
Cymru

Ensuring access to the full
curriculum

Consultation Analysis

Children & Young People’s Report 

January 2020



22



3

Contents

1 Introduction to the consultation 4 

2  About Dynamix 5 

3  Summary  6
 3.1 Relationships and Sexuality Education  6
 3.2 Religious Education 7
  3.3  Do you think this rule should apply to parents of children in year 8  

and above from September 2022 as well as those in year 7?   9
 3.4 Impact on the Welsh language 9

4  Methodology  10
 4.1 Focus groups 10
 4.2 Online Survey 10

5  Participants 12

6  Analysis of results: RSE 15
 6.1 What are the first three things you think of when you hear ‘RSE’? 15
 6.2 Name three things you have learned about in RSE lessons?  18
 6.3  How would it affect learners, parents/guardian/carers and schools if all learners HAD  

to take part in Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) lessons in the new curriculum?   19
  i.) Learners 19
  ii.) parents/guardians/carers 21
  iii.) Schools 23
  6.4 What information, help and support would be needed to make these new rules work?  26

7  Analysis of results: RE 29
 7.1 What are the first three things you think of when you hear ‘RE’?  29
 7.2 Name 3 things you have learned about in RE lessons? 30
 7.3  How would it affect learners/parents/guardian/carers and schools if all learners HAD  

to take part in Religious Education (RE) lessons in the new curriculum?   32
  i.) Learners 32
  ii.) parents/guardians/carers 35
  iii.) Schools 37
 7.4 What information, help and support would be needed to make these new rules work? 39
   7.5  What is a good name for “Religious Education”, to show the changes in the  

new way of teaching (Curriculum)?   42

8  Analysis of results: Impact on ages and the Welsh language 45
 8.1  Do you think this rule should apply to parents of children in year 8 and above from  

September 2022 as well as those in year 7?    45
 8.2 Would these changes impact on opportunities for people to use Welsh? 48
 8.3  Would these changes impact on treating the Welsh language equally to the  

English language?    50
  8.4  Are there any changes we can make to the plan to increase the chances for people  

to use the Welsh language?    52
  8.5  Are there any changes we can make to the plan to make sure that the Welsh language  

is treated the same as the English language?    53

9  Do you have any other ideas or questions about RSE and RE you want to add? 54



44

Dynamix were asked by Welsh Government to provide accessible 
methods for children and young people’s voices to be included in 
the feedback phase on the new curriculum. In order to achieve a 
wide response rate two feedback methods were used; 

An online survey was developed to enable children and young 
people to respond in their own time.

Focus groups were delivered across Wales with 20 groups including 
Primary, Secondary and Protected characteristic groups.

Dynamix worked with Welsh Government to ensure that the 
language used was accessible to children and young people 
and that the methods of collating feedback were in line with 
participation standards. 

1 Introduction to the consultation 
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Dynamix is a Welsh social enterprise that provides education and 
specialises in giving people a voice using participative activities to 
engage inclusively. 
Dynamix makes use of consultative, participative activities to ensure participants 
feel able to give their opinions. A range of techniques are used to cater to people’s 
preferences for giving their opinions, be that physically, visually, verbally, or in the 
written form. This results in participants feeling comfortable and confident enough  
to participate fully in the experience using facilitated consultation, to feel included  
and to know that their thoughts and opinions count and are counted. 

Dynamix methodologies are underpinned by our values of engagement through 
participation and enjoyment, respect, inclusion, co-operation and empowerment  
along with the cooperative values and principles. Dynamix is also a strong advocate  
of the 12 Welsh National Principles of Public Engagement1 and the 7 National  
Standards of Children and Young People’s Participation2. 

1 https://participation.cymru/en/principles/
2 http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/our-work/participation/participation-standards/

2 About Dynamix
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Twenty focus groups were delivered by Dynamix with children and young people across 
Wales from 8th – 28th November 2019 in ten Primary schools, eight Secondary schools 
and with two protected characteristic groups. 

A total of 279 participants provided feedback through the focus groups and the online 
survey. 

3.1 Relationships and Sexuality Education
Analysis of the responses given by participants in the consultation show that RSE is a 
difficult subject for learners to talk about making a lot of learners feel uncomfortable or 
embarrassed. However, they also saw that this subject was about making friends and 
developing healthy relationships. The main thing that learners currently get from RSE 
lessons is learning about their own bodies, how they relate to others, staying safe and 
bullying.

It was felt that there could be both positive and negative effects of the changes on 
learners, parents/guardians/carers and schools. The consistent theme from these 
discussions was that these changes could lead to more informed and more tolerant 
learners and school environment, which could positively affect parents by ensuring 
that this is talked about in schools which may take the pressure off parents to have 
the conversations at home. It was felt that consistent learning for all in this area would 
result in learners being more informed as they became adults and that it would help to 
create a better understanding and tolerance. 

Analysis of results shows that the most negative effect could be on parents as it would 
remove their choice on how their children would learn about RSE. Those from GTR 
communities felt that making this compulsory would have a huge impact on learners 
as they could be removed from education by their parents. Children and young people 
in this community felt highly embarrassed by this subject and were strongly against 
learning in this area. The sense of embarrassment and feeling uncomfortable about 
this area of learning was shared across all groups. It was also felt that these changes 
would negatively affect schools by having to deal with parents’ complaints and that 
there would need to be training to ensure that lessons were well informed and age 
appropriate. Participants felt that making this learning compulsory may lead to poor 
behaviour amongst pupils and could increase incidents of bullying which would have an 
impact on the schools as they will have to deal with this behaviour from pupils.

To support these changes it was suggested that parents need to be kept informed of 
what is going on. This needs to be communicated in a variety of ways including email, 
text, letters, newsletters and face to face meetings. Information should be provided 

3 Summary 
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on what is being taught in RSE and when. Teachers would need the right training and 
lessons should be customised to meet different needs and abilities. Involving learners 
and parents in discussions will also help the transition. 

Recommendations
»  Focus on healthy relationships and understanding others – removing the term 

‘Sexuality’ from the name of this subject area may remove some of the concerns  
and levels of embarrassment felt by learners.

»  Provide in-depth information on the content of the learning in this area and how  
it is taught in schools.

»   Involve learners in discussions about the content of the learning so they understand 
what will be taught and that feelings of embarrassment are sensitively dealt with.

»   Have an open door policy for parents to come and talk to teachers, sit in on classes, 
attend workshops/discussions to ease concerns.

»  Ensure there is clear communication with parents through a range of mediums 
including text, websites, email, face to face conversations and posters. It is important 
that this communication is presented clearly in a way that is easy to understand for 
all ages and abilities.

3.2 Religious Education
Conversations on RE with learners was more straightforward than RSE. Learners had a 
clear understanding of what RE was about and what they currently learn in this area. 
It was clear that learners saw RE as including learning about all religions with a strong 
focus on Christianity throughout the responses given. Learning in RE also included 
learning about people, history and customs. It was felt that learning about religions and 
people helps to reduce racism and bullying. Opinion was spilt amongst some learners 
– with half being interested in this area of learning or and half not. Learners objections 
to learning in this area was also seen as being the most negative effect of making 
learning RE compulsory. It was also felt that learners should have a choice whether 
they attended these lessons or not. However, it was clear from the focus groups that 
studying RE would make learners more informed and tolerant. This would also have a 
positive effect on parents as they would be happy to know their children are learning 
about other religions and that they would learn about respect. It was felt that the school 
environment could improve through learners being more informed and therefore more 
tolerant and as a result there could be less bullying. However, analysis of the results 
shows that learners felt that this would have a negative effect on parents/guardians/
carers who have a religious belief and would not want their children learning about 
other religions at school. 

