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Dear Mike, 
 
Yesterday I became aware of UK Government documents and a statement from Downing 
Street that the Prime Minister intended on abandoning the very clear commitments made to 
end the draconian practice of conversion therapy. It appears today that the rightful public 
backlash has resulted in a partial reversal of this minus the critical protections that were 
promised to the Transgender community.  
 
The UK Government made a very clear commitment. It was started that proposals would be 
‘universal and protect everyone whatever their sexual orientation and whether they are 
Transgender or not.’ This commitment that was made directly by the Prime Minister, as part 
of last year’s Queen’s speech, in numerous discussions with the Welsh Government and 
most importantly to the LGBTQ+ community and the public through announcements and 
recent consultations.  
 
We have engaged in good faith with your office and with the UK Government and seek 
urgent clarity on how you intend to proceed. If it is indeed the intention of the UK 
Government to abandon the clear commitments it has made, this would represent a most 
severe breach of trust for individuals and families who placed faith in the Government to end 
this draconian practice that causes direct harm to our LGBTQ+ communities.  
 
I fear this will become yet another example of the UK Government attempting to undermine 
the rights of minority communities across the country that we should be striving to protect 
and empower.  
 
In addition, it is alarming and shameful to read how the concerns of LGBTQ+ individuals are 
dismissed as ‘noise’ to be managed. This is wholly unacceptable and a clear indication of 
the UK Government’s indifference to the rights of LGBTQ+ people and the very real threats 
faced. The Welsh Government will be commissioning urgent legal advice on the unilateral 
action we are able to take to ban conversion therapy. We will do all we can within our 
devolved powers to protect our LGBTQ+ community. I fear we can no longer have faith that 
the UK Government will do the same.  
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I look forward to your response as a matter of urgency. 
 
Yours sincerley, 
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