going forward. 

 

Agenda Item 3: Update from Chair   

7. The Chair provided an update as follows; 
 

a) Meeting with Deputy Minister for Farming and Food 16th March 
The Chair explained that his final meeting with the Deputy Minister was on the 
16th March. He gave her an update on the work that the Group are doing on 
welfare of companion animals with the collaboration with the Animal Welfare 
Network Wales on the welfare codes.  

He explained that raising awareness amongst farmers of AMR remained a key 
priority for the Group and that John Fitzgerald who is the Chair of RUMA had 
attended their December meeting. He also provided an update on progress 
with BVD and Sheep Scab. Lastly he thanked the Deputy Minister for taking 
an interest in the Group’s work and wished her the best of luck for the future. 

The Chair explained that he was looking forward to meeting Lesley Griffiths, 
Cabinet Secretary for Environment and Rural Affairs.  It was agreed that the 
Group would invite the Cabinet Secretary to a future meeting and that the 
Secretariat would look to establish the bi-annual meetings between her and 
the Chair. 

 

Action Point 1 > Secretariat to contact Private Office to invite the Cabinet 
Secretary to a future meeting of the Group and establish bi-annual meetings 
with the Chair.  

 
b) Farming Connect Meeting 12th April    

The Chair explained that he had attended a Farming Connect policy meeting 
on 12th April. The key issues discussed were the animal health and welfare 
priorities which include, biosecurity, AMR etc. He explained that he and 
Christianne had also been key speakers at 2 Farming Connect open 
evenings.  There will be more of these over the coming months.  
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c)     Strategic Partnership Group Meeting 17th May  
The Chair explained that he and Christianne had attended the Strategic 
Partnership meeting on 17th May.  He explained that discussions had focused 
on the importance of working in partnership and how the groups can work 
together.   Kevin Roberts, Chair of the Agriculture Strategic Partnership Group 
meeting has been invited to attend the September meeting. Meetings will also 
be held with Andy Richardson, Chair of the Food & Drink Industry Board. It 
was also agreed that the Group would share minutes and agendas.  

The Group Secretariats are also working together to exchange information to 
improve partnership working between the Groups.    

 
d) Sheep Scab update   

Ifan and Moss confirmed that the survey to consider the prevalence of sheep 
scab in Wales has closed with over 900 responses received.  Work is now on-
going to analyse the survey results.  There is scope for further in-depth 
interviews to be carried out as part of the survey work. Ifan confirmed that he 
would speak to the contractors to discuss this aspect.  The draft survey results 
will be presented to both the Sheep Scab task and Finish Group and this 
Group by the Autumn.  

 

Action point 2 > Ifan to check with the survey contractors on the scope to carry 
out follow up interviews.  

 

e) BVD update   
 
The Chair explained that a response on the BVD application for funding from 
the Welsh Government Rural Communities – Rural Development Programme 
2014-20 is expected over the next two weeks. Christianne agreed to email the 
policy team to check on progress.   
 

Action Point 3 > Christianne to email the RDP policy team to check on 
progress with the BVD funding application.  
 

f) Update from Dai/Moss on the Food Industry Group Meeting 17th March 
 
Dai and Moss attended the Food and Drink Industry Board on the 17th March.  
They explained that it had been a very constructive discussion on the 
importance of animal health and welfare to the food sector. This reinforces the 
need to for the Groups to work in partnership to deliver wider outcomes. Dai 
explained that he was also attending the next meeting of the Food Industry 
Board in September.  It was agreed that a member of the Food Industry Board 
would be invited to a future meeting of this Group.   
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Action point 4 > Secretariat to invite a member of the Food Industry Board to a 
future meeting. 

 

g) Animal Health Surveillance Governance Board 

The Chair explained that Dirk Pfeiffer, current Chair of the Animal Health 
Surveillance Governance Board is stepping down. Christianne explained that 
Gavin Watkins had attended the last meeting of the Governance Board.  Gavin 
explained that it had been a very useful meeting with discussion focussed on 
developing a surveillance framework paper.  This paper will be forwarded to the 
Group for consideration in due course.  The Chair confirmed that he would be 
attending the next meeting of the Governance Board in September.  

 
Agenda Item 5:  Update from the Chief Veterinary Officer for Wales      

 
8. Christianne provided an update as follows; 

 
a) Post Election Update 

Christianne explained that Lesley Griffiths had been appointed as the 
Cabinet Secretary for Environment and Rural Affairs.  She explained that she 
had held initial meetings with the Cabinet Secretary to discuss the animal 
health and welfare remit. It was agreed that there might be an opportunity at 
the Royal Welsh Show for members to meet informally with the Cabinet 
Secretary. 