3 Summary 
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Schools may be negatively affected by these changes as it could cost money to 
implement and additional training would be needed for teachers. It was felt the impact 
of learners and parents’ objections to these lessons becoming compulsory, could also 
affect schools as they would have to deal with disruptive behaviour in classes and 
complaints from parents. It was suggested that people with different religious beliefs, 
cultures and from countries outside of the UK should be invited to speak to learners as 
part of their education and that RE should include learning about non-religious beliefs.

The suggestions made for changing the name of Religious Education in the new 
curriculum were not widely supported. The use of the term ‘ethics’ caused confusion 
for many participants in the consultation. The majority (59%) of participants in the 
consultation voted for new suggestions for what RE is called in the new curriculum. Over 
50 new suggestions were put forward by participants the majority of which supported 
continuing to use the term ‘Religion’ with the inclusion of worldwide culture, friendship, 
social skills.

To support these changes, it was suggested that parents should be kept informed 
through multimedia channels such as social media, email, letters leaflets, TV and 
videos. This should also include opportunities for face to face discussions and involving 
both parents and children in decision making. Training for teachers was also seen as 
something that would help make these changes work. As well as support for learners in 
school.

Recommendations
»   Ensure there is clear communication with parents through a range of mediums 

including text, websites, email, face to face conversations and posters.  It is important 
that this communication is presented clearly in a way that is easy to understand for 
all ages and abilities and that it clearly demonstrates that this area of learning is 
about understanding other religions, cultures and beliefs.

»   The new name of RE reflects that this area of learning is about understanding others 
including social skills, friendships and worldwide cultures as well as religion.

3 Summary 
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3 Summary 

3.3 Parents of children in year 8 and above should not be able to stop 
their child having RE or RSE lessons from September 2022 as well as 
those in year 7?
The majority of participants in the consultation felt that these changes should apply 
to learners in year 8 and above from September 2022 as well as those in year 7 as 
there needs to be consistency of approach across all ages. It was also commented that 
parents should not be able to remove their children from these lessons and it should 
be the learner’s choice. However, comments were made about the appropriateness of 
making these lessons compulsory for younger children.

Recommendations
»   Ensure learning is age appropriate and that there is clear communication about what 

these lessons will involve for younger children.

3.4 Impact on the Welsh language
The majority of participants felt that these changes would not impact on opportunities 
for people to use Welsh or treating the Welsh language equally to English. It was felt 
that as long as the right resources were provided bilingually, these changes could 
broaden the use of Welsh by introducing new vocabulary. Those in Welsh speaking 
schools supported this as they felt they would continue to have their education in 
Welsh anyway. However, it was highlighted by one participant that there needed to be 
investment into bilingual resources which are not currently available for GCSE RE studies.

The majority of participants felt that there may be changes that could be made to the 
plan to increase the chances for people to speak Welsh and treat the Welsh language 
the same as English. Again, this related to the availability of resources in RSE and RE in 
Welsh. Some participants also commented that there needed to be more availability of 
Welsh language education.

Recommendations
»   Ensure resources for RE and RSE are available in Welsh



1010

4 Methodology 

4.1 Online Survey
The online survey asked questions on the following;

»   The effect on learners/parents/carers and schools if all 
learners had to take part in Relationships and Sexuality 
Education (RSE) and Religious education (RE) lessons in 
the new curriculum

»   What information, help and support would be needed to 
make these changes work?

»   Should the new rules apply to those in year 8 and above 
from 2022?

»   Should RE be re-named and what should it be called?

»   What impact the change will have on the Welsh language?

»   Questions were also asked about age, group and if response  
was on behalf of a youth group, school council, youth parliament?

4.2 Focus groups
The questions from the online survey was used as a baseline of questions for the focus 
groups. Each focus group was taken through a series of participative exercises to gain 
their views on ensuring access to the full curriculum. 

All participants were asked to complete a simple questionnaire when they arrived at 
the focus group to provide an overview of those that took part. This also provided 
information for participants on participation standards. They were asked;

» What is your gender?
» Do you have a religion/faith/faith group? Yes/No/Don’t want to say 
» If yes please can you tell us what your religion/faith is? 

Each subject was introduced in language that was easy to understand and questions 
were asked using fun and interactive methods. A fun introduction activity was used 
to get participants thinking the subject areas before looking at the same questions as 
asked in the online survey.

Each focus group session was split into three sections;

» Relationships and Sexuality Education

 1.  a) What are the first three things you think of when you hear ‘RSE’? \
b) 3 things you have learned about in RSE lessons? 
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4 Methodology 

2.  How would it affect learners/parents/guardian/carers and schools if all learners 
HAD to take part in Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) lessons in the new 
curriculum? 

3. What information, help and support would be needed to make these new rules work? 

» Religious Education

  1. a) What are the first three things you think of when you hear ‘RE’? 
   b) 3 things you have learned about in RE lessons? 

  2.  How would it affect learners/parents/guardian/carers and schools if all learners 
HAD to take part in Religious Education (RE) lessons in the new curriculum? 

  3.   What information, help and support would be needed to make these new rules 
work? 

  4.  What is a good name for “Religious Education”, to show the changes in the new 
way of teaching (Curriculum)? 

» Impact on ages, language and anything else

  1.  Our plan is that parents of children in year 7 should not be able to stop their 
child having RE or RSE lessons from September 2022

   i)  Do you think this rule should apply to parents of children in year 8 and above 
from September 2022 as well? 

  2. Would these changes impact on: 

   i) opportunities for people to use Welsh 
   ii) treating the Welsh language equally to the English language. 

  Are there any changes we can make to the plan to;

   iii) increase the chances for people to use the Welsh language 
   iv)  to make sure that the Welsh language is treated the same as the English 

language 

  3. Do you have any other ideas or questions about RSE and RE you want to add?
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5 Participants 

Twenty focus groups were delivered by Dynamix across Wales from 8th – 28th 
November 2019 in ten Primary schools, eight Secondary schools and with two protected 
characteristic groups. The protected characteristic groups included an LGBTQ+ group 
and a BAME group that met outside of school. Within the school focus groups specialist 
school units were involved including two Additional Learning Needs groups, two Gypsy, 
Traveller and Romany groups and a hearing impaired group. 

Every attempt was made to engage an even spread across the whole of Wales 
incorporating as many protected characteristic groups as possible within the time 
allowed for the consultation. The table below shows the regional spread of groups and 
how many of these were protected characteristic groups and how many of these were 
delivered in Welsh.

