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Consultation reference: WG50592

Annex B - Consultation Response Form

Implementing the Infrastructure (Wales) Act 2024

We want your views on a simplified process to consent major infrastructure projects in Wales.

Please submit your comments by 13 December 2024

If you have any queries on this consultation, please email: 
infrastructureconsenting@gov.wales or telephone Owen Struthers on 0300 025 6430.



	Data Protection

	The Welsh Government will be data controller for any personal data you provide as part of your response to the consultation. Welsh Ministers have statutory powers they will rely on to process this personal data which will enable them to make informed decisions about how they exercise their public functions. Any response you send us will be seen in full by Welsh Government staff dealing with the issues which this consultation is about or planning future consultations. Where the Welsh Government undertakes further analysis of consultation responses then this work may be commissioned to be carried out by an accredited third party (e.g. a research organisation or a consultancy company). Any such work will only be undertaken under contract. Welsh Government’s standard terms and conditions for such contracts set out strict requirements for the processing and safekeeping of personal data. 

In order to show that the consultation was carried out properly, the Welsh Government intends to publish a summary of the responses to this document. We may also publish responses in full. Normally, the name and address (or part of the address) of the person or organisation who sent the response are published with the response. If you do not want your name or address published, please tell us this in writing when you send your response. We will then redact them before publishing. 

You should also be aware of our responsibilities under Freedom of Information legislation. If your details are published as part of the consultation response then these published reports will be retained indefinitely. Any of your data held otherwise by Welsh Government will be kept for no more than three years. 
Your rights: 

Under the data protection legislation, you have the right: 

 to be informed of the personal data held about you and to access it 
 to require us to rectify inaccuracies in that data
 to (in certain circumstances) object to or restrict processing 
 for (in certain circumstances) your data to be ‘erased’ 
 to (in certain circumstances) data portability 
 to lodge a complaint with the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) who is our independent regulator for data protection.

For further details about the information the Welsh Government holds and its use, or if you want to exercise your rights under the GDPR, please see contact details below: 

Data Protection Officer: 
Welsh Government 
Cathays Park 
CARDIFF 
CF10 3NQ 

e-mail: Data.ProtectionOfficer@gov.wales 

The contact details for the Information Commissioner’s Office are: 

Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 

Tel: 01625 545 745 or 0303 123 1113 

Website: https://ico.org.uk/
 





	
 Implementing the Infrastructure (Wales) Act 2024


	Date of consultation period: 19 September 2024 – 13 December 2024

	Name 
	     

	Organisation 
	     

	Address 
	        

	E-mail address 
	     

	Type
(please select one from the following)
	Businesses/ Consultants
	|_|

	
	Local Planning Authority
	|_|

	
	Government Agency/Other Public Sector
	|_|

	
	Professional Bodies/Interest Groups
	|_|

	
	Voluntary sector (community groups, volunteers, self help groups, co-operatives, social enterprises, religious, and not for profit organisations)
	|_|

	
	Other (other groups not listed above) or individual
	|_|



























Consultation Questions

Chapter 2: Transitional Provisions

	Q1
	
Do you agree with the proposed transition points in existing consenting regimes? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









	Q2
	What time period is considered appropriate between regulations being laid to the infrastructure consenting process coming into force?

	Comments:
     









	Q3
	What time between the legislation being made and coming into force is sufficient for all stakeholders to understand the requirements?

	Comments:
     
















	Q4
	What other provisions should be introduced to enable projects to move into the new infrastructure consenting process?

	Comments:
     









Chapter 3: Developments that fall within the consenting process by Direction


	Q5
	
[bookmark: _Hlk162439057]Do you agree with the projects that may be directed, and their corresponding thresholds?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









	Q6
	
What other new or novel technologies not currently listed in the Act should be listed, and what is the corresponding threshold?


	Comments:
     















Chapter 5: Extinguished and Deemed Consents


	Q7
	
Do you agree with the consents which may be extinguished or deemed? If not, what consents should be added or removed?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









	[bookmark: _Hlk173848185]Q8
	
Which consents should be extinguished or deemed only with the consent of the relevant body?

	Comments:
     









Chapter 6: Pre-application advice and information


	Q9
	
Do you agree with the general approach proposed for pre-application services? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     











	Q10
	
Do you agree with the proposed minimum requirements specified for the Welsh Ministers, LPAs and NRW in providing pre-application services? If not, should any requirements be added or removed?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









	Q11
	
Do you have comments on the process for obtaining information about interests in land?

	Comments:
     









	Q12
	
Do you have any comments on the process for powers of entry to survey land?

