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Other advice 
 
Water supplies 
 
 
The greatest risk to animals from lack of water is dehydration, which can lead to 
suffering and death. If mains water supplies are interrupted try to provide water from 
one of the following alternative sources (best to worst):  
 

 potable water,  
 collected rain water,  
 reservoirs, rivers and streams – consult with Natural Resources Wales  
 flood water.  

 
Seek advice from your own vet on the risks and whether animal treatment is advised. 
 
For livestock, priority should be given to animals with no access to water of any sort. 
Young animals, housed animals on dry feed only and lactating animals will be at 
particular risk. 
 
If only a restricted supply of water is available, the following is a rough guide to the 
daily needs of an animal: 
 
 milking cows: 38 – 52 litre 
 other cattle: 38 litre 
 horse: 20 – 45 litre 
 pig: 4 – 11.5 litre 
 sheep: 6 litre 
 poultry (intensive): 0.5 litres 

 
(These figures will vary depending on the age of the animal and on temperature and 
humidity.) 
 
Where practicable, actions to reduce the requirement for water include: 
 
 Reducing feed intake 
 Drying off animals in late stage lactation 
 Ending egg production 

 
Where water is rationed, care is needed to avoid ‘salt poisoning’ in pigs.  Further 
advice and guidance on salt poisoning is available from the pig site website: 
 
http://www.thepigsite.com/diseaseinfo/106/salt-poisoning-water-deprivation  
 
Practical pointers: 
 
 Talk to neighbouring farmers with possible local water supply from boreholes 
 Grain trailers could be made water proof by siliconing the insides of the trailer.  

You could also use builders polythene (not silage sheets as they are not strong 
enough) to provide additional storage for water. 

http://www.thepigsite.com/diseaseinfo/106/salt-poisoning-water-deprivation
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If water cannot be made available, farmers should consider whether animals can be 
transported to areas where supplies are available. In situations where water cannot 
be made available, farmers will need to consider euthanasia for their animals.  This 
would only be as a last resort and is preferable to allowing animals to suffer. 
 
 
Flooding 

 
In flooded areas, water may be polluted with sewage, manure and chemicals. 
Animals drinking such waters are at risk of disease and scouring (diarrhoea) 
associated with intake of non-purified water. Animals that may have consumed 
contaminated water may require treatment, especially young animals. 
  
To check the flood risks in your area please check the interactive facility provided by 
Natural Resources Wales.  The website is below: 
 
http://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/flooding-and-water/flood-alerts-and-
warnings/flood-warnings-map/?lang=en  
 

Natural Resources Wales in conjunction with the Environment Agency in England 
also provide a “Floodline Warnings Direct” service. The service will give you advance 
notice of the likelihood of flooding in your area so that you have time to prepare.  
This is a free service that sends you a direct message when flooding is expected and 
may affect your farm. 

You can receive warnings by telephone, mobile, email, SMS Text messages or fax, 
whichever you prefer. 

If wish to receive this service please telephone Floodline on 0345 988 1188.  
Alternatively, follow the link below to the Environment Agency’s website.  

https://fwd.environment-agency.gov.uk/app/olr/home   
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