Region Total number of 
focus groups

Focus groups 
delivered in Welsh 

Protected 
characteristic groups

North West 1 1

North East 5 1 1

Mid Wales 4 1 1

South Wales 9 1 5

South East 1

A total of 279 participants provided feedback through the focus groups and the online 
survey. Youth Parliament completed the survey questions independently by completing 
hard copies of the survey. One young person sent a letter outlining their opinions.  
All the responses are presented together in this report.

Focus groups were offered to those learners 
in years 5 and above. The table shows ages 
of respondents;

Ages
10 and under 96

Age 11 - 13 84

Age 14 - 16 74

Age 17 - 19 22

Didn't answer 3

279
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5 Participants 

What is your gender? 
This was an open question and answers have been grouped together according to the 
language used by participants.

Female 112

Male 106

Trans gender/Transitioning/Agender/Non binary/Questioning 5

Didn't answer 56

279

Protected characteristic groups

Additional learning needs (ALN) group within school 2

BAME group 1

Catholic school  1

Gypsy, Traveller and Romany (GTR) group within school 2

LGBTQ+ group 1

Church in Wales school 1

All participants in the focus groups were asked if they would answer questions on gender 
and religion/faith. It was made clear that all questions were optional and participants 
could answer as much or as little as they wanted to. The charts below show the 
responses provided to these questions.

Every attempt was made during the timescale of the consultation to ensure that those 
from protected characteristic groups were offered the opportunity to participate in the 
focus groups.

The following focus groups were conducted;

Dynamix spoke to the Humanist Society in Wales to set up a focus group with children 
and young people in their community. However, it was identified that many children and 
young people of families in the Humanist Society do not come together as a group and 
often don’t identify as Humanist. Contact was made with Jehovah’s Witness groups but 
a suitable time to visit the groups could not be identified.
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5 Participants 

The remaining focus groups were carried out in schools across Wales.  
Each participant was asked the following questions. 

33%

40%

3%
4%

20%

Yes

No

Don't want to say

Don't know

Didn't answer

 
 
  

14%
9%

6%

71%

Christian

Catholic

Muslim

No answer

 

 Yes 
 No
 Don’t want to say
 Don’t know
 Didn’t answer

 Christian 
 Catholic
 Muslim
 No answer

?

?

Do you have a  
religion/faith/
faith group?

If yes please  
can you tell 

us what your 
religion/faith/
faith group is?

This was an open question and answers have been grouped together according to the 
language used by participants.
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6 Analysis of results: RSE 

6.1 What are the first three things you think of when you hear ‘RSE’?
Participants were asked to note their answers to the above question on a sheet of paper 
before making it into a paper aeroplane and throwing it at a target. 490 answers were 
given to this question with a wide range of views which have been grouped together in 
themes including; embarrassment, relationships, friendships, equality, sex, sexuality and 
wellbeing.

Embarrassing/Uncomfortable

18% of responses referred to this making them feel embarrassed or uncomfortable. 
Nearly half of these responses came from learners with additional needs, in Catholic 
school or GTR young people 

Uncomfortable

(Catholic Primary  
School)

Oh no 

(Catholic Primary 
School)

Would want  
to walk out 

(GTR group)

Sick 

(GTR group)Embarrassing 

(Catholic Primary 
School)

Awkward O_O  
Can we not do this? 

(ALN Secondary 
school)

Um,  
what is this lesson? 

(Catholic Primary  
School)

12% of responses in this category were from primary school pupils and 42% were from 
Secondary school pupils

This is going to be really weird 
(Primary school)

I’m a bit confused/embarrassed 
(Secondary school)

Embarrassing 
 (Secondary school)

This will be uncomfortable  
(Primary school)

Quite personal  
(Secondary school)

Weird 
(Secondary school)
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6 Analysis of results: RSE 

Relationships

16% of responses thought about relationships when they heard about RSE.  
This included online relationships, marriage, positive and healthy relationships

Friendships

8% of responses though about Friendships when they heard RSE. Over half of these 
responses came from Primary school learners.

Learning about forms of 
healthy relationships and toxic 
relationships (LGBTQ+ group)

Relationships, respecting people 
from different races  
(Primary school)

Relationships with the people 
around you (not family)  
(Secondary school)

Getting married  
(Church in Wales school)

Be nice to your friends, friendships 
are really strong (ALN leaner)

How do my 
friends feel?  
(ALN learner)

How to be friendly 
(Primary school)

I think it’s about  
how to make friends 

(Primary school)
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6 Analysis of results: RSE 

Other responses

In addition to the above.

»   5% of responses referred to ‘Education’ when they thought about RSE. 

»   10% said they didn’t know what it is, didn’t want to know or didn’t learn about it yet. 

No, I am not, I would 
walk out and say ’go 

away mate’ 
(GTR group)

That’s rotten - I don’t really 
want to think about it if I’m 

honest 

(GTR group)

Waste of time

(Secondary school)

We don’t learn  
about until the last 

term 

(Church in Wales 
school)

»   5% said it made them think of equality and respect

» 4% referred to being about sexuality and genders

» 6% referred to it being about contraception, STDs, sex or kissing

» 3% of responses thought it was about religion

Care for each other (Primary school)

Acceptance of sexual orientations/gender 
identities (LGBTQ+ group)

Different communities and beliefs globally  
(Secondary school)

Different relationships (ALN learners group)

I would think  
’what is it?’ 

(Secondary school)
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6 Analysis of results: RSE 

6.2 Name three things you have learned about in RSE lessons? 

335 answers were given to this question with a wide range of responses. These have 
been grouped into themes including; our bodies, relationships, safe sex and respect.

Our bodies

20% of responses referred to learning about their own bodies and the changes that 
happen in RSE. This included learning about puberty, the human body in general and 
the differences between boys and girls. The majority of answers in this category were 
given by those in Secondary school.

Staying safe

17% of responses referred to leaning about staying safe in RSE this included learning 
about contraception, STDs, drugs and alcohol and staying safe from strangers.

How the body works (Primary school)

Puberty talk (Secondary school) 

Puberty (LGBTQ+ group) 

How the human body functions  
(Secondary school) 

Bodily changes for girls and boys  
(Secondary school) 

Education, sure he isn’t a 37 years 
(Catholic school)

STIs and STDs 
(Primary school)

How and what 
contraceptives do  

(Primary school)

Being safe online 
(Catholic school)

How to know if you’re 
in a healthy or abusive 

relationship  
(Catholic school)

All responses in this category were from Primary school learners and those in Catholic 
school.
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6 Analysis of results: RSE 

Relationships

14% of responses referred to learning about relationships in RSE. This included learning 
about friendships, bullying and the importance of having friends. These answers were 
evenly split between those in Primary and Secondary school.

Other responses

In addition to the above.

»  10% said they had never had these lessons or that they were unsure or couldn’t 
remember what they had done. Those who said they had not had these lessons were 
primary school learners and GTR young people 

»  6% said they had learnt about respect and equality in RSE. This included respecting 
each other, accepting differences, culture, equality and not leaving others out.

»  Other responses included learning about babies and pregnancy, consent, genders, 
wellbeing and science.

6.3 How would it affect learners, parents/guardian/carers and schools if 
all learners HAD to take part in Relationships and Sexuality Education 
(RSE) lessons in the new curriculum? 

