














If you have any comments about the NDF’s approach or policies to the three regions, 
please tell us. If you have any alternatives, please explain them and tell us why you 
think they would be better.  
 
 
The NDF’s approach and strategic development plans may undermine work by 
councils on developing their own local development plans. For instance, protections 
in local development plans will be overridden by two upper tiers of planning law, 
undermining the wishes of local people.  
 

 
 

12. Integrated Sustainability Appraisal 
 
As part of the consultation process, an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) was 
conducted to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of a plan. The 
report identified a number of monitoring indicators, including health, equalities, Welsh 
language, the impact on rural communities, children’s rights, climate change and 
economic development.  

• Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability 
Appraisal Report?  Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators 
you consider would strengthen the ISA. 
 

 
N/A 
 

 
 

13. Habitats Regulations Assessment 
 
As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) was 
undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address any 
‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation and 
Special Protection Areas for birds.  

• Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report? 
 

 
N/A 
 
 



 
14. Welsh Language 

 
We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the Welsh 
language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on treating the 
Welsh language no less favourably than English.  

• What effects do you think there would be?  How could positive effects be 
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?  
 

 
N/A 
 
 
Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or changed 
so as to have: 

I. positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use 
the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than 
the English language, and  

II. no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and on 
treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.  
 

 
N/A 
 
 

 
15. Further comments 

 
• Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or any 

alternative proposals you feel we should consider?  
 

 
It is not clear that the outcomes in the first part of the draft were properly thought 
through to enable delivery outlined in the later part of the document leading to 
inconsistencies in policy.  
 
For instance the main direction of the NDF, with its promotion of huge areas of wind 
turbines across rural Wales and the  presumption for development does not appear 
compatible with the seven goals of the Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 
2015 or the objectives of the Environment Act. There is virtually no reference to the 
impact of tourism of the eleven outcomes.  
 
Developers should be required to dedicate land in any development for the public 



benefit including 

• land to be a town or village green (under section 15(8) of the Commons Act 2006 

• provision of  public access (under section 16 of the Countryside and Rights of 
Way Act 2000) 

• provision of public rights of way. 

The Technical Advice Note 16 (Sport, Recreation and Open Spaces 2009) is out of 
date and should be revised.  

The society would welcome more robust protection of open space, than in the 
current PPW10, as such land  is vulnerable to disposal and development when left to 
policy guidance alone.  

The society urges that a new statutory designation for the protection of open spaces 
be introduced to enable local people to nominate areas of land that are important to 
them.   

For instance in England it is still possible to protect open space as a ‘Local Green 
Space’ under paragraph 100 of the National Planning Policy Framework 2018’.  
 
The content of para 7.9 Planning Consent and the Network, is already government 
policy and it would be helpful to have this wording incorporated in the NDF, in 
respect of rights of way.   
 
para 7.9 
'When an existing right of way needs to be revised to accommodate the planned 
development, any alternative alignment should avoid the use of estate roads, drives, 
gardens or other private areas wherever possible and preference should be given to 
the use of made-up estate paths through landscaped or open space areas away 
from vehicular traffic. The potential of alternative routes to encourage sustainable 
transport and active travel should also be considered.' 
 

 

16. Are you...? 
 

Providing your own personal response  
 

Submitting a response on behalf of an organisation  
 

   
Responses to the consultation will be shared with the National 
Assembly for Wales and are likely to be made public, on the 
internet or in a report.  If you would prefer your response to 
remain anonymous, please tick here 

 