Action point 5 > Secretariat to flag possibility of informal meeting between the 
Cabinet Secretary for Environment and Rural Affairs and Framework Group 
members at the Royal Welsh Show. 
    

b) Business Planning and Budgets 

Christianne explained that work was progressing to agree the OCVO 
business plan for the coming year. This will be incorporated into the Wales 
AHWF Implementation Plan 2016/17 which is due to be published by end of 
July. She also explained that final budget allocations for 2016/17 were yet to 
be delegated. 

c) Contingency Planning 

Christianne confirmed that the Welsh Government Contingency Plan for 
2016/17 was due to be published shortly.  The Group have had sight of the 
draft and provided comments. 

d) Bluetongue 

Christianne explained that the threat of bluetongue remained with the risk of 
it arriving in Great Britain rising over the next few months.  She explained 
that it would either arrive via midges or buying in of animals from high risk 
areas.  She explained that the bluetongue vaccine would be available from 
July and that farmers need to make the decision to vaccinate their herds with 
their vets. It was agreed that Moss and Dai would consider including key 
messages in their respective newsletters. 



5 

 

Action Point 6 > Moss and Dai to look at putting key messages on bluetongue 
in newsletters. Secretariat to seek advice from the animal disease policy team 
on key messages to ensure a joined up approach.  

e) Bovine TB 

Christianne explained that work had been progressing to refresh the bovine 
TB strategy. It is likely that the Cabinet Secretary for Environment and Rural 
Affairs will be looking to make a statement on the refreshed TB Strategy 
once she has had a chance to consider all the evidence.  

Royal Welsh Show 

Christianne explained that in preparation for the Royal Welsh Show she 
would be calling a meeting of organisations connected with Welsh 
Government to compare plans relating to animal health and welfare.  This 
will also be an opportunity to compare themes and reinforce common 
messages.  She explained that following the Show she would be calling a 
follow up meeting to look at the AHWF Implementation Plan, again to 
compare themes and where possible, work in partnership to deliver actions.  

Action point 7 > Christianne to call meetings of organisations connected to 
Welsh Government to discuss animal health and welfare. 

 
f) Veterinary Education in Wales 

Christianne explained that there had been an announcement on 13th June 
that Aberystwyth University and the Royal Veterinary College were planning 
to work together to develop a joint veterinary training programme for Wales. 
The Group welcomed this announcement and proposals.  

g) OCVO Senior Veterinary Officer 

Christianne explained that Gavin Watkins had been appointed as the Senior 
Veterinary Officer within OCVO.  Gain outlined his roles and responsibilities. 
It was agreed that the Secretariat would circulate the job description and 
veterinary roles and responsibilities. 

Action point 8 > Secretariat to circulate the Senior Veterinary Officer job 
description and veterinary roles and responsibilities paper. 

 
Agenda Item 6:  Contribution to the Animal Health & Welfare Framework 
Implementation Plan for 2016/17 and next steps  
 

9. The Chair explained that the Wales AHWF Group had held a meeting on the 25th 
February to discuss priorities for the 2016/17 implementation plan.   

10. Carol thanked members for their comments on the draft plan. She explained that 
work was now progressing to publish the plan by the end of July.   
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Agenda Item 7.  Farming Connect   

11. The Chair welcomed Eirwen Williams, Dewi Hughes (Menter a Busnes) and 
Sarah Gould (Lantra) to the meeting.  He also welcomed Laura Griffiths (Head 
of Agriculture Business Support Branch).  

 
12. Laura explained that the Wales AHWF Group has a key role in helping to set the 

direction for Farming Connect services.  She explained that the Strategic 
Partnership Group and the Food Industry Board also had a role to play, 
reinforcing the need for partnership working.  She explained that colleagues from 
Menter a Busnes and Lantra would now present to the Group an outline of the 
services and activities that they can deliver. 

 
13. Eirwen explained that the delivery mechanisms for Farming Connect centred 

around three key themes; 

 Develop your business 

 Invest in skills and mentoring 

 Discover innovation 

14. Sarah explained that Lantra were responsible for taking forward the lifelong 
Learning and Development Programme.  This focused on three key delivery 
mechanisms; 

 Personal development plans 

 E-learning 

 Short accredited training 

15.  Dewi explained the coverage of Farming Connect across Wales, including 
statistics, demonstrations sites and an overview of some of the projects being 
taken forward. 