Participants in the focus groups were asked to categorise their answers to this question 
in terms of positive, negative and other comments.

 i.)  Effect on learners if all learners HAD to take part in Relationships and Sexuality 
Education (RSE) lessons in the new curriculum?

Bullying is caused  
by everything  

(Secondary school)

Many types of 
relationships 

(Secondary school)

Friendships and 
relationships  

(Primary school)

How it is important  
to be social and  

have friends  
(Primary school)

Learners % of comments
Positive 52

Negative 37

Other 10
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6 Analysis of results: RSE 

The majority of positive comments were that this would allow children and young 
people to be more informed as they grow up and for the future. This was also linked to 
consistency of learning so as adults they had the same opportunities to learn about RSE 
and all had the same understanding.

Vital life skill  
(Secondary school)

New knowledge for qualifications  
(LGBTQ+ group)

It’s easier to learn from a young age 
because as you get older you get used 
to things (ALN leaner)

I believe that if people were to take part 
in RSE lessons it will affect them in a 
positive way because this will help them 
to understand the world around them 
(Youth Parliament)

It would mean that whole generation were 
better educated on essential topics, many 
which are vital for post-school life (Youth 
Parliament)

Everyone will have to learn about  
it at sometime (Primary school)

The most common negative effect cited by learners was feelings of embarrassment or 
feeling uncomfortable. 

Embarrassing talking about health and 
sexual education (GTR group)

If people really don’t want to do it their 
attendance might drop (Primary school)

Could be awkward learning about  
these things with other students  
(Secondary school)

It would affect cultures a lot as some 
cultures believe that children in their 
culture should not be exposed to RSE - 
such as the Gypsy Traveller Community. 
If this does go forward the Gypsy 
Traveller Community will be pulled out 
of school no matter the consequences. 
Gypsy Travellers have now only got 
to the point that they are attending 
secondary school, if this goes forward 
the Gypsy Traveller community will  
be going back to square one.  
(Youth Parliament)

We might not want to learn  
about this subject (Primary school)

We find RSE is not child friendly in our 
younger pupils - ESPECIALLY GIRLS 
(GTR group)

It may make some children feel so 
uncomfortable that they don’t want  
to take part (Secondary school)
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6 Analysis of results: RSE 

Concerns were raised that teaching RSE to younger children would be inappropriate and 
that younger children would not understand.  It was also felt that these lessons could 
lead to learners being bullied or laughed at. It was also felt that RSE might be confusing 
for learners learning English as a second language or for those with additional learning 
needs. It was also felt that learners could be effected by their parents objection to 
learning RSE;

The learners may end up receiving 
the backlash from their parents. 

The parents and carers may 
be unhappy but they need to 
understand the importance of  

this type of education  
(Youth Parliament)

 ii.)  Effect on parents/guardians/carers if all learners HAD to take part in 
Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) lessons in the new curriculum? 

Participants felt that most of the positive effects of this change for parents/guardians/
carers would be that their children will to be more informed as they grow up and for the 
future and that this subject will be covered in school.

Parents % of comments
Positive 43

Negative 43

Other 15

Some parents may feel uncomfortable about 
their child being exposed to certain things but 
as long as it's age/background appropriate, 
they need to be aware that it's nothing to worry 
about. These lessons won't be encouraging 
LGBTQ+ lifestyles, only acknowledging them as 
they are members of our society. Will be a better 
baseline of what people know and keep them 
safe. (Youth Parliament)

Parents don't have to explain  
things (Secondary school)

Create easier conversation at home 
possibly (LGBTQ+)

Less pressure on parents to teach 
their children about these things 
(Secondary school)
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It was also suggested that parents/guardians/carers would be positive about this 
change as their children will be taught about healthy relationships and how to stay safe. 
In addition to this it was felt by some participants that parents/guardians/carers would 
be positive about this change as it would reduce the risk of bullying for some learners 
and increase respect and equality through understanding.

Negative effects on parents/guardians/carers were mostly related to their objections 
to their children having compulsory RSE lessons, that they would feel like they have lost 
control over how they want to talk to their children about RSE and that some learners 
would be removed from school.

If their child’s sexuality 
was different from 

other pupils they would 
want other pupils to 

understand  
(Secondary school)

To treat people like  
you want to be  

treated  
(GTR group)

People shouldn’t be 
forced to have the same 

views as their parents 
(Secondary school)

Parents will disapprove - they won’t 
want their child to learn about it,  
RSE is embarrassing 
(Secondary school)

Some parents 
would not involve 
teachings against 
their religion, E.g. 
Christians and 
LGBTQ+ - This 
would be bad! 
(Youth Parliament)

Some parents might be sad about 
it, they might not want their kids to 
learn about that  
(Primary school)

Parents will NOT agree, many  
children will skip school on them days  
(GTR group)

Learning stuff 
parents don’t 
want you to 
learn (Primary 
school)

I can imagine why some people 
would (be embarrassed) as they think 
it is their responsibility to teach their 
children about that stuff  
(Secondary school)

6 Analysis of results: RSE 
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A number of comments were made about the negative effect on parents losing the 
choice over whether their children attend these lessons;

Others felt that parents would feel that it could scare their children and that children 
wouldn’t go to school or parents would opt to home school their children. For GTR 
children and young people the effect of this on their parents would result in them not 
going to school. This group felt strongly that they should have the choice to attend 
these lessons or not. 

 iii.)  Effect on schools if all learners HAD to take part in Relationships and 
Sexuality Education (RSE) lessons in the new curriculum?

They’ll think ’My 
sons going to 

learn about sex 
education and I 
can’t stop them’ 
(Primary school)

Parents should retain the right to decide 
how to educate their children on these 

issues. I believe law should state Children 
must, in some form, learn but not 

mandatory lessons (Youth Parliament)

It would subjugate young people to 
inappropriate information for the age 

range, with absolutely no power over the 
matter. These are not the values of a large 

proportion of Welsh families, therefore 
making this mandatory would be a major 
betrayal to learners, parents and carers. 

Families deserve the right to choose.  
(Youth Parliament)

Learners % of comments
Positive 52

Negative 37

Other 10

6 Analysis of results: RSE 
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The most positive effect on the school was seen as providing more teaching on things 
that will affect all learners as they grow up and therefore enabling learners to be more 
informed.

It was also seen as positive for the schools to create a more diverse, equal and 
understanding environment for learners and lessons on healthy relationships and 
friendships could make schools a more positive environment.

Teachers will teach us 
important things, not  
other people (nurses)  

(Youth Parliament)

Work within the curriculum should 
include stuff on LGBT - people 

can learn about how hard it is to 
understand the difficulties  

(Primary school)

The schools overall 
experience and 
knowledge of 

people may increase 
(Secondary school)

The school would know 
that the children are 
learning something  
new (ALN learner)

Children would know 
what is in front of them 

in the world  
(ALN learner)

It will mean that there is less 
chance of people offending each 
other (ALN learner)

Positive impact on bullying 
(LGBTQ+) (Primary school)

It is likely to be positive because 
we will have a lesson dedicated to 
friendship (Primary school)

If the school had pupils who knew 
how to make friends better the 
children would be happier  
(Primary school)

Children will be more open 
minded and accepting  
(Primary school)

It would be a good thing that 
everyone got taught about 
relationships and sexuality as 
people would have more respect 
for each other (Primary school)

6 Analysis of results: RSE 
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The biggest negative effect on the school was felt to be the set-up of the learning 
environment. This included how the school would teach younger children, attitudes of 
leaners and causing disruption, not enough time to teach RSE and all other subjects, 
concerns over the impact of technology in these lessons and attitudes of individual teachers.

