




 

 

outcomes 10 and 11 seek to increase biodiversity and store carbon. Most 
landowners are aware that land management practices that increase biodiversity and 
store carbon generally lead to a decrease in productivity and profitability. In other 
words, the outcomes listed in the consultation do not recognise that a trade-off exists 
between them.  
 
Members commented that agriculture is a massive industry, yet there is no 
discussion or proposed outcomes, nor designated agenda set out in the NDF.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
  





 

 

As stated above, members felt that agriculture should be a specific agenda item in 
the NDF. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  





 

 

● If you disagree, in what other ways can the NDF improve mobile phone 
coverage in the areas which currently have limited access? 
 

FUW members strongly agreed that areas of little or no mobile coverage should be 
targeted, so that Welsh rural businesses can compete in global markets. 
 
Some members commented that access to mobile coverage was an absolute 
necessity as they already have experienced the closure of banks in rural towns and 
without mobile phone coverage, working and running businesses became a real 
challenge. 
 
Other members commented that mobile phone coverage black spots placed rural 
children at a disadvantage, from both an education and welfare perspective. 
 
 
 
 
 

  















 

 

12. Integrated Sustainability Appraisal 
 
As part of the consultation process, an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) was 
conducted to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of a plan. The 
report identified a number of monitoring indicators, including health, equalities, 
Welsh language, the impact on rural communities, children’s rights, climate change 
and economic development.  

● Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability 
Appraisal Report?  Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators you 
consider would strengthen the ISA. 
 
 
The Integrated Sustainability Appraisal Report appears to be a complex multi-
factorial analysis which was beyond the comprehension levels of the majority of our 
members.  
 
It does appear to have been conducted in a systematic manner, but as the ISA 
concedes itself, the complexity and margin for error can only provide an indication of 
the certainty of the impacts.   
 
The report also concedes that unforeseen circumstances and the cumulative effect 
of policies could lead to unanticipated outcomes. 
 
In view of the above, the FUW’s members felt that a measure of common sense 
should prevail as some outcomes are more important than others. They felt that a 
nation’s economy was of the utmost importance. 
 
As regards the monitoring indicators listed for each ISA objective, they seem to lack 
definition of which variable would be used for each outcome and no specific units are 
offered. 
 
However, one assumes that the data analyses have produced outcome predictions 
for the short, medium and long term. The predictions should be compared with the 
monitored indicators and if the model proves to be inaccurate, then modifications 
would be required. 
 
 
 
 
 
13. Habitats Regulations Assessment 
 
As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
was undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address 
any ‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation 
and Special Protection Areas for birds.  



 

 

● Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report? 
 
It was noted that the Habitats Regulations Assessment focussed renewable 
development in the lower risk areas of Wales, but did not preclude development 
elsewhere.  
 
This approach was supported by members, as the combined designated areas 
account for approximately 25% of Wales. If all areas produced renewable energy at 
the expense of burning fossil fuels, air quality would improve and as a result the 
health and well-being of people and habitats would likewise improve. 
 
The FUW would therefore support as much relaxation and flexibility as possible 
within the planning system in designated areas to enable more of its members to 
participate in renewable energy production. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

14. Welsh Language 
 
We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the 
Welsh language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on 
treating the Welsh language no less favourably than English.  

● What effects do you think there would be?  How could positive effects be 
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?  
 

Given that the Welsh Government's figures show agriculture to have the highest 
proportion of Welsh speakers in any employment category – 43% compared with 
27% for the next highest category (Education) – a framework which fails to take 
direct account of the economic needs of agriculture and family farms would, by 
definition, threaten the use of the language by the industry in which it is most 
preserved. 
 
As a consequence of the above findings, the NDF policy will have considerable 
effect on the numbers and distribution of Welsh speakers in Wales. This will, as 
referred to earlier, be dependent on supporting the agriculture sector with social 
policies on housing, transport, and business viability. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or 
changed so as to have: 

I.positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use the 
Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the 
English language, and  

II. no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and on 
treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.  
 

 
The well-being of the Welsh language is intrinsically linked to the well-being 
communities in rural Wales. As stated above, any policies which negatively impact 
on the ability of those communities to thrive and prosper will not produce the positive 
effects required. 
 
Please note previous comments that increasing Welsh speakers by 80% was 
considered unrealistic and over ambitious.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
15. Further comments 
 
● Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or 
any alternative proposals you feel we should consider?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  