 
16. Sarah explained that Lantra are looking at what information is already available 

to farmers/foresters via existing websites. The NADIS website for example 
already contains a wealth of information on biosecurity including a   biosecurity 
risk assessment tool.  Christianne explained that in Wales, there were already 
three TB biosecurity tools. It would be useful to consider the use of the NADIS 
model in the context of the other tools available.   

 
Action Point 9 > Sarah to send Secretariat the link to the NADIS biosecurity 
risk assessment tool. 
 
17. Laura explained that work was continuing to review the governance structure of 

Farming Connect and that advice was due to be submitted to the Cabinet 
Secretary for Environment and Rural Affairs in due course.  As part of the new 
structure, there will be a requirement to complete a proposal template to provide 
additional detail to FC contractors on the priorities set out for animal health and 
welfare (and other areas).   
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18. Eirwen explained that there was also work being undertaken to gather views 
through a questionnaire about what people wanted to see delivered as part of the 
Farming Connect Service.  A commissioning email has been sent to the Chair as 
he sits on the Farming Connect Strategic Advisory Board.  It was agreed that a 
copy of the draft questionnaire would also be sent to Christianne. 

 
Action point 10 > Laura to send Christianne a copy of the draft questionnaire 
for comment  

19. The Chair thanked everyone for their presentations.  The Group agreed that 
linking in with Farming Connect is a crucial element to aid delivery of the actions 
within the Wales AHWF Implementation Plan.   

 

Agenda Item 8: Engagement with the Welfare Sector  

20. The Chair welcomed Claire Lawson, Chair of the Animal Welfare Network Wales 
to the meeting and Irene Allen and Gareth Beili-Jones from Welsh Government. 

 

21. Claire provided an update on the work being taken forward on the revisions to the 
companion animal and equine welfare codes of practice.  She explained that 
three small working groups have been set up with the first meetings scheduled to 
take place in July.  She also explained that emails had been sent to wider 
stakeholders to ensure as many organisations with an interest as possible had 
the option to be involved.    

 

22. Christianne welcomed this approach.  Irene explained that the proposed timeline 
was to aim for the public consultation on the codes to take place in the autumn, 
although this was dependant on a number of factors. She agreed to keep the 
Group updated on progress. 

 

Action point 11 > Irene to provide a progress report to the Group before their 
September meeting. 

 

23. There was some discussion around wider links across portfolios, in particular, 
public health and education. It was agreed that further thinking around these 
aspects would be required over the coming month.    

 
Agenda Item 9:  Discussion around Welfare of Animals During Transport  
24. Gareth presented his paper on the Welfare of Animals During Transport. He 

explained that the proposal was asking the Framework Group to endorse an 
approach to improve the evidence base around the enforcement of the Welfare 
of Animals in Transport Legislation; and agree to work with industry to raise 
awareness of poor practice.  

 
  



8 

 

25. He also provided some initial data for the Group to consider.  The Chair thanked 
Gareth for his paper.  The Group agreed that whilst they were supportive of the 
proposed approach, they felt that more work was required to enhance the 
evidence already collated.  Jo stated that there may be potential for a joint 
initiative with Animal Health and Welfare Board England.  Christianne agreed to 
raise this issue with Defra colleagues. 

 
Action Point 12  > Gareth to work with the Food Standards Agency to enhance 
available evidence and present refined data to the Group for consideration. 
 
Action Point 13 > Christianne to raise proposal on Welfare of animals during 
transport with Defra.  

 

Agenda Item 10: Any Other Business 

26. Dai explained that the “Improved food chain information and collection and    
communication of inspection results” had been published.  He explained that the 
Food Standards Agency had provided an update to the Cattle Health and Welfare 
Group.  The Group agreed that to invite the FSA to come to a future meeting to 
discuss this report.  

 

Action Point 14 > Secretariat to invite the Food Standards Agency to a future 
meeting.  

 

27. Jo explained that the Veterinary Futures project was due to be rolled out in July.  
She agreed that a copy of the action plan would be circulated to the Group 

 

Action Point 15 > Jo to provide Secretariat with a copy of the Veterinary 
Futures Project action plan for circulation to the Group.  

 

28. The Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and confirmed that the next 
meeting is on the 13th September in Cathays Park.  

 

 

CLOSE 

 