It was also felt that this would cause feelings of embarrassment and make both teachers 
and learners feel uncomfortable.

If the school teachers are the ones to teach it, it will put a 
lot of pressure on them to not only teach their subject but 
they also need to be trained in RSE (Secondary school)

Our school is very understanding - some 
teachers may be homophobic (GTR group)

Some children may say inappropriate things 
anyway as they research it on technology 
(Primary school)

Pupils may start doing weird things - this 
happened last year after puberty talk  
(ALN learner)

Teachers might feel 
awkward teaching about 

these things 

(ALN leaner)

The school may have to 
deal with children who feel 

uncomfortable 

(Church in Wales school)

“ “

6 Analysis of results: RSE 
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The schools may be effected by having to deal with complaints from parents, protests or 
being sued

Other concerns were raised about parents removing their children from the school which 
would affect attendance and the number of pupils at the school. There was also an 
emphasis made on the possible effect of cost and training on the schools.

6.4 What information, help and support would be needed to make these 
new rules work? 
Responses to this question were mostly around ways of keeping parents informed  
and how to communicate information with them;

    Reassure parents by telling them what areas of RSE they will learn

     Have a letter or email that goes home at the start of the year that  
explains what their child will be learning

    Website about the changes

      Same as before, let parents know what’s going on with a rundown  
of the curriculum, let parents have a say in what is taught

    WG coming to schools to talk to parents

It was suggested that communication should be done in different ways including via 
letter, email, text message, newsletters and a TV campaign;

The school would 
have parents 
complaining 

(Primary school)

The school may  
be sued 

(ALN leaner)

The school could 
receive complaints, 
as it was not their 

decision 

(LGBTQ+ group)

“ ““

»
»
»
»
»

6 Analysis of results: RSE 
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»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

    Text messaging detailing the topic of the day, specific to RSE

    Newsletters to explain to parents

     Send a letter home to parents explaining what children will be  
learning about so there will be less opposition

    TV campaign

Providing opportunities for parents to have face to face meetings and workshops would 
also support making these new rules work;

    They should have parent-teacher meetings

     Speak to parents, give them an opportunity to ask questions  
about the new curriculum, talk about rights with parents

    Arrange talks with parents - they would feel better about it

     Focus groups within schools - grand meeting, food, drinks,  
youth groups, interactions with other schools

     Talking to everyone and inviting them to show them what we  
will be teaching

    Parent workshops, coffee evening

It was suggested that parents and children could be involved in making these changes 
work; 

    Ask parents for suggestions

    Ask what parts of sex education parents are comfortable with

    Staff tell children and children talk to their parents

    We could do talks about it in important places

»
»

6 Analysis of results: RSE 
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It was felt that the content of lessons should be customised to suit specific needs and 
abilities;

    Make lessons suitable for all religions or beliefs.

     Make sure people with Special Educational Needs have  
clear accessible info

    Decide what ages should be taught what

    Customise lessons for different students

To help support these changes it was suggested that delivery of these changes should 
be done in stages and that teachers receive the right training to be able to teach RSE 
properly.  Some participants expressed concerns about these changes;

    Children might not want to go to school

    Children might not want to learn about it

    Parents should teach this!

    Can we not change the curriculum?

»
»

»
»

»

»
»

»

6 Analysis of results: RSE 
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7 Analysis of results: RE

7.1 What are the first three things you think of when you hear ‘RE’? 
The focus groups provided 545 answers to this question which have been grouped together 
in themes including; different religions, religious holidays, education and interesting/not 
interesting.  

Different religions

Over 30% of responses referred to different religions with the majority of references being 
made to Christianity and Christian practices including reading the bible.

Catholicism

(Secondary school) 

Lords prayer 

(ALN learners)

God, people  
and prayers 

(GTR group)

Always wear a cross

 (Church in Wales) 

Jesus 

(Primary school)

Father, son and  
the holy spirit 

(Secondary school)

Within these responses there was also reference to Judaism, Islam, Hinduism and 
Scientology. 

Education

12% of responses referred to education when they heard ‘RE’. This included religious 
education, school and Sunday school, 

You learn about different religions and different types of gods

(Secondary school)

Learning about religions and cultures  
(Secondary)

What topic will it be today  
(Primary school)

Sunday school (Primary school)Learning new things (Secondary)
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Interesting/not interesting

3% of learners commented that they were interested in RE 

It is very good  
at helping me  

understand 

(Primary school)

I don’t know what  
to expect but I know  

it will be good

 (ALN learners)

Oh nice, a subject  
I’m good at 

(Primary school)

Conversely, 3% also commented that they were not interested all of whom attended 
Catholic school.

Other responses

In addition to the above learners also commented that when they thought about RE 
they thought about different religious stories, specific teachers, history and religious 
symbols.

7.2 Name three things you have learned about in RE lessons? 
There were 411 responses to this question from focus groups. These have been themed 
below.

Different Religions

Over 50% of responses to this question referred to learning about different religions. 
Of these responses 49% of what learners learnt about in RE about religions referred to 
Christianity. It is noteworthy that almost half of these responses came from learners at 
faith schools

Jesus and how he died to redeem 
the bond between God and 
humanity (Secondary school)

That BC = Before Christ  
and AC = After Christ

(Catholic school)

The story of Jesus and 
religious holidays 

(Primary school)

God’s unconditional love

(Catholic school)

God, Jesus, 
Bethlehem, 
start, Mary, 

Joseph

(Primary school)
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Reference to other religions and beliefs included, Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam and 
Atheists.

Customs, History and People

20% of respondents made reference to learning about customs, history and people. This 
included love, understanding, forgiveness, historical events and leaders.

RE had taught participants about why people wear different clothes, Diwali, Eid, Christingle 
and pilgrimages. They had learnt about famous people including Martin Luther King Jr, 
Malala and Richard Dawkins. Understanding, others was also referred to including learning 
about poverty, equity, friendships, feelings and morals. Through RE they had also learnt 
about history including WWII and the holocaust, the Tudors and the Celts and their own 
history through their family trees. 

About God, about different 
religions, about Muslims 

(GTR group)

Main points on Christianity, 
Judaism, Islam 

(LGBTQ+ group)

Different religions and  
social laws 

(Secondary school)
We have learned about different gods 

(Primary school)

About the six main religions 

(Secondary school)

Nothing about agnostic 
people and what they 

believe in

(Secondary school)

Equity  
over equality 

(Secondary school)

Famous  
inspirational  

leaders 

(Secondary school)

How the world  
was made 

(Primary school) 

People are 
different, everyone 

is not the same, 
never judge 

anyone 

(GTR group)We have learned 
about qualities and 

talents of people 
(Catholic school)
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Religion and beliefs

14% stated that they had learned about religion and beliefs in R.E. This included 
learning about religious holidays, symbols, prayers, books, stories and beliefs.