	Comments:
     

















Chapter 7: Pre-application notification and consultation 


	[bookmark: _Hlk174003912]Q13
	
Do you agree the proposed minimum requirements for pre-application consultation are proportionate, given the different types of applications that may be submitted? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









	Q14
	
Do you agree with the proposed content of a substantive response? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









	Q15
	
Do you agree with the introduction of a ‘pre-application validation’ process and a two-step pre-application consultation process? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     












Chapter 8: Applications for Infrastructure Consent


	Q16
	
Should any additional information, documentation or plans be submitted with an application for infrastructure consent?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









	Q17
	
Do you agree with the general approach for submitting and validating applications for infrastructure consent? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









	Q18
	
Do you agree with the proposed minimum requirements for publicity and notification of an application for infrastructure consent? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     














	Q19
	
Do you agree with the proposed content of local impact reports? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









	Q20
	
Do you agree with the proposed content of marine impact reports? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









	[bookmark: _Hlk174010662]Q21
	
Do you agree statutory consultees should not be able to provide comments on any matters which could have been raised during the pre-application consultation period? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     















Chapter 9: Statutory Consultees

	Q22
	
Do you agree with the proposed statutory consultees to be consulted in all cases? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     








	Q23
	
Do you agree with the proposed statutory consultees to be consulted in specific circumstances? If not, why not and have any been missed?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









Chapter 10: Fees


	Q24
	
Do you agree that the relevant LPA should receive a fixed fee for producing a Local Impact Report? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     











	Q25
	
Do you agree that LPAs should receive a reduced payment, or no payment, if they do not submit a Local Impact Report within the timescale and minimum requirements? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









	Q26
	
Do you agree that NRW should receive a fixed fee for producing a Marine Impact Report? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









	Q27
	
Do you agree that NRW should receive a reduced payment, or no payment, if they do not submit a Marine Impact Report within the timescale and minimum requirements? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     












	Q28
	
Do you agree that the applicant should not receive a full refund if their application is invalid? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









	Q29
	
Do you agree that fees should be paid in stages or one initial application fee paid and if the processing of an application is less, this will be refunded? 

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     










Chapter 11: Examination


	Q30
	
Is the examining authority best placed to determine the procedure for examination? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     













	Q31
	
Is ten or more requests an appropriate amount to trigger a requirement to hold at least one open-floor hearing during examination? If not, what number of requests is?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     










Chapter 12: Deciding applications and making orders


	Q32
	
In addition to those specified in Section 60(2) and 62(3) of the Act, who should the Welsh Ministers notify of a decision for infrastructure consent and the reasons for the decision?


	Comments:
     









Chapter 13: Environment Impact Assessment (EIA)


	[bookmark: _Hlk175118768]Q33
	
Do you have any suggestions on how to align existing EIA processes with the infrastructure consenting process?


	Comments:
     










Chapter 14: Post decision


	Q34
	
Do you agree with the approach set out for amending an infrastructure consent order? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









	Q35
	
Do you agree with the approach set out for revoking an infrastructure consent order? If not, why not?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









Chapter 15: Compulsory Acquisition


	Q36
	
Do you agree with the procedure specified for determining a compulsory acquisition request as part of an application for infrastructure consent, or when amening an existing order? If not, how should the procedure be amended?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









	Q37
	
Do you consider a specific procedure should be set out in subordinate legislation regarding examining a compulsory acquisition request as part of an application for infrastructure consent? If yes, what procedure should be specified?

	Yes
	Yes (subject to comment)
	No

	
	
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Comments:
     









Additional questions:

	[bookmark: _Hlk175118852]Q38
	
We would like to know your views on the effects that implementing the Infrastructure (Wales) Act 2024 would have on the Welsh language, specifically, on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than English. What effect do you think there would be? How could positive effects be increased, or negative effects be mitigated?


	Comments:
     









	Q39
	
Please also explain how you believe the proposed policy for implementing the Infrastructure (Wales) Act 2024 could be formulated or changed as to have positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language and no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.



	Comments:
     




	[bookmark: Check9]I am happy for my name/or address to be published with my response (please tick) |_|




How to Respond

Please submit your comments in any of the following ways: 
	Email

	Please complete the consultation form and send it to: 
infrastructureconsenting@gov.wales 
Please include ‘Implementing the Infrastructure (Wales) Act 2024’
in the subject line.


	Post

	Please complete the consultation form and send it to:
Implementing the Infrastructure (Wales) Act 2024
Planning Directorate
Welsh Assembly Government
Cathays Park
Cardiff 
CF10 3NQ


	Additional information

	If you have any queries on this consultation, please:
email: infrastructureconsenting@gov.wales; or
telephone: Owen Struthers on 03000 25 6430
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