Other responses

In addition to the above. Learners stated that they had learnt about laws, racism, 
different cultures and other said they did not know or couldn’t remember what they had 
learnt.

7.3 How would it affect learners/parents/guardian/carers and schools  
if all learners HAD to take part in Religious Education (RE) lessons in  
the new curriculum? 
Participants in the focus groups were asked to categorise their answers to this question 
in terms of positive, negative and other comments.

 i.)  Effect on learners if all learners HAD to take part in Religious Education  
(RE) lessons in the new curriculum?

What happened  
in the Bible 

(Primary school)

Celebrations 

(Primary  
school)

Christmas Story 

(Church in Wales)

How many people  
support a belief  

(Secondary school)

Beliefs people may have,  
e.g. Towards God, atheist etc.  

(Secondary school)

Learners % of comments
Positive 58

Negative 32

Other 11

7 Analysis of results: RE
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The most positive effect on learners was identified as being more informed and more 
tolerant. 

Understand the  
different celebrations 

around the world 

(Primary school)

I like knowing about 
different people and 

backgrounds 

(ALN learner)

If we get to learn about 
everyone’s religions we 

can respect them to 
celebrate different faiths

(GTR group)

It is important to 
understand and therefore 
respect all religions and 

ethnicities. RE is vital 
to help up understand 
beliefs and the wider 
world and can give  

young people a broader 
mind about religion  

and people. 

(Youth Parliament)

Its good that children 
get a chance to learn 

about different religions 
because it should create 
better citizens who are 

more informed and 
respectful

(Youth Parliament)Good insight into other 
people’s lives. 

(GTR group)

It will help you understand 
and recognise people from 

different religions - they will 
learn about proper language 

to use when speaking to 
people 

(Secondary school)

So you don’t  
discriminate against 

other faiths 

(Secondary school)

You have a more well-
rounded education and a 
better view of the world 

(Secondary school)

7 Analysis of results: RE
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The majority of negative effects on learners were felt to be linked to learners objection 
to having to take part in RE lessons.

Might be embarrassing if 
your friends don’t follow 

your religion  
(Primary school)

I don’t see the point, 
it may not help you 

with your everyday life 
(Secondary school)

May force people to learn 
things they don’t deem 

important 

(Secondary school)

May not agree with 
teaching 

(LGBTQ+ group)

It would offend 
them, could upset 

learners, could cause 
uncomfortable 
conversations 

(Youth Parliament)

We might have a riot, 
people who are atheists 
may not want to learn 

about it 

(Secondary school)

If they have been sent to 
a faith school but don’t 

believe in that religion, that 
could impact them badly

(Secondary school)

If they weren’t keen 
on learning about this 
subject they could end 
up disrupting lessons 

(Primary school)

7 Analysis of results: RE
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A number of comments were made about the impact on learner’s freedom of choice 
and decision making.

It was also stated that this could affect learners by causing bullying and racism through 
discussions on religions.

 ii.)  Effect on parents/guardians/carers if all learners HAD to take part in Religious 
Education (RE) lessons in the new curriculum?

The positive effects on parents/guardians/carers identified focused around being more 
informed and tolerant of all religions.

Not everyone is religious, 
it should be a choice - 

forcing them to will not 
help them pass 

(Youth Parliament)

You don’t have 
FREEDOM!!! 

(Primary school)

“ “

Parents % of comments
Positive 27

Negative 54

Other 11

Parents might learn 
from their children 

about other religions 
(Primary school)

Better understanding 
of others and their 

beliefs  
(ALN learner)

Their children will understand more 
about other people who might believe 
in different things (Secondary School)

I think the parents will be happy 
to know that their children are 
knowing, that their children are 

learning to respect different 
religions (GTR group)

The children may have 
a better social life with 

people from other 
countries  

(Primary school)

7 Analysis of results: RE
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Other opinions were around parents being supportive of the change;

Parents might be happy 
their children learn about 

different cultures - so 
they don’t think other 

people are weird 

(Secondary school)

The children will be more 
respectful make children 
smarter by learning new 
things - parents will be 

happy 

(Catholic school)

Happy that we are 
learning about other 

people and their views 

(ALN learner)

Negative effects on parents were mostly seen around parent’s possible objections to the 
proposed changes;

Won’t let children go to school 
(Secondary school)

Some people might have another religion 
and they may feel angry if they are 
learning another religion (Catholic school)

Some parents might not want children 
to know about other people’s religions 
(Secondary school)

They may be worried that you are 
not ready to learn about some things 
(Primary school)

It would be good for the child’s welfare 
if they learn about different religions. 
It could be bad for some parents or 
children if they didn’t believe in some 
of things they were being taught. The 
parents may feel powerless in their 
children’s education. (Youth Parliament)

They might not enjoy their child learning 
about religion because they might strictly 
be a religion and pull their child out 
(Secondary school)

Parents might be atheists and not want 
children to attend RE lessons  
(Secondary school)

Worry that child might change their 
religion, could cause arguments in families 
(Primary school)

7 Analysis of results: RE
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Teachers will get to know about students 
religions (Primary school)

There would be less bullying in schools, 
people would know more about it 
(Secondary school)

The school will be a place where people 
understand each other’s feelings better 
(Secondary school)

A more inclusive school environment 
(Youth Parliament)

Better understanding of other people’s 
beliefs and religion, this will lead to 
a better understanding of the wider 
world, experience other cultural 
diversity and foods etc, help reduce 
bullying (Primary school)

Better environment because people will 
understand more (Secondary school)

School is a learning centre (GTR group)

Children will be able to share views become 
appreciated and tolerant (Secondary school)

Other negative effects on parents raised during the consultation included issues around 
bullying, embarrassment and not knowing what will be taught;

Most of the positive effects on schools were felt to be around schools becoming more 
informed and tolerant;

 iii.)  Effect on schools if all learners HAD to take part in Religious Education (RE) 
lessons in the new curriculum? 

Parents and others might 
be racist if they didn’t 
want their children to 

take part 

(Secondary school)

If you’re the only one in 
a class with a religion you 

could get picked on

(Primary school)

Some parent could be 
scared that their children 

will be learning about 
this 

(Primary school)

School % of comments
Positive 48

Negative 44

Other 9

7 Analysis of results: RE
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Participants expressed that this change could affect teachers and classes negatively;

Participants also felt that schools may also face objection to this proposal from parents 

The teachers have to learn more 
stuff (Primary school)

Parents might disagree and 
come into the school to complain 
(Primary school)

Teachers may struggle if it’s a 
completely new subject/religion 
(Catholic school)

Parents having the wrong idea 
of this and thinking that their 
children might start practising 
another religion (LGBTQ+ group)

Teachers might not want to teach 
children what they are told to 
teach them (Primary school)

Parents may blame the school 
for leading their child down a 
different religious path 
(Secondary school)

Need to spend more money on 
teachers to teach the subject 
(Secondary school)

The backlash - parents picketing at 
school (LGBTQ+ group)

7 Analysis of results: RE
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It was also felt some learners would be bored and this might affect behaviour in schools 
and in some cases cause bullying over beliefs.

People may not be 
informed enough and 

schools may experience 
racism 

(Secondary school)

It could cause bullying if people 
believed different things 

(Catholic school)

Some of the children may 
disrespect some of the other 

children’s religions 

(Primary school)

»
»

»
»

»
»

7.4 What information, help and support would be needed to make these 
new rules work? 
Responses to this question were mostly around providing information to parents 
through multimedia channels such as social media, email, letters leaflets, TV and videos.

     The school need to send a letter about what would actually  
happen not just rumours

     Post it on twitter or on the school’s Facebook page - all parents have 
Facebook

     Help and support for parents to help them understand it  
won’t harm their child

    Do an advert

    Videos to persuade - to say why

    Little leaflets about the topic

7 Analysis of results: RE
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Support to make these changes could also be provided through training for teachers.

     Make sure the teachers are aware of the religion of the children  
and are ready to answer any difficult questions

     A consistent nationwide RE curriculum and toolkit/resources, RSE 
GUIDELINES not mandatory lessons

     Teacher training - Sensitive subjects, how to teach them in a way  
that is empathetic and open to other religions.

Face to face discussions with parents was also seen as a way support making these 
changes.

     Each day they have a visitor with beliefs of different religions

     Parent taster session, educational chat

     Focus group for parents, with children and parents

     You would need to get experts from the specific organisations to  
come into the schools (dual language) and offer fun activities.

Discussions with parents through the school and by learners was also suggested.

     The lessons could be reviewed by parents and teachers and  
criteria set for them so that they are suitable

     Let them know what’s being taught, let parents have a say in  
what’s being taught

     Ask parents what they think

     Use our pupil voice

     Child could ask parent to learn things

»

»
»
»
»

»
»

»
»
»

»
»
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     Ask people from religious backgrounds to chat to kids and parents  
in schools (contact community leaders)

     Meeting - just with people who want to keep children out - only  
one meeting not separate genders

     Information would have to be transmitted very clearly to parents  
to show importance and relevance of these lessons to persuade  
them about how vital they are. Meetings may also need to be  
arranged to explain in person where relevant.

     Use PTA meetings to discuss it

     A somewhat parents evening to inform them about what will  
be taught

It was also felt that support should be given to learners

     Support groups, talking to those who are upset with the problem

     Support for anyone from any background to ensure education  
is fair and consistent

     In Re don’t make anyone feel like they should follow a specific  
religion

     Give students a good explanation first

     Try to support the children to learn things

Some participants were not supportive of this change and commented;

     The information needed to make this work is respecting everybody’s  
views and if you do more looking into different communities you will  
see how much this will affect them. Making it that everybody  
has to take part in it is not going to work

     Protest the change to get government to listen

»
»
»

»
»

»
»
»
»
»

»

»

7 Analysis of results: RE
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7.5 What is a good name for “Religious Education”, to show the changes 
in the new way of teaching (Curriculum)? 

 

59%
19%

8%

14%

 New 
 No change
  Religions and  
Worldviews
  Religion, Values  
and Ethics

Renaming  
RE?

?

The chart above shows the votes given from the focus groups and the online survey.

Participants were asked to make comments as to why they made their decisions. 

No Change

    It’s good how it is.

     It’s less confusing

     We’ve been brought up with it, why change? - Religion is religion.  
Its fine as it is - it is a good name - I don’t believe this is an  
issue/affects many people

»
»
»
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Religion and Worldviews

    Because ethics is difficult to understand

    Tell people about the world’s views, not just one opinion

    Too long

     Allow for a good consideration of lots of different types of  
perspective that aren’t just religion. People can think about it as a  
way of learning about things from around the world and worldwide 
traditions - As you are educated on worldwide religions and  
ethics/views - I believe the worldviews broadens the topic and  
idea and this would help make modern aspects come easier -  
Gives a broader understanding of World religions

Religion, Values and Ethics

     What does this mean??

     Sounds good!

     Too long

     Religious education already includes ethics so it should be added  
to the title. Adding values to the subject could make the subject  
sound a bit boring - because more ethics in RE would be great -  
because it shows the students what RE can be (Youth Parliament)

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»
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New suggestion Number of votes
Life Religions 12

Religions and Races 12

Regucation (Mix of both - sounds cool - puts religion and 
education together!)

10

Religious celebrations 10

Beliefs and cultural education 9

Religion, Values, ethic and world views 9

Religion and Belief 9

Opinions of religions 8

Ethics and Morality 4

Cultural understanding 4

Religious Choice and Friendship 4

Worldwide Religion and culture 4

Health and Religious Social Education Says you can socialise 
with others and share what you believe)

3

Religions and Beliefs 3

The religious class 3

Respect for Religions 3

Global Religion 3

New suggestions

There were 51 new suggestions made, the most popular were:

7 Analysis of results: RE
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The above chart shows the result of the votes on this question. Participants were asked 
to provide comments on their choice. A selection of the comments made are shown 
below;

8  Analysis of results: Impact on ages and the 
Welsh language 

 

55%30%

15%

 Yes
 No 
  Maybe

8.1 Do you think this rule should apply to parents of children in year 8 
and above from September 2022 as well as those in year 7?

We will have already 
learned some new things 
- why should it change? 

It’s not fair. All the other 
years are learning it and 

will understand things we 
don’t

Parents should have the 
right what sessions their 

child are in

You need to know - it 
wouldn’t be fair. Not too 

sure. If young people 
are forced to do it then 

they will resent it and not 
enjoy it.

Siblings could have 
different rules

Year by year, so people 
can get used to it

 It is too early to teach 
little kids, everyone 

should have a choice
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8  Analysis of results: Impact on ages and the 
Welsh language 

Not sure about changes, 
not understanding it. 

Because RE and RSE is 
growing and the more it 

grows the more educated 
you need to be about it 

So that everyone will be 
taught about things and 
will know how to behave 

in the future

People need to be 
informed but there 

should be freedom of 
expression

It would be easier if 
everyone is taught the 

same thing. I don’t think 
they’re ready to learn it 

at a young age.

It’s a choice - Because 
children have a right to 
learn things they need 
for their future without 
parental interference

Better understanding of 
different ways of life as 
there’s so many in the 

UK

All children need to 
understand other 

cultures and religion and 
healthy relationships

Staggering it makes it 
awkward and unfair

We should have a choice to 
attend RSE lessons as it’s a 
part of our community, we 

need to have an option

People deserve a choice 
on sensitive matters and 

year 8 is arguably still 
too young
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Welsh language 

We are all asked to wear 
uniform so that we all 
look the same, surely 

we should all be getting 
taught the same thing as 

well?

RSE is VERY important 
and people need to have 
a sufficient knowledge 

base

We need to ensure that 
impartial education is 

open to every religion, it 
should inform and teach 

us about different beliefs.

The children should be 
given their own choice.

It should be equal, 
fair and consistent for 

everyone from any age.

If a child isn’t of a 
particular faith they 

should be able to decide 
if they want to take part 

in the lesson.

No child should miss 
out on their education 

because of their parents’ 
decisions.

Parents shouldn’t have 
the right to restrict young 
people’s rights to being 

educated on specific 
subjects.

It is unfair to steal 
education opportunities 
from young people and 

parents and adults don’t 
fully understand what 

young people need in the 
future.
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8  Analysis of results: Impact on ages and the 
Welsh language 

Participants were asked to provide comments on their choice. A selection of the 
comments made are shown below: 

 

12%

56%

32%

 Yes
 No 
  Maybe

8.2 Would these changes impact on opportunities for people to use 
Welsh?

They can still do both

You should encourage 
people who are educated 

in Welsh to start 
conversations about RE 

and RSE in Welsh, promote 
confidence through Welsh 
in a community context

It shouldn’t because 
it can be done in both 

languages or mixed, you 
have separate welsh 

lessons anyway
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I really don’t know - it 
could take some time 

away from Welsh  
(I hope)

People could use Welsh 
during the lessons or not, 
it would not be different 
from another lesson in 

terms of language. 

No - it wouldn’t affect 
us much as were already 
educated through Welsh

Don’t quite understand 
the background and 

relevance of this 
question.

We don’t use Welsh in 
every lesson. It would 
take more time away 

from your own culture, 
Welsh etc.

No as it will still be 
taught in Welsh speaking 

schools

Hopefully will increase 
opportunities but not 
sure and will be school 

dependant

I don’t think adapting 
sex education lessons 

would have much 
of an impact on the 

opportunities for people 
to speak Welsh.

New versions of those 
subjects, gives people an 
opportunity to expand 

their vocabulary - 
’Buddhism,’ ’transgender’

I’m unsure how the 
changes of these subjects 

would affect the use of 
Welsh, it would be helpful 
if we were taught more 
Welsh religion history 

People should HAVE to 
learn Welsh in Wales 

Don’t see how it would. If 
the lessons were taught 
well in Welsh it would be 
a good advert to use the 
language more during 

lessons.
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8  Analysis of results: Impact on ages and the 
Welsh language 

 

11%

53%

36%

 Yes
 No 
  Maybe

8.3 Would these changes impact on treating the Welsh language 
equally to the English language? 

You need to learn both 
equally. 

People may speak more 
English as they don’t 

know the special words in 
Welsh

Won’t have any change

Some Welsh speaking 
schools may use English 

words too as the terms in 
welsh may be difficult.

May be more difficult 
to explain some topics 

in Welsh - it depends on 
what language you were 

brought up speaking.

We already have less 
Welsh a fortnight than 

English, 4 Welsh lessons, 
English = 6 lessons - They 
should be equally treated
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Welsh is just as important as 
English, we need to normalise 
teaching bilinguallyit depends 

if the courses are offered in 
Welsh

It depends if all of resource 
books get translated into 

Welsh and include all of the 
information necessary e.g. at 

the moment there are currently 
no Welsh resources to study 

Hinduism in GCSE RE. 

New resources would have to 
be made in both Welsh and 

English, one would have to be 
prioritised, they’re not being 

treated equally

Surely it should make 
it more equal then as it 
would not be given any 

special preference

8  Analysis of results: Impact on ages and the 
Welsh language 
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37%

18%

45%

 Yes
 No 
  Maybe

8.4 Are there any changes we can make to the plan to increase the 
chances for people to use the Welsh language? 

Participants were asked to provide comments on their choice. A selection of the 
comments made are shown below; 

Make it more important, 
push the language - I 

think English is overdone 
to be honest

We need to make sure 
that everyone has the 

chance to learn Welsh - 
maybe? 

That would depend on 
the school and how much 

Welsh is being taught

We need more welsh 
lessons/ More Welsh 

schools

If other religions came 
in to Wales, they may 

want the Welsh language 
- They may need more 
support - teachers from 

different parts of the 
world can teach as 

experts

The way it’s taught in 
second language, stigma, 

teach it correctly

8  Analysis of results: Impact on ages and the 
Welsh language 
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11%

53%

36%

 Yes
 No 
  Maybe

8.5 Are there any changes we can make to the plan to make sure that 
the Welsh language is treated the same as the English language? 

Bilingual, English 
medium schools = 

English, Welsh medium = 
Welsh

Ensure resources in 
both languages are up 
to standard, talk about 
Welsh specific policies 
- teach more teachers 

basic Welsh to speak to 
learners

Educate on why we 
should be proud of Welsh 

history and culture

There’s not a lot of 
sexuality education using 

welsh language at the 
moment. 

Include more Welsh 
examples and include 

Welsh words and 
religious teachings  

from Wales

There may be benefits 
but I’m not sure. 

8  Analysis of results: Impact on ages and the 
Welsh language 
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9  Do you have any other ideas or questions 
about RSE and RE you want to add?

Below is a selection of comments made that had not been addressed in the other 
questions of the consultation;

Things will be better if 
you give parents a say in 

what is taught

It should be funner

We need more education 
about the climate

Need intensive LGBT 
education

Teachers from other 
countries to teach a 

lesson in the school on 
the culture and religion 
to the class for a lesson

Teachers from other 
countries to teach a 

lesson in the school on 
the culture and religion 
to the class for a lesson

Give knowledge and 
raise understanding of 

different cultures, faiths 
and beliefs.

Inspired me

We should learn about 
people who haven’t got 

a religion e.g. people who 
believe in Mother Nature

Ensure that RE teaches 
about all religions and is 

impartial. 

Why do you want to 
change the curriculum? 

What was wrong with it as 
it was

I think the RSE is a really 
good idea and I hope 
that in the lesson they 
talk about LGBTQ and 

transgender
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9  Do you have any other ideas or questions 
about RSE and RE you want to add?

Will young people get 
qualifications after 

finishing the course/
lessons?

RSE should not be 
mandatory, parents 

should retain the right of 
withdrawal, age 11 and 

under should not receive! 
3 - 11 is stupid and will 
take a child’s childhood 

away. Young children 
need to play, enjoy, love, 

not learn RSE!!

What would you be 
teaching in these 

lessons? At what age? If 
you made it so we had an 
option, a lot more people 

will be happier.

I think it could be 
awkward for 3 year old 
children to learn about 

RSE

A toolbox for all 
educators full of power 
points and other useful 

resources.

More ethics! More 
opportunities to choose/

suggest what children 
want to learn about

Do not have the starting 
age at 3. That is far too 

inappropriate. 13/14 - 16 
is far more effective and 

appropriate.

If children find it 
awkward to talk about 

and learn RSE we should 
give them the chance 

to talk to a teacher and 
then feel comfortable

Equal and in-depth sex 
education. Respect or 

religions.

I know it’s important 
to know about sexual 

health but some people 
would feel a lot more 

comfortable talking with 
their parents in their own 

home.

Sex education should be 
inclusive of LGBT. Sex 

education should teach 
about safe sex, STIs and 

contraception.

They should teach the 
RE lessons more like 
philosophy, teaching 

people about different 
ways of thinking

It’s easier to tell people 
I’m a Christian, not a 

Muslim at school… so they 
don’t say things like ’oh 

that’s disgusting.’

More information and 
support on issues like 
period poverty, safety 
and protection, make 
sure both sexes learn 
about these things. 

Education on LGBTQ+